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NFL DRAFT 2017 SCOUTING REPORT: SAF/CB CHIDOBE AWUZIE, COLORADO 

FS/SS grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day 
workouts, Wonderlic test results leaked, etc. We will update info as it becomes 
available. 

  

I missed it the first time around with Chidobe Awuzie. When I watched some of his 
highlight reel and some of random 2016 game tape to get up to speed on the NFL 
Combine players, I walked away not swayed or grabbed one way or the other. He 
looked fine…not great and not awful. I left with very little impression/strong feeling. 
It wasn’t until I did a deeper study that I understood what is going on. 

I saw Awuzie’s NFL Combine performance and was impressed, but not excited. He 
has the size (6’0″/202) and speed of a legit NFL CB prospect, a little small with his 
hands (8.5″) and arms/reach (30.7″), but overall ‘fine’. I looked over his 
performance numbers and they were OK/’fine’ too…again, nothing stellar. Awuzie 
graded for us as a mediocre corner prospect. Nothing really stood out ‘on paper’. 
Then I saw my issue/opportunity on the tape… 

When I watched several of his game tapes it became clear – Awuzie is a better 
safety prospect than a true corner prospect. By his own admission, Awuzie was a 
corner for Colorado but played like a safety or a linebacker. He started games and 
played primarily as a cornerback, but several times a game he would shift to another 
spot on the field to add confusion. Sometimes he’d hover over the middle like a 
safety/linebacker, and more than just a few times in games he would line up as a 
quasi-rusher off the edge and blitz the backfield off the snap. Most college corners 
just play cornerback; they follow their receiver all over – that’s their job. Awuzie 
covered receivers for the Buffs, but also played the run like a safety and blitzed the 
backfield like an outside linebacker. He had 4.0 sacks this season and last season as 
well. 

As a corner prospect, you can argue whether Awuzie is ‘good’ or just ‘OK’ for the 
NFL. He’s a solid enough cover corner prospect for sure. However, when you add his 
multi-faceted skills into the equation, things get interesting. He’s a prospect that can 
be used as a strong or free safety, he might be transformed to a linebacker/safety 
hybrid, and we know he can play as a physical corner (with nice speed-agility too). 
You get a lot of possibilities with Awuzie. Our best grade on him is as a safety with 
great tackle ability but high-end cover skills (among safeties). He might be a lesser-
talented Sean Davis (2016 Steelers 2nd-round pick, and CFM top 5 prospect overall 
in the 2016 NFL Draft). 
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Awuzie is a solid citizen for an NFL team as a well. A good student, and participates 
in charity work as well. He was a two-star recruit, but he worked his way to impact 
the Colorado defense quickly – getting heavy playing time as a true freshman. A 
future team leader potentially, a solid locker room guy, plus a swiss army knife of 
defensive options to play – Awuzie may not be a superstar at any one thing but his 
versatility makes him a great prospect for an NFL team. 

  

CHIDOBE AWUZIE, THROUGH THE LENS OF OUR SAFETY SCOUTING 

ALGORITHM: 

Unusual career numbers for a guy thought of as a CB prospect – 25.0 career TFLs 
and 9.0 career sacks. 

Awuzie’s tackle totals/per game metrics (5.5 per game over his career in 48 games 
played) are up at the top of the CB class, rivaling guys who are trying to convert to 
cornerback but played safety most every down in 2016. He’s 5th all-time in the PAC-
12 (since 2005) in solo tackles (212). 

Forced six fumbles in his college career. #16 all-time in forced fumbles in the PAC-
12 (since 2005)…from a guy known as a cornerback. 

He can cover — #5 in passes defended in the PAC-12 in 2016, and is #6 all-time in 
the PAC-12 with 25 PDs. 

