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NFL Draft 2013 Scouting Report: TE Tyler Eifert, 

Notre Dame 

*Our TE grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, leaked 

Wonderlic test results, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

**Our TE formulas had some slight changes in the offseason—an adjustment to better identify and value 

TE prospects that are smaller physically and are primed for the era ahead...the era of Jordan Reed and 

Delanie Walker-type TEs. Our historical grades will have changed some on various prospects as well, to 

show their grades by comparison.  

 

Tyler Eifert is our statistical scouting model's top ranked Tight End prospect at this early stage of the 

game. He is typically among the top-3 for most scouting services and websites, usually #2, so this is not 

any shocking revelation. What I feel is worth discussing is -- how impressive/valuable is it if Eifert is at 

the top of a 2013 TE class that is not very exciting or deep? Analysts are falling all over themselves (and 

rightfully so) concerning the amazing 40-times of the fastest offensive tackles, running backs and wide 

receivers, but where is the same phenomena among the TE prospects? Why is TE athleticism not 

advancing as rapidly as the other positions appear to be? 

The last two NFL Drafts have given us Coby Fleener and Kyle Rudolph as the top selected TE prospects. 

If all the prospects from the various positions are getting bigger-stronger-faster...what aren't the TEs? 

Especially in a world which is fawning over the Patriots usage of Rob Gronkowski and Aaron 

Hernandez...and a world where Dennis Pitta and Vernon Davis (who our computers have been saying 

for years are two of the best TEs in football...V.Davis obviously, Pitta not so much until this year) were 

key components on a march to the most recent Super Bowl. Offensive Tackle Terron Armstead of 

Arkansas Pine-Bluff ran a slightly faster 40-time than Tyler Eifert (4.68)...and is approximately 55+ 

pounds heavier. That's scary on a number of levels...but not great for Eifert projecting ahead as a NFL 

star. 

This 2013 TE class does not possess a Gronkowski or a Hernandez, and no draft class may ever produce a 

Vernon Davis. Our computer models say it barely contains a Dennis Pitta...and that TE is Tyler Eifert. 

Eifert will forever (at least for a few months in 2013...) be linked to a comparison/debate of which TE 

prospect is the better selection in 2013 -- Eifert or Stanford's Zach Ertz. If we are jabbing Eifert for being 

slower...Ertz was even more disappointing, running a 4.76 time in the 40-yard-dash. If these are the two 

best TE prospects in the 2013 NFL Draft, then much like the consensus opinion of the 2013 QB 

class...this 2013 TE class is not very "special" either. 

When I watch the tape of Eifert and Ertz side-by-side, you can see that Eifert is the superior athlete all-

around with much better hands. Ertz is a poor man's Eifert. Eifert ran faster, with superior agility, a 
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much better vertical, and has much longer arms. Their strength metrics (bench press, frame, weight, 

etc.) are virtually identical. As blockers they are similarly built. They are definitely both going to be more 

desired for their pass catching ability, and in that comparison, the data and my eyeballs tell me, Eifert is 

the superior TE prospect. 

Eifert is the best TE of the 2013 class, among those TEs we've researched deeply so far (all those from 

the NFL Combine). Eifert is a very impressive receiving TE, kind of like a poor man's Dennis Pitta -- OK 

speed, better agility and great hands. The "hands" discussion is the key with Eifert -- when you watch 

the tape, it's a collection of "lob it up to Eifert" and watch him fight off coverage and leap up for the 

catch. Eifert has the most gifted hands I've seen from a TE since Rob Gronkowski or Dennis Pitta...the 

concern is that Gronk has baseball glove-sized hands (10.5"+), and Pitta has 10" hands, and Eifert has 

much smaller hands (slightly above 9"), which may hurt him some at the next level of competition and 

coverage with which he'll have to contend. 

