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Scouting Report: QB Ryan Finley, N.C. State 

*Our QB grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, leaked Wonderlic test 

results, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

 

I like Ryan Finley as a QB prospect well enough. I don’t think he’s great or elite, but he’s not bad. He 

could start in the NFL. He might have some upside paired with the right head coach (*checks NFL 

coaching list…sorry, Sean McVay is taken…better luck next life*). I think Finley is a perfectly capable NFL 

QB…a great backup to have behind a great starter, a guy who could handle himself solidly if forced to 

play due to starter injury.  

I also know this…everyone from scouts to analysts will hate/ignore him, and thus NFL GMs and head 

coaches will dislike/ignore him, and thus the fans won’t pay him any mind as he gets drafted in the 4th-

5th-round. He’s almost dead on arrival because of ‘perception’…and I will absolutely not understand 

why.  

How anyone can confidently push Daniel Jones as a top guy and pay Finley no mind/lip service is 

showing themselves to be an echo chamber of the herd. Finley and Jones are basically the same QB who 

played in the same conference (ACC) and had similar-ish stats…except Finley is actually a good, accurate 

NFL thrower and Daniel Jones is a minor fraud…other than that, pretty similar.  

Hate/ignore Finley all you want, just don’t tell me how much you like Daniel Jones…because that’s 

foolish.  

Oh, and I just described EVERY national football analyst in the free world’s opinion on Jones v. Finley. 

They all like Jones over Finley and they don’t even know why…other than ‘they say…’.  

Jones is three-years younger than Finley, so I get that. Jones is a little quicker runner…fine. But none of 

that should overlook that Jones isn’t a high-end passer and shows a ton of flaws from the pocket. Jones 

aside, let’s focus on Finley for a bit… 

Finley is a very smart QB/human…All-Academic ACC. Working on his 2nd Master’s degree. He’s no 

dummy (just like Jones, who had Ivy League offers).  

Finley started his career at Boise State, was there for two seasons, wasn’t playing much/got a season-

ending ankle injury and then transferred direct to N.C. State where he took over as a three-year starter 

immediately and had a 25-14 record, completing 65%+ of his passes with 60 passing TDs and 25 INTs. He 

was a very good college QB. But is he a legit NFL QB? 

I think he is.  

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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Finley has beautiful pocket mechanics. Great balance and throwing mechanics with a very quick 

release…a dart-like throw to receivers. He’s not much of a runner, but he can move around a little as 

needed. There’s nothing to hate about Finley’s ability or style.  

Watching Finley against teams like Clemson (faced 3 times) – he as not phased in any game against 

them. He had them upset in 2017 but the team let it get away. Finley is capable but not imposing. He 

won games and had bigger performances against lesser/average teams and then had mixed bag 

numbers against tougher opponents…and no real signature wins. Signature ‘almost’ moments but not a 

real ‘wow’ moment/game/season.  

Why I would not call him an elite NFL prospect is because he’s a very solid, controlled QB…he’s not a 

super-aggressive attacker of the defense. You watch Mahomes-Mayfield-Goff types in college and they 

attack-attack-attack (with big success). Finley wasn’t raised/brought up in the fast-pace gunslinging aid 

raid attack. There are so many guys like Finley…really well-schooled, mechanically sound, productive, 

efficient…coming out of college it’s easy for one to get lost. As an example, Finley reminds me some of a 

lesser Josh Rosen or a calm/efficient, lesser modern-day Matt Ryan. Not guys that light up a room or 

locker room but are capable, respected QBs you can rely on…and might be pretty good if they get the 

full push and confidence from their franchise. I don’t think Finley will get that push and he’ll be gasping 

for air/attention too much over the years.   

You’re getting a capable, smart, solid-citizen QB prospect with Finley. A nice backup and emergency 

starter, a guy who gets 2-3-4 years backup experience and then might surprise people with more time 

under his belt in a system in a good NFL environment. I think he has upside to ‘capable starter’ in the 

NFL, in time…but he’s more likely going to fight a negative/neutral perception and be hard-pressed to 

get a chance. Given he’ll be 25 years old during the 2019 season…he doesn’t have a lot of time to waste 

– but I have a feeling it will go by fast and he’ll miss the window.  

 

 

Ryan Finley, Through the Lens of Our QB Scouting Algorithm: 
 

Finley improved his passer stats/totals/ratings in every one of his three seasons for N.C. State. He was 

good as a junior/1st-season at N.C. State (granted an extra year of eligibility to play 2018 for NC State) – 

his 2016 was better than any season Daniel Jones had, but then Finley kept building on 1st-year as 

starter and wound up averaging 302.2 yards passing per game in 2018.  

Finley gets hurt when you look at his numbers against the winning record teams in the ACC versus 

playing the weaker teams. He wasn’t terrible in these games, just not overpowering or statement 

making.  

