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NFL DRAFT 2017 SCOUTING REPORT: ILB ZACH 

CUNNINGHAM, VANDY 

*Our LB grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, leaked 
Wonderlic test results, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

  

Here’s my thing with Zach Cunningham – I’ve watched him on tape in two separate sessions…before the 
NFL Combine and then again this week, and I don’t see what all the commotion is about. I mean, I know 
he’s a good college player…but top ILB in the draft/first-round prospect? I don’t think so. 

What’s the case to be made here? Led SEC in total tackles? That’s about it. And that’s a good thing, and 
Cunningham is a nice college player and a legit NFL prospect…but top 30–40 in the draft, I don’t see it. 
What I do see is all ‘meh’ data points… 

— He’s very thin-framed for an inside linebacker at 6′3″/234. On tape, you see he looks more like a wide 
receiver than a linebacker. When he posted the lowest amount of bench reps (15) among LB prospects 
at the NFL Combine, I wasn’t shocked – very long, thin arms. Kinda thin/wiry all over. 

— Cunningham has average speed and agility for his size and position. Not damning, but not ‘wow’. 

— When I watch Cunningham on tape, I see an engaged, tough player. He makes some solid tackles. He 
also tries to tackle too many ball-carriers with his arms. His big move is reaching out with his long arms 
and grabbing ball-carriers up high by the jersey and then wrangling them to the ground. He’s going to 
get crucified for that at the next level. He’s not going to be able to get away with it that often. If then 
forced to rely upon the force and strength of traditional tackling…I worry he’s going to have a hard time 
bringing down 220+ pound RBs with his thinner frame, much less shedding the blocks of 300+ pound 
lineman. You can see on tape…he’s too easily pushed out of a play by good blockers. 

It’s not all bad, I say all these negative things to fight the valuation that Cunningham is a first-rounder. In 
fact, he may have more ‘bust’ probabilities than likelihood he’ll add to his frame and become a monster 
in middle – but that possibility of upside is on the table and makes Cunningham a legit NFL prospect, but 
one that needs work. He’s not a ‘plug and play’ Rookie of the Year candidate. 

Honestly, I’m rattled by his Georgia tape from 2016. Facing legit-sized/legit-talent RBs, Cunningham had 
19 tackles, a career high. 13 of them were assisted…a lot Cunningham joining a pack to bring down a 
runner. But something not in the box score – Cunningham missing tackles because his lunging, up-high 
grab technique was just brushed off like a gnat by Bulldogs RBs Nick Chubb and Sony Michel. 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home


 2017 NFL DRAFT SCOUTING REPORT 

MARCH 28, 2017 

 
 
 

College Football Metrics| 2  
 

Zach Cunningham has NFL skills, but he also has work to do with his body and technique. There’s a 
chance he’ll blossom at the next level, but based on the data we have now…it’s more likely he’s 
mediocre than anything special. 

We classify Cunningham more as an ILB than OLB. His skillset and playing style are ILB in a 4-3 or bust in 
the NFL. Not quick enough to be any type of rusher off the edge. 

  

Zach Cunningham, through the lens of our “ILB” Scouting Algorithm 
If you take two games away from 2016 (Tennessee and Missouri), then Cunningham would have posted 
53 solo tackles and 52 assisted tackles. There are a lot of assisted tackles in his 2016 numbers…on a 
team that was #57 against the run in 2016, and allowed 203.7 yards rushing per game on the road. It 
wasn’t a great run defense – and they got run on…allowing Cunningham more tackle opportunities. 

Cunningham racked 30.5 TFLs the past two seasons – 1.2 per game. That’s a great output for 
Cunningham. He definitely has NFL linebacker instincts and abilities but they appear to be more 
‘average’ NFL linebacker than anything special next level given his frame and footspeed. 

Had 10 or more tackles in 10 of his last 16 games played. 

Had the longest arm length of any LB prospect at the NFL Combine – 34.4″. 

  

NFL Combine data… 
6′3.4″/234, 34.4″ arms, 9.3″ hands 

4.67 40-time, 4.29 shuttle, 7.03 three-cone 

15 bench press reps (lowest among all LB prospects), 35.0″ vertical, 10′5″ broad jump 

  

Cunningham’s college stats at CFB Reference:  http://www.sports-reference.com/cfb/players/zach-
cunningham-1.html 

  

The NFL “ILB” that Zach Cunningham most compares with statistically in college, 
within our system: 
Cunningham might remind you of recent SEC star, thinner-framed linebacker prospect turned highly 
competent NFL linebacker – Alec Ogletree. I would just say that Ogletree was much more dynamic in 
college than Cunningham…and posted better numbers in most every category in our performance 
metrics. 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
http://www.sports-reference.com/cfb/players/zach-cunningham-1.html
http://www.sports-reference.com/cfb/players/zach-cunningham-1.html
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Table 413 
  

 

ILB 
ratings Last First Year College H H Weight 

Tackle 
Strength 
Metric 

Speed 
Agility 
Metric 

6.348 Cunningham Zach 2017 Vandy 6 3.4 234 7.20 6.52 

5.167 Kwiatkoski Nick 2016 West Va 6 2.0 243 7.53 4.69 

7.633 Vigil Zach 2015 Utah State 6 2.0 240 8.51 4.64 

7.880 Ryan Jake 2015 Michigan 6 2.3 240 8.45 7.65 

8.842 Greenway Chad 2006 Iowa 6 2.4 242 9.55 4.35 

9.550 Ogletree Alec 2013 Georgia 6 2.4 242 9.20 6.09 

4.930 Hepburn Brandon 2013 Florida 
A&M 

6 2.4 240 6.85 6.12 

4.929 Mosley C.J 2014 Alabama 6 2.0 234 6.65 4.86 
  

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home


*A score of 8.00+ is where we see a stronger correlation of LBs going on to become NFL 
good/great/elite. A score of 10.00+ is more rarefied air in our system and indicates a greater probability 
of becoming an elite NFL LB. 

All of the LB ratings are based on a 0–10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in certain 
instances. 

Tackle-Strength Metrics = A combination of several physical and performance measurements. An 
attempt to classify the LB prospect’s ability to stop the run, as well as to gauge how physical the player 
is, and the likelihood of higher tackle counts in the NFL. All based on profiles of LBs historically. 

Speed-Agility Metrics = A combination of several speed, agility, and size measurements…as well as game 
performance data to profile an LB for speed/agility based on LBs historically. A unique measuring system 
to look for LBs that profile for quickness, pass-coverage ability, and general ability to cover more ground. 

  

2017 NFL Draft outlook… 
For some, Cunningham is a late first round pick. For most, he’s an early second round pick. I’m going to 
lean that he is more of a second round pick than first. I see him going between picks 30 and 50. I think 
Cunningham has hope but I wouldn’t pay that price for him. 

NFL Outlook: I would bet heavy on ‘average’/mediocre for his NFL career…and that’s all I see in the 
data. Cunningham might be just a steady hand but not a standout. He has an upside if he changes his 
body type…but runs the risk of struggling in the NFL if he doesn’t. 
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