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NFL Draft 2016 Scouting Report: RB Wendell Smallwood, 

West Va. 

*Our RB grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, leaked 

Wonderlic test results, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

*We use the term “Power RB” to separate physically bigger, more between-the-tackles–capable RBs 

from our “speed RBs” group. “Speed RBs” are physically smaller, but much faster/quicker, and less likely 

to flourish between the tackles. 

  

As a scout, it's very easy to look right past Wendell Smallwood. If you've seen one 5′10″/208-pound 

college running back who runs a 4.45+ 40-time and ran for 1,000+ yards in a college season…you've seen 

them all. 

One of the reasons why it's so easy to look past RB prospects like this for the NFL is that running backs of 

a smaller size probably aren't going to matter all that much. The running back position in the NFL is 

watered down as it is, with plenty of supply to meet the demand. A 208-pound college running back that 

benches 14 reps really isn't going to get anyone's engines revving. That's not to say running backs 

with Wendell Smallwood's size-speed-strength are doomed to fail in the NFL…it's not that at all. No 

doubt, Smallwood can hang at the next level. The issue is whether he's a consistent difference-maker in 

the NFL or not. 

Using the 2015 NFL season as an example – nine of the top 10 running backs in rushing yards weighed 

215 or more pounds. The extra bulk/mass really helps, obviously, especially when there are 220+ pound 

guys who can run as fast or faster than 208-pound Wendell Smallwood. Part of a physically bigger RB's 

advantage is the sheer size to move a pile. The other part is the lesser likelihood of injury. In theory, the 

bigger the running back, the better to absorb hits from defensive monsters, and the less likely to get 

seriously hurt or have nagging issues every other week within a season. The current-day NFL is built to 

work against Wendell Smallwood as a feature or workhorse running back...and there are many RB 

prospects with similar physical and athleticism profiles. That's why it's easy to look past a guy like 

Smallwood. 

With the odds stacked against him, and this scouting report beginning on a sour note, I do have to say 

that if a smaller (210 pounds or less) running back from this 2016 draft class is going to make it as a 

more workhorse-like runner for his team – it's going to be Wendell Smallwood. 

Most notable college RB prospects of a similar size-speed-college success to Smallwood tend to have 

very similar tape, as I study them. They are kind of frauds at the running back position, as far as the 

translation to the NFL goes. If a kid can run a 4.4+ 40-time, and you give them the ball in college, and 

they are given a nice hole to run through, they're going to outrun college defenders who run 4.8–5.0+ 
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40-times. There are 20+ college running backs who are less than 210 pounds and will run for 1,000+ 

yards in a college season at a D1 level. However, when you really boil it down, their highlight reels are 

filled with them doing nothing more than outsprinting the competition on a few favorably-blocked plays. 

Subsequently, when you watch them play by play in games…especially in tough matchups, you can see 

how jittery they are when the holes are not obvious, and/or how fast they crumble to the ground upon 

contact. Utah RB prospect Devontae Booker comes to mind as a running back I studied who's a 

tremendous example of this – great in favorable spots, but secretly passive and indecisive as a runner in 

tough spots. UCLA's Paul Perkins is another mild fraud prospect. I was completely unimpressed with 

both of them running the football between the tackles under normal/tougher circumstances. 

Wendell Smallwood was different. I had already pre-written my scouting report in my head. I assumed 

Smallwood was just like the typical smaller RB prospects. When I started watching his game tape, I was 

only looking for validation of the typical. I tried and I tried, but in the end – I had to give it up. I couldn't 

deny it. Wendell Smallwood is a really gifted smaller running back. 

Some running backs just have a sixth sense for things. It's immeasurable and unteachable, a gift some 

guys just are born with, I guess. After many years of watching tape of hundreds and hundreds of running 

backs, you know when you see something a little different. Smallwood is one of the more intuitive 

smaller running backs in this draft class, or in recent draft classes. He has an amazing ability to locate a 

hole in the middle of the line, in congestion…and is very gifted at locating the space when it is not 

evident upon the initial QB-RB exchange. Most smaller running backs try to avoid congestion at all costs 

– they try to dance around, or pause for something revelatory to appear, or try to immediately kick it to 

the outside to run away from it all. Smallwood embraces running up the middle. He does not hesitate. 

He finds a path while moving at full speed. Once he finds his sliver of daylight, he turns on the jets and is 

down the field to the next level. 

