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NFL Draft 2016 Scouting Report: ILB Jaylon Smith, Notre 

Dame 

*Our LB grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, leaked 

Wonderlic test results, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

  

Honestly, prospects like this are really starting to frustrate me. Why people are so ultra in love with 

solid/decent players just because they play for a particular, big-name college team…it's nauseating. It's 

sickening on a certain level because I know, or think I know, what's pushing it –and it's unfair to all the 

other quality prospects at lesser schools. It's a weird 'class system' of football. 

I don't know if people just assume that if a player was a starter at 'Notre Dame' it must mean they're 

special, or if there's some kind back-scratching that goes on with the big schools and analysts, or if it's 

just about TV ratings with the big-name schools, but Jaylon Smith doesn't deserve all this hype. 

I'm not saying he isn't a decent football player/prospect, and a guy who can do some solid work in the 

NFL. But in absolutely no way shape or form was this guy ever the best prospect in college football. 

However, at one time, before the injury, people were telling you just that. 

Remember, when Manti Te'o was an early contender for best defensive prospect in the 2014 NFL Draft? 

The guy was as mediocre as they come, but he was hyped into superstardom. If not for the 'catfishing' 

episode off the field derailing his general status, I think Te'o might've gone in the top 15 in his draft. So 

far, he's been a boring dud in the NFL. 

I'm watching tape of Smith in various games, and the game commentators are so excited to tell you how 

he's the best athlete on the defense, and how great he is. However, I'm sitting there watching it and 

seeing several other lesser-lauded Notre Dame defenders flying around, who appear much more 

impressive to me on 2015 game tape…and not mentioned in anywhere near the same fawning wordage. 

When I think of my time studying Smith, the play I'll always remember happened against USC in 2015. A 

Trojan running back is bottled up at the line of scrimmage, near midfield, but to everyone's surprise he 

breaks through and is off to the races right up the middle. Smith is out of position, as most Notre Dame 

defenders were on this play. Several of the defenders realize the play did not get stopped at the line of 

scrimmage, so they take off in a sprint chasing the running back who's motoring down field, including 

Smith. A few Notre Dame defenders close the gap and either reach or get close to the USC running back 

before he hits the end zone. Not Smith. He lost ground, and eventually slowed up/gave up. Smith was 

unable to run at the NFL Combine, so we only have hyperbole on how fast he is – this was a telling 

moment for me about his game speed. 
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I never saw game speed that made me think he'd be a great pass-rusher off the edge, nor the speed that 

projected he could chase players all over the NFL as a 4-3 OLB…nor did I see a hulking middle linebacker 

of the future – more an undersized college ILB. 

All I see on tape is a guy sitting in centerfield at middle linebacker, and chasing plays…and not all that 

effectively (against better opponents). Sure, if you were in his area he was going to make a tackle. He 

gives great effort and is a nice form tackler. He's not a guy that was an athletic maniac all over the field 

creating chaos. He just did his job. He was 'college good'. I didn't see 'NFL good'. 

More so, I saw a future safety when I watched his tape. He's a thinner-framed (6'2"/223), but muscular 

guy. Pretty strong, but not super-fast and not a lot of mass hitting a tackle. Many times, against better 

competition, Smith struggled making a tackle because his initial contact was shrugged off and Smith 

hung on for dear life, or just melted off missing the tackle. Jatavis Brown from Akron 

or Houston's Elandon Roberts are so much better NFL linebacker talents than Jaylon Smith. Yet, Brown 

and Roberts did not receive an NFL Combine invite, while shrines are built to Jaylon Smith. 

You're getting a solid/average NFL prospect here at best with Jaylon Smith, but factor in the terrible 

injury (ACL, and nerve issues post-surgery), and I'm not sure how much of a player you're going to have 

in the future. I saw nothing on tape that amazed me. Blockers from better college opponents had no 

issues moving him out of the way. I didn't think he was the best talent on the Notre Dame defense. The 

public is getting sold a bag of beads here, like they typically are on big-school talents/names that college 

football analysts love to 'hype up'. 

  

 

 

 

Jaylon Smith, Through the Lens of Our ILB Scouting Algorithm: 
 

How in the world Smith was a consensus All-American and award-winning linebacker with his 2015 

output is egregious. He had 1.0 sacks and 9.0 TFLs last season…mediocre by top linebacker performance. 

40% of his tackles were assisted…no doubt some favorable add-ons by the statisticians. 

