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NFL Draft 2016 Scouting Report: TE Seth DeValve, Princeton 

*Our TE grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, leaked 

Wonderlic test results, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

**Our TE formulas had some slight changes in the offseason—an adjustment to better identify and value 

TE prospects that are smaller physically and are primed for the era ahead...the era of Jordan Reed and 

Delanie Walker-type TEs. Our historical grades will have changed some on various prospects as well, to 

show their grades by comparison.  

 

If you only look at the basic information at a glance, you're not going to think much of Seth DeValve. He 

doesn't have traditional NFL tight end height at 6′2″+. You look at his statistical output at Princeton, and 

there's not much to get excited about. His best season in the Ivy League was four TDs (in 9 games in 

2013). The past two seasons, he's scored just one TD each campaign. After the size and output data, if 

you found out that he's had two foot surgeries costing him several games the past two years – you'd 

probably write him off completely. 

But then there's the tape…Seth DeValve 'pops' off the scouting game tape. 

I would describe DeValve as a Jordan Reed-Rob Gronkowski mix. I don't mean to say he's as talented as 

both guys combined. I mean it more as a visual, but I also would note that DeValve does possess some 

of their desirable skills. 

DeValve is a shorter tight end, like Jordan Reed. Like Reed, he's also an above-average athlete among 

tight ends. DeValve is a former wide receiver who converted over to tight end during his time at 

Princeton. When you compare the two, DeValve is similar in size to Reed, but is thicker and faster. 

DeValve wears #87 and played at a smaller football conference filled with non-NFL bodies, so he can 

remind you of Gronkowski working over Ivy league opponents. Really, what he reminds me most of, in a 

Gronkowski sense, is that he is an excellent 'snatcher' of the ball. You throw the ball anywhere in 

DeValve's direction, and he's going to snatch it out of the air with his sizeable 10″ hands…and haul it in 

smoothly and start rumbling down field. Only DeValve doesn't 'rumble'…he has the speed and agility of 

a starting NFL tight end. He has the athleticism and gracefulness of the top shorter tight ends (Reed 

and Delanie Walker, etc.). 

I think it makes DeValve a potential Jordan Reed-like weapon for the NFL. Only, I would say he's more 

gifted than Jordan Reed all around. At minimum, call them equals. He's a bigger, better Jordan 

Reed with a touch of Gronk dashed in. 

DeValve had two foot surgeries during his time at Princeton, and that forced him to miss several games, 

which reduced his statistical output the past two seasons. The foot surgeries were to correct a problem 
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he had since birth and are not considered threatening to his athleticism. He is deemed fully healed, and 

supposedly will never have to worry about his foot issues again – it's been corrected. His Pro Day results 

certainly showed a guy that DOESN'T have foot problems – a 40″ vertical out of a 6′2″ tight end is pretty 

sick. 

DeValve is going to give an NFL team a few options. You can either use him as a Jordan Reed-style tight 

end, or an NFL team could shave off 15–20 pounds (he was 244 at his Pro Day) and get him down to a 

4.5+ runner with even more vertical and more off-the-charts agility, and thus make him a fantastic wide 

receiver prospect. However, I like him more at tight end. He's a physical blocker, and more of a standout 

at the tight end position – a position that has been lacking quality athletic prospects coming from 

college the past couple years. 

Given his IQ and athleticism, and the fact that the NFL is slowly starting to embrace shorter tight ends 

more and more – it wouldn't surprise me if DeValve wound up as the single best tight end prospect from 

the 2016 NFL Draft class. 

  

 

Seth DeValve, Through the Lens of Our TE Scouting Algorithm: 
 

The raw totals aren't eye-popping, but the per-game numbers are shouting out loud… 

2013: 49 catches (5.4 per game) and 527 yards (58.5 per game) = 9 games 

2014: 19 catches (6.3 per game) and 243 yards (81.0 per game) = 3 games 

2015: 33 catches (6.6 per game) and 337 yards (74.0 per game) = 5 games 

Those catch and yardage totals are stellar production for a tight end, even in a lesser division of play – 

you don't normally see numbers like this from tight ends. DeValve's TD counts haven't been great, 1-4-1-

1 the past four seasons, but also note that Princeton is not an advanced passing team. Princeton's 

starting QB threw for 8 TDs in a full season in 2015. 

  

As far as measurables…let's play the game where we take DeValve's Pro Day numbers and compare 

them to tight ends at the NFL Combine: 

40-time: DeValve's 4.68 time would be #2 among all Combine TE prospects. 

10-time: DeValve's 1.54 time would have blown away all TE prospects at Indy. 

Bench Reps: DeValve's 22 reps would be the 3rd best 
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Vertical: His 40.0″ would be two inches better than the best TE prospect in Indy. 

Three-cone: DeValve's 6.96 would be 4th best. 

Needless to say, DeValve is a top athlete at tight end. If you're into SPARQ scores – DeValve is the top 

among all 2016 prospects at tight end. He also would have been #1 last year as well. 