  

NFL COMBINE DATA… 

5’11.7″/202, 8.5″ hands, 30.7″ arms 

4.43 40-time, 6.81 three-cone, 4.14 shuttle 

16 bench reps, 34.5″ vertical, 11’0″ broad jump 

  

Awuzie’s college stats on CFB Reference: http://www.sports-
reference.com/cfb/players/chidobe-awuzie-1.html 

  

  

http://www.sports-reference.com/cfb/players/chidobe-awuzie-1.html
http://www.sports-reference.com/cfb/players/chidobe-awuzie-1.html
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THE NFL SAFETY THAT CHIDOBE AWUZIE MOST COMPARES WITH 

STATISTICALLY IN COLLEGE, WITHIN OUR SYSTEM: 

I had not run the comparison list until I had written the upper two sections. I was 
stunned when I saw the list of names. I was half-kidding about the Sean 
Davis comp. Ed Reed? Wow. I don’t see that when I look at that tape, but our 
computer models say it is possible. 
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TABLE 493  

 

 

Overall Last First Yr College HT HT Weight 
Tackle 
Strngth 
Metrics 

Speed 
Cover 
Metric 

Strong 
Safety 

Free 
Safety 

8.294 Awuzie Chidobe 2017 Colorado 5 11.7 202 7.70 8.32 36.8% 63.2% 

7.416 Randall Damarious 2015 Arizona St 5 10.7 196 6.15 8.55 42.6% 57.4% 

9.172 Davis Sean 2016 Maryland 6 1.0 201 9.31 9.60 55.2% 44.8% 

7.348 McMahon Ryan 2013 Sacramento 
St 

5 10.6 207 8.16 8.39 50.6% 49.4% 

10.629 Reed Ed 2002 Mia, Fla 5 11.0 201 9.50 10.41 39.1% 60.9% 

6.713 Davis Cody 2013 Texas Tech 6 1.4 204 11.03 7.86 61.1% 38.9% 
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*The ratings are based on a 1–10 rating scale, but a prospect can score over 10.0+ 
and less than 0.0. 

OVERALL RATING — We merge the data from physical measurables, skill 
times/counts from the NFL Combine/Pro Days, with college performance data 
available on pass coverage/tackles, etc. and grade it compared to our database 
history of all college SS/FS prospects, with a focus on which SS/FS prospects went 
on to be good-great-elite in the NFL. We found characteristics/data points that the 
successful NFL SS/FS’s had in common in college, that most other SS/FS prospects 
could not match/achieve. 

Scoring with a rating over a 7.0+ in our system is where we start to take a SS/FS 
prospect more seriously. Most of the future NFL-successful college SS/FS prospects 
scored 8.0+ in our system, and most of the NFL-superior FS/SSs pushed ratings 
more in the 9–10.0+ levels overall. Future NFL busts will sneak into the 8.0+ rating 
range from time to time. 

TACKLE/STRENGTH METRIC — A combination of physical measurables and college 
performance, graded historically for future NFL profiling. In the simplest of terms, 
this is an attempt to classify the SS/FS as one more likely to be involved in a heavy 
amount of tackles, forced fumbles, and physical hits to separate a WR from the ball. 
It also gives some insight into the “toughness” of a player, if it is possible to quantify 
that (this is our attempt to). 

SPEED/COVERAGE METRIC — A combination of several speed, agility, size 
measurements as well as college performance. A unique measuring system to look 
for SS/FS prospects that profile for superior coverage skills and abilities. 

  

  

2017 NFL DRAFT OUTLOOK… 

Chidobe Awuzie has a ton of variation in mock drafts. ESPN has him currently 
ranked #48 overall. CBS has him #27. Our own Xavier Cromartie has him 
projected #22 overall. You could have found Awuzie projected in the third-round a 
few weeks ago, but he’s really heating up. I think he’s going to sneak into the first 
round given his versatility, athleticism, and character. 

NFL OUTLOOK: I could see Awuzie settling in as a starting free safety in the NFL…a 
respected, solid defender. Possible Pro Bowl safety, but perhaps just shy of that is 
his ceiling. 
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