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NFL Draft 2015 Scouting Report: RB Ameer Abdullah, 

Nebraska 

*Our RB grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, leaked 

Wonderlic test results, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

*We use the term “Power RB” to separate physically bigger, more between-the-tackles–capable RBs 

from our “speed RBs” group. “Speed RBs” are physically smaller, but much faster/quicker, and less likely 

to flourish between the tackles. 

  

This scouting report gets a little complex. 

The scouting battle lines are easily drawn here… 

On one side, you have the ‘tape watchers’—they love Ameer Abdullah. Cool name. Awesome results in 

college. Speedy guy with a muscular frame who can catch the ball…an easy parallel to Darren Sproles. 

On the other side, you have the ‘measurables guys’—they are skeptical on Abdullah. They cannot get 

past two things: (1) Abdullah has played at a smaller weight class in college, like 200 +/- pounds in-

season. That size is a rough transition to the NFL at RB. (2) He ran a 4.60 in the NFL Combine's 40-yard 

dash and scared the bajeezus out of ‘measurables guy’. 

‘Tape watchers’ will rally back against the 40-time, and point out that everything else Abdullah did at the 

NFL Combine was stellar—great vertical, huge bench, sensational agility, etc. 

‘Measurables guys’ love everything on Abdullah but the 40-time—and is hung up on that oddly slow 40-

time. It’s a bad 40-time, but ultimately they are willing to relent after considering all his other 

measurables were fantastic. In the end, the ‘measurables’ side will endorse Abdullah as a top-3 RB 

prospect in this class…joining ‘tape guy’. 

Abdullah is both ESPN and CBS’s #3 ranked RB prospect as of this publication. 

This is a tricky player to project for the NFL. Plenty to fall in love with, plenty of red-flags to scare S*** 

out of you. 

Let’s look at the positive side: Abdullah is a high energy, aggressive runner. He is smaller but worked fine 

in a running game in college where he was the feature RB working between the tackles often. Abdullah 

had one of the top bench presses for a RB at the NFL Combine…an amazing 24 reps. He is very muscular 

and strong for his size. In college, you saw a three-down, effective runner who could run for speed, 

power, and catch the ball successfully out of the backfield. 

Here’s the problem with all that… 
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Abdullah is not likely going into the NFL to play a similar game as he worked at Nebraska. He cannot be a 

power runner in the NFL. First, he won’t last long as a 4.60 runner at his size. He is DOA at that speed. 

He’ll never make it through the line, and he will be squashed by DTs who are 100+ pounds more in 

frame. He needs to skate through holes quicker—a 4.60 40-time doesn’t lend itself to that. Additionally, 

when Abdullah does get popped, he is ‘loose’ with the ball—a panic inducing 23 fumbles in college, with 

16 of them lost over four seasons. That’s a major red-flag. 

Abdullah is built to be Darren Sproles-like in the NFL. Which means he has to land on the New Orleans 

Saints or Detroit Lions (old Saints coach now OC) to be a star, or he’ll be just a solid option on most 

other teams. He is not a feature RB for the NFL running a 4.60 40-time at his size. There is nothing wrong 

with being a Darren Sproles-type…more of a specialty receiver and occasional runner. 

There is a hidden potential here, maybe: Abdullah looks like he popped up to 205-pounds for the NFL 

Combine. If he was carrying 5-10 less pounds…he might have run 40-times in the lower 4.5s, or perhaps 

into the high 4.4s…with an even more sensational agility and vertical. I would advise him that he would 

have a longer, more fruitful career ahead as a ‘next Sproles’, than he does trying to be an all-around RB 

at 205-pounds who runs a 4.60. 

Abdullah brings a high level of high-end intangibles to the NFL: The Senior CLASS Award winner for the 

most outstanding player, student, and community involved player in the nation. He was also a team 

captain for Nebraska. There are no obvious red-flags having Abdullah join your locker room. 

There is a lot to love here, and a few things to be wary of with Abdullah. In the right system, he is the 

‘next Sproles’. In the wrong system, he will be put in positions to fail—like carrying the ball into danger 

too much, and if he starts fumbling as much as he did in college…do you recall what Bill 

Belichick and Tom Coughlin type coaches do to players who have fumble issues? Their patience is very 

thin…and short. 

 

  

Ameer Abdullah, Through the Lens of Our RB Scouting Algorithm: 
 

Abdullah had a sensational 2014, but when you look closer you can see some cracks in the foundation 

within it. Hidden among the string of 100+ and 200+ yards rushing performances are shaky games 

against bigger opponents like: 

 -- 24 carries for 45 yards against Michigan State 

 -- 18 carries for 69 yards against Wisconsin 

 -- 27 carries for 88 yards against USC in their Bowl game 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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The three muted games above translate to 2.9 yards rushing per carry…which makes you start to 

wonder about whether that 4.60 40-time is the real Ameer Abdullah. 

