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Scouting Report: QB Mason Rudolph, Oklahoma St.  

*Our QB grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, leaked Wonderlic test 

results, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

 

The best QB prospect of 2018. The end. 

Granted, I have only dug deep on Rosen-Darnold-Mayfield at this point. I’ve done some work on Lamar 
Jackson in the summer of 2017, so I have some familiarity. Of the top names, so far, Rudolph is hands 
down the best QB prospect of all of them. Perhaps another QB prospect will catch my fancy that I haven’t 
studied yet…but I’m guessing Rudolph is likely going to be our top QB prospect for 2018. 

Not just ‘best in class’ graded for 2018…but possibly elite grading. 

It’s a funny journey of discovery here for me as a scout. We loaded the performance data into our system 
on the top 5–6 QBs because we knew we were going to report on them right out of the gates…the guys 
who everyone is asking about. The initial, unaudited system analysis said that Mason Rudolph was the 
best QB prospect of the group based on our scouting algorithms (estimating NFL Combine data). I was 
surprised, but thought there must be an error or something more to dial in on. But I noted that Rudolph 
graded much better for us than I expected (having never seen him play, just based on media 
hearsay…which is almost always wrong). 

To get my feet wet/introduced to the 2018 QB class, most of whom I had never watched/studied to this 
point (Jan. 2018), I grabbed a one-game sample, the toughest opponent game I could find, and just 
skimmed the tape on each guy I had not studied back in summer 2017 to get a quick visual. I watched 
Rudolph on this quick peek and made a few notes…he seemed pretty competent, typical spread-type QB 
with a play-action fake and then rapid fire all over for big totals. Because I felt the Oklahoma State had an 
offense that pushed the QB data…I figured Rudolph was ‘good/OK’ as a talent with a statistical push from 
the offense. Decent initial intro on tape and our #1 graded guy unaudited. 

Apparently, I still decided something wasn’t right/exciting with Rudolph because I proceeded to study 
Rosen, then Mayfield, then Darnold because I felt like they were the most ‘buzzworthy’ to discuss. 
Rudolph was sitting there the whole time saying (in our system) ‘look at me’…and I didn’t. I feel like that is 
his status with the mainstream and thus the fans (in Jan. 2018) – he’s the guy some people kinda like, 
maybe, who’s not Darnold-Rosen-Mayfield. 

After Darnold-Rosen-Mayfield studies, I spent my day with Rudolph’s tape. I started out with the thoughts 
of…hmmm, he’s pretty good. The more tape I watched, my thoughts switched over to…wow, he’s really 
got nice, consistent ball placement. That switched over to…does this guy ever make a bad throw? And by 
the time I watched him dissect Iowa State and then bring it to Oklahoma in 2017…I was like – I’m so 
stupid, he’s the best QB in this class. He’s possibly an elite, not just ‘good’. 

It’s a shame the football media is blind on this as well – because Rudolph is clearly the best QB prospect 
in this class. Mayfield is pretty intriguing too. The fact that Rosen-Darnold will steal Rudolph’s draft 
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spotlight is a crime, but it’s going to happen. It also means some team will get Rudolph as the 3rd–5th QB 
off the board and wind up with the steal of the draft. 

There’s a threefold reasoning where I see Rudolph as clearly the best QB prospect of the top names 
(probably for all 2018 once we get through all the prospects)… 

1: He’s the best pure quarterback. 

Baker Mayfield has an argument that he’s the best pure QB, but I’m going to give the edge to 
Rudolph…at least a tie. Both Rudolph and Mayfield have great mechanics, with rapid releases and ‘plus’ 
arm strength. Both are comfortable in the pocket. Both can play a quick-decision, rapid-fire passing game. 
I give Rudolph the quarterbacking edge for two reasons: (a) He throws a better deep ball…he’s likely the 
best deep ball thrower in this class. He’ll go medium/deep with pinpoint accuracy. (b) The accuracy. The 
more I watched Rudolph the more I came to realize how beautiful his passes were – that they were right 
on the money. The most difficult of throws or a jump ball type situation – Rudolph has a sixth sense for 
tossing the ball from any foot position right in the perfect spot most every time. You can’t teach it – it just 
‘is’. Not as good as Mitchell Trubisky with perfect delivery spots, but pretty damn good. 

