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NFL DRAFT 2017 SCOUTING REPORT: QB SAM 

DARNOLD, USC 

*Our QB grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day 
workouts, leaked Wonderlic test results, etc. We will update ratings as new info 
becomes available. 

*This is a 2018 prospect preview report. We do not have all the data we’d like to 
have for a more definitive calculation. 

  

Opening statement to set the table: I don’t know what the hell football analysts are 
looking at with Sam Darnold, but he is not the ‘next coming’…not that I see. 

I would say of all the top college QBs I’ve watched, the ones with near universal 
agreement on how great they are, Darnold may be the worst I’ve seen in years…the 
furthest gap from his hype to his reality. The gap is right up there with what I 
scouted in freshman year/national champion Jameis Winston. I expect to see the 
big thing everyone is talking about and then I can’t believe what I’m watching. 

I would not use Jameis Winston as the QB who came to mind when I watched 
Darnold…Winston was better (and you may know how much I did and still do believe 
Winston is one of the weakest starting QBs in the NFL). The names that popped right 
to mind when thinking of Darnold – Jake Locker…and Blake Bortles. Two other 
NFL-intelligentsia-beloved, top QB prospects for their draft. 

Honestly, when I started watching Darnold’s tape…I was quickly wondering if I was a 
part of a giant ruse. Like, everyone in the football community had a secret meeting 
and thought it would be funny to say Sam Darnold was the next Andrew 
Luck (and better)…just to see if I would go clinically insane when I saw his tape and 
realized I was once again standing alone on the evaluation. 

I’ll try to describe what I saw on tape, but honestly…I would just ask you to take 5–6 
minutes and watch the chopped-up tape of his Penn State bowl game (yes, a game 
that went down as ‘epic’, made him a superstar, and in which he had 5 TDs/1 INT). 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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It was one of the worst QB tapes of a top guy that I’ve ever seen…for about 98% of 
that game. 

Here it is if you wish to indulge. Really watch the trajectory and location of these 
throws in most all cases: 

 

https://youtu.be/BqjBJbowLSk 

 

He has one of the worst arms/arm strength/delivery of any top-rated QB I’ve 
watched in years. If you watch the throws in the Penn State tape above, just notice 
the hitch/the long windup and how many throws are just thrown way up high to get 
the distance (compensating for the lack of true arm strength) and then also watch 
how the ball quickly plummets down to receiver’s ankles. It’s a looping throw that 
dies like a dead duck in the end. It’s jarring. The Penn State tape is enough for me 
not to draft Darnold for the price it will take…or any price. He may develop into a 
competent NFL QB…but that arm – not correctable. When Darnold hits the NFL…he’ll 
be ‘guy who goes to Tom House‘ quickly…which is code for bad QBs trying to grasp 
at straws to fix what ails them (and it can’t be fixed). 

Watching the Penn State tape/throws — you’ll see a big windup/hitch and then either 
the ball sails too high when he plants his feet properly or it looks like a wounded 
duck when his feet are jumpy and not settled. I don’t see one ounce of arm talent at 
all. He’s a terrible pocket passer. He’s not bad when he’s forced to scramble…he has 
a good mind and makes some plays when scrambling – but that’s a massive red flag, 
as it should have been when it was all Jake Locker offered…only good throwing the 
ball while scrambling. Johnny Manziel had some of that too. 

Sam Darnold is Jake Locker, except Locker had an erratic cannon (Darnold an 
erratic pea shooter) and Locker was a much better runner/athlete, while Darnold is 
‘mobile’ but not Andrew Luck or Aaron Rodgers as a runner…more Blake 
Bortles as a runner. Fast enough to evade 300+ pound guys who run 4.9+ 40-
times…but not a game-changer with his feet. 

I watched the Penn State tape first, and then I thought…”maybe, I just picked a bad 
game top watch?” However, I saw the same guy versus Washington and Colorado 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home


 2017 NFL DRAFT SCOUTING REPORT 

JUNE 23, 2017 

 
 
 

College Football Metrics| 3  
 

(two top NCAA defenses in 2016). Against weaker defenses he faced, and even 
against the better ones he faced, Darnold is an OK college quarterback. He’ll be a 
‘winner’. He’s scrappy. People will LOVE him for his college play. USC fans 
loved Matt Barkley and (liked) John David Booty for similar reasons – and 
speaking of Barkley…he was the hands-down top QB/top draft prospect overall for 
the analysts at one stage of draft analysis – it seems funny to think that but it was 
very true. The media LOVED Matt Barkley. Darnold has much of the same media 
‘stink’. 

Darnold has good instincts and gives you 110% effort. He’s not without QB talent 
and skills. People are really going to love him as a college legend. The college 
football media is busy making a star for you to watch, so Darnold will likely be a no-
brainer top draft name when he comes out…like Geno Smith, Deshaun Watson, 
DeShone Kizer, and the aforementioned Jake Locker and Matt Barkley – but 
most of these hot names early ended up falling in the draft when people took a 
harder look. 

