
 2016 NFL DRAFT SCOUTING REPORT 

MAY 27, 2016 

 

 
 

College Football Metrics| 1  
 

NFL Draft 2016 Scouting Report: RB Dwayne 

Washington, Washington 

*Our RB grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, leaked 

Wonderlic test results, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

*We use the term “Power RB” to separate physically bigger, more between-the-tackles–capable RBs 

from our “speed RBs” group. “Speed RBs” are physically smaller, but much faster/quicker, and less likely 

to flourish between the tackles. 

 

Every year, as a scout, you can't help but fall in love with a couple of players for various 

reasons…sometimes knowing you should 'know better'. I can already tell that I'll be taking up arms 

for Dwayne Washington the next couple years over at Fantasy Football Metrics – as a player who never 

really produces much in terms of the NFL, but I'm squawking to 'watch out, if he gets a chance'…and 

watch as he never really does. 

There are two reasons for my pre-negativity about Washington's jump to the NFL. However, there's also 

one positive factor that may trump those two negatives. 

The first negative is that Dwayne Washington has an on-and-off history with injury…you can definitely 

label him 'injury prone'. He's battled various nagging, more minor-ish injuries over three years at 

Washington. The most concerning being incidents with his knees. A minor knee procedure forced him to 

miss his final four games in 2015. His coach proclaimed he had a chronic leg injury. Not good. Running 

backs are already a dime a dozen in the NFL, so why get attached to an injury-prone one at a position 

highly subject to injury? 

The second issue is that Washington does not look or play like a traditional running back, in some 

senses. The scouting knock against him is an easy one-liner…kind of a deathblow statement/description 

a la 'Donald Trump' – 'Lyin' Ted' or 'low-energy' Jeb Bush, those phrases will stick in the lexicon for the 

rest of my existence. They will be the answers to Jeopardy questions in 20 years. What scouts quip 

(a.k.a. ‘dismiss’) about Washington is that – "He is a running back who runs the ball like a wide receiver." 

Washington was a star wide receiver in high school, and was recruited to Washington as a wide receiver, 

but he was converted to running back. There's some truth to the simple scouting statement of: "He is a 

running back who runs the ball like a wide receiver." At a glance, Washington looks more like a wide 

receiver than a running back at a wiry 6′1″/223. If you didn't immediately think the same watching his 

tape in those terms, after someone else says it…then you will suddenly see ‘it’. The notion gets in your 

head/messes with your mind. Washington looks like a graceful, wiry, frenetic runner at times – like a 

wide receiver after the catch, looking for an escape route. I get it. 
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The 'runs like a WR' knock lends itself to an image, but I don't want to imply that Washington is 'a soft 

runner'. The problem is that the scouting statement implies just that...which will create an uphill battle 

for Washington in the NFL…as old-school 'ball coaches' don't imagine the possibilities or embrace the 

unique. NFL coaches will more likely try to fit him into a predetermined box of what a running back is 

supposed to look like…and they'll probably try to move him back to wide receiver at a certain point. 

What could override all of the negatives is the fact that Dwayne Washington is a very talented football 

player. There is something about the way he runs the football. It's hard to describe. I'll admit, when you 

first look at him running the ball it does not look like a traditional running back. However, it didn't take 

me long to fall in love with a guy who could just outrun the opposition. When Washington gets into the 

open field, he finds another gear most running backs don't have…including Ezekiel Elliott. 

If Tevin Coleman could catch like an NFL wide receiver, he would be Dwayne Washington. They are guys 

like Coleman and Washington who, if you give them an opening, they are gone – and when they get into 

the open field for their long TD runs, you can see clearly on the tape that their one-yard lead becomes 5 

yards and stretches into 10+ yards – like watching a great racehorse in its prime. 