2: The perfect size. 

He’s going to come in bigger and taller, and thicker than Darnold-Rosen-Mayfield. While ‘size’ doesn’t 
necessarily confirm or deny a QB’s NFL ability…it helps eliminate some negatives. Scouts are going to 
worry that Mayfield is too small. Scouts are going to worry that Rosen is too fragile. Rudolph is like a 
pocket passer created in a lab – just the right size, good pocket instincts, quick enough to evade the rush 
and run a little. Thick enough to take hits and not get hurt for a game or for weeks, etc. 

3: He’s the perfect character. 

Rudolph has impeccable character. He’s won so many awards for his character it would take too much 
time to list them all, but we should because that’s a characteristic that matters in the scouting equation. 

Johnny Unitas Golden Arm winner – for accomplishments on field as well as character, citizenship, 
scholastic, and leadership. 

Jason Witten Collegiate Man of the Year finalist (one of three finalists). 

Allstate AFCA Good Works Team nominee. 

Fellowship of Christian Athletes’ Bobby Bowden Award for on- and off-field activities as a Christian. 

 

 

Honestly, I have no idea why Rudolph is such an afterthought in the Darnold-Rosen-Mayfield race. It’s all 
media-driven. They propagated Sam Darnold as ‘magical’ and they haven’t stopped thinking it…despite 
a flood of info from his 2017 play on why not. Josh Rosen gets a push, I think, because he plays in the 
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same conference as Darnold…so there’s a weird secondhand smoke attention? Baker Mayfield is his 
own attention machine, good and bad. Rudolph is just a boring nice guy best-in-class QB prospect with 
perfect size, character, and pocket passing ability. No big deal. 

  

 

Mason Rudolph, Through the Lens of Our QB Scouting Algorithm: 

I’m going to start this section with a weird note/statement – I’m not sure Mason Rudolph threw more than 
one legit interception in 2017. I only watch games against the top/decent opponents, so just in those 
games…but seriously, the guy doesn’t make bad decisions with the ball despite being a medium/deep 
thrower often. His two picks against Oklahoma were him getting hit on a throw and then late in the game 
with no chance at all just heaving one up deep to end a game. In their loss to TCU, 2 INTs…he threw a 
screen that the receiver got knocked away and opened up to a DL having a gift right into his belly and 
then Rudolph got hit from behind late in the game and the ball flew a few feet to a DL for his other pick. 

Rudolph’s interception rate and completion percentage are fine from his 2017 season, but upon further 
examination, they are much better, because time and time again I noted great throws by Rudolph that his 
WRs couldn’t come down with. His INTs were all understandable for the most part…not on his inability or 
judgment lapses. 

Rudolph had just four picks in 2016, and that jumped to nine in 2017, but again…I could cut that 2017 
number in half taking away INTs that weren’t really Rudolph throwing into coverage, etc. His tape says 
he’s a lot more efficient than his raw college data will show. 

Rudolph had 2 or more TD passes in every game in 2017 except their win against Texas where he had 
no TD passes in a 13–10 win. Rudolph did have throws that got the team down in the red zone and near 
the goal line against the Longhorns, but OSU ran more that game…50 rushing attempts, which was 
unusual for them. 

3 or more TD passes in their last 22 games played… 

15 times = Mayfield 

14 times = Rudolph 

 9 times = Darnold 

 7 times = Rosen 

 7 time = L. Jackson 
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4 or more TD passes in a game (career)… 

12 times = Mayfield 

5 times = Rudolph 

4 times = Darnold 

4 times = L. Jackson 

3 times = Rosen 

  

Measurement estimates for Rudolph: 6′4″/222, a 4.8+ runner with 9.5″–10.0″ hands. We don’t see a 
measurement issue coming with Rudolph, but we’ll have to see about ‘real’ hand size. Shouldn’t be an 
issue. 

 

The Historical QB Prospects to Whom M. Rudolph Most Compares Within Our System: 

Looking at the system comparisons, I’d chime in with – Rudolph reminds me of Big Ben, Matt Stafford, 
and Patrick Mahomes all rolled into one. If Matt Stafford were a little better at quarterback in 
general…you have Rudolph. If Mahomes was a little less dangerous with the ball throwing into coverage, 
you have signs of Rudolph. 

