
 2018 NFL DRAFT SCOUTING REPORT 

MARCH 18, 2018 

 

 
 

College Football Metrics| 1  
 

NFL Draft 2018 Scouting Report: WR James 

Washington, Oklahoma State 

*WR grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, Wonderlic test 

results leaked, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

*WR-B stands for "Big-WR," a classification we use to separate the more physical, downfield/over-the-

top, heavy-red-zone-threat-type WRs. Our WR-S/"Small-WRs" are profiled by our computer more as slot 

and/or possession-type WRs who are typically less physical and rely more on speed/agility to operate 

underneath the defense and/or use big speed to get open deep...they are not used as weapons in the red 

zone as much.  

  

James Washington is a very difficult WR to put into context or project forward for the NFL. You have a 
mixed bag of attributes – depending upon which ones you focus on…you either see a legit NFL worker or 
a soon-to-be-forgotten NFL backup. He’s such a solid citizen young person, you want to believe the 
positives and look past the negatives…but we have to stay objective here. 

The national football analysts see a guy who excelled statistically and they kinda talked themselves into 
Washington as a great NFL prospect early on. Many analysts initially had Washington as their #1-2-3 WR 
prospect in this draft class in December–January but are now starting to bail on that…pushing him 
further and further down the top 10 WR prospect list. What happened? 

Washington had all the momentum he could ever want going into the college draft season – but then he 
didn’t really stand out at the Senior Bowl and then posted average-to-below average measurables at the 
NFL Combine. The 1-2 punch of bad prospect news has him falling. 

I see both sides of the debate. 

On tape, you can see that Washington is a good football player, a quality WR. He runs good routes and 
has very quick feet off the snap to help him get open…faster/quicker than his measurables might 
foretell. Washington has good hands and he’s a reliable receiver to catch passes of every variety…in 
traffic, quick timing routes, and deep balls under duress. He’s a hard worker and a humble kid from a 
small town…a team captain. There are so many good things to see here. 

The downside is that Washington is not high-end fast for the NFL. He’s not overly anything, physically. 
None of his measurables catch your attention as great positives. 

When I watch him on tape, I see a guy who doesn’t catch your attention with anything he does…except 
he gets open and makes his catches. There’s never a moment where you watch Washington and go, 
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“Wow!” But then you look up and see he has 4-5-6 catches for 100+ yards and a score or two in most 
every game. 

The tipping point may be that Washington is a really solid college WR, who had the benefit of playing 
four years with one of the best QB, if not THE best, in the 2018 NFL Draft. Washington did a nice job of 
getting open a bunch, but Mason Rudolph made some throws, and identified Washington downfield in 
a way not many (if any) QBs could. 

To me, Washington is a great ‘worker bee’ WR who got paired with a QB who put him to work. The 
combination launched Washington from good to great in college output. 

In the end, I think Washington makes it in the NFL – a quality, reliable WR…but he doesn’t make it as a 
‘star’. He’s a good hand to have, but he doesn’t have any of the attributes to build an offense around. 
He’s just going to be very capable and nice to have. He may be respected by many without dazzling 
them. 

  

James Washington, Through the Lens of Our WR Scouting Algorithm: 
 

Looking back at Washington’s output, there are a lot of great stat lines…100+ yards in a game in 12 of his 

last 19 games. At least one TD in 13 of his last 18 games. The 2017 Biletnikoff Award winner. 7th all-time 

in the NCAA in receiving yards, 2nd all-time in the Big-12. An amazing career. 

However, as I watched Washington in his best and worst games of his career…I just kept noting the 

throws from the QB and the flow of the offense. My scouting notebook on him is mostly free of notes 

from the tape-watching sessions. I didn’t see anything to force me to make radically positive 

observations or jot down red flags. He was a very solid, stable WR working a great offense with a top-

flight QB – when Washington got open, Rudolph usually found him. 

The issues with his output driving his prospect status too hard – had Washington gone to LSU…you 

might never know he existed, unfairly so. He had a big benefit from four years with Rudolph. 