Smallwood is not immune to problems that most smaller running backs encounter against better 

defenses – when you hit them, they're going down quick. They're not going to barrel defenders over for 

extra yards. Against lesser defenses, you will find tape of Smallwood bouncing off some tackles. He is a 

little better than your average smaller running back in taking a hit and keeping his balance. However, go 

watch his Baylor tape from 2015. Just as I was getting super-enthused about Smallwood’s physicality, I 

came across his Baylor game and it looked like a high school running back had shown up to an NFL 

game. The Baylor defensive line was massive and was a brick wall. They punished Smallwood many 

times. However, Smallwood kept attacking, and eventually did find his sliver of daylight to run through – 

a 52-yard run in the second half. Aside from that one long run, Smallwood had 11 carries for 37 yards on 

the day. He didn't tear up the Baylor defense, but he really didn't wither in fear facing them either. The 

Baylor guys were bigger and got the best of him – and that's potentially going to be an NFL problem for 

him. However, credit to Smallwood – he kept attacking, kept getting blasted at the line, and never 

hesitated on the next carry. I have to give Smallwood a ton of credit watching him in that Baylor 

game…but the size differential was jarring as well. 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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On paper, Smallwood is every smaller running back prospect that has hit the NFL for the past 5+ years. 

No doubt, in the NFL, he's going to battle size issues, strength issues, and probably injury issues because 

of the size and strength. However, don't look past the fact that he has a gift that most smaller running 

backs do not possess. He's a highly instinctual, savvy runner. Fearless with vision. The Vegas odds would 

say Smallwood is not going to make it big in the NFL, but if a smaller running back from this class is going 

to make it – it's going to be Wendell Smallwood. 

**For all the scouting positives, you must also know that in 2014 Smallwood was accused of intimidating 

a witness in a murder case -- a crime (murder) Smallwood's friend was accused of, in their hometown. 

The charges were later dropped on Smallwood when his friend admitted guilt for the murder, and police 

stated no threats by Smallwood were made. Smallwood was lauded for helping give evidence that 

helped the police in the case. Eventually, he was allowed back onto the WVU team, and the Philadelphia 

Eagles drafted him after their background checks. 

  

Wendell Smallwood, Through the Lens of Our RB Scouting Algorithm: 
 

Smallwood was quiet as a freshman (2013), and then had a so-so season as a sophomore in 2014. He 

was a main carry guy for a stretch in 2014, posting 120+ yard rushing games on Texas Tech and 

Oklahoma State. He had a couple of nice receiving efforts – three games catching 4 or more passes and 

started the season with 73-55-72 yards receiving the first three games (including 6 catches for 73 yards 

vs. Alabama opening day 2014), but then kinda fizzled for targets after that…taking more carries…and 

then reversing the trend back to fewer carries and more targets late in 2014. 

He became the feature RB in 2015, never rushing for less than 70 yards in any contest and posting eight 

100+ yard rushing efforts. Taking rushing and receiving numbers together, Smallwood had 100+ total 

yards in 11 of 13 games last season. He led the Big-12 in rushing yards (1,519) 

Smallwood had decent numbers as a receiver but watching the tape…I would call him an average 

receiver out of the backfield. He can catch screens and swings OK, but I wouldn't say he is as gifted and 

natural a receiver as he is a runner. He’s capable enough in the pass game. 

In the last nine games, where Smallwood has taken 16 or more carries…he's run for 100+ yards in each 

one of them. 

Smallwood rushed for a respectable/mediocre for his touch count nine TDs last season but note that 

three of them came against Georgia Southern and Liberty to start 2015. He's never been a big TD 

producer in his career, and never converted a pass play for a TD. 

Smallwood was the seventh-fastest RB at the NFL Combine, and he was the single fastest in the three-

cone drill. Smallwood has more of a high-end NFL speed and agility. 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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The Historical RB Prospects to Whom Wendell Smallwood Most Compares Within Our 

System: 

 

I couldn't quite place Smallwood in my mind, as far as who to compare him to…and then I saw our 

computer model comparison names pop up – and it was obvious. Ronnie Hillman. I'm a big fan of 

Hillman's work. He runs 'bigger than he is' with above-average NFL speed-agility, and he has decent 

enough hands for the passing game. Wendell Smallwood is Ronnie Hillman. 

…and there's the NFL problem. 

Any team could have had Ronnie Hillman this offseason as a free agent. Not one bit. He went back to 

Denver to be a backup, on a one-year deal. Yet, some team paid a ton of money to Lamar Miller to be 

their feature back. I don't get it. Smaller running backs are not desired in the NFL…running backs in 

general are valueless anymore. 

