
Migratory Species Conservation Project

dynamic analyses through data provided 
by new technology, broader collaboration, 
and intensive modeling.

2. Enhance

tools to provide resource managers and 
interested citizens with relevant 
information to improve understanding, 
conservation, and policy on migratory 
processes.

3. Design

key migratory species hotspots, threats, 
and corridors, as well as opportunities for 
conservation of multiple species’ 
migratory pathways.

1. Identify

Migratory Species Conservation Framework

The Nature Conservancy launched the Migratory Species Conservation Project in 2016 to identify migratory “blueways” in the Gulf of Mexico in 
order to preserve migratory marine species and improve the health of large marine ecosystems. Blueways are heavily-travelled migratory pathways 

used by multiple marine species across large ocean expanses such as the Gulf of Mexico.

Background The Conservancy released the Migratory Species report in 2016. This report identified critical 
migratory corridors for 10 aquatic species as well as threats to species migration in the Gulf of Mexico. These 
corridors were generated using animal-tracking data contributed by over 100 researchers and institutions that 
consisted of over 650 individual tracks. Less than 1% of the corridor area of these species is protected.

Current Events Since this report, the Conservancy has grown its tracking databases to include over 1200 
tracks. Phase II migratory corridors were released in 2018 within the Regional Marine Planning app in the 
Blueways Conservation Decision Support Tool (maps.bluewaysconservation.org), introducing 5 new species 
and refining corridors for 9 species from the 2015 report. Tag location maps have also been released within this 
tool for the 2018 corridors. These layers show the locations at which animals incorporated in the Phase II 
corridors were tagged, to improve corridor interpretation.

Coming Soon A Marxan analysis was run by the Conservancy to identify critical areas for these migratory 
species in the Gulf of Mexico, considering corridors, threats to migration, each species’ conservation status, 
and jurisdictions. 

The Conservancy released a project website 
(migratoryblueways.org) and the Blueways 
Conservation Decision Support Tool (DST) 
(maps.bluewaysconservation.org) in 2017. 
The website includes background information 
on the project, case studies, a data-sharing 
portal, infographics, current sub-projects, and 
more. The DST includes a visualization 
platform and three interactive apps. The apps 
are a resource for scientists, resource 
managers, and policy-makers for limiting 
impacts of human activity in the Gulf on 
endangered and migratory species.

Regional Marine Planning app
Which species migrate through various oil and gas planning and use areas, 
when do they migrate, and what is their conservation status?
Energy Planning app
Where are various migratory tuna species present, and what fishing regulations 
exist on these tuna in the Gulf of Mexico?
Tuna Fisheries app
What additional environmental, species, regulatory, habitat, and human 
activity spatial data is available?

This app was released as a part of the toolkit introduced in the 2018 Gulf of 
Mexico Tuna Migrations Report for tuna fisheries managers and 
policymakers in the Gulf. 
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