
A recently released report by the Threatened Species Recovery Hub has identified the 10 most destructive invasive 
species, and the results, may surprise you.

The humble Rabbit is the undisputed leader, impacting well over 300 Australian threatened species.

European rabbits threaten native plants directly by feeding upon them, especially new growth.  Their rich droppings 
and urine build also nutrients in soil unsuited to native plant species.  Rabbits destroy the homes and hiding places 
used by native mammals to avoid other invasive pests such as cats and foxes.  

There are 1533 threatened plant and animal species within Australia affected by invasive species.  

Australia’s 10 Worst 
Invasive Species



Also included in Australia’s worst 10 invasive species are the feral pig, feral cat and foxes.  Feral pigs are highly 
destructive, destroying unique habitats, especially in wet areas to form their wallows.  These wallows destroy plants 
and as such habitat and food for animals.  It has also been known for pigs to eat small mammals.
Feral cats and foxes generally impact on small mammals in the critical weight zone, of 2-5kg in size.  Mammals 
this size are particularly vulnerable, but foxes and cats have been known to take bigger mammals including rock 
wallabies.  Reptiles and birds are also impacted by foxes and feral cats.
The control of feral animals is vital for the protection of Australia’s threatened species.  Control techniques vary 
according to species and integrated solutions are most effective.  An example relevant to rabbits is a combination of 
culling, trapping, baiting with toxins and biological control such as calici virus, as well as gassing rabbit warrens and 
then destroying warrens with deep ripping.
Not all invasive species are animals.  Two plants and one fungus also make the top ten.  The fungal Phytophthora (die 
back) causes a great deal of damage to plant and animal habitat in Western Australia.  Fortunately, there are only 
small pockets of lantana and blackberries in Western Australia, but we still have to be vigilant to ensure they do not 
spread further.
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European rabbit: 321 European red fox: 95
Phytophthora plant disease: 236 Lantana: 95

Feral cat: 123 Blackberry: 47
Feral pig: 149 Black rat: 42
Feral goat: 116 Feral cattle: 39

Australia’s 10 worst invaders and the number of species they are threatening