 

RB 
Score 

RB-
Re 

RB-
ru 

Last First College Yr H H W Speed 
Metric 

Agility 
Metric 

Power 
Metric 

7.041 7.59 6.72 Smallwood Wendell West Va 2016 5 10.4 208 6.86 8.46 3.36 

6.362 5.13 5.08 Hillman Ronnie SD State 2012 5 9.1 200 6.54 6.30 6.30 

6.672 8.71 6.19 Bernard Giovani UNC 2013 5 9.4 205 5.62 10.04 7.55 

7.738 4.31 6.37 Mason Tre Auburn 2014 5 9.2 205 4.81 9.45 6.39 

7.611 8.30 6.32 Franklin Johnathan UCLA 2013 5 10.0 205 6.07 5.91 5.62 

7.272 8.93 6.96 McCoy LeSean Pitt 2009 5 10.3 204 4.33 7.72 6.67 

10.125 7.02 7.86 Harrison Jerome Wash. St 2006 5 9.2 201 7.01 11.77 7.23 

5.559 5.82 4.28 Dunbar Lance No Texas 2012 5 8.1 205 3.67 8.40 3.48 

 

*A score of 8.50+ is where we see a stronger correlation of RBs going on to become NFL 

good/great/elite. A score of 10.00+ is more rarefied air in our system and indicates a greater probability 

of becoming an elite NFL RB. 

All of the RB ratings are based on a 0–10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in 

certain instances. 

Overall rating/score = A combination of several on-field performance measures, including refinement for 

the strength of opponents faced, mixed with all the physical measurement metrics – then compared/rated 

historically within our database and formulas. More of a traditional three-down search – runner, blocker, 

and receiver. 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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*RB-Re score = New/testing in 2017. Our new formula/rating that attempts to identify and quantify a 

prospect's receiving skills even deeper than in our original formulas. RB prospects can now make it/thrive 

in the NFL strictly based on their receiving skills – it is an individual attribute sought out for the NFL and 

no longer dismissed or overlooked. Our rating combines a study of their receiving numbers in college in 

relation to their offense and opponents, as well as profiling size-speed-agility along with hand size 

measurables, etc. 

*RB-Ru score = New/testing in 2017. Our new formula/rating that attempts to classify and quantify an 

RB prospect's ability strictly as a runner of the ball. Our rating combines a study of their rushing 

numbers in college in relation to their offense and strength of opponents, as well as profiling size-speed-

agility along with various size measurables, etc. 

Raw Speed Metric = A combination of several speed and size measurements from the NFL Combine, 

judged along with physical size profile, and then compared/rated historically within our database and 

scouting formulas. This is a rating strictly for RBs of a similar/bigger size profile. 

Agility Metric = A combination of several speed and agility measurements from the NFL Combine, 

judged along with physical size profile, and then compared/rated historically within our database and 

scouting formulas. This is a rating strictly for RBs of a similar/bigger size profile. 

 

 

2016 NFL Draft Outlook: 

It's post-NFL Draft as I write this report, so we already know that Smallwood was drafted by the 

Philadelphia Eagles. I figured Smallwood would be a sixth round+ draft pick, but now that I've watched 

the tape more deeply – I can see why a team would reach a little and take him in the fifth round…the 

Eagles made a minor trade to move up to get him. 

If I were an NFL GM, I would not have had plans to draft Smallwood. Even falling in love with his tape a 

little, I know it's bad business, bad ROI to use up a valuable draft pick on a smaller running back. There 

are too many just like them in the NFL or on practice squads or who are named Ronnie Hillman. Even 

the more talented smaller RBs are still prone to getting hurt too much to give their draft team a ton of 

payback. 

 

NFL Outlook:    

Like most running backs Smallwood's size, it's going to come down to the opportunity. Devonta 

Freeman comes to mind as a comparison. Freeman entered the NFL with a lot of fan enthusiasm. He 

didn't do very well his rookie season. He was expected to be a starter in his second year and was beaten 

out by rookie Tevin Coleman in the preseason last year. As Coleman took the heavy workload right 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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away, Freeman watched. But then Coleman got hurt a few games in, and the team was forced to turn 

the Freeman…and the guy went on a tear. He was like an NFL MVP for a few weeks. That's how it goes 

with smaller running backs. Given a chance with a good run-blocking O-Line, they are going to have 

some moments. The question will be how sustainable it is…Devonta Freeman started to fizzle out later 

in the 2015 season as a runner, after a blazing stretch early on. Smallwood belongs in the NFL, but he 

belongs as a part of a running back ensemble, not as a workhorse/three-down guy. He could have a nice 

little career as part of a duo or trio in the backfield. 
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