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NFL Draft 2018 Scouting Report: TE Jaylen Samuels, 

N.C. State 

*Our TE grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, leaked 

Wonderlic test results, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

**Our TE formulas had some slight changes in the offseason—an adjustment to better identify and value 

TE prospects that are smaller physically and are primed for the era ahead...the era of Jordan Reed and 

Delanie Walker-type TEs. Our historical grades will have changed some on various prospects as well, to 

show their grades by comparison.  
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The most intriguing non-Saquon Barkley prospect, on offense, in this entire draft, to me, is N.C. State TE 

prospect Jaylen Samuels. He’s labeled a TE, but he kinda plays tight end, running back, H-back, and wide 

receiver…he’s also returned a few kicks and thrown some passes in college as well (a high school QB 

who accounted for 55 TDs his senior season). I’m not sure how you label him/what his best position 

is…but anyone in the NFL with a brain is staring at an offensive weapon gift like no other the league will 

have seen. 

…which means the NFL will probably not see it, not recognize it at all, and make him a blocking H-back. 

But for the sake of argument let’s dream of the possibilities here… 

  

As a TIGHT END: 

He’s a move tight end…like a Charles Clay (a few years ago) or Jordan Reed, but 3–4 inches smaller – 

and the height/size is what creates confusion in the NFL. They like their TE prospects at 6′4″-6′5″+, but if 

you’re an athletic 6′2″-6′3″ guy, some will see a Jordan Reed. But what do they do with a shorter-than-

six-foot tight end? 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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My fear is the NFL would have no idea. They would open their playbooks, blow the cobwebs off it, and 

not see any plays designed for a 5′11″/225 TE and they’d make him a blocking H-back. 

What they’d be missing is an NFL RB-sized/skilled worker who you could get the ball out to down the 

field from any position on the field and let him overpower and/or outrun defenders in the back seven. 

Samuels has very good hands and is adept at catching the ball over the middle and in traffic. He caught 

15 passes on opening day of the 2017 season versus SEC foe South Carolina. He led all NCAA TEs in 

catches in 2017 (75 catches). He caught 201 passes over his four-year career, most of them over the past 

three years. 

Samuels can catch the ball in traffic or in the flat, and is really quick after the catch – he just doesn’t 

have the height/bulky body of a traditional TE. He has high-end TE skills otherwise. 

  

As an H-BACK: 

Samuels can be used to throw off the defense from H-back too, in the right system…blocker on some 

plays but mostly a guy who chips and then gets out for a short pass or takes an occasional handoff, etc. 

You can use him as a weapon H-back rather than a blocking one. 

  

As a RUNNING BACK: 

Jaylen Samuels is not the most classically trained RB…but he did run the ball 181 times in college and 

averaged 6.1 yards per carry while rushing for 12 TDs. He was an all-star runner in high school, and when 

called upon in college – he delivered. 

I’m not sure he can take 15+ carries a game per season and be a frontline star RB, but I wouldn’t rule it 

out. As an RB prospect, you have to consider that he’s 5′11″+/225 – a perfect size. Running a 4.54 40-

time with a sub-7.0 three-cone – he’s a legit top RB prospect on paper. 

PLUS, he has great hands. You could use Samuels to run plays as an RB/FB but could also just use him as 

the biggest bully third-down/passing game RB in the league. 

He’s a weapon for anyone who’s looking. 

  

As a WIDE RECEIVER: 

You could leave him as is and have a monster weapon as a big/thick WR…or take 5–10 pounds off of 

Samuels and make him a 4.4+ runner and move him to any WR spot and he’d be a great possession WR 

– reliable hands, makes tough catches in traffic, has an RB’s mentality after the catch. 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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You could pick any one of the positions above…or you could just have him work as all of them. From one 

snap to the next, you never know where he’ll be or what he’s doing. If he draws the mismatch – ‘boom’. 

He’s a kid with high character, and a workman-like mindset. He has no injury red flags. He’s a multi-

dimensional weapon waiting to be unleashed. 

The only question is – will the unimaginative, antiquated NFL see it…or just pay lip service to it? 

  

Jaylen Samuels, Through the Lens of Our TE Scouting Algorithm: 
 

Samuels caught 7 or more passes in a game 10 times in his career. Penn State TE Mike Gesicki did so just 

once in his career. Mark Andrews, Oklahoma did it three times. South Dakota State’s Dallas Goedert did 

so 12 times. Samuels was a big part of the offense…and that’s not including his 3–6 carries a game he’d 

usually get. He touches the ball more than any TE in the draft class. 

Samuels carried the ball three or more times in a game 29 times in his career and scored 27 TDs in those 

29 games. He would get the ball about 2–7 times in a game on jet sweeps or just normal goal-line RB 

work and he’d find a way. 

