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NFL Draft 2016 Scouting Report: RB DeAndre Washington, 

Texas Tech 

*Our RB grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, leaked 

Wonderlic test results, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

*We use the term “Power RB” to separate physically bigger, more between-the-tackles–capable RBs 

from our “speed RBs” group. “Speed RBs” are physically smaller, but much faster/quicker, and less likely 

to flourish between the tackles. 

  

My initial scouting reactions to watching a little tape to get familiar with DeAndre Washington pre–NFL 

Combine were fairly favorable. Not 'wow', but not bad. Pretty good, solid. His Combine numbers came 

in a little better than expected, and we felt like he was a decent RB prospect…mid-to-late-draft kind of 

RB prospect. However, after watching more of his tape in depth and looking over his entire prospect 

resume…I'm taking a step back and calling Washington 'OK' rather than 'pretty good'. 

A reaction note I wrote down during my studies says it all, for me: 'More effort than talent'. It's 

the Branden Oliver syndrome. Mildly talented athlete who gives 150% effort. In college, 'mildly talented 

athlete' for the NFL is better than 99% of their opponents in college. A guy like Washington can 

outhustle everyone, use his college+ skills to produce some nice numbers pre-NFL. The college game 

tape reveals the mediocre side – if you're looking deep enough. 

He had some nice 2015 efforts against UTEP, TCU (in a shootout), Texas, and his best effort – 248 yards 

rushing and three TDs vs. Kansas State. All 100+ yard rushing games against that group, as well as 

accounting for 10 of his 14 rushing TDs last season. However, when you watch him against the better 

defenses he faced in 2015 – Baylor, Oklahoma, Oklahoma State, and LSU…different story. Different 

running back. 

The better defenses had no problem containing Washington…and you could tell he was pretty 

outmatched and outclassed. Washington didn't have the 'it' to outrun or shift away from would-be 

tacklers against the better defenses. He's strong (24 bench reps at the NFL Combine), but he isn't a 

power runner at 5′8″/204…not a power runner in size or nature. He tries to finesse, juke his way through 

most trouble. It works occasionally versus lesser teams, not as much against the big boys he faced. His 

tape, against the likes of Baylor and Oklahoma State – it was bland. He worked hard, but just didn't have 

the 'it'. 

People get excited because Washington caught a decent amount of passes out of the backfield – 31 

receptions in 2014, 26 catches last year. Washington is nice in the screen game as needed but is not a 

gifted receiver in my book. I really thought I'd see a more fluid receiver out of the backfield. Washington 

is 'mediocre' catching the ball. Not a natural hands catcher, he tends to hoist it in to his body. He's not a 
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back you'll send all over the field for inventive pass plays in the NFL. He's not that kind of receiving 

talent. 

Washington is a similar version of Branden Oliver (UDFA from UAB to the Chargers). Coaches are going 

to love his effort. He's going to make an NFL team. He won't start, but when injuries hit, and he gets a 

chance, he might do OK for a spell. Over enough time, the mediocrity will be exposed, and the team will 

realize they don't have 'the next big thing' – just a warm body who tries hard. Force Washington in as a 

starter in the NFL, and he'll get you 3.5–4.0 yards a carry, maybe. He can catch a pass or two, but you 

won't mistake him for the team's franchise back in waiting. 

Nice college talent. Average pro talent at best. 

 

  

DeAndre Washington, Through the Lens of Our RB Scouting Algorithm: 
 

Against Baylor, Oklahoma, Oklahoma State, and LSU last year, Washington posted a lackluster 64 carries 

for 265 yards (4.1 ypc) and two rushing TDs. 66.3 yards rushing per game. 

He also caught 37.5 yards' worth of passes per game against that group of four teams (above) – a nice 

tally. Texas Tech went 0–4 against those four teams and lost by an average 27.5 yards…so stats were 

available, and Washington benefitted from some simple dump-offs in heavy pass-attempt efforts in 

crushing defeats (Texas Tech attempted 56.3 passes per game in these four contests). 

I used to think Washington's numbers were pretty decent, a possible sign of a next-level producer, but 

after watching him in this offense, and in the context of the games…I think his nice output from 2015 

was more a 'crime of opportunity', and actually could be called "lacking" – more numbers/output was 

left for him to get. I'm not even sure he was the most talented RB on his team. 

The most impressive thing about Washington's measurables: 24 reps on the bench press. By far the 

most reps among RB prospects under 205 pounds at the NFL Combine. He posted a solid 4.49 40-time, 

and a mediocre 7.03 three-cone. Overall, he's a better-than-average athlete/prospect at RB. 
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The Historical RB Prospects to Whom DeAndre Washington Most Compares Within Our 

System: 

 

It's a rather lackluster group that our system sees Washington running with…backing up a theme that 

Washington is generally a lackluster prospect for the NFL. 

