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NFL Draft 2014 Scouting Report: SAF Calvin Pryor, 

Louisville 

FS/SS grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, Wonderlic test 

results leaked, etc. We will update info as it becomes available. 

  

I could see the case for Calvin Pryor as the best Safety prospect in the 2014 Draft class. He's not our 

highest rated, but he rates well, and I can see watching his tape why he is so respected. 

I would probably argue that Deone Bucannon is the best overall Safety in this class because, while he 

plays like a Strong Safety, the metrics say he has great Free Safety potential 'on paper' as well...he just 

doesn't flash the coverage skills as much on tape as Pryor did in college. Bucannon is the best tackler in 

the Safety draft class, but he gets caught cheating up to play run on occasion, and overruns plays trying 

to make full-impact hits. On tape, the top Safety prospect who displays the most balance of run-

stopping and pass coverage is probably Pryor. 

Draft analysts tend to favor Free Safety prospects, with the thought that it is a passing league, and a 

great coverage Free Safety prospect is more important than a great tackling Strong Safety. I get that. On 

tape, Pryor gives you the best of both worlds. He hits like a sledgehammer, but drops into coverage 

nicely. I'd be more smitten with Pryor's aggressive tackling if Deone Bucannon hadn't already scared me 

with his vicious nature. Pryor is below Bucannon as a tackler, but that is not a 'diss' at all...everyone in 

this draft is behind Bucannon in the aggressive, violent tackler rankings. 

Pryor drops back into coverage well. On tape, you see a great, athletic Safety making proper decisions 

on when to drop and when to race toward the line of scrimmage. He plays taller and faster than he 

measures. 

That is where the problem comes in...his measurables. Pryor did not measure well at the 2014 NFL 

Combine, or at his Pro Day. He wasn't a bust, or a disaster or anything. He was just 'OK', and among 

top/elite Safety prospects he's 'just another guy' athletically. To put this in perspective, let's compare 

top 2014 Safety prospects Pryor, Ha Ha Clinton-Dix, and Bucannon in key measurables: 

• Height: 6'1.3" Clinton-Dix, 6'1.0" Bucannon, 5'11.1" Pryor 

• 40-time: 4.49 Bucannon, 4.58 Clinton-Dix, 4.58 Pryor 

• 10-yard split: 1.54 Bucannon, 1.58 Pryor, 1.60 Clinton-Dix 

• Vertical: 36.5" Bucannon, 34.5" Pryor, 33.0" Clinton-Dix 

• Arm length: 32.4" Bucannon, 32.4" Clinton-Dix, 31.4" Pryor 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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• Short Shuttle: 4.16 Clinton-Dix, 4.26 Bucannon, 4.30 Pryor 

• Broad Jump: 10'5" Bucannon, 9'11" Clinton-Dix, 9'8" Pryor 

It's not that Pryor is a red-flag in anything, per se, it's just that he is not at the top of the class in 

anything. Not even close. He's an average size and athlete for the NFL. He may have the 'heart of a lion', 

but it's hard to quantify that. 

Calvin Pryor is a quality football player, and a great tackler and nice coverage Safety. You want him on 

your NFL team. However, you don't want to pay 1st-round money for it. There were Safety prospects 

available after the 2nd-round last year who were as good or better. Deone Bucannon is still rated 

behind Pryor in almost every national ranking you can find...and Bucannon profiles better than Pryor. 

  

Calvin Pryor, Through the Lens of Our SAF Scouting Algorithm: 
 

There are no interesting clues to consider analyzing Pryor's three years for Louisville. He was really good 

the past two seasons, and solid in most every game played. The tougher the game, the better Pryor 

appeared to play. Louisville only lost three games in the past two years, and Pryor's output in those 

three games: 

9.7 total-tackles, 0.3 INT, 0.3 PD per game = Pryor vs. (losses to) Syracuse, UConn, C. Florida 

We've already chronicled Pryor's measurables versus the top guys in this class (above). To summarize 

what the computer says about Pryor, it would be: 'B+' performer and 'C+' athlete. A really nice NFL 

prospect, but 'best in class, we don't think so. He does look great on tape, however. 

