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NFL Draft 2016 Scouting Report: WR Corey Coleman, 

Baylor 

*WR grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, Wonderlic test 

results leaked, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

*WR-B stands for "Big-WR," a classification we use to separate the more physical, downfield/over-the-

top, heavy-red-zone-threat-type WRs. Our WR-S/"Small-WRs" are profiled by our computer more as slot 

and/or possession-type WRs who are less typically physical and rely more on speed/agility to operate 

underneath the defense and/or use big speed to get open deep...they are not used as weapons in the red 

zone as much.  

  

Let’s start with the conclusion here, and then work our way backwards to try to put this in context... 

Corey Coleman is the best wide receiver prospect in this 2016 draft class, it’s potentially not even close 

between him and Josh Doctson (who we love)…AND I would argue in this current era of passing game in 

the NFL, plus the overall weak draft class we have in 2016, you could make a case that Coleman should 

be the #1 pick in the 2016 NFL Draft. 

That’s a pretty ringing endorsement. 

I don’t think there’s much of an argument to be had on whether Coleman is superiorly built to succeed 

in the NFL. I think that’s a given. His athleticism numbers are off the charts. His production numbers in 

2015 are arguably some of the best anyone has ever seen. There should be zero question that Coleman 

will be an NFL success. The question is how highly should you value him for the 2016 NFL Draft, and 

what current NFL WR talents do you want to relate Coleman to. 

First, let me dismiss any scouting negatives you’re going to see floating around the mainstream. For 

anyone to say that Coleman’s production is because of Baylor’s offense, and the low quality of their 

opponents—that’s just being ridiculous. That’s looking too hard to knock him down, which I can 

appreciate because we need to examine all the scouting clues, but that argument doesn’t hold water 

with me—and I’ll discuss this production and strength-of-opponent issue more in the next section. 

Suffice it to say, basically, Corey Coleman could not be covered by any one human in college, and he’s 

not going to be able to be solo-covered in the NFL. Opponent quality is irrelevant here—his schedule 

was tough enough. 

The other negative people will whisper is the vaunted ‘drops’ statistic (10 drops in 80+ targets). Football 

analyst throw around ‘drops’ on wide receivers without any deep study or thought—they just react to a 

number stuck in front of their face. Sure, statistically, Coleman had a higher drop rate than other WR 

prospects. But not all ‘drops’ are the same, and I’ve made that argument with a number of examples 
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over the past few years, Jordan Matthews being one of the more recent ones. You could also point 

to Julian Edelman as a high ‘drops’ guy, as well as Calvin Johnson in certain years. When you’re the 

main wide receiver everyone is gunning for, and you work over the middle or in traffic, you’re going to 

look ahead before the catch sometimes, and have a concentration drop. It goes with the territory when 

people are literally trying to kill you. That’s a lot different than a wide-open guy, who you can see on 

tape not naturally catching a football and butchering the catch…this kind of guy will flat-out drop the 

ball in key spots, and double-catch/bobble it often—like Eric Ebron as an example. Corey Coleman has 

well-above-average NFL hands. He catches bombs in stride flawlessly, plus he can go up and high-point 

catches thrown up top (41–45″ vertical), and he’s a competent receiver slashing over the middle. He has 

a few concentration ‘drops’. I’ll even say he has some lazy ‘drops’, but they are minuscule in comparison 

to the million other unbelievable plays he makes. 

OK, with my defense of the negatives out of the way, here’s who I think I see with Coleman: a mix 

of Odell Beckham Jr. and Brandin Cooks. 

He has Odell Beckham’s style of play, and confident swagger on the field. There is an ‘air’ about 

Coleman…like Beckham. Coleman, and Beckham, ‘know’ they are better than their defenders…you could 

almost say arrogantly so. However, they also back it up with their output and play. 

Coleman has Brandin Cooks’s type of elite speed and athleticism, as well as Beckham-like overall 

athleticism…Coleman with slightly better overall athleticism than both of those phenom athletes. 

Coleman is physically better than Cooks or Beckham, and that’s a jaw-dropping statement that probably 

doesn’t sink in as fully as it should. I would also add that Coleman does not have quite the hands of 

Beckham, nor does he play as physical, nor does he give the effort of Cooks. Not dramatic differences in 

the plus-minus vs. Cooks or Beckham…in some areas Coleman is a step ahead, in other areas he’s a step 

behind…they are all great players/prospects. 

I don’t want to hear ‘route running’, or ‘offensive gimmickry’, or ‘strength of schedule’, or any other 

negatives. Corey Coleman has all the makings of ‘special’…so much so that if he is not special, if he’s just 

great in the NFL, it should be seen as a disappointment. If you want to argue about his mental approach 

or makeup, I think it’s worth exploring—I just think it’s a waste of time here. Odell Beckham has a bit of 

an arrogant approach as well and was nowhere near as productive in college as Corey Coleman. If there 

is a next Odell Beckham…it’s Corey Coleman. 