 

 

 

The Historical TE Prospects to Whom Seth DeValve Most Compares Within Our System: 

 

I could see DeValve working like Charles Clay…a TE/WR hybrid that becomes important to an NFL pass 

game because the coaches purposefully utilized him as much. I could see him going higher in his output 

than Aaron Hernandez, and more towards what Jordan Reed did in 2015 – in a perfect world. The 

team's effort towards making DeValve (or any of these kinds of TE prospects) a weapon will be the big 

question on how he is viewed 3-5-10 years from now. 

 

TE 
Grade 

TE-
Reed 

Last First Yr College H H W Spd-
Agil 

Metric 

Strgth 
Blxing 
Metric 

Hands 
Metric 

7.210 8.64 DeValve Seth 2016 Princeton 6 2.3 244 6.01 7.70 8.12 

6.400 7.60 Clay Charles 2011 Tulsa 6 2.7 245 6.15 6.31 9.48 

8.038 11.44 Hernandez Aaron 2010 Florida 6 2.3 245 9.58 8.74 9.65 

7.049 7.74 Pruitt MyCole 2015 So Illinois 6 2.2 251 8.19 7.55 8.93 

6.891 8.80 Kendricks Lance 2011 Wisconsin 6 2.7 243 8.15 7.07 8.63 

5.900 9.13 Reed Jordan 2013 Florida 6 3.0 236 6.35 3.13 8.60 

4.664 5.70 Morrah Cameron 2009 California 6 3.3 244 7.00 6.54 8.84 

 

*A score of 7.0+ is where we start to take a TE prospect more seriously. A score of 8.50+ is where we see 

a stronger correlation of TEs going on to become NFL good/great/elite. A score of 10.00+ is more 

rarefied air in our system and indicates a greater probability of becoming an elite NFL TE. 

All of the TE ratings are based on a 0–10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in 

certain instances. 

**The ‘TE-Reed’ score is in honor of Jordan Reed’s 2015 season…looking at TEs in a different 

manner—the smaller, speedy receiving threats. 
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“Speed-Agility Metric” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding speed, agility, physical size, 

mixed with some on-field performance metrics. High scorers here project to have a better YAC and show 

characteristics to be used as deep threats/create separation. 

“Power-Strength Metric” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding physical size profiling, bench 

press strength, etc.  High scorers here project to be more physical, better blockers, and less injury-prone. 

“Hands Metric” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding on-field performance in college, 

considering the strength of opponents played. Furthermore, this data considers some physical profiling 

for hand size, etc. High scorers here have a better track record of college statistical performance, and 

project the combination of data for receiving success at the next level. 

 

 

2016 NFL Draft Outlook: 

It's post NFL Draft as I write this report, so we all know that DeValve was drafted by the Cleveland 

Browns as a bit of a shock in the fourth round. Our computer scouting models had noted DeValve as the 

best sleeper prospect at tight end in this draft before the draft and noted that I hoped to study him 

some more in-depth because I came upon him later in the process. When Cleveland made the radical 

pick, I couldn't wait to do more of a full study. After watching several games and considering some of his 

lost time and numbers due to his foot surgeries – I think he's even better than my initial tape study and 

pre-draft review of our system grades. 

If I were an NFL GM, I would have left the 2016 NFL Draft realizing that I have to change some of my pre-

draft strategy because the Cleveland Browns are breaking the rules and taking players that most NFL 

teams are too afraid to touch/draft earlier. The new Browns' personnel group are potentially going to 

dominate the draft for years to come, it looks like. Before knowing this, I would have proclaimed that I 

really like DeValve, but I would probably wait till the seventh round or make him my first call among the 

UDFA guys, because no way the traditional NFL would stick their neck out for this guy. Obviously, the 

new Browns' management would've got him way ahead of what I was thinking. In the future, I'm going 

to have to, as a pretend GM, make these picks the way I really feel about them to keep ahead of 

Cleveland. DeValve deserved to be a top 100–150 prospect, so congratulations to the Cleveland Browns 

for doing the smart thing. 

 

NFL Outlook:    

The sky's the limit for DeValve if an NFL team is committed to making him a weapon. The old NFL, and 

most other teams still today, would look at DeValve as a special teams guy and a backup tight end they 

didn't pay much attention to…and they would have given him cute, pet nicknames about his intelligence 
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because he went to an Ivy League school. The old NFL loves/prefers mediocre tight ends from big-name 

schools. I think an organization like the new Cleveland Browns actually realizes what they have their 

hands on, so I expect they're going to do something to put DeValve in a position to succeed. If the 

Browns can find a legit QB and use DeValve as their Jordan Reed-type weapon, it wouldn't shock me if 

DeValve became a top-five tight end statistical performer in the NFL in a few seasons. There's real hope 

here because he was taken by a team on purpose. 
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