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NFL Draft 2014 Scouting Report: ILB C.J. Mosley, Alabama 

*Our LB grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, leaked 

Wonderlic test results, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

  

I don't see the same C.J. Mosley that everyone else sees. Most scouts are saying "great instincts, great 

athlete...great middle linebacker prospect." I see pretty good instincts, and mediocre athlete, and a 

touch under-sized...mediocre middle linebacker prospect. 

This is the best our nation has to offer at middle linebacker? I hope not. I get that he plays for Alabama, 

and therefore he's atop of the draft list when nothing else is evident for the mainstream...I get that part. 

This draft class is very weak at middle linebacker, and Mosley is in the running for best ILB for us right 

now as well, but it's not a compliment...and it shouldn't make him a 1st-round draft pick level of ILB. 

Mosley's Pro Day workout was mediocre at best. He ran in the 4.7s for a 40-time at his Pro Day (some 

show 4.5 or 4.6 unofficially, but it looks like 4.7+ was the official). He did not participate in the 40-yard 

dash at the NFL Combine, but he did do the agility drills...and they were mediocre-to-poor as well. 

Athletically, there is nothing to get excited about with Mosley...especially considering he is fluctuating 

between 232-327-pounds. He is not a big bruiser, and he is not that fast-agile to make up for his size-

frame deficiencies for the NFL. He has NFL trouble written all over...trouble in that he will be a high draft 

pick with big expectations, and he may just be a mediocre NFL'er. 

Mosley is a competent ILB, and a nice tackler, but his athleticism is going to be an issue at the next level. 

It wasn't like he was a monster tackler in college either. His college numbers were decent for an ILB, but 

not awe-inspiring when considering him as a top ILB for the NFL Draft, or a high 1st-round pick. Mosley 

just comes up as a 'C' athlete and a 'B' on-field performer. There is nothing to get overly excited about 

here. 

My impression of Mosley: A very solid football player. He sits in the middle of the linebacker corps on 

the field, and because he is not ultra-fast with his foot-speed, he lays back and makes a bunch of run-

stopping tackles. I don't say, "lays back" as in he's lazy. I say that because I think Mosley is a nice tackler, 

and has plenty of opportunity to make tackles and makes an OK, not heavy amount of them. Because he 

has moderate foot speed, he is just playing a "centerfield" in the middle of a perpetually incredible 

Alabama unit. He gets decent tackles counts...his position warrants that. He will have a pass defended 

here and there (as he sits back). He is not fast enough to make numerous plays in the backfield...he had 

no sacks in 2013, and just 9.0 tackles for loss (TFL). This act is not going to be huge on the big stage of 

the NFL. He is NFL-worthy, but not a franchise ILB...not a 1st-round draft pick. 

I just finished re-watching him vs. Texas A&M, and it encompasses all I ever see with Mosley. He sits in 

the middle of the field, and is always about a step or two behind plays. He makes his tackles with 
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others...rarely do you ever see a clean, impressive solo stick by Mosley. Rather, there is a lot of 

chased/pushed out of bounds and runs up the middle where Mosley is one of the bodies clutching the 

pile toward the ground. He had 12 tackles in this game...and I'd love to know who was doing the 

counting of the tackles, because I didn't see it. Mosley rushed Manziel on occasion, and he never would 

get close...usually he was easily, too easily blockaded by an offensive lineman. I was wildly unimpressed 

with him in this game...and most every game I watched of him (from the context of 1st-round, best ILB 

in the draft perspective). 

Of all the players I have watched tape in 2014, there has been no wider gap in media hype/love vs. what 

I saw myself than with C.J. Mosley. I have mo idea what anyone is seeing here. 

 

  

C.J. Mosley, Through the Lens of Our ILB Scouting Algorithm: 
 

Last season, Mosley had no sacks and the 9.0 TFLs. Five of his 9.0 TFLs came against Georgia State, 

Chattanooga, and Colorado State. Which to me is a further sign of a guy who cannot get to the backfield 

against the better opponents in a manner worthy of the top NFL ILB prospect. 

His total-tackle counts were OK/solid, but not out of this world. Actually, I would say they were average 

for a good SEC linebacker. He never finished in the top-10 for tackles in the NCAAs in any of his seasons 

in college. 

As I look back at all the ILB prospects who went on to greatness in the NFL, Mosley has very little in 

common with them in on-field performance numbers, nor athletically. 

