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NFL Draft 2015 Scouting Report: WR Devin Smith, 

Ohio State 

*WR grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, Wonderlic test 

results leaked, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

*WR-B stands for "Big-WR," a classification we use to separate the more physical, downfield/over-the-

top, heavy-red-zone-threat-type WRs. Our WR-S/"Small-WRs" are profiled by our computer more as slot 

and/or possession-type WRs who are less typically physical and rely more on speed/agility to operate 

underneath the defense and/or use big speed to get open deep...they are not used as weapons in the red 

zone as much.  

  

After watching Devin Smith in a number of games from the 2013 season and the 2014 campaign (and 

two 2015 games), I think Smith may be the first WR in college football history to play in 50 games over 

four seasons, playing heavily in most of those games…and never once get tackled by a defender.   

…I don’t mean that as a compliment. 

Predominantly, two things happened when Devin Smith was on the field as a WR for Ohio State the last 

few years: (1) He would run deep and occasionally (about once per game) catch a thrilling long ball 

heave, usually for a TD, or (2) He would run deep, and the play would go elsewhere (predominantly). 

You would think a WR this talented would be more involved in the game plan—that the coaches would 

force feed it to Smith? However, on rare occasions, there would be a purposeful bubble screen set up 

for him, usually closer to the goal-line/in the red-zone. How could the coaches be so blind with Smith? 

You know those ‘bad’ coaches…the ones that just pulled off the most improbable National 

Championship in our lifetimes. You know, the head coach who is arguably the single greatest football 

coach in the universe. How could they be so blind? 

Obviously, I’m kidding. They weren’t blind. They knew a truth that many football analysts are looking 

right past…blinded by the highlight reel bombs. Devin Smith has an NFL-body, and NFL-skill set, but he 

has a track star’s heart. 

When the National Championship was at stake vs. Oregon, Devin Smith was barely on the field. He 

played situationally and had one catch for 45-yards. In Ohio State’s biggest game in years—Smith was a 

rotational player. How in the world could people watch the 2015 college playoffs, and come away 

thinking Devin Smith is a top-25 NFL Draft prospect? 

In the early stages of the Draft process, the Mock Drafters are ranking players with emotion…mostly off 

highlight reels. Devin Smith is the king of the highlight reel…a very short one (33 catches in a 15 game 

season in 2014). Football fans/analysts marvel, and chirp about Smith’s 28.2 yards per catch in 2014—I 
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think it’s damning. I’d rather him have a lower YPC, because it would mean he actually made some 

normal catches, took some hits, and played like a three-down WR. 

I don’t even know what I’m supposed to scout here? It’s the same tape, the same plays over and over 

again. A stout Ohio State offense, with multiple weapons, every so often gunned one out to their track 

star going deep…and he’d catch a pass or two per game, usually about 5-10 yards wide-open. If Devin 

Smith was so good that he routinely burned DBs at 28.0 yards per catch rate—he should have 2,000+ 

yards receiving per year because he’s open all the time, and OSU would have jammed him the ball all 

the time. All that really happened with Smith was he was open on occasion, in an offense where he 

could get lost—and ‘boom’ 1 or 2 big plays in a game, maybe. 

If Smith were a 4.2+ runner, and that’s why he was always open, I might blame OSU for not getting him 

the ball more. However, Smith tested as just a solid 4.42 runner (solid for a supposedly great WR 

prospect), who doesn’t fully participate in the passing game. He’s just a gimmick option. He has skills—

he can catch, and is a nice athlete, but there are a hundred WRs in the NFL over the past few years who 

run 4.4s and can leap…and you barely know their names. You’ll have your memory jogged by a few of 

them in the next few sections. 

Smith has a track & field heart—he participated in track his entire OSU career, and (obviously) didn’t 

spend time improving himself as a WR. You could make the argument that Smith is raw, and could be 

‘made’ into an NFL WR with professional help. I don’t believe in those conversions. It says a lot about a 

person/player, when they are lauded for their football skills for years, and are heading toward 

graduation/the NFL (and possible big bucks)—and they choose not to improve their game. So weak is 

their final season effort, they spend a bunch of time on the sidelines during a title run—being used as a 

gimmick, and not being open a lot when in the game. However, now I’m supposed to believe Smith is 

going to ‘turn it on’ in the NFL? As a 5th+ round gamble, sure. As a top-100 pick, are you crazy…with all 

the WR talent flooding into the NFL? 

  

Devin Smith, Through the Lens of Our WR Scouting Algorithm: 
 

If I loved stat tallies for my basis of player evaluations, I’m not sure I could get past Smith’s 33 catches in 

a 15-game season playing on a very good college offense. Amari Cooper had more catches in his final 

three college games (34) than Smith had in all of 2015…all 15-games worth of it! 

Smith had 0, 1, or 2 catches in a game in 15 of his last 20 games. That’s awful. It’s every red flag that the 

team isn’t really trying to work him. The team won a national title with complimentary input from Smith. 

