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BE PART OF THE CONVERSATION

ABOUT

speaksee
Our story is all about human connections.
Hearing aids, although great in many situations, are
not always reliable for most people during group
conversations. Since hearing aids amplify every sound
around you, it can be difficult to focus on what’s being
said, especially when multiple people are speaking at
the same time and there’s background noise, and in
those situations, even reading lips can be difficult.
As most day-to-day group conversations are not
accessible to people who are Deaf and hard of hearing,
many tend to avoid them, and that is exactly why we
created SpeakSee!
With SpeakSee we want to encourage people to make
connections and expand their horizons, and we hope
we have created something that will support people
with hearing loss to showcase their talents, share ideas,
and be part of all conversations.

BEHIND SPEAKSEE
’’When I tell people I grew up with deaf parents, they often say things
like: ‘Oh... well how was that for you? That must’ve been difficult..’
However, I never felt or noticed that my childhood was much different
from anyone else’s. The only difficulty I had was seeing how my parents
weren’t able to follow some conversations, like during family dinners.
I hope that SpeakSee will not only
support my parents in the more
challenging conversational settings,
but also empower millions of other
people with varying degrees of hearing
loss to participate in any conversation,
no matter the environment.’’

MARCEL VAN DER VEN
Co-Founder & CTO
Marcel is SpeakSee’s CTO and is responsible for the
technological development of our product and
keeping in touch with distributors and producers.
With a passion for electronics, Marcel has Bachelors
in Computer Engineering. He also has a background
as an R&D engineer, where he was responsible for the
complete process of hardware and software development.
”My motivation is first and foremost to create a new product that could have a
positive impact on society. With SpeakSee we have created something where
people can be included and nobody is left out because of a disability”
In 2016, Marcel travelled around the world to learn about the newest developments in his field, and built up an international network of prominent partners,
distributors, and producers.
”During the last 1.5 years I’ve gotten a much better understanding about people
with hearing loss and how this impacts their daily lives, and I am happy that I get
to use my engineering background to be part in creating a product that has the
potential to benefit peoples’ lives.”

JARI HAZELEBACH
Co-Founder & CEO
Jari is SpeakSee’s CEO and responsible for user
testing, marketing and sales. Having grown up as a
CODA (Child of Deaf Adults), with two Deaf parents he has
a personal motive for developing SpeakSee.
Over the last few years, Jari has been interacting with hundreds of people who
are Deaf and hard of hearing (HOH) and getting first hand insights in order to
develop a product based on what they want and need.
”I used to work for another start-up that also developed speech-to-text targeted
at the Deaf and HOH community, but I didn’t think that the technology involving
software only was good enough. Since I wasn’t able to develop the concept at
my previous role, I decided to come back to The Netherlands and develop
something myself. And finally, we have been able to create SpeakSee.”

HOW

speaksee

WORKS

SpeakSee captures the speech in conversations and transcribes it
into text, in real time.
This way people with hearing loss can read what’s being said. The
speakers position the microphones on their shirt, close to the sound
source. We use sophisticated microphone technology to capture
speech. This drastically improves audio quality and accuracy of the
transcripts. Also, when there is background noise.
SpeakSee can be plugged in to
smartphones, conference
call-systems and televisions.
The speech is captured and
transcribed into text.
Always subtitles!

DEMO VIDEO
The video shows a transcription of a conversation between
Jari, co-founder of SpeakSee, Bryan, our hard of hearing friend, and
Sofia, a curious newcomer.
Both Jari and Sofia are wearing the microphones, while Bryan can
follow the conversation through lip-reading and reading the text
on a small tablet on the table.

TIMELINE

Jari and his father
were thinking of a
way how he could
join in on business
meetings again.

2015

October
SpeakSee
becomes
registered as
a company by
Marcel & Jari

2016

May

August
Raised initial
investment to
develop prototype
August

2017

Endorsement NVVS
(Dutch hearing loss
association)

2018

May
June

July

SpeakSee wins
Young Astralian
Design Award

Proof-of-concept
finished and
tested & Endorsement from Action
on Hearing Loss

Finished prototype and
user testing
June

Crowdfunding
campaign
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