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NFL Draft 2014 Scouting Report: SAF Deone 

Bucannon, Washington State 

FS/SS grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, Wonderlic test 

results leaked, etc. We will update info as it becomes available. 

  

Initially, I thought Deone (Day-own) Bucannon would for-sure be the very best Safety prospect in this 

draft. I had that pre-bias because he caught my eye at the Senior Bowl practice week, which caused me 

to peek ahead at his college performance numbers, and I saw the huge tackle counts. My eyes + raw 

numbers = early love. Once he hit the NFL Combine, we were able to run our full data set for him, and I 

was pleased to see that the computer agreed with my eyes. Bucannon is a great Safety prospect...the 

'best in class' for 2014.  

Deone Bucannon is the most intimidating hitter that I have seen so far, of any defensive player in the 

2014 NFL Draft. He is a vision of the old-school NFL Safety; guys who were trying to rip your head off. I 

do not mean that Bucannon plays dirty; not at all. He's just a guy that looks like he loves to inflict pain. 

Every hit with him is meant to be a lasting impression. It's borderline scary, seriously. It's also a blessing 

and a curse. 

I say "curse" because I noticed to my amateur scouting eye, that it looks like Bucannon is so looking for 

something to strike that he often overruns his intended targets because he is trying to hit with 

maximum velocity. Agile runners make a quick side-step and Bucannon is rendered a useless missile 

tumbling past his target like he was thrown from a speeding vehicle.  Now, you can also imagine what 

happens when he does make full contact. He is the ultimate "hearing footsteps" defender. 

Another part of this 'hard hitter' curse is Bucannon's bent is more for sneaking up for a running play 

versus playing for the pass. He reminds me a lot of Ken Hamlin in college (and 107 games as an NFL 

Safety), me and maybe two other people reading this can nod our heads in agreement on the Hamlin 

statement. I lived in Arkansas many moons ago, and watched several SEC/Arkansas games. Every Hogs' 

fan loved Hamlin because he would eradicate people with highlight hits (now known as 'penalties'). With 

that came Hamlin occasionally out of position, and the defense would get smoked over-the-top because 

Hamlin charged in on a play action. Bucannon's going to have to fight that urge in the NFL. He has the 

4.49 40-time speed to work well in coverage, and he is a smart player and nice coverage Safety...when 

he is not cheating up to make short game tackles. 

Bucannon is the 'real deal', and is the best Safety prospect, far and away in this draft (that we've seen so 

far). Anyone who says it is the 'Ha Ha' guy...is out of his or her mind. 
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Deone Bucannon, Through the Lens of Our SAF Scouting Algorithm: 
 

In his last 25 games (last two full seasons), Bucannon had double-digit tackle counts in 11 of those 25 

contests. He has registered 16 games with double-digit tackles in his college career. 

He had six or more tackles in a game in 20 of those last 25 games. He will get his tackle counts. He is a 

hitter. 

Like I mentioned early, he is not just a hitter. He has picked off four passes in each of his last two 

seasons. He led the Pac-12 in interceptions in 2013, and is 3rd all-time in career INTs in the conference. 

There is something to be said for a Safety who leads the Pac-12 in both interceptions and total tackles in 

a season, as Bucannon did in 2013. 

Bucannon has all the athletic attributes you would want for the NFL as well. There is no flaw here. Long 

arms, big hands, 6'1", 211-pounds, and runs a sub 4.5 40-time with nice agility. His 10-yard split was the 

best among Safety prospects at the 2014 NFL Combine. He should be a 1st-round draft pick Safety, the 

first Safety selected, but almost no one shows him as such. They are all wrong. 

 

The Historical SAF Prospects to Whom Deone Bucannon Most Compares Within Our 

System: 

 

I'll just let the list below speak for itself... 

  

Overall Last First Yr College HT HT Weig
ht 

Tackle 
Strngth 
Metrics 

Speed 
Cover 
Metric 

Strong 
Safety 

Free 
Safety 

9.59 Bucannon Deone 2014 Wash St 6 1.0 211 10.84 6.01 66% 34% 

8.19 Whitner Donte 2006 Ohio St 5 10.1 204 8.96 7.12 46% 54% 

11.80 Berry Eric 2010 Tennessee 5 11.5 211 9.70 9.57 46% 54% 

12.34 Polamalu Troy 2003 USC 5 10.1 206 12.05 10.42 41% 59% 

8.89 Chung Patrick 2009 Oregon 5 11.2 212 8.45 4.22 60% 40% 

12.41 Sanders Bob 2004 Iowa 5 8.3 204 11.45 10.36 46% 54% 

10.63 Reed Ed 2002 Mia, Fla 5 11.0 201 9.50 10.41 39% 61% 

8.67 Wilson Adrian 2001 NC State 6 2.3 213 7.67 6.83 58% 42% 

8.06 Harper Roman 2006 Alabama 5 11.7 198 5.44 5.10 22% 78% 
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*The ratings are based on a 1–10 rating scale, but a prospect can score over 10.0+ and less than 0.0. 

OVERALL RATING -- We merge the data from physical measurables, skill times/counts from the NFL 

Combine/Pro Days, with college performance data available on pass coverage/tackles, etc. and grade it 

compared to our database history of all college SS/FS prospects, with a focus on which SS/FS prospects 

went on to be good-great-elite in the NFL. We found characteristics/data points that the successful NFL 

SS/FS's had in common in college, that most other SS/FS prospects could not match/achieve. 

Scoring with a rating over a 7.0+ in our system is where we start to take a SS/FS prospect more seriously. 

Most of the future NFL-successful college SS/FS prospects scored 8.0+ in our system, and most of the 

NFL-superior FS/SSs pushed ratings more in the 9–10.0+ levels overall. Future NFL busts will sneak into 

the 8.0+ rating range from time to time. 

TACKLE/STRENGTH METRIC -- A combination of physical measurables and college performance, 

graded historically for future NFL profiling. In the simplest of terms, this is an attempt to classify the 

SS/FS as one more likely to be involved in a heavy amount of tackles, forced fumbles, and physical hits to 

separate a WR from the ball. It also gives some insight into the "toughness" of a player, if it is possible to 

quantify that (this is our attempt to). 

SPEED/COVERAGE METRIC -- A combination of several speed, agility, size measurements as well as 

college performance. A unique measuring system to look for SS/FS prospects that profile for superior 

coverage skills and abilities. 

 

 

2014 NFL Draft Outlook: 

Deone Bucannon should be everybody's #1 rated Safety prospect. He is no one's #1 overall Safety (that 

I'm aware of). People ding Bucannon because he is more of a Strong Safety in a passing league. Guess 

what? Bucannon is faster, and more agile (as measured at the NFL Combine) than Calvin 

Pryor...and much more so than Ha Ha Clinton-Dix. Bucannon could play Free Safety as well or better 

than either of those two, if called upon. Most have him as a 2nd-round pick. Smart teams pick late in the 

1st-round, so I think he goes in the 1st-round...almost without a doubt. 

If I were an NFL GM, and Safety was a big need, then I am not leaving the draft without Bucannon. I 

trade into around pick #20-25 to lock him up, if his draft 'buzz' stays tame and continues to keep him as 

a 2nd-round projection nationally. 
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NFL Outlook:    

 Bucannon, at worst, will be a solid starter for years. At best, he is going to be Pro Bowl name every year, 

potentially starting with his rookie year.   
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