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Scouting Report: QB Drew Lock, Missouri 

*Our QB grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, leaked Wonderlic test 

results, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

 

This is the first QB scouting report that I’m typing out for 2019, so saying this is the most overrated 

prospect of all the ones I have studied this year might not mean all that much at the moment… but I 

would not be shocked if it stayed that way through the end. Drew Lock is a pretty weak QB prospect. I 

believe that with my eyes and our computer scouting models see the same thing. 

I did some preview scouting of Lock in the summer of 2018 and then a more full-length research in 

December 2018 – and I had the same feelings. I cannot believe this guy is being discussed as a top 25-50 

overall draft pick. 

Where do you want to begin? 

You can start out with just looking at and listening to Lock off the field. Nice enough young person to 

speak with but non-verbally/his optics are not good -- his hair/look is sloppy, and his face appears 

pudgy, unchiseled/unathletic. He’s comes off as ‘unimpressive’ at a glance. You think ‘look’ plays no 

factor with the NFL and scouting…and you’d be 100% wrong – I don’t mean ‘pretty’, I mean ‘looks like a 

franchise QB’. Lock does not look like a franchise QB…not now, not before his agent tries to change the 

perception/look. What a player looks like doesn’t really matter to me or my scouting models. I’m just 

noting that his ‘look’ jumped out at me the first time I started studying him and looking at off the field 

items. It creates a pre-perception right away for people who aren’t going to really crunch the tape or 

data. 

More importantly, it’s the on-field Lock that raises concerns for me…he plays like he ‘looks’ – sloppy, no 

urgency, ‘low energy’. He’s one of the worst highly-thought-of quarterback prospects I’ve seen in recent 

years. 

When you really study his tape, his problems are obvious and frightening…frightening that people could 

actually think they see something here for the NFL. Lock spends most of his time totally flat-footed in 

the pocket, like a statue and just throws all arm/no leg drive…and with very little velocity 95% of the 

time. The odd thing is he can really rocket the ball when he has time. He has a great arm…when he 

throws properly. However, especially in muddy situations, too many times Lock looks like he’s trying to 

throw an egg to a partner in a contest where you have to not break the egg upon transfer. ‘Baby throws’ 

is what I wrote in my notes. Soft tosses with so little velocity the ball doesn’t spiral it just flops about like 

a deflating balloon to the intended receiver. Lock either throws a 100 MPH fast ball or a 20 MPH dead 

duck – on downfield passes not easy bubble screens, etc. It’s a weird thing to watch. 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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I watched his tape against Alabama, Georgia, South Carolina, and Kentucky this season (0-4 record with 

1 TD/5 INTs)…and I just stopped looking any further. I was done. I was convinced he was nothing that 

was going to matter in the NFL. Then I ran the computer scouting model…confirmation of ‘nothing’. 

Lock has the on-field ‘look’ at times. He has height (6’3”+). He has pretty good feet, probably a 4.8+ 

runner…he can scamper a bit if needed. Every once and a while (against better competition) he gets all 

the time in the world and steps into a throw and zings it OK…he has a quick release. If I cherry picked his 

five most impressive college throws (usually into coverage but somehow finding the receiver), you’d be 

impressed with the tall gunslinger. If I showed you all his college throws, it would make you sick to your 

stomach in short order. 

The best-case scenario, the case to be made for Lock as an NFL prospect…is that maybe, just maybe, 

someone could develop him to use his body to throw/drive the football and go from there, but I just do 

not think it’s in Lock to have a Joe Montana makeover. I think he is the sloppy mechanical thrower 

shown on tape, no real desire/ability to fix it, and some of it coming because he’s confused in the pocket 

reading defenses and loves to just check down and settle for short throws…out of self-defense because 

his downfield passing skills are so bad. 

In this day and age of competent, well-schooled, mechanically sound, instantly-not-overwhelmed-in-

the-NFL passers flooding the NFL from the college ranks…Lock is an embarrassment among them. He’s 

not in that ‘ready-to-go’ category. There are several more polished passers to be had in this 

draft…’reaching’ for Lock because of occasional ‘big arm’ is not a wise decision – but some NFL team will 

go there; just like with Josh Allen in 2018. 