Smith produced three games with 14 or more tackles…43 tackles – doing so vs. USC, Wake Forest, and 

Stanford. 20 of the 43 were solo tackles…53.4% of them were assisted tackles. Not a great sign of a top 

tier linebacker. 
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Smith could not participate in the NFL Combine, but our projections on key measurables would be: 

4.75+ = 40-time 

7.30+ = Three-cone 

18-19 = Bench reps 

33.0″ = Vertical 

His hands at the Combine were a small 9.5″ inches. Arms were a decent length at 33.0″. 

 

 

The Historical ILB Prospects to Whom Jaylon Smith Most Compares Within Our System: 

 

I could see Smith bulking up a little and becoming a Danny Trevathan, as a ceiling. More so in our 

system, Smith compares to other linebacker prospects who were on the NFL fringes. I do not see Smith 

bulking up, but rather dropping weight and becoming a big, slow strong safety. 

 

ILB 
Score 

Last First Yr 
 

College H H W  Tackle, 
Strngt

h 
Metric 

Speed, 
Agility 
Metric 

Pass 
Rush 

Metric 

5.340 Smith Jaylon 2016 Notre Dame 6 2.0 223 
 

8.93 4.49 2.07 

7.050 Wilson Lawrence 2011 U Conn 6 0.7 229 
 

9.71 4.82 3.30 

6.099 Trevathan Danny 2012 Kentucky 6 0.8 230 
 

9.49 6.24 2.64 

6.503 Kissinger Hunter 2016 La Monroe 6 2.0 228 
 

10.62 4.34 3.26 

5.692 Norman Dwayne 2016 Duke 6 0.1 230 
 

7.63 2.25 0.37 

5.243 Tavarres Myke 2016 Incarnate Word 6 1.3 230 
 

7.61 5.72 2.83 

3.291 Brown Beniquez 2016 Miss State 6 0.6 229 
 

7.17 7.16 4.98 

 

*A score of 8.00+ is where we see a stronger correlation of LBs going on to become NFL 

good/great/elite. A score of 10.00+ is more rarefied air in our system, and indicates a greater probability 

of becoming an NFL elite LB. 

All of the LB ratings are based on a 0–10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in 

certain instances. 
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Tackle-Strength Metrics = A combination of several physical and performance measurements. An attempt 

to classify the LB prospect's ability to stop the run, as well as to gauge how physical the player is, and the 

likelihood of higher tackle counts in the NFL. All based on profiles of LBs historically. 

Speed-Agility Metrics = A combination of several speed, agility, and size measurements...as well as game 

performance data to profile a LB for speed/agility based on LBs historically. A unique measuring system 

to look for LBs that profile for quickness, pass-coverage ability, and general ability to cover more 

ground. 

 

 

2016 NFL Draft Outlook: 

As of this publishing, we already know the Dallas Cowboys were proclaimed heroes for drafting Jaylon 

Smith #34 in the 2016 NFL Draft. This is classic Jerry Jones. The first couple rounds of this draft for Dallas 

seemed like the old Cowboys' drafts – taking the typical guys that analysts and magazines love. For a 

Cowboys team that has a short window for the Super Bowl because of Tony Romo's health and age, I'm 

shocked they wasted this high pick on a 'tweener' linebacker that won't play in 2016, and has some 

question of whether he'll ever play in the NFL (along with taking a running back in the 1st round, a 

position that the NFL is overflowing in). 

If I were an NFL GM, whether Smith was totally healthy or the injured version that we know now, I just 

would've sat back waiting to see what sucker overspent on this pick. There's no way I would've made 

this draft pick in the top 100-150. I would've taken Jatavis Brown ahead of Smith all day long. 

 

 

NFL Outlook:    

If Jaylon Smith makes it back to playing football, you know he's going to get more chances than the 

regular prospect. So I suspect he'll see some time on the field, and it's not like he is a total bust or 

anything – he's just not as good as everyone is proclaiming. If he were moved to a LB/S hybrid role, 

perhaps he'd be a little more useful in the NFL. 
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Copyright Statement 

Copyright at date and time signed below by R.C. Fischer 

 

All rights reserved. All content is for entertainment purposes only and TFA is not responsible or liable for personal adverse 

outcomes nor are any game results or forecasting guaranteed. Past results do not predict future outcomes. We are not held 

liable for any personal loses incurred. We are solely here to produce and provide content for recreational purposes. No part of 

this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, 

recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case 

of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law. For 

permission requests, email the publisher at rcfischer@fantasyfootballmetrics.com 
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