  

In 2013, against top teams, we saw somewhat the same as 2014: 

 -- 23 carries for 98 yards against UCLA 

 -- 27 for 105 yards against Michigan 

 -- 23 carries for 123 yards against Michigan State 

 -- 27 carries for 122 yards against Georgia/Bowl game 

Decent rushing totals overall, but also a ton of carries…carry-levels that he won’t get in the NFL in each 

game. In these four games, Abdullah produced a more mediocre (for NFL prospect RBs) 4.5 yards per 

carry. 

  

I keep hitting the rushing side of the argument because I know Abdullah fits fine in the passing game, 

but I think too many people see Abdullah on the field more in the NFL than he will likely be in reality. I 

would also fear his shaky NFL speed might ultimately be trouble as a receiver out of the backfield—I 

know he can swing out of the backfield fine with his agility, but maybe he doesn’t have the speed to 

make big plays after. If not, then what? Do I have another Theo Riddick on my team? A guy who can 

catch, but can’t break anything off after the catch…what’s the point? 

  

 

The Historical RB Prospects to Whom Ameer Abdullah Most Compares Within Our System: 

 

I keep referencing Darren Sproles because it’s simple and cliché to do, but Bobby Rainey makes a lot of 

sense here…on a number of levels. Rainey is a gritty runner, successful in college, has the solid 

measurables (faster than Ameer, as strong, but little less athletic). We’ve seen Rainey jump into NFL 

action and do very well in the NFL, but we’ve also seen him struggle some with fumbles. 

The unorthodox ‘thing’ I see with Rainey-Abdullah comparison: Both very talented and accomplished in 

college. Both work solidly in the passing game. Rainey went undrafted and kicked around the league for 

a while…available for free for one and all. On the other hand, Abdullah will go highly in this draft. It’s bad 

draft valuation for an NFL team. I’d much rather have grabbed Rainey coming out of Western Kentucky 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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as an unheralded, undrafted free agent, than taking Abdullah with a #60-80 pick. It’s a case where the 

media exposure pushes scouts and GMs to make decisions based on hype/notoriety over substance. 

 

RB 
Score 

Last First College Yr H H W Speed 
Metric 

Agility 
Metric 

Power 
Metric 

Hands 
Metric 

7.500 Abdullah Ameer Nebraska 2015 5 8.6 205 0.1 14.41 9.87 6.04 

7.280 Rainey Bobby W.Kentucky 2012 5 7 208 3.2 9.52 10.31 6.96 

6.670 Bernard Giovani UNC 2013 5 9.4 205 5.6 10.04 7.55 12.93 

5.470 Harris Montel Temple 2013 5 8.2 208 -4.8 6.78 7.00 2.04 

6.430 Morency Vernand Oklahoma St 2005 5 9.5 212 3.7 5.2 7.57 0.94 

7.090 Sproles Darren Kansas St 2005 5 6.1 187 5.0 9.88 7.64 7.11 

5.330 Grimes Jonathan Will & Mary 2012 5 10 207 -1.7 7.18 8.98 5.92 

 

*A score of 8.50+ is where we see a stronger correlation of RBs going on to become NFL 

good/great/elite. A score of 10.00+ is more rarefied air in our system and indicates a greater probability 

of becoming an elite NFL RB. 

All of the RB ratings are based on a 0–10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in 

certain instances. 

Overall rating/score = A combination of several on-field performance measures, including refinement for 

the strength of opponents faced, mixed with all the physical measurement metrics – then compared/rated 

historically within our database and formulas. More of a traditional three-down search – runner, blocker, 

and receiver. 

Raw Speed Metric = A combination of several speed and size measurements from the NFL Combine, 

judged along with physical size profile, and then compared/rated historically within our database and 

scouting formulas. This is a rating strictly for RBs of a similar/bigger size profile. 

Agility Metric = A combination of several speed and agility measurements from the NFL Combine, 

judged along with physical size profile, and then compared/rated historically within our database and 

scouting formulas. This is a rating strictly for RBs of a similar/bigger size profile. 

 

2015 NFL Draft Outlook: 

Most see Abdullah being taken between picks #50-80, but I think he falls a little further to ultimately go 

between #75-100. It’s a loaded draft class at RB…loaded with useful weapons, not necessarily loaded 

with superstars. 
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If I were an NFL GM, I don’t have any designs on taking Abdullah for all the reasons mentioned in the 

prior section—I’ll find another Bobby Rainey undrafted with my computer, and be just fine, thank you. 

 

NFL Outlook:    

I could see the Saints picking Ameer Abdullah without a doubt—the Sproles-like allure is just sitting 

there. If so, he could get a nice early push to his career. On most other teams, I could see him buried a 

little bit and just working special teams. For non-Saints/Lions teams, he’ll be a useful member of the 

roster, but way overvalued being selected in the 2nd or 3rd-round. 
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