 

Drew Lock, Through the Lens of Our QB Scouting Algorithm: 
 

Lock faced five SEC teams with winning records in 2018, he went 1-4 with 4 TD passes and 5 

INTs…crushed by Alabama, Georgia, South Carolina, and Kentucky – saved a total humiliation among this 

group with a 3 TDs/0 INT win over Florida. 

In 2017, Lock had bigger numbers than in 2018 – 44 TDs/13 INTs (25/8 in 2018). However, 23 TDs/4 INTs 

came in four games against bottom feeders on his 2017 schedule (Missouri State, U Conn, Idaho, 

Arkansas). 21 TDs/9 INTs with a 3-6 record against all his other opponents. 

Lock threw 96 TD passes in his 49-game career for Missouri…40 of those 96 TDs came in 8 games (5.0 

per game) against mostly FCS-level teams/defenses (Eastern Michigan, Delaware State, Missouri State, 

Idaho, U Conn, Tenn.-Martin, Wyoming, Memphis) – with an 8-0 record. He had a 13-24 record in all his 

other starts with 45 TD passes (1.2 TD passes per game) and 36 INTs (almost one per game). 

His performance relative to the level of competition he faced shows Lock to be a fraud. 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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This report is being written well before the College All-Star games and NFL Combine, so we do not have 

exact measurables. My projections would be: 

6’3.5”/220 with 9.75” hands, 4.85 runner with 7.00 three-cone. 

 

 

The Historical QB Prospects to Whom Drew Lock Most Compares Within Our System: 

 

Lock comparing to Josh Allen makes too much sense. I was an instant detractor on Allen the first time 

(and second and third) times I scouted him. I saw the same strong armed, erratic QB in the pros in 2018 

with Allen. All that said – I’d take Allen ahead of Lock, if forced to choose.  

At least, Allen has an energy that goes with the chaos. Lock just puts me to sleep with his body language 

and poor play.  

  

QB-
Score 

Name Name Yr College H W Adj 
Comp 
Pct 

Adj 
Yds 
per 

Comp 

Adj 
Pass 
per 
TD 

Adj 
Pass 
Per 
INT 

5.726 Lock Drew 2019 Missouri 75.5 220 58.5% 11.7 22.6 33.7 

4.028 Allen Josh 2018 Wyoming 76.7 237 54.0% 10.2 26.3 26.3 

2.729 Rush Cooper 2017 C. Michigan 74.5 228 61.6% 11.4 26.2 31.0 

1.546 Stevens Nick 2018 Colorado St 75.0 215 57.8% 12.0 25.1 39.9 

3.228 Smith Brett 2014 Wyoming 74.0 208 60.5% 10.5 22.3 28.5 

 

*“Adj” = A view of adjusted college output in our system…adjusted for strength of opponent. 

**A score of 8.5+ is where we see a stronger correlation of QBs going on to become NFL good-to-great. 

A scouting score of 9.5+ is rarefied air—higher potential for becoming great-to-elite.  

QBs scoring 6.0–8.0 are finding more success in the new passing era of the NFL (2014–on). Depending 

upon the system and surrounding weapons, a 6.0–8.0 rated QB can do fine in today’s NFL—with the 

right circumstances…but they are not ‘the next Tom Brady’ guys, just NFL-useful guys.  

 

 

 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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2019 NFL Draft Outlook: 

Lock has a lot of momentum as a late-1st or early-2nd round draft pick right now. I think part of the 

hype is that this 2019 draft, early on, feels like it is devoid of any real QB talent. Analysts are reaching for 

something because there’s not much to work with here among the ‘given’ names. 

Whenever a top QB prospect has early heat, especially one from the SEC, they typically keep some of 

the draft momentum throughout the process. I’d be shocked if Lock went in the 1st-round, but then, I’m 

constantly shocked by NFL scouting. My guess is Lock will fall because there really is no ‘it’ factor with 

him and there’s plenty of (bad) tape to figure him out on by the time April hits. I’d project Lock as a 2nd-

3rd rounder on draft day. 

If I were an NFL GM, I would not have Lock on my draft board beyond just for tracking purposes. He’s 

not a draftable QB in my world. He’s a waste of a draft pick. Too many other QBs that are ready-to-go to 

waste time trying to ‘fix’ Drew Lock. 

 

NFL Outlook:    

Will be drafted to be a developmental backup for an NFL team. He’ll get a couple of years behind an 

established QB and eventually just fade from memory and fade from the league without any real impact 

by year 3-4-5 of his journey.  
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