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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Against winning record ACC teams: 

2018: 2-3 record, 9 TDs/6 INTs…and the numbers propped up by a 473 yard, 3 TD game against video 

game style game play Syracuse.  

2017: 3-2 record, 7 TDs/4 INTs. 

 

Ryan Finley had 300 or more yards passing in a game in eight of 13 games (62%) in 2018. Daniel Jones 

three times in 11 games (28%) in 2018.  

 

Finley v. Jones, overall, per game in 2018 (playing in same conference): 

67.4% Comp. Pct., 37.2 attempts, 302.2 yards, 1.9 passing TDs, 0.84 INTs, 8.1 yards per att. = Finley 

60.5% Comp. Pct., 35.6 attempts, 243.1 yards, 2.0 passing TDs, 0.81 INTs, 6.8 yards per att. = Jones 

 

Finley v. Jones, overall, per game against top ACC teams (v. Clemson, Virginia and B.C/Finley and 

Miami/Jones) 

2-1 record, 68.0 % Comp. Pct., 240.3 yards, 1.60 TD/1.33 INTs = Finley 

0-3 record, 54.4 % Comp. Pct., 176.0 yards, 0.33 TD/1.00 INTs = Jones 

 

Finley is projected to come in at around 6’3” tall and 210-215 pounds. He has a bit of a thinner frame, 

but not real red flag.  

 

 

The Historical QB Prospects to Whom Ryan Finley Most Compares Within Our System: 

 

Kirk Cousins was a name that came to mind when I was watching Finley tape, but I don’t think he has 

the aggressive, grinder ‘will’ of Cousins…and Cousins was saved by Sean McVay from near NFL 

extinction. T.J. Yates is appropriate for a comp too…NFL backup, solid college QB, kicks around the NFL 

as a trusted backup for a bit. Somewhere between Cousins and Yates lies Finley. 

 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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QB-
Score 

Last First Yr College H W Adj 
Comp 
Pct 

Adj 
Yds 
per 

Comp 

Adj 
Pass 
per 
TD 

Adj 
Pass 
Per 
INT 

6.982 Finley Ryan 2019 NC State 75.0 215 63.1% 12.0 22.7 31.1 

6.714 Cousins Kirk 2012 Mich State 74.5 205 61.0% 11.7 20.2 32.1 

7.084 Yates T.J. 2011 UNC 75.6 221 63.5% 13.7 21.0 41.3 

2.729 Rush Cooper 2017 C. Michigan 74.5 228 61.6% 11.4 26.2 31.0 

4.379 Carder Alex 2013 W. Michigan 73.5 218 62.5% 10.9 22.3 33.1 

0.628 Dysert Zac 2013 Miami, OH 75.2 228 62.1% 11.3 26.9 29.7 

 

*“Adj” = A view of adjusted college output in our system…adjusted for strength of opponent. 

**A score of 8.5+ is where we see a stronger correlation of QBs going on to become NFL good-to-great. 

A scouting score of 9.5+ is rarefied air—higher potential for becoming great-to-elite.  

QBs scoring 6.0–8.0 are finding more success in the new passing era of the NFL (2014–on). Depending 

upon the system and surrounding weapons, a 6.0–8.0 rated QB can do fine in today’s NFL—with the 

right circumstances…but they are not ‘the next Tom Brady’ guys, just NFL-useful guys.  

 

 

2019 NFL Draft Outlook: 

Projections on Finley are mostly 5th+ round, and I think he’s about locked into that range. He won’t 

impress at the Senior Bowl because he’s not physically imposing or speedy afoot or ‘big arm’…he’ll fly 

right below the radar all pre-draft. 4th-round at best. 5th-6th-round likely. 

If I were an NFL GM, I really wouldn’t have an interest in Finley because there are so many bargain QBs. 

I’d take Finley over Daniel Jones, for sure (I think I’ve made that clear) but I’d take Jarrett Stidham over 

Finley in a heartbeat as well.  

 

NFL Outlook:    

Drafted 5th+ round virtually ensuring the entire league sees him as a career backup. Sticks with a team 

for his rookie contract and has to hope an injury above him propels him to a chance. Likely a career 

backup for 5-6-7 years and then quietly disappears. He has a lot of education and degrees that allows 

him to ditch the NFL in shorter order and pursue a better career for himself.  

 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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Copyright Statement 
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All rights reserved. All content is for entertainment purposes only and TFA is not responsible or liable for personal adverse 

outcomes nor are any game results or forecasting guaranteed. Past results do not predict future outcomes. We are not held 

liable for any personal loses incurred. We are solely here to produce and provide content for recreational purposes. No part of 

this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, 

recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case 

of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law. For 

permission requests, email the publisher at rcfischer@fantasyfootballmetrics.com 
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