
Pindone

Pindone is an anti-coagulant chemical, which acts by thinning the blood, leading to haemorrhage and death.  Its 
action can be reversed by the timely application of Vitamin K. 
Native animals and non-target species such as domestic pets and stock are also poisoned by pindone. The existence 
of an antidote makes pindone an attractive option for many landholders.  As pindone can take up to 2 weeks to 
effectively poison an animal, poisoned animals are generally not found, meaning the impact on non-target animals is 
often unseen. Pindone can be purchased over the counter from most farm chemical suppliers.

Pindone vs 1080: which is the 
better choice in Western Australia?



1080 is naturally found in Gastrolobium plants, the majority of which occur in Western Australia.  This puts WA in a 
unique position, as native animals evolved with the Gastrolobium species, and have natural immunity to 1080. This 
means that, when carefully laid, 1080 poison can be used with considerably fewer non-target deaths in native species 
in WA. While this is good news for native species, once affected, there is no known antidote to 1080, for humans 
or other animals. Special care needs to be taken with farm dogs to avoid poisoning. It is therefore imperative to 
carefully plan and implement a 1080 baiting program. When using 1080 you need to carefully consider the risks and 
manage them with a plan.

1080

Native animals affected by Pindone

In WA, pindone has been found to cause death through primary (direct consumption) and secondary (eating 
another animal that has eaten pindone) poisoning of animals such bandicoots, parrots and kangaroos, black-flanked 
rock wallabies and eagles.
 
Researchers believe more needs to be understood on the level of threat of secondary poisoning from pindone on 
omnivorous and carnivorous mammals such as the chuditch and phascogales, which are rare or endangered. 

If you need to use pindone you can reduce the impacts on non-target species by using bait fencing to exclude 
kangaroos and wallabies and avoid baiting near areas of native vegetation. 

Pindone is a useful tool in rabbit control.  Due to its non-discriminatory properties, pindone is not recommended for 
general use.  Pindone is an alternative in urban and peri-urban areas where 1080 is unable to be used, but should 
still be used with caution and care. However, as there are greater potential risks to non-target species with pindone, 
1080 should be the preferred toxin wherever possible. Provided the directions for use are followed, then 1080 is a 
highly effective, safe and target specific control technique.

In conclusion



1080 Pindone
S7 Poison: Baiting application, need to do a certification 
course to be able to use and buy.

S6 Poison: can be purchased ‘off the shelf’.

Acute poison, toxic to target species at low 
concentrations.

Chronic poison, needs multiple feeds.

Natural plant product. These plants occur naturally in 
WA, although synthetic product is made for pest control.

Synthetic product.

Due to safety concerns, can not be used in built-up/
urban areas.

Can be used in built-up/urban areas.

Poison and pre-feed laid in the same trail. Requires pre-feeding for around 3 nights prior to poison-
baiting. (DO NOT DILUTE THE PRODUCT AS PER SOME 
1080 PRODUCTS.)

Water soluble so can not be used in wet conditions. The form available is water soluble so can not be used in 
wet conditions.

Highly target specific. No demonstrated impact on native 
animals at the population level.

Less selective in action. Known to cause the deaths of 
kangaroos and bandicoots, and is toxic to a number of 
birds (e.g. parrots, eagles) and domestic animals (e.g. 
sheep, horses, cattle).

No effective antidote. Antidote known (Vitamin K).
Need to prevent domestic animal access, including 
potential secondary poisoning hazard.

Need to prevent domestic animal access. Limited 
potential for secondary poisoning. However, known to 
be very toxic to many native animals (see above).

Short-half life in most animals. Medium half-life in animals
No cumulative effects. Repeated small doses can be more lethal than a single 

dose. Can persist for several weeks.
Readily degraded and no environmental persistence. 
Readily degraded by some bacteria and fungi.

Unknown, but second generation anticoagulants are 
known to persist in the environment.

Can affect animal fertility but REVERSIBLE. Can affect animal fertility which is generally NON-
REVERSIBLE.

Relatively cheap. More costly than 1080.
Relatively rapid knockdown. May require a longer period to achieve the desired 

result than 1080. Thus damage is likely to occur over this 
period.

DPIRD has assembled a useful table (www.agric.wa.gov.au/baits-poisons/rabbit-control-1080-versus-pindone):
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