  

QB-
Score 

QB Yr College H W adj 
Comp 

Pct 

adj 
Yds 
per 

Comp 

adj 
Pass 
per 
TD 

adj 
Pass 
Per 
INT 

8.980 Rudolph, Mason 2018 Oklahoma St 76.0 225 61.3% 15.3 14.0 43.6 

10.043 Roethlisberger, Ben 2004 Miami, Ohio 77.0 241 69.5% 13.7 17.4 50.6 

7.184 Mahomes, Patrick 2017 Texas Tech 74.0 225 64.7% 13.2 16.8 91.3 

6.888 Radcliff, Ryan 2013 C. Michigan 74.4 222 58.8% 13.6 17.2 42.5 

7.144 Petty, Bryce 2015 Baylor 74.6 229 62.7% 14.6 15.5 43.3 

9.089 Stafford, Matt 2009 Georgia 74.3 225 58.5% 13.8 18.6 25.8 

8.567 Kolb, Kevin 2007 Houston 75.1 218 64.1% 13.8 15.5 256.3 

10.657 Bradford, Sam 2010 Oklahoma 76.3 236 67.0% 13.4 10.3 34.3 

 

*“Adj” = A view of adjusted college output in our system…adjusted for strength of opponent. 
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**A score of 8.5+ is where we see a stronger correlation of QBs going on to become NFL good-to-great. 

A scouting score of 9.5+ is rarefied air—higher potential for becoming great-to-elite.  

QBs scoring 6.0–8.0 are finding more success in the new passing era of the NFL (2014–on). Depending 

upon the system and surrounding weapons, a 6.0–8.0 rated QB can do fine in today’s NFL—with the 

right circumstances…but they are not ‘the next Tom Brady’ guys, just NFL-useful guys.  

 

2018 NFL Draft Outlook: 

As of now (Jan. 18), Rudolph is tracking as more of a 2nd-round prospect than a 1st-rounder…and he’s 
definitely not in the ‘he’s the best QB’ argument at all. It’s more ‘whispers’ of ‘keep an eye on, he may not 
be so bad’.    

I could see Rudolph impressing with his size and arm at the Combine and pushing past Baker 
Mayfield because they will leave an impression standing next to each other…and the optics favor 
Rudolph. I’m not sure the media will allow Rudolph to push past Darnold-Rosen, and those guys should 
go into hiding to avoid a comparison. Rudolph will likely be the Patrick Mahomes of the 2018 NFL 
Draft…a guy people pay some lip service to and a lot of negative scouting rumors of ‘just a system QB’, 
etc., will hit, but then everyone’s true feelings surface the last 72 hours and everyone falls all over 
themselves to get him – probably a good team with a stable QB already but want the value on Rudolph 
for one or two years down the road. 

If I were an NFL GM, and in need of a franchise QB, for the price, Rudolph is my main play. I’d consider 
Mayfield, but I know I get all the talent with no questions on character or size with Rudolph. 

 

NFL Outlook:    

Likely to go later 1st-round and have less pressure to perform immediately and goes to a team with an 
established, veteran starter…like the Mahomes-KC-Alex Smith situation. He gets forgotten a bit by sitting 
for most/all of a rookie season and then pops onto the scene his sophomore season in the NFL. 

There is a chance he’s a guy taken into a bad/shaky situation and a fan revolt for the backup starts to 
unfold (e.g. the Bears with Trubisky-Glennon). 

Projects to be a long-term stable starter…with upside to become a top 10, a face of a franchise type of 
talent. 
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Copyright Statement 

Copyright at date and time signed below by R.C. Fischer 

 

All rights reserved. All content is for entertainment purposes only and TFA is not responsible or liable for personal adverse 

outcomes nor are any game results or forecasting guaranteed. Past results do not predict future outcomes. We are not held 

liable for any personal loses incurred. We are solely here to produce and provide content for recreational purposes. No part of 

this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, 

recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case 

of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law. For 

permission requests, email the publisher at rcfischer@fantasyfootballmetrics.com 
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