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NFL Draft 2014 Scouting Report: WR Paul 

Richardson, Colorado 

*WR grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, Wonderlic test 

results leaked, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

*WR-B stands for "Big-WR," a classification we use to separate the more physical, downfield/over-the-

top, heavy-red-zone-threat-type WRs. Our WR-S/"Small-WRs" are profiled by our computer more as slot 

and/or possession-type WRs who are less typically physical and rely more on speed/agility to operate 

underneath the defense and/or use big speed to get open deep...they are not used as weapons in the red 

zone as much.  

  

Paul Richardson has been moving up draft boards for the past few weeks. For some draft analysts, he 

has jumped into their top-15 WR prospects. Others placed Richardson outside the top-25 early on, and 

froze him in time there to this day. 

Richardson started to move up the WR prospect lists due somewhat to his NFL Combine invite, but he 

didn't really grab much attention at that event. Mainly he is moving up the charts for anyone who has 

watched him play. You look at the Richardson tape, and you see a much 'better than you expected' WR. 

He was the focal point of the Colorado passing game, catching 83 passes and snagging half the team's 

passing TDs in 2013 (excluding the one Richardson threw himself). 

Richardson plays with supreme confidence. He runs great routes, and he is often trying to sucker a 

defender with a nifty double-move deep, utilizing his above-average speed (he runs a 4.40 40-time). The 

Colorado QBs were often one-read only...just waiting/hoping on Richardson with a throw in his 

direction. Richardson has good-to-great hands to go with his speed. I was struck by how confident and 

smart Richardson played the game/owned the field. He just looks looks like an NFL-ready WR with the 

way he moves around on the field. For analysts who really watch his tape, they love what they see...and 

are moving him up the rankings. 

There is a problem, actually a few problems...problems the tape could make you want to overlook... 

First off, Richardson is a rail-thin WR prospect. He's 6'0"+ and 173-pounds. He moves and plays bigger 

than he is, but the measurements do not lie. He is a skinny WR who promises to have difficulty battling 

NFL-sized defenders. He is fast, but not so fast he is going to shock everyone. Richardson can do it all: 

He'll get after deep balls and is not afraid to cross over the middle. He is going to take hits, and his injury 

risk is high. 

In fact, he has battled injury already. In 2012, he missed the season with a torn ACL. 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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It gets a little worse on his off the field record...Richardson was dismissed from his original college 

(UCLA) because he was arrested with two other teammates on suspicion of stealing a purse. 

You watch the tape, and you see the 4.40 40-time and you want to fall in love, but then you see the 

slender-frame, the ACL, and the background issue...and there is not much of a reason to take a chance 

here...at least with the high draft pick projection some are promoting. 

  

Paul Richardson, Through the Lens of Our WR Scouting Algorithm: 
 

Richardson set a Colorado record with 1,343 receiving yards in 2013...in 12 games (111.9 yards per 

game). He owns many Colorado receiving records for a single season. On the field, overall, Richardson 

was stellar. There are a couple of performance weak spots diving deeper... 

Richardson's best games of 2013 came against the worst teams on his schedule: Colorado State, Central 

Arkansas, and Cal (1-11). Richardson's numbers are pumped by these three games: 

10.3 catches, 185.7 rec. yards, 2.33 TDs per game = Richardson (2013) vs. Colo. State, Cal, C. Arkansas 

  5.8 catches,   87.3 rec. yards, 0.55 TDs per game = Richardson (2013) vs. the rest of his schedule 

  

We get a statistical sense, and see it some on tape. Colorado was not very good, they have a new coach 

that jumped over from San Jose State, and is a big 'pass-pass-pass' guy. Those three 'easy' games were 

three of the four wins they had for the season. They had to hit the accelerator on offense to win them. 

Richardson had huge numbers in those contests. 

When Colorado faced the better PAC-12 teams, and bigger defenders, Richardson became more 'good' 

than 'great'. He is a talented player, no doubt, but we don't see 'special' on the board with him for the 

NFL. 

