
 

Pa
ge

0 

  

NFL DRAFT 2017 SCOUTING REPORT: DE 

DEREK BARNETT, TENNESSEE 

BY: R.C. FISCHER 

TOTAL FOOTBALL ADVISORS, LLC 

  

APRIL 4, 2017 



Confiden�al 

Pa
ge

1 

CONTENTS 

NFL Draft 2017 Scouting Report: DE Derek Barnett, Tennessee .......................... 2 

Derek Barnett, through the lens of our ‘DE’ Scouting Algorithm .......................... 3 

NFL Combine data… .................................................................................................................... 3 

The NFL DE prospect that Derek Barnett most compares with statistically in 

college, within our system: .................................................................................................. 4 

Table 428 .................................................................................................................................. 5 

2017 NFL Dra� outlook… ................................................................................................................ 6 

NFL Outlook: ............................................................................................................................... 7 

Copyright Statement ....................................................................................................................... 7 

 

 

Visit www.fantasyfootballmetrics.com  

http://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.com/


Confiden�al 

Pa
ge

2 

NFL DRAFT 2017 SCOUTING REPORT: DE DEREK BARNETT, TENNESSEE 

*DL grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day 
workouts, leaked Wonderlic test results, etc. We will update ratings as new info 
becomes available 

  

The Derek Barnett study is a confusing one. His performance numbers in the SEC 
say, “Star” for the NFL…his measurables say, “No, thank you” for the NFL. 

When I looked at this conflict of data on paper, I went to the tape for more clarity. I 
gotta tell you…I don’t see it. I think there are enough data and tape concerns here to 
put Barnett in the “Not willing to pay the price” category of prospect. 

Barnett has enough athleticism to get to the NFL. His college performance has 
warranted a strong look – 10.0 or more sacks the past two seasons in the SEC. 22.0 
sacks in his last 20 games. He’s producing. He has something to look at for the NFL, 
but I would never pay a top 10 overall or even first-round price for it. 

You need look no further than his 2016 Alabama tape. You look at the box score 
from that game – 3 tackles, 2.0 TFLs, 1.0 sacks, 1 INT…looks pretty good, right? It 
wasn’t all that hot. Not to me. Not from the ‘top 10 overall’ judgment viewpoint. As 
soon as I turned on tape of Barnett pre-NFL Combine and then downed a bunch of it 
this week, I saw an ‘it’…a bad ‘it’. I fear Barnett’s just too slow of an athlete to be 
highly successful as a rush end at the next level. He comes up off the snap far too 
slow, and when he gives chase to things happening nearby he’s always a step 
behind/the ballcarriers are not in fear of him. I quasi-hated his tape. I wrote ‘NFL 
bust potential‘ as one of my notes during the tape-watching sessions. 

Sure, Barnett put up numbers. He’s a good football player…he might be a ‘great’ 
college player and an average joe in the pros. Barnett gives effort to get to the 
backfield. He has better than average college speed, so he’ll beat a typical college 
blocker and get to the prize. He has pretty nimble feet to skate past a blocker here 
and there, but by and large his pass rush is pretty blockable. Offensive tackles are 
able to get into position by the time Barnett is finally upright and moving off the 
snap. Barnett does do a good job of anticipating a snap count, so he caught some 
OTs by surprise – and that’s how he got his sack versus Alabama. But that’s not 
likely to be an advantage he’ll carry to the NFL. 

In addition to my two concerns (slow/4.88 40-time and slow-looking on tape), at the 
NFL Combine he was ‘sick’ but fought through. At his Pro Day, he talked about a 
hamstring issue but was going to fight through it. Either he really is a ‘gamer’ or this 
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all seems a little odd…all these stories about him not being 100% but giving it a go 
anyway. Builds in an excuse for a mediocre performance. I’m not saying to take 
either side of the story, but if I were a top 10 prospect for people, pre-Combine, and 
I was really sick or close to it…and I knew I was a 4.88 runner…I’d duck out of the 
drills. You can only get hurt by a subpar performance at the NFL Combine (when 
everyone has built you up as a god). Barnett had a subpar Combine performance 
and now his draft stock is dropping. 

Barnett is a solid citizen. He’s quiet/unassuming. I don’t think he’s what amped up 
defensive coordinators will like when they speak to him in meetings. He’s not a 
super-athlete. He’s mild-mannered and likable. He’s not the cartoon image of what 
D-Cs look for…so I think he’ll fall some in this draft. For me, there are too many 
negatives to pay a high price. Weak tape versus top opponents. Weak NFL Combine 
measurables. ‘Blah’ personality. I’d just pass for the price. 

  

DEREK BARNETT, THROUGH THE LENS OF OUR ‘DE’ SCOUTING ALGORITHM 

The performance numbers say I’m off my rocker… 

20.5 TFLs as a freshman in 2014. 52.0 career TFLs, #2 all-time in the SEC since 
2005 (and left school a year early). He has shown an obvious ability to get to the 
backfield. 

