
 2015 NFL DRAFT SCOUTING REPORT 

MARCH 31, 2015 

 

 
 

College Football Metrics| 1  
 

NFL Draft 2015 Scouting Report: WR Nelson Agholor, 

USC 

*WR grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, Wonderlic test 

results leaked, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

*WR-B stands for "Big-WR," a classification we use to separate the more physical, downfield/over-the-

top, heavy-red-zone-threat-type WRs. Our WR-S/"Small-WRs" are profiled by our computer more as slot 

and/or possession-type WRs who are less typically physical and rely more on speed/agility to operate 

underneath the defense and/or use big speed to get open deep...they are not used as weapons in the red 

zone as much.  

  

I hate to be simplistic, but I’ve seen Robert Woods and Marqise Lee…I’ve seen this act already at 

USC. Nelson Agholor is that ‘next in line’. Whatever you thought, or now think, about Woods and Lee as 

football assets…there you go with Agholor. He’s a fringe starting WR in the NFL. On a good team/with a 

quality QB, he could be very nice. Banished to Jacksonville or Buffalo…you’ll never hear from him again. 

He’s a solid pro prospect. You take him first or second round, and you’re reaching a bit. You get him in 

the 3rd-round, then ‘OK’, good job. If you pluck him in the 4th-round, then ‘nice bargain’. It’s not that 

Agholor is ‘bad’. He’s just a cookie cutter of most WRs coming out of college—6’0”/200-pounds and a 

4.4+ runner. Agholor has solid hands and a slender frame and is somewhat coddled on a pass-friendly 

USC unit with a really talented college QB. Agholor is a fine prospect, but I could name 7-8 WRs instantly 

that I’d rather have from this draft class, and another 7-8 WRs that I could toss them in a bag with 

Agholor, and just pick one out and be happy. 

Agholor is not going to be your NFL team’s critical #2 or #3 WR. He would account of himself solidly, but 

he would not get you to run out and buy his jersey. He’s just pretty capable, but under-sized/not 

physical. You can make use of him, but you wouldn’t design major offensive plans around him. 

Agholor appears to be a good kid, and has NFL-skills, including a decent nose for returning punts, but I 

worry his size and finesse style of play is going to leave him lacking in the NFL. His on-field performance 

trends scare me as well. 

 

Nelson Agholor, Through the Lens of Our WR Scouting Algorithm: 
 

Here is what frightens me a little with Agholor… 
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He faced four lower-level teams in 2014…three sad Pac-12 defensive teams (Colo. Cal., Wash State) and 

non-conference Fresno State, which was not a defensive juggernaut.  He had nine other games against 

equal-ish competition. His splits against the two levels of opponents: 

8.8 catches for 155.0 yards and 2.0 TDs per game = Facing four weak opponents in 2014 

8.8 catches for 76.9 yards and 0.4 TDs per game = Facing nine more ‘equal’ opponents in 2014 

He got the targets/made the catches (a lot of pitch & catch style) either way but was just ‘college good’ 

versus the better teams, and ran it up against the teams USC ran it up against. 

Physically, he’s fast, but not blazing. He needs weight room work on his upper body strength. His agility 

times have been conspicuously absent/avoided, but he should test fine there, as he was a decent punt 

returner, and you can see on tape that he is solid enough. 

I was just never ‘turned on’ by Agholor’s tape—not in athleticism or WR skills. I wasn’t disgusted, just 

never ‘moved’. I’ve seen it a million times. With Agholor, I don’t see a WR to build a draft plan or an 

offense around. 

 

The Historical WR Prospects to Whom Nelson Agholor Most Compares Within Our System: 

 

Most of the WR comps on this list are similar guys—WRs who made NFL teams, had moments using 

speed for a few big plays. After a few years, their original draft teams were not ‘moved’ to lock them up. 

Aside from Randall Cobb, these receivers have been more NFL-disappointing than not.   

  

WR 
Score 

Draft 
Yr 

Last First College H H W Power 
Strngt

h 
Metric 

Speed 
Agility 
Metri

c 

Hands 
Metri

c 

7.27 2015 Agholor Nelson USC 6 0.1 198 7.80 10.05 8.29 

6.98 2005 Clayton Mark Oklahoma 5 11.0 193 7.53 9.61 7.59 

3.92 2013 Woods Robert USC 6 0.4 201 8.27 7.11 8.96 

5.24 2009 Edison Dominique SF Austin 6 2.1 204 8.01 8.08 7.29 

5.18 2011 Cobb Randall Kentucky 5 10.3 192 7.90 6.35 8.20 

3.33 2007 Breaston Steve Michigan 6 1.0 193 5.61 8.26 6.77 

3.04 2013 Stills Kenny Oklahoma 6 0.4 194 7.42 7.91 6.06 

1.75 2006 Obomanu Ben Auburn 6 1.0 205 9.21 5.01 6.92 

0.97 2012 Brazill LaVon Ohio 5 10.6 192 6.53 5.42 8.97 
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*A score of 7.0+ is where we start to take a Small-WR prospect more seriously. A score of 8.50+ is where 

we see a stronger correlation of a Small-WR going on to become NFL good/great/elite. A score of 10.00+ 

is more rarefied air in our system, and indicates a greater probability of becoming an elite NFL Small-

WR. 

All of the WR ratings are based on a 0–10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in 

certain instances. 

Overall WR score = A combination of several on-field performance measures, including refinement for 

strength of opponents faced. Mixed with all the physical measurement metrics, rated historically in our 

database. 

“Power-Strength” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding physical-size profiling, bench press 

strength, etc.  High scorers here project to be more physical, better blockers, and less injury-prone. 

“Speed-Agility” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding speed, agility, physical size, mixed with 

some on-field performance metrics. High scorers here project to have a better YAC, and show 

characteristics to be used as deep threats/create separation. 

“Hands” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding on-field performance in college, considering 

the strength of opponents played. Furthermore, this data considers some physical profiling for hand size, 

etc. High scorers here have a better track record of college statistical performance, and overall this 

projects the combination of performance and physical data for the next level. 

 

 

2015 NFL Draft Outlook: 

Some analysts are showing Nelson Agholor sneaking into the late 1st-round…and if that happened, I 

would be mostly shocked. Teams picking late in the first are better NFL teams/franchises, and no way 

would they waste a high pick here. The draft consensus is more Agholor as a late 2nd-round pick. That 

still seems high, but reality and the USC uniform will likely make it so. 

If I were an NFL GM, I got no issues with Agholor as a solid NFL talent on a roster but is in no way is he 

an asset I would chase within the first 120-picks. No way. 

 

 

 

 

NFL Outlook:    
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If he winds up like his USC brethren, Woods and Lee, and goes to an NFL team with no QB…then Agholor 

will disappear quickly. If he lands ‘good’, like on Indy or San Diego, then maybe he has a decent start. In 

the end, you’ll likely forget about Agholor in a few years. He’ll hang around the NFL for years, and be 

solid, but never a real star unless he lands in a perfect spot and an injury helps catapult him to playing 

time. He belongs in the NFL. I just don’t think he’ll get special targeting to become ‘great’. 
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