Mosley measures with moderate 40-time speed in this draft class (4.7+), but he has one of the worst 

agility metrics of any of the top-10 ILB prospects. Nothing about Mosley screams great athlete...which 

also hampers any thoughts of moving him to an OLB position if needed. 

He is a solid athlete and solid performer...and that is not great in terms of 1st-round draft pick material. 

We do see that Mosley had five career interceptions, and has returned three of them for TDs. When I 

first saw that, I thought Mosley was going to be a tremendous ILB prospect. My feeling now is that he 

was playing centerfield on a great Alabama defense and opportunity was bountiful in most of their 

games. 
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The Historical ILB Prospects to Whom C.J. Mosley Most Compares Within Our System: 

 

Mosley does remind of Manti Te'o. Both are decent ILB prospects with extra hype because they play at 

high-profile schools. They are not on a par with any of the great ILBs to hit the NFL. The deserve to be in 

the NFL. They can start for an NFL team as needed. They will always be solid or good, not great or elite. 

They will be forgotten quickly. 

Remember Alabama ILB Rolando McClain...the #8 overall pick in 2010? Exactly. 

Still juiced about Alabama ILB Dont'a Hightower...the #25 overall pick in 2012? He's been stable. 

With Mosley, at best you are getting an under-sized, stable ILB prospect...one who is too slow to be a 

high-impact OLB in the NFL. However, like the Alabama linebackers before him, Mosley will get a Tide 

Roll right into the 1st-round of this draft despite their shortcomings. 

 

ILB 
Score 

Last First Yr 
 

College Dr 
Pk 

Dr 
Tm 

H H W Tackle, 
Strngth 
Metric 

Speed
, 

Agility 
Metric 

6.30 Mosley C.J 2014 Alabama ? ? 6 2.0 234 6.70 4.56 

6.04 Te'o Manti 2013 Notre Dame 38 SD 6 1.2 241 7.35 3.07 

4.93 Hepburn Brandon 2013 Florida A&M X X 6 2.4 240 6.85 6.12 

4.29 Johnson Michael 2012 Nevada 120 CLE 6 1.1 241 6.28 5.87 

3.35 Robinson Keenan 2012 Texas 119 WAS 6 3.1 242 5.84 2.40 

3.13 Sturdivant Quan 2011 UNC 171 ARI 6 1.0 241 6.59 3.67 

 

*A score of 8.00+ is where we see a stronger correlation of LBs going on to become NFL 

good/great/elite. A score of 10.00+ is more rarefied air in our system, and indicates a greater probability 

of becoming an NFL elite LB. 

All of the LB ratings are based on a 0–10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in 

certain instances. 

Tackle-Strength Metrics = A combination of several physical and performance measurements. An attempt 

to classify the LB prospect's ability to stop the run, as well as to gauge how physical the player is, and the 

likelihood of higher tackle counts in the NFL. All based on profiles of LBs historically. 

Speed-Agility Metrics = A combination of several speed, agility, and size measurements...as well as game 

performance data to profile a LB for speed/agility based on LBs historically. A unique measuring system 

to look for LBs that profile for quickness, pass-coverage ability, and general ability to cover more 

ground. 
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2014 NFL Draft Outlook: 

Everyone has C.J. Mosley as a 1st-round Mock Draft pick. He has two things going for him: (1) The 

Alabama hype push. (2) There are not many good ILB prospects in this draft at all. Mosley might be the 

best of them...but the best of a very weak class. He has all the hype of a 1st-round pick, so he will be a 

1st-round pick. 

If I were an NFL GM, I'd say, "No, thanks." I am not down with drafting C.J. Mosley for the price/pick he 

will command. If I need an ILB, I am grabbing one from free agency, or making a trade, or just gambling 

on a 3rd-4th round ILB prospect. I am not wasting a 1st-round pick on this mediocrity. 

 

NFL Outlook:    

I don't think Mosley is as good as former Alabama, currently dull NFL ILBs Rolando McClain and Dont'a 

Hightower. He weighs 20-30 pounds less than those guys, and ran about the same speed. This has 

"problem" written all over it in the NFL...too small and slow to be a good ILB prospect, and far too un-

agile and slow to be an effective OLB. He'll be on a roster, but likely as a fringe starter and backup for 

years. 
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