I can't help but compare Washington to fellow rookie RB Wendell Smallwood. Very similar sized running 

backs, both day-three NFL Draft picks. With Smallwood, I was impressed with his instinct and toughness 

running inside for his size. He has decent hands for the passing game. He won't blow you away with 

athleticism, but he has a little extra 'it', a knack for the position. I saw none of that, comparing him to 

Smallwood, from Washington. 

 

RB 
Score 

RB-
Re 

RB-ru Last First College Yr H H W Speed 
Metric 

Agility 
Metric 

Power 
Metric 

6.575 7.87 6.02 Washingtn DeAndre Texas Tech 2016 5 8.2 204 4.85 6.10 9.06 

1.332 4.82 1.04 Gray Cyrus Texas A&M 2012 5 10.2 206 4.45 1.29 7.89 

3.218 3.79 2.20 Powell Bilal Louisville 2011 5 10.4 207 4.23 4.34 6.29 

5.034 2.57 3.00 Harris Josh Wake Forest 2014 5 9.7 206 0.64 0.66 10.04 

0.035 0.80 -0.05 Baker Edwin Michigan St 2012 5 8.1 204 3.82 -0.57 6.80 

1.118 1.91 0.61 Poole Tauren Tennessee 2012 5 9.5 205 -0.27 -1.21 8.56 

3.397 1.24 1.96 Walker Darius Notre Dame 2007 5 10.0 206 0.20 -2.73 5.92 

 

*A score of 8.50+ is where we see a stronger correlation of RBs going on to become NFL 

good/great/elite. A score of 10.00+ is more rarefied air in our system and indicates a greater probability 

of becoming an elite NFL RB. 

All of the RB ratings are based on a 0–10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in 

certain instances. 

Overall rating/score = A combination of several on-field performance measures, including refinement for 

the strength of opponents faced, mixed with all the physical measurement metrics – then compared/rated 

historically within our database and formulas. More of a traditional three-down search – runner, blocker, 

and receiver. 

*RB-Re score = New/testing in 2016. Our new formula/rating that attempts to identify and quantify a 

prospect's receiving skills even deeper than in our original formulas. RB prospects can now make it/thrive 

in the NFL strictly based on their receiving skills – it is an individual attribute sought out for the NFL and 

no longer dismissed or overlooked. Our rating combines a study of their receiving numbers in college in 

relation to their offense and opponents, as well as profiling size-speed-agility along with hand size 

measurables, etc. 
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*RB-Ru score = New/testing in 2016. Our new formula/rating that attempts to classify and quantify an 

RB prospect's ability strictly as a runner of the ball. Our rating combines a study of their rushing 

numbers in college in relation to their offense and strength of opponents, as well as profiling size-speed-

agility along with various size measurables, etc. 

Raw Speed Metric = A combination of several speed and size measurements from the NFL Combine, 

judged along with physical size profile, and then compared/rated historically within our database and 

scouting formulas. This is a rating strictly for RBs of a similar/bigger size profile. 

Agility Metric = A combination of several speed and agility measurements from the NFL Combine, 

judged along with physical size profile, and then compared/rated historically within our database and 

scouting formulas. This is a rating strictly for RBs of a similar/bigger size profile. 

 

 

2016 NFL Draft Outlook: 

As of this writing, we already know that Washington was drafted in the fifth round by Oakland. I would 

have predicted fifth-to-seventh round with a possibility to go undrafted based on my deeper study, had 

it been done before the draft. 

If I were an NFL GM, I'm not using any round of draft pick on an average talent, average hands, smaller-

sized RB prospect. There are as/more interesting RB prospects on NFL practice squads who bounced 

on/off waivers earlier this year. There is no economic reason to burn a draft pick on DeAndre 

Washington. If I were going to grab a smaller RB prospect in the fifth round of the draft – I take Wendell 

Smallwood over Washington in a heartbeat (along with several other RB prospects taken later). 

 

NFL Outlook:    

Washington has earned a little hoopla as someone who might slice in on Latavius Murray's touches for 

Oakland. From what I've seen, Murray has nothing to worry about. There is no facet of the game where 

Washington is better than Murray. Even if injury forces Washington into a heavy role…it won't be great 

– he's destined to be a team's third running back who can play special teams. 
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All rights reserved. All content is for entertainment purposes only and TFA is not responsible or liable for personal adverse 

outcomes nor are any game results or forecasting guaranteed. Past results do not predict future outcomes. We are not held 

liable for any personal loses incurred. We are solely here to produce and provide content for recreational purposes. No part of 

this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, 

recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case 

of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law. For 

permission requests, email the publisher at rcfischer@fantasyfootballmetrics.com 
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