 

 

The Historical SAF Prospects to Whom Calvin Pryor Most Compares Within Our System: 

 

Pryor is profiling more with Safety prospects who had cups of coffee in the NFL than with full-time, 

impact Safeties. However, guys like T.J. Ward and Eric Reid show on Pryor's profile as well. Pryor is really 

on the cusp for us as a top prospect. He might be a 'B' grade projection for the NFL, or he might be a 'C'. 

There are cases to be made for both arguments. 
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Overall Last First Yr College H
T 

HT Weig
ht 

Tackle 
Strngth 
Metrics 

Speed 
Cover 
Metric 

Strong 
Safety 

Free 
Safety 

7.69 Pryor Calvin 2014 Louisville 5 11.1 207 6.42 3.65 62% 38% 

5.54 Carter Quinton 2011 Oklahoma 6 0.5 208 6.36 4.76 60% 40% 

4.96 Wilson Tavon 2012 Illinois 5 11.6 205 5.39 3.11 59% 41% 

7.32 White Marvin 2007 TCU 6 1.2 199 5.78 4.69 53% 47% 

8.33 Ward T.J. 2010 Oregon 5 10.4 211 8.22 4.33 67% 33% 

8.84 Reid Eric 2013 LSU 6 1.2 213 5.88 5.47 48% 52% 

 

*The ratings are based on a 1–10 rating scale, but a prospect can score over 10.0+ and less than 0.0. 

OVERALL RATING -- We merge the data from physical measurables, skill times/counts from the NFL 

Combine/Pro Days, with college performance data available on pass coverage/tackles, etc. and grade it 

compared to our database history of all college SS/FS prospects, with a focus on which SS/FS prospects 

went on to be good-great-elite in the NFL. We found characteristics/data points that the successful NFL 

SS/FS's had in common in college, that most other SS/FS prospects could not match/achieve. 

Scoring with a rating over a 7.0+ in our system is where we start to take a SS/FS prospect more seriously. 

Most of the future NFL-successful college SS/FS prospects scored 8.0+ in our system, and most of the 

NFL-superior FS/SSs pushed ratings more in the 9–10.0+ levels overall. Future NFL busts will sneak into 

the 8.0+ rating range from time to time. 

TACKLE/STRENGTH METRIC -- A combination of physical measurables and college performance, 

graded historically for future NFL profiling. In the simplest of terms, this is an attempt to classify the 

SS/FS as one more likely to be involved in a heavy amount of tackles, forced fumbles, and physical hits to 

separate a WR from the ball. It also gives some insight into the "toughness" of a player, if it is possible to 

quantify that (this is our attempt to). 

SPEED/COVERAGE METRIC -- A combination of several speed, agility, size measurements as well as 

college performance. A unique measuring system to look for SS/FS prospects that profile for superior 

coverage skills and abilities. 

 

 

2014 NFL Draft Outlook: 

Calvin Pryor is a 1st-round mock draft Safety for just about everyone in the draft analysis game. The 

debate is usually, "Who will go as the first Safety overall, Clinton-Dix or Pryor?" It's pretty sure money 

that Pryor is going 1st-round, his tape is too appealing. 
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If I were an NFL GM, I'd have to pass on Pryor. I like Pryor. I would love to have him on my team, but no 

way do I spend a 1st-round pick on a generic-'good' Safety prospect. Even if I were desperate for a 

Safety, I'm not using a 1st-round pick on Pryor, I'd rather use it on Deone Bucannon. 

 

NFL Outlook:    

Pryor is likely to be drafted by a team that has a hole at Safety...more Strong Safety than not. So he will 

probably have a decent start/output to his career, because he will be forced into playing time...and he's 

a decent Safety, no doubt. He might be a really good NFL Safety. On tape, he looks better than 'on 

paper'. He'll be useful at worst, and 'pretty good' at best, we think...which is not worth a 1st-round pick. 
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