There is a risk that Eifert's slower speed and smaller hands will become his enemy in the NFL. In college, 

it was easier for Eifert to rise up over smaller defenders in tight coverage (Eifert is 6'5"+ with a decent 

vertical leap). In the pros, Eifert's measurables are more mediocre than the "awesome" attributes they 

were in college. 

Eifert is a very good college TE. He should translate to become a solid-to-good NFL TE...we just don't see 

him as being a superstar TE. Much of how we would project Eifert in the NFL has to do with what 

QB/offense he winds up with. Eifert cannot "make" a QB like a Vernon Davis or Gronk could assist 

with...or even a physical freak like Jared Cook for that matter. Eifert is dependent upon the situation -- 

he would thrive with an Aaron Rodgers but be quickly forgotten with Jake Locker (as random examples). 

  

Tyler Eifert, Through the Lens of Our TE Scouting Algorithm: 
 

Tyler Eifert only had 50 catches for 685 yards and 4 TDs on the 2012 season. Those are decent numbers, 

but not mind-boggling. However, keep in context that Eifert played with a very lackluster passing game 

with Notre Dame. The Fighting Irish only threw for 14 TDs in 13 games in 2012...and they did not crack 

3,000 yards passing either. Zach Ertz played in a much more efficient passing game with Stanford but 

had very similar per-game output numbers as Eifert. Our computer evaluations would say that Eifert did 

more with less than did Ertz. 

Eifert's numbers did not shrink as the competition level increased. Eifert had 6 catches for 61 yards in 

the National Championship game versus Alabama. Ten of Eifert's 11 career TDs have come against D-I 

teams. Eifert averaged 5.3 receptions for 60.7 yards per game in his three career bowl games...and 

those a are pretty stout numbers for a TE. 
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A couple career comparisons of Eifert-Ertz-Pitta ("good hands" TEs): 

*keeping in mind that Pitta played about 15 more college games than Eifert/Ertz... 

  

Percentage of games with four or more passes caught in a game in the final two seasons: 

80.7% = Pitta (21 out of 26 games) 

72.0% = Eifert (18 out of 25 games) 

65.2% = Ertz (15 out of 23 games) 

  

Number of career games with 6 or more catches in a game: 

11 = Pitta (23.4%) 

10 = Eifert (30.3%) 

  7 = Ertz (22.5%) 

  

Number of career games with 60+ receiving yards in a game 

18 = Pitta (38.2%) 

16 = Eifert (48.4%) 

10 = Ertz (32.2%) 

  

Eifert, Ertz, and Pitta have all played in three bowl games each -- their per-game output in those bowl 

games: 

5.3 rec, 60.7 yards, 0.00 TD = Eifert 

5.0 rec, 43.7 yards, 0.33 TD = Pitta 

3.0 rec, 46.0 yards, 0.67 TD = Ertz 
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Considering that Eifert played in an inferior passing game, the numbers hold up pretty well with 

a Dennis Pitta parallel...and Eifert as being slightly superior to Ertz. 

 

The Historical TE Prospects to Whom Tyler Eifert Most Compares Within Our System: 

 

Honestly, I did not see this historical comparison before I wrote about the Pitta-Eifert comparisons 

above. When I saw the initial output data and watched the tape on Eifert, it was Pitta who came 

instantly to mind...a slightly-lesser version of Pitta. Pitta and Eifert are more "finesse" TE 

prospects...great hands, smart routes, solid athletically, but not amazing physical specimens. 

Eifert has some correlation to Jeremy Shockey in our system, but that's more on the performance 

numbers...Shockey was a much more physically imposing, bruising TE than Eifert. 

 

TE 
Grade 

Last First Yr College H H W Spd-
Agil 

Metric 

Strgth 
Blxing 
Metric 

Hands 
Metric 

9.72 Eifert Tyler 2013 Notre Dame 6 5.8 250 8.02 6.18 10.07 

9.97 Pitta Dennis 2010 BYU 6 4.4 245 10.19 6.83 10.28 

8.92 Egnew Michael 2012 Missouri 6 5.2 252 8.00 7.32 8.21 

8.52 Shockey Jeremy 2002 Miami, Fla 6 4.6 255 7.73 8.81 9.66 

 

*A score of 7.0+ is where we start to take a TE prospect more seriously. A score of 8.50+ is where we see 

a stronger correlation of TEs going on to become NFL good/great/elite. A score of 10.00+ is more 

rarefied air in our system and indicates a greater probability of becoming an elite NFL TE. 