32.0 sacks in his career. Led the SEC in 2013 and is the all-time leader in the SEC 
(since 2005), breaking some of Reggie White’s records at Tennessee. The output 
demands he be taken seriously. I just don’t see the same guy on tape or in the 
measurables. 

  

NFL COMBINE DATA… 

6′3.0″/259, 32.1″ arms, 10.0″ hands 

4.88 40-time, 1.70 10-yard, 6.96 three-cone, 4.44 shuttle 

31.0″ vertical, 9′9″ broad jump, DNP bench press 

— Of the 16 DE prospects at the NFL Combine who weighed less than 260 pounds, 
Barnett was tied with one other prospect for the slowest 40-time among them. He 
also had the third-shortest arms, third-worst 10-yard, but the fourth-best three-
cone. 
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Barnett’s college stats on CFB Reference: http://www.sports-
reference.com/cfb/players/derek-barnett-2.html 

  

THE NFL DE PROSPECT THAT DEREK BARNETT MOST COMPARES WITH 

STATISTICALLY IN COLLEGE, WITHIN OUR SYSTEM: 

Derek Barnett is so productive, despite the measurables (and my tape claims) that 
he is grading solidly…and grades like many other DE prospects we’ve been more 
wrong on. A guy like Melvin Ingram is a great example – analysts say he’s the 
greatest, we say he’s very flawed…he goes to the NFL is ‘OK’/good. He isn’t great but 
he isn’t bad either. That would be my argument against Barnett – to not buy into the 
‘great’ story line, but maybe price him as his upside is ‘good’. 

  

http://www.sports-reference.com/cfb/players/derek-barnett-2.html
http://www.sports-reference.com/cfb/players/derek-barnett-2.html
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TABLE 428 

 

DE-
rating Last First Draft 

Yr College H H Weight Power, 
Strgth 

Speed, 
Agility 

Pass-
Rush 
rating 

Tackle 
rating 

6.403 Barnett Derek 2017 Tennessee 6 3.0 259 6.86 5.68 7.49 6.56 

4.273 Ingram Melvin 2012 So. 
Carolina 

6 1.1 264 7.89 8.66 7.42 6.15 

5.296 Ninkovich Rob 2006 Purdue 6 3.1 260 7.48 4.48 6.99 6.74 

3.824 Curry Vinny 2012 Marshall 6 3.0 266 6.27 3.24 5.11 8.25 

4.181 Calhoun Shilique 2016 Michigan 
St 

6 4.3 251 7.26 6.63 6.87 4.80 

4.525 Bass David 2013 Mo. 
Western 

6 3.7 262 6.73 4.97 6.32 6.87 

2.914 Tollefson Dave 2006 NW Mo St 6 4.2 255 7.73 6.80 7.38 5.81 
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*A score of 8.00+ is where we see a stronger correlation of DEs going on to become 
NFL good/great/elite. A score of 10.00+ is more rarefied air in our system and 
indicates a greater probability of becoming an elite NFL DE. 

All of the DE ratings are based on a 0–10 scale, but a player can score negative, or 
above a 10.0 in certain instances. 

Power-Strength Metrics = A combination of several measurements. An attempt to 
classify the DE prospect as more of a battle-in-the-trenches type of DE, a ‘bull-
rusher’, and/or a DE prospect who has some DT capabilities. 

Speed-Agility Metrics = A combination of several speed, agility, size measurements. 
A unique measuring system to look for DEs who profile more as speed-rush, stand-
up DEs, and/or possible OLBs. 

Pass-Rusher Rating = A combination of physical measurables, and college 
performance, graded historically for future NFL profiling. In the simplest of terms, 
this is an attempt to classify whether a particular DE is likely to achieve high sack 
totals in the NFL. We know the ‘system’/scheme the DE goes on to play in has a part 
in future success…but so do the player’s skills and performance history. “You can’t 
keep a good man/DE down,” we’d like to think. 

Tackling Rating = A combination of physical measurables, and college performance, 
graded historically for future NFL profiling. In the simplest of terms, this is an 
attempt to classify the DE as one more likely to be involved in a heavy amount of 
tackles, tackles for a loss, and forced fumbles. Lower-scoring DEs in this subcategory 
tend to be more pure pass-rushers/specialists. This is also our attempt to quantify, if 
it’s possible, the ‘toughness’ of a player.  

  

2017 NFL DRAFT OUTLOOK… 

I just looked at the big websites – Barnett is #14 overall on ESPN and #8 on CBS, so 
he still had top 15 momentum…but he’s definitely lost his top five momentum. In the 
end, I think measurables will cause him to drop to #15–30 overall range…and 
everyone will claim ‘great value’ when it happens. I just think there are far better 
players than Barnett to choose from in the first round. 

Scouts, websites, analysts who have Barnett in the top 15 and don’t have Jordan 
Willis in the top 50 should be arrested for scouting fraud. 
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NFL OUTLOOK: Will be useful in the NFL. Upside to ‘good’ and downside to ‘possible 
bust’ (because of draft status). 
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