If you buy that Coleman is the next Beckham, then how highly are you willing to draft the next OBJ? It’s 

an interesting question. 

Let’s just say Odell Beckham was plopped into this 2016 NFL Draft right now…the Odell Beckham we 

already know from the New York Giants, not the LSU suspect. Where would you rank NYG-OBJ in this 

draft? This very weak NFL draft. You wouldn’t take any quarterback prospect over Beckham in this draft. 

You definitely would not take any other skill position players over Beckham. I’ve yet to see a defender 

that’s off the charts from this draft. Are you willing to take a top O-Lineman over Beckham? Also 
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consider marketing, ticket sales, jersey sales, etc. I would take the Odell Beckham Jr. of today over 

anyone else in this 2016 NFL Draft (of what I’ve studied/seen so far), and if I believe Corey Coleman is 

on a similar flight path to the NFL—how do you not take Coleman #1 overall in this weak draft? 

  

  

 

Corey Coleman, Through the Lens of Our WR Scouting Algorithm: 
 

Coleman’s numbers in 2015 are simply stunning. I don’t think most people realize exactly how surreal 

they are. First, you have to look at them in the context of Coleman coming down with a sports hernia 

after his first eight games and playing the rest of the season after that hampered him…and his 

production numbers dropped during that time. Keeping that injury in context, watch what happens 

when we take Coleman’s first eight games of 2015 production, and extrapolate that base of output into 

a 13-game season: 94 catches for 1,914 yards and 32.5 TDs. 

Are you kidding me? He averaged 7.3 catches for 147.3 yards and 2.5 TDs per game in 2015, before his 

hernia…that’s amazing. 

His 2015 schedule was not a barnburner, but there were mostly decent-to-good D1 teams he blew up 

(his best games in 2015, pre-hernia, were against his best opponents: 10.5 catches for 207.5 yards and 

2.5 TDs per game against West Virginia and K-State). Anyone who scoffs at his early 2015 numbers as a 

negative against Coleman because of a mediocre schedule, go look at what he did in 2014… 

In 2014, facing Oklahoma he caught 15 passes for 224 yards and one TD. In Baylor’s bowl game against 

Michigan State, sometimes facing the illustrious first-round pick in 2015 Trae Waynes, he had seven 

catches for 150 yards and one TD. However, because of inaccurate quarterback play, Coleman left at 

least 100+ yards and another TD on the table—plays where he was wide open but overthrown. 

That’s the thing with Corey Coleman’s amazing numbers from 2014 and 2015, before his sports hernia—

with all this unbelievable production, there were actually numbers left on the table. Quarterbacks who 

could not get him the ball. Coleman was open—Coleman is pretty much open whenever he wants to 

be—but he was not delivered the ball. That’s why, to me, I would argue Coleman as the top pick in the 

2016 NFL Draft…his production numbers were out of this world, but they could’ve been so much more. 

His athleticism/measurables are off the charts as well. Coleman claimed he ran in the 4.38 range well 

before his Baylor Pro Day—and then he ran a 4.37 time at the Pro Day. Coleman also claimed he had a 

40+ inch vertical, and then jumped 40.5″ at the Combine. So, when people also report that Coleman ran 

a 6.6+ three-cone time at Baylor, before his hernia, I’m inclined to believe he did just that. Coleman may 
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be the first person in recorded history to have people claim amazing numbers in non-public workouts—

and then go out and perform right at those levels when given an opportunity on a bigger stage like the 

NFL Combine or at his Pro Day. 

I cannot find flaw with Coleman’s data…everything is jaw-dropping. 

  

 

 

The Historical WR Prospects to Whom Corey Coleman Most Compares Within Our System: 

 

It’s a ‘who’s who’ of players who we love on our computer comparison’s list. I just want to add one 

thing—this is not the original grade we had for most of these WRs. Odell Beckham was more of a 7.8–

8.0 rating for us throughout his draft year. We tweak formulas every offseason, if needed, based on 

shifts in the NFL or new data/characteristics we test. Usually nothing major, but small changes to see if 

our system can be more predictive for the new era of pass game in the NFL. Most of the guys on this list 

dropped from prior grades, slightly—OBJ was one that went up. Just FYI. 