His best game came in a 59-0 blowout win vs. Wisconsin. 
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Along with the limited catches in games over Smith’s career, you also have just three times in the last 

two seasons (29 games) where he racked up 100+ yards in a game. Rare was it that Smith could string 

more than two of his ‘magical’ plays in the same game. In 10 of 15 games this past season, he clocked 

less than 70 yards in the game—‘not good’ for a supposed ‘monster playmaker’. 

Now, we’re supposed to believe he goes to the NFL and makes 5-6 catches a game for 70-100+ yards per 

contest? I don’t think so. 

Smith did fine at the NFL Combine, but he did not blow anyone away either. His 4.42 40-time was a 

disappointment to scouts. His 9.0” hands did not light anyone’s fire. His 1.56 10-yards split was solid, but 

not eye-opening. His body type screams ‘finesse, track athlete’…not ‘starting NFL WR’. 

There is nothing we see in the data that makes Smith jump as a future good-great pro. 

 

 

The Historical WR Prospects to Whom Devin Smith Most Compares Within Our System: 

 

Devery Henderson stands out on this list for me. You think of his time with the Saints—during the Saints 

prime. Henderson would have 1-2 big games a year, and 0-2 catches in all the rest of their games. He’d 

have a big play/game, and everyone would get excited, and then you wouldn’t hear from him for weeks 

at a time. 

Smith has NFL skills, like most of the guys on this list, but they were more known for being mostly one-

dimensional, marginal, occasional big-play producers—not highly targeted or productive starters. 

  

WR 
Score 

Draft 
Yr 

Last First College H H W Power 
Strngth 
Metric 

Speed 
Agility 
Metric 

Hands 
Metric 

6.08 2015 Smith Devin Ohio State 6 0.3 196 8.17 9.97 6.47 

6.27 2005 Bradley Mark Oklahoma 6 1.4 201 8.85 10.82 4.37 

6.33 2011 Moore Denarius Tennessee 5 11.6 194 7.36 10.95 7.39 

6.43 2004 Henderson Devery LSU 5 11.4 198 9.43 12.40 6.13 

5.41 2012 Martin Keshawn Michigan St 5 11.4 188 6.97 9.14 5.86 

6.84 2013 Thomas Laamar New Mexico 5 11.1 187 7.48 9.07 6.00 

5.24 2009 Edison Dominique SF Austin 6 2.1 204 8.01 8.08 7.29 

 

*A score of 7.0+ is where we start to take a Small-WR prospect more seriously. A score of 8.50+ is where 

we see a stronger correlation of a Small-WR going on to become NFL good/great/elite. A score of 10.00+ 
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is more rarefied air in our system and indicates a greater probability of becoming an elite NFL Small-

WR. 

All of the WR ratings are based on a 0–10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in 

certain instances. 

Overall WR score = A combination of several on-field performance measures, including refinement for 

strength of opponents faced. Mixed with all the physical measurement metrics, rated historically in our 

database. 

“Power-Strength” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding physical-size profiling, bench press 

strength, etc.  High scorers here project to be more physical, better blockers, and less injury-prone. 

“Speed-Agility” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding speed, agility, physical size, mixed with 

some on-field performance metrics. High scorers here project to have a better YAC and show 

characteristics to be used as deep threats/create separation. 

“Hands” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding on-field performance in college, considering 

the strength of opponents played. Furthermore, this data considers some physical profiling for hand size, 

etc. High scorers here have a better track record of college statistical performance, and overall this 

projects the combination of performance and physical data for the next level. 

 

 

2015 NFL Draft Outlook: 

I think Smith is going to continually drop in the NFL Draft. I think 'fan boys' like him better than the NFL 

does. Smith does have skill, so it’s wise at a certain Draft value to take a shot as a developmental but 

wasting a high pick on him seems insane. I want to say he’ll go in the 4th-round, but I know better…the 

NFL will take him in the 3rd-round. Too much magazine-type hype on him—someone will pay up for the 

‘hope’. 

If I were an NFL GM, I’d like to have a Devin Smith-like project late in the draft. Who wouldn’t? 

However, Smith will go in the first three-rounds, and I can find WR prospects just as gifted athletically, 

who were far superior WRs in college…and I can find them as undrafted free agents in many cases. 

 

NFL Outlook:    

Smith will be drafted with ‘hope’, and quickly disappoint because he is found to be just a big-play guy 

who is not even useful as a special teamer, because he will wilt as a return man as well (he was nothing 

special in a few returns in college early in his career). You have a very one-dimensional weapon here—

and there’s room for that in the NFL, so he’ll have a moment or two, but in the end he kicks around for 
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four-years gets released and bounces around a little to no real fanfare. He’ll have a forgettable career 

with a few neat highlight moments—more so in the preseason. 

It’s not about talent or skills as much as it is about heart and effort here. 
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