Samuels caught 10 or more passes in a game twice in his career (50 games) and had three 100+ yard 

receiving games in his career as well. He combined for 100+ yards rushing and receiving seven times in 

his career. 

He has played in four bowl games and has scored 7 TDs total in those games – at least 1 TD in every 

bowl game…and one game MVP (2016 Independence Bowl). 

I don’t know how to define Samuels…I just know he makes plays and gives great effort every touch – no 

matter what position he’s working out of. He’s a true ‘weapon’. 

  

NFL Combine measurables… 

5′11.4″/225, 31 3/8″ arms, 9 ¼″ hands 

4.54 40-time, 6.93 three-cone, 4.28 shuttle 

18 bench reps, 34.5″ vertical, 10′1″ broad jump 

 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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The Historical TE Prospects to Whom Jaylen Samuels Most Compares Within Our System: 

 

First off, there is no comparison to Samuels considering his size and how he produced numbers. You’d 

have to try to combine players to figure something out. No college tight end that I can recall was an ace 

receiver and a legit NFL RB prospect at the same time.  

Delanie Walker returned kicks and played some H-back initially for the 49ers behind Vernon Davis. Zach 

Miller was a triple-threat type TE/player at the lower levels of college play, but much taller than 

Samuels. Charles Clay is about as close as it gets – 28 receiving TDs and 10 rushing TDs for Tulsa back in 

the day. Clay was a lot bigger and not as athletic as Samuels.  

 

TE 
Grade 

TE-
Reed 

Last First Yr College H H W Spd-
Agil 

Metric 

Strgth 
Blxing 
Metric 

Hands 
Metric 

10.536 12.08 Samuels Jaylen 2018 N.C. State 5 11.4 225 11.06 3.51 10.53 

9.568 12.32 Walker Delanie 2006 C. Missouri 6 1.2 240 9.92 7.05 9.43 

7.765 9.91 Miller Zach 2009 Neb-Omaha 6 3.6 233 9.82 2.99 8.40 

6.400 7.60 Clay  Charles 2011 Tulsa 6 2.7 245 6.15 6.31 9.48 

7.603 10.03 Engram Evan 2017 Ole Miss 6 3.3 234 14.59 3.16 8.38 

6.673 8.88 Reed Kyler 2013 Nebraska 6 2.1 225 13.53 2.05 6.54 

6.910 8.20 Vitale Dan 2016 Northwestern 6 0.7 239 7.17 8.05 7.29 

 

*A score of 7.0+ is where we start to take a TE prospect more seriously. A score of 8.50+ is where we see 

a stronger correlation of TEs going on to become NFL good/great/elite. A score of 10.00+ is more 

rarefied air in our system and indicates a greater probability of becoming an elite NFL TE. 

All of the TE ratings are based on a 0–10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in 

certain instances. 

**The ‘TE-Reed’ score is in honor of Jordan Reed’s 2015 season…looking at TEs in a different 

manner—the smaller, speedy receiving threats. 

“Speed-Agility Metric” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding speed, agility, physical size, 

mixed with some on-field performance metrics. High scorers here project to have a better YAC and show 

characteristics to be used as deep threats/create separation. 

“Power-Strength Metric” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding physical size profiling, bench 

press strength, etc.  High scorers here project to be more physical, better blockers, and less injury-prone. 

“Hands Metric” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding on-field performance in college, 

considering the strength of opponents played. Furthermore, this data considers some physical profiling 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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for hand size, etc. High scorers here have a better track record of college statistical performance, and 

project the combination of data for receiving success at the next level. 

 

2018 NFL Draft Outlook: 

I see Samuels with anywhere from 3rd- to 5th-round grades. There’s a general “We don’t know what to 

do with him/what position to call him” type of shoulder shrug going on. I’ll guess the NFL will follow suit 

and he goes off as an early 3rd-round pick. 

If I were an NFL GM, I’d consider taking Samuels top 50 overall. If my team was pretty solid otherwise 

and Samuels would give me a unique piece to move around the chess board – I’d take a look at getting 

creative. I’m hesitant to go that early only because I’d also have the thought that I could create a 

Samuels-alike with some other player, maybe. Perhaps a Kalen Ballage or some other RB prospect that 

might fall through the cracks. It’s easy to say and harder to do – Samuels has proven he knows what he’s 

doing from multiple spots. 

 

NFL Outlook:    

It’s all about what the coaches do with him… He’s either going to be one of the most exciting, 

productive, talked about rookies who changes the offensive strategy for the next several years by 

people saying they are looking for a ‘Samuels’ type player…or he gets buried by the system as a 

limited/no-touch H-back and special teamer. Pretty wide range of extremes of potential. 
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