  

2018 NFL Combine measurables… 

5′11.0″/213, 32.38″ arms, 9.75″ hands 

4.54 40-time, 4.32 shuttle, 7.11 three-cone 

14 bench reps, 34.5″ vertical, 10′0″ broad jump 
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The Historical WR Prospects to Whom James Washington Most Compares Within Our 

System: 

 

Leonte Carroo is kind of a good comp. Similar body types, but Carroo was a much better catcher of the 
ball and athlete, though far less polished as a WR for the NFL…it’s going to end up taking 3–4 years for 
Carroo to start making some headway in the NFL.  Washington will take less time getting playing time 
because he has the technical skills, but he doesn’t have the Carroo upside, if Carroo ever becomes a 
technician at his craft. 

  

WR 
Score 

Draft 
Yr 

Last First College H H W Power 
Strngth 
Metric 

Speed 
Agility 
Metric 

Hands 
Metric 

5.695 2018 Washington James Oklahoma St 5 11.0 213 8.96 1.70 8.41 

7.568 2016 Carroo Leonte Rutgers 5 11.7 211 8.89 6.16 9.58 

5.053 2014 Thomas Eric Troy 6 0.4 216 8.44 2.43 8.26 

0.581 2012 Lewis Lance East Carolina 6 0.3 208 10.30 1.82 8.91 

3.037 2016 Kelly Anthony Kutztown 6 0.5 209 9.42 5.56 6.70 

-1.533 2015 Hunt Jimmie Missouri 6 0.2 208 8.12 0.60 5.99 

 

*A score of 7.0+ is where we start to take a Small-WR prospect more seriously. A score of 8.50+ is where 

we see a stronger correlation of a Small-WR going on to become NFL good/great/elite. A score of 10.00+ 

is more rarefied air in our system and indicates a greater probability of becoming an elite NFL Small-

WR. 

All of the WR ratings are based on a 0–10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in 

certain instances. 

Overall WR score = A combination of several on-field performance measures, including refinement for 

strength of opponents faced. Mixed with all the physical measurement metrics, rated historically in our 

database. 

“Power-Strength” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding physical-size profiling, bench press 

strength, etc.  High scorers here project to be more physical, better blockers, and less injury-prone. 
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“Speed-Agility” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding speed, agility, physical size, mixed with 

some on-field performance metrics. High scorers here project to have a better YAC and show 

characteristics to be used as deep threats/create separation. 

“Hands” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding on-field performance in college, considering 

the strength of opponents played. Furthermore, this data considers some physical profiling for hand size, 

etc. High scorers here have a better track record of college statistical performance, and overall this 

projects the combination of performance and physical data for the next level. 

 

 

2018 NFL Draft Outlook: 

It’s going to be difficult to guess Washington’s draft stock because he went from 1st-rounder to maybe 

not until day 3 in about a month’s time span. He’s still falling. I’ll say his great college production and 

hardhat/lunchpail personality will get him taken in the 3rd round…many GMs/scouts copycat each other 

from Dec.–Jan. and don’t adjust well, so some team will stick by Washington from the early hype and 

take him earlier than where many other have dropped him to. 

I would take the Belichick approach on this, if I were an NFL GM… 

Let someone else waste the top 100 draft pick and then just wait until he’s released or his contract runs 

out, allowing him to gain more experience elsewhere and then jump in on the cheap and give him a look 

if you’re so inclined. Washington is not a guy I would chase at all. 

 

 

NFL Outlook:    

Could fall into the right spot and have to start right away…and he’s a reliable enough hand for him to 

work quickly. If he falls in the draft and is grabbed by a good team as a developmental prospect/good 

scout team WR…you might not hear from him for a few years. Washington is going to play in this league 

and be solid…I just don’t see ‘star’ or ‘wow’ as a likely career outcome. I hope I’m wrong – he’s a good 

guy to have in the locker room/in your organization.  
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