 

Beckham Jr. vs. Coleman physical comparison: 

40-time: 4.43 OBJ, 4.37 (Pro Day) Coleman 

Three-cone: 6.69 OBJ, 6.62 (reported by Baylor) 

Vertical: 38.5″ OBJ, 40.5″ Coleman 

H/W: 5′11.2″/198 OBJ, 5′10.5″/194 Coleman 

Hands: 10″ OBJ, 9″ Coleman 

Arm: 32.75″ OBJ, 30.5″ Coleman 

Bench: 7 reps OBJ, Coleman 17 reps 

  

 

 

 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home


 2016 NFL DRAFT SCOUTING REPORT 

MARCH 18, 2016 

 

 
 

College Football Metrics| 5  
 

  

WR 
Score 

Draft 
Yr 

Last First College H H W Power 
Strgth 
Metric 

Speed 
Agility 
Metric 

Hands 
Metric 

10.722 2016 Coleman Corey Baylor 5 10.5 194 10.09 12.36 9.76 

8.871 2014 Beckham Jr. Odell LSU 5 11.2 198 7.08 11.96 9.59 

9.595 2014 Cooks Brandin Oregon State 5 9.6 189 8.09 15.22 10.45 

8.790 2006 Jennings Greg W. Michigan 5 11.0 197 9.93 12.81 9.91 

9.703 2011 Smith Torrey Maryland 6 0.9 204 11.91 12.70 8.51 

9.899 2011 Pilares Kealoha Hawaii 5 9.7 199 12.13 10.49 7.61 

10.053 2009 Maclin Jeremy Missouri 6 0.1 198 9.91 10.85 7.63 

8.432 2014 Ellington Bruce So Carolina 5 9.3 197 10.42 11.28 7.92 

 

*A score of 7.0+ is where we start to take a Small-WR prospect more seriously. A score of 8.50+ is where 

we see a stronger correlation of a Small-WR going on to become NFL good/great/elite. A score of 10.00+ 

is more rarefied air in our system, and indicates a greater probability of becoming an elite NFL Small-

WR. 

All of the WR ratings are based on a 0–10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in 

certain instances. 

Overall WR score = A combination of several on-field performance measures, including refinement for 

strength of opponents faced. Mixed with all the physical measurement metrics, rated historically in our 

database. 

“Power-Strength” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding physical-size profiling, bench press 

strength, etc.  High scorers here project to be more physical, better blockers, and less injury-prone. 

“Speed-Agility” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding speed, agility, physical size, mixed with 

some on-field performance metrics. High scorers here project to have a better YAC, and show 

characteristics to be used as deep threats/create separation. 

“Hands” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding on-field performance in college, considering 

the strength of opponents played. Furthermore, this data considers some physical profiling for hand size, 

etc. High scorers here have a better track record of college statistical performance, and overall this 

projects the combination of performance and physical data for the next level. 
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2016 NFL Draft Outlook: 

I am stunned to see Coleman projected between picks #20 and #40. You have to be absolutely out of 

your mind to think Coleman is not going in the top 20 overall. I think it would be ludicrous if he wasn’t in 

the top 10, but the NFL has taught me to be prepared for ridiculous things to happen in the NFL Draft. I 

know teams usually follow what the media is saying. 

I think Coleman will catch heat into the top 15 overall in the end. I think that there will be a strong 

enough contingent that sees Coleman as the next Beckham, and then goes back in time to see how 

Beckham being drafted at #12 in 2014 was a steal, so that equivocation can be used to take him in the 

top 15, if not the top 10. I wouldn’t fall over if the Dallas Cowboys selected him at #4 overall, because 

Dallas is one of the top personnel evaluators in the NFL now. They were on Byron Jones last year, ahead 

of everyone else—a guy that should’ve been in the top 5 overall who they got at pick #23. I could see 

Dallas trading back to get Coleman, or if forced to—just taking him at #4. Can you imagine the Dallas 

offense with Coleman and Dez Bryant? 

In the end, I will predict Coleman will go around pick #10-15. 

If I were an NFL GM, I would do what I had to do within reason to move up into the top 12 to scoop 

Coleman ahead of anyone else. The universe does not create humans like this very often, and I would’ve 

missed out on the first one in 2014, when I thought Odell Beckham was a marvelous athlete, and great 

on tape, but suspicious in how flimsy his numbers were at LSU…I also thought WRs shouldn’t be taken in 

the top 30 back then, but the NFL has changed—and now they should go #1 if necessary. I’m not making 

the same mistake staring at the next Beckham, the one who has the great production I thought Beckham 

would’ve had in college. 

Arguably, the best player in the 2016 NFL Draft will go between picks #11 and #30, and that’s what you 

call great value. 

 

 

NFL Outlook:    

Coleman’s NFL career will almost for sure be good, likely great, potentially elite/Hall of Fame–worthy… if 

he can stay healthy, and if he goes to a team that values the passing game…so, anywhere but Minnesota 

or Buffalo. Well, Buffalo will be OK because the Ryans will be fired before the end of the 2016 season. If 

Coleman gets onto a team with a stud QB, in a warmer climate/playing on turf…he might be truly 

amazing for a decade. 
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