One of the reasons we are shaky on him: Weak agility numbers at his Pro Day, and a lower bench press 

at the NFL Combine. Richardson's profile is: thin-framed, straight ahead fast, and below-average 

cutting/agility. His hands are terrific, and make him interesting for the NFL, but not enough to use a high 

draft pick on. 

 

 

The Historical WR Prospects to Whom Paul Richardson Most Compares Within Our System: 

 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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Richardson is hard to profile. He is tall and very thin...but played bigger than his size and agility 

restraints. He is probably the classic case of a WR who is just a better football player than the 

measurables say he is. He is intriguing, but has so many non-football tape red-flags it's scary. 

  

WR 
Score 

Draft 
Yr 

Last First College H H W Power 
Strngth 
Metric 

Speed 
Agility 
Metric 

Hands 
Metric 

5.93 2014 Richardson Paul Colorado 6 0.3 175 2.93 9.17 10.08 

3.36 2004 Berrian Bernard Fresno State 6 1.0 183 5.89 4.71 6.69 

4.00 2012 Benjamin Travis Miami, Fla 5 9.4 172 4.34 10.74 4.58 

2.69 2013 Boyd Jheranie UNC 6 1.1 187 6.95 5.03 5.89 

0.45 2012 Mosley David NW Mo State 6 1.4 186 4.49 6.32 3.18 

-2.56 2013 Hawkins Charles Southern 5 7.5 167 3.26 -4.73 5.15 

 

*A score of 7.0+ is where we start to take a Small-WR prospect more seriously. A score of 8.50+ is where 

we see a stronger correlation of a Small-WR going on to become NFL good/great/elite. A score of 10.00+ 

is more rarefied air in our system, and indicates a greater probability of becoming an elite NFL Small-

WR. 

All of the WR ratings are based on a 0–10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in 

certain instances. 

Overall WR score = A combination of several on-field performance measures, including refinement for 

strength of opponents faced. Mixed with all the physical measurement metrics, rated historically in our 

database. 

“Power-Strength” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding physical-size profiling, bench press 

strength, etc.  High scorers here project to be more physical, better blockers, and less injury-prone. 

“Speed-Agility” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding speed, agility, physical size, mixed with 

some on-field performance metrics. High scorers here project to have a better YAC, and show 

characteristics to be used as deep threats/create separation. 

“Hands” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding on-field performance in college, considering 

the strength of opponents played. Furthermore, this data considers some physical profiling for hand size, 

etc. High scorers here have a better track record of college statistical performance, and overall this 

projects the combination of performance and physical data for the next level. 

 

2014 NFL Draft Outlook: 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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Some draft analysts have Richardson as high as the 2nd-round. I would be shocked, and appalled, if 

Richardson went that high given all of his red flags. However, he is getting enough love, and he is a nice 

enough looking WR on tape that some team is going to make this pull between picks #50-100...and I will 

shake my head. 'Good' WRs at his size are not worth a 2nd or 3rd-round pick...there is an abundant 

supply of them. 

If I were an NFL GM, I'd be interested in Richardson if he went undrafted. I am not using a draft pick on a 

skinny WR with suspect agility, past ACL injury, and an off-field record. Richardson is not special enough 

to warrant any team making a leap after him. He has NFL talent, but comes with a huge amount of 

baggage. I'd like to take a shot on him with no risk, but I am not paying the price tag other teams will. 

 

NFL Outlook:    

Hey, if Richardson has turned his life around, and his ACL is 100%, and he adds 10-pounds of 

muscle...then our computer will look like a fool. There is 'hope' here. Richardson might make it, and 

actually make it to be really good in the NFL, perhaps even a pro bowl or two. He has talent. However, 

there are so many factors lining up against him it is hard to project him well for the NFL. I'll be following 

him, but I would advise against anything but a 6th or 7th-round pick on him. Someone may gamble and 

win nicely here. 
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outcomes nor are any game results or forecasting guaranteed. Past results do not predict future outcomes. We are not held 

liable for any personal loses incurred. We are solely here to produce and provide content for recreational purposes. No part of 

this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, 

recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case 

of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law. For 

permission requests, email the publisher at rcfischer@fantasyfootballmetrics.com 
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