A running back who runs like a wide receiver conjures up images of a frail runner trying to avoid contact, 

but that's an erroneous thought when it comes to Washington. The guy is 223 pounds and he bench 

pressed 21 reps. Watching him at his Pro Day, he may look wiry in a football uniform, but underneath 

that uniform may be a zero body fat (in)human specimen. 

Dwayne Washington's measurables put to shame those of Ezekiel Elliott. However, the career 

workload/output and medical checks of Elliott would put Washington's to shame…which is a shame for 

Washington's NFL outlook. 

I'd like to grade Washington higher than what our computer scouting models show, because in some 

senses Washington is the total package – size, high-end athleticism, and fantastic hands in the passing 

game. Former wide receiver, gifted hands. He's a good kid, a hard worker, A formerly lauded special 

teamer as a freshman. If not for injury issues, and then roster congestion of talent, holding him back 

from gaining more experience, Washington may have developed into more of a Heisman Trophy type 

runner by his junior/senior year. The circumstances just haven't broken his way. However, he's the kind 

of guy you want to take a chance on because there are several indicators that suggest something good-

to-great could be hiding here. 

 

Dwayne Washington, Through the Lens of Our RB Scouting Algorithm: 
 

Washington has 13 career games with 10 or more carries, a typical regular-season amount of games (13 

games), his totals and per-game numbers in those 13 contests… 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home


 2016 NFL DRAFT SCOUTING REPORT 

MAY 27, 2016 

 

 
 

College Football Metrics| 3  
 

163 carries (12.5 per) for 1,108 yards (85.2 per) and 12 TDs (0.92 per) with 6.3 yards per carry. 

  

In his last 10 games in college, he was involved more in the passing game. His receiving numbers in 

those last 10 games: 3.2 catches and 36.3 yards per game with 3 TDs. He caught 5 passes for 131 yards 

and 2 TDs vs. Utah State in 2015. 

Three times in his college career, Washington took 14 or more carries. He rushed for 100 or more yards 

each time, and averaged: 16.3 carries for 127.7 yards (7.8 ypc) and 1.7 TDs per game. 

His measurables at his Pro Day were sensational… 

4.48 40-time, which would have been top 10 at the NFL Combine among RBs (2nd best among RBs 215+ 

pounds). 

6.85 three-cone, which would have tied for 2nd best among RBs at the Combine. 

21 bench reps, 8th best among RBs (non FBs) at the Combine. 

37.5″ vertical, which would have been tied for 5th best. 

The size and athleticism are here…and he has great hands to go with it. He should have been more 

discussed as one of the top 10 RB prospects/talents in this draft. He was ESPN's 29th best RB prospect, 

and CBS's 34th. 

 

 

 

 

The Historical RB Prospects to Whom Dwayne Washington Most Compares Within Our 

System: 

 

Interpret this list how you want. The possibilities are tantalizing… 

It's a big differential from Traylon Shead (off-field and injury issues…declared for the supplemental 

draft) to Todd Gurley. But our computer scouting models see some similar DNA in this comparison 

group. 
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RB 
Score 

RB-Re RB-ru Last First College Yr H H W Speed 
Metric 

Agility 
Metric 

Power 
Metric 

7.005 8.33 6.73 Washington Dwayne Wash. 2016 6 1.1 223 7.95 8.04 6.29 

7.112 8.28 7.24 Lattimore Marcus So Carolina 2013 5 11.6 221 6.51 8.05 6.72 

6.540 5.73 6.52 Shead Traylon SMU 2014 6 2.0 225 7.51 7.24 6.90 

7.859 7.83 7.90 Jackson Darius E. Michigan 2016 6 0.0 220 9.27 6.46 7.06 

8.924 11.05 8.85 Johnson David No. Iowa 2015 6 0.5 224 9.13 8.98 9.15 

10.391 10.42 10.24 Gurley Todd Georgia 2015 6 0.5 222 13.32 12.79 7.42 

 

*A score of 8.50+ is where we see a stronger correlation of RBs going on to become NFL 

good/great/elite. A score of 10.00+ is more rarefied air in our system, and indicates a greater probability 

of becoming an elite NFL RB. 