From what I’ve watched, Darnold is nothing like his publicity and is going to be a 
franchise-wrecking draft pick when he comes out…because football analysts don’t 
change. The football talking heads that get paid for football ratings, and not being 
right about NFL Draft scouting, are going to make Darnold their story from here on 
in…like with Johnny Manziel, Jameis Winston, etc. 

From a fantasy perspective, those of you with a top rookie pick for 2018 or who 
already drafted him in Devy – now is the time to make a trade at ‘peak Darnold’. 

  

Sam Darnold, Through the Lens of Our QB Scouting Algorithm: 
I look at Darnold’s 2016 season, and I interpret it as such… 

— I ignore his first few games through Utah…give him the benefit of just getting 
started on his college journey. 

— He blows up hapless Arizona State, Arizona, and Cal (13 TDs/1 INT) 

— Against Colorado, Oregon, Washington, UCLA…a weaker 9 TDs/5 INTs 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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— He pops numbers against Penn State, 453 yards, 5 TD/1 INT but threw the ball 53 
times in a shootout, almost like 1.5–2.0 games worth of throws. I watched that tape 
at least three times…I have no idea how he got to 5 TD/1 INT. 3 TD/3 INT, I would 
have easily believed. 

Ignoring the Penn State game, his last six regular season games…the greatest QB of 
our lifetime threw for less than 300 yards five of six games, less than 250 yards in 
half of the six games. 255.7 passing yards per game in those six games after he’d 
been established but facing better teams in the PAC 12. 

  

Darnold is listed as 6′4″/225…I think 6′3″ is maybe the right call, possibly less than 
6′3″.  

  

The Historical QB Prospects to Whom Sam Darnold Most Compares Within Our 
System: 

David Fales is a great comparison, only I think Fales was a better QB talent…with 
no media push. Fales’s first college season (a JUCO transfer) was fantastic at San 
Jose State. His follow-up season was good but not as ‘wow’ as his initial splash. Fales 
had fantastic accuracy numbers but a pretty slow arm. Fales had great instincts and 
made up for his deficiencies with instincts and anticipation on his throws. Darnold is 
more of a runner/gunner and will throw wildly into a crowd in a heartbeat. Fales has 
more discernment…and Fales has been a fringe NFL QB for years, a guy who teams 
like but not enough to push as a potential starter. Darnold will get a better push and 
flop on a very public level. 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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Table 513 
  

QB-
Score QB Yr College H W 

adj 
Comp 
Pct 

adj Yds 
per 
Comp 

adj 
Pass 
per TD 

adj 
Pass 
Per INT 

6.627 Darnold, Sam 2017 USC 75.0000 225 66.4% 13.15 14.58 35.65 

7.555 Fales, David 2014 San Jose State 73.1000 220 67.1% 12.55 15.24 33.39 

5.588 White, Jason 2005 Oklahoma 74.5000 223 61.8% 10.80 14.63 17.73 

7.267 Jones, Landry 2013 Oklahoma 75.5000 221 65.1% 11.09 30.16 47.56 

4.435 Mills, Chris 2014 Indianapolis 74.4000 218 66.5% 12.25 13.70 28.46 

3.559 Rodgers, Kevin 2015 Henderson St 74.6000 216 62.1% 12.46 15.67 28.20 

2.423 Sullivan, Tyler 2017 Delta State 74.6000 232 63.8% 12.53 15.56 28.00 
 
  

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home


*“Adj” = A view of adjusted college output in our system…adjusted for strength of 
opponent. 

**A score of 8.5+ is where we see a stronger correlation of QBs going on to become 
NFL good-to-great. A scouting score of 9.5+ is rarefied air—higher potential for 
becoming great-to-elite. 

QBs scoring 6.0–8.0 are finding more success in the new passing era of the NFL 
(2014–on). Depending upon the system and surrounding weapons, a 6.0–8.0 rated 
QB can do fine in today’s NFL—with the right circumstances…but they are not ‘the 
next Tom Brady’ guys, just NFL-useful guys.  

  

2017 NFL Draft Outlook: 
If Darnold were in the 2017 NFL Draft, he probably would have been the top QB 
taken. The hype train is so insane right now. 

  

NFL Outlook: Darnold has the media behind him, so he’ll likely go top 10 in the draft 
and be pushed way ahead of what he should. I could see a Blake Bortles-like 
career arc coming here. Forced into a lineup too quickly. Lots of media and fan 
excuses on things taking time. Maybe a good year by compiling late in blowouts gets 
people excited. Goes to work with Tom House. Eventually, people turn on him and 
are off chasing the next butterfly. 
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COPYRIGHT STATEMENT 

Copyright at date and time signed below by R.C. Fischer 
 
All rights reserved. All content is for entertainment purposes only and TFA is not responsible or liable 
for personal adverse outcomes nor are any game results or forecasting guaranteed. Past results do not 
predict future outcomes. We are not held liable for any personal loses incurred. We are solely here to 
produce and provide content for recreational purposes. No part of this publication may be reproduced, 
distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other 
electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the 
case of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted 
by copyright law. For permission requests, email the publisher at rcfischer@fantasyfootballmetrics.com 
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