All of the TE ratings are based on a 0–10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in 

certain instances. 

 “Speed-Agility Metric” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding speed, agility, physical size, 

mixed with some on-field performance metrics. High scorers here project to have a better YAC and show 

characteristics to be used as deep threats/create separation. 

“Power-Strength Metric” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding physical size profiling, bench 

press strength, etc.  High scorers here project to be more physical, better blockers, and less injury-prone. 

“Hands Metric” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding on-field performance in college, 

considering the strength of opponents played. Furthermore, this data considers some physical profiling 

for hand size, etc. High scorers here have a better track record of college statistical performance, and 

project the combination of data for receiving success at the next level. 
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2013 NFL Draft Outlook: 

Tyler Eifert has mostly been tracking as the #2 TE in the 2013 NFL Draft, with an early 2nd-round grade. 

Post-NFL Combine, I foresee most scouting services will move to a 50-50 battle on Ertz versus 

Eifert...and ultimately favor Eifert. I would suspect NFL teams are going to shift that coin flip to Eifert as 

well, if they hadn't already pre-Combine. Eifert as the top TE prospect in the NFL Draft is likely to be 

selected late in the 1st-round. Depending upon the flow of the draft, he could be early 2nd-round. No 

matter where selected, my bet is he will be the first TE selected in the draft (at this point). 

If I were advising an NFL franchise, I would tell them to pass on an earlier selection (1st or 2nd-round) of 

Eifert (unless the team was in desperate need of a receiving TE and had no other major holes). 

Historically speaking, an Eifert-Pitta-Ertz type of TE prospect is not worth a higher draft pick. Especially if 

Ertz might be available later/cheaper (probably not) or you choose to make a play for the 

established Dennis Pitta (restricted free agent in 2013)...or depending on San Jose State TE Ryan 

Otten's measurables, Otten could be a very inexpensive, developmental version of Eifert. 

Looking at the teams in desperate need of a TE, who are picking in the late 1st-round, the only 1st-round 

landing spot which makes a ton of sense (with what we know of the order today) is Atlanta at #30 

if Tony Gonzalez retires. The Bears at #20 could be a giant stretch for a potential Eifert landing spot. 

Baltimore could be in play if Pitta leaves...Eifert would be an attempt at a cheaper version of Pitta. 

However, Pitta took a couple of years to develop in the NFL...it likely wouldn't pay dividends right away. 

 

NFL Outlook:    

Eifert will be a starting TE in the NFL eventually, if not right away. He will be a solid pro. The question 

will be -- how much upside does he have? We don't see a ton of star power with Eifert, but he will be 

better than average. If Eifert lands with Atlanta, playing in a dome with Matt Ryan and having Julio and 

Roddy protection, he could be a fringe all-pro status TE. If a team like the Jets (at #39) were to select 

Eifert, he may disappear from our radar for years.  
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Copyright Statement 

Copyright at date and time signed below by R.C. Fischer 

 

All rights reserved. All content is for entertainment purposes only and TFA is not responsible or liable for personal adverse 

outcomes nor are any game results or forecasting guaranteed. Past results do not predict future outcomes. We are not held 

liable for any personal loses incurred. We are solely here to produce and provide content for recreational purposes. No part of 

this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, 

recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case 

of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law. For 

permission requests, email the publisher at rcfischer@fantasyfootballmetrics.com 

 

 

Signature__________________________________________ Date_____________________ 

 

3/16/2013 
 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
mailto:rcfischer@fantasyfootballmetrics.com