All of the RB ratings are based on a 0-10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in 

certain instances. 

Overall rating/score = A combination of several on-field performance measures, including refinement for 

strength of opponents faced, mixed with all the physical measurement metrics—then compared/rated 

historically within our database and formulas. More of a traditional three-down search—runner, blocker, 

and receiver. 

*RB-Re score = New/testing in 2016. Our new formula/rating that attempts to identify and quantify a 

prospect’s receiving skills even deeper than in our original formulas. RB prospects can now make 

it/thrive in the NFL strictly based on their receiving skills—it is an individual attribute sought out for the 

NFL, and no longer dismissed or overlooked. Our rating combines a study of their receiving numbers in 

college in relation to their offense and opponents, as well as profiling size-speed-agility along with hand-

size measurables, etc. 

*RB-Ru score = New/testing in 2016. Our new formula/rating that attempts to classify and quantify a RB 

prospect’s ability strictly as a runner of the ball. Our rating combines a study of their rushing numbers in 

college in relation to their offense and strength of opponents, as well as profiling size-speed-agility along 

with various size measurables, etc. 

Raw Speed Metric = A combination of several speed and size measurements from the NFL Combine, 

judged along with physical size profile, and then compared/rated historically within our database and 

scouting formulas. This is a rating strictly for RBs of a similar/bigger size profile. 

Agility Metric = A combination of several speed and agility measurements from the NFL Combine, 

judged along with physical size profile, and then compared/rated historically within our database and 

scouting formulas. This is a rating strictly for RBs of a similar/bigger size profile. 
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2016 NFL Draft Outlook: 

I'm writing this report post-NFL Draft, so I already know Washington was taken in the seventh round by 

the Detroit Lions. It was a bit of a surprise to me – I thought for sure, because of his medical issues, he 

would probably fall to 'undrafted'. The fact that the Lions stepped up and took him gives me hope. 

If I were an NFL GM, I probably would've played the board assuming he would be an undrafted free 

agent, and I would have tried to land him as such. I would've wanted to have him on my team, but I'm 

not sure I would've spent a draft pick on it. If I did, it would've been in the seventh round…so kudos to 

the Lions. Washington is not a seventh-round talent – he's better than that. It's the medical issues and 

the fact that running backs are not worth all that much in the NFL these days that drag him down. 

Another reason I would want to possess Washington in the NFL is the fact that not only does he show 

promise as a running back, but you also have the option to move him into a unique wide receiver role… 

6′1″, but rocking 220+ pounds…that's fairly unique (he could also lose 10-pounds, and might be a 4.3+ 

runner with 6.6+ three cone times). I think you also have the opportunity to make him free or strong 

safety or an ultra-physical cornerback possibly. He's just a guy you want on your football team, and you 

cross your fingers that you don't spend the entirety of his contract time dealing with him on I.R. 

 

 

NFL Outlook:    

Hopefully, Washington is able to battle through any knee issues, and manages any pain to the point 

where he has a decent little NFL career. I can see the possibilities of him at various positions, including 

as a key special teams guy…but I'm really hoping he makes it as a skill position player. However, I don't 

have a ton of faith that the NFL will make proper use of his gifts. I'm really rooting for this guy. He's 

going to be a good or useful player, possibly very good…unless the injuries take it all away. 
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Copyright Statement 

Copyright at date and time signed below by R.C. Fischer 

 

All rights reserved. All content is for entertainment purposes only and TFA is not responsible or liable for personal adverse 

outcomes nor are any game results or forecasting guaranteed. Past results do not predict future outcomes. We are not held 

liable for any personal loses incurred. We are solely here to produce and provide content for recreational purposes. No part of 

this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, 

recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case 

of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law. For 

permission requests, email the publisher at rcfischer@fantasyfootballmetrics.com 
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