Migratory Species Conservation Project
The Nature Conservancy launched the Migratory Species Conservation Project in 2016 to identify migratory “blueways” in the Gulf of Mexico in order to preserve migratory marine species and improve the
health of large marine ecosystems. Blueways are highly-trafficked migratory pathways used by multiple
marine species across large ocean expanses such as the Gulf of Mexico.
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The Conservancy released the Migratory Species report in
2016. This report identified critical migratory corridors for 10
aquatic species as well as threats to species migration in the
Gulf of Mexico. These corridors were generated using animal-tracking data contributed by over 100 researchers and
institutions that consisted of over 650 individual tracks. Less
than 1% of the corridor area of these species is protected.
Migratory Species Conservation Framework

1. Identify

2. Enhance

key migratory species hotspots, threats,
and corridors, as well as opportunities for
conservation of multiple species’ migratory
pathways.

3. Design

dynamic analyses through data provided by
new technology, broader collaboration, and
intensive modeling.
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tools to provide resource managers and interested citizens with relevant information
to improve understanding, conservation,
and policy on migratory processes.

The Conservancy released a project website and the Blueways
Conservation Decision Support Tool in 2017. The website includes
background information on the project, case studies, a data-sharing portal, infographics, current sub-projects, and more. The
Decision Support Tool (DST) contains three apps: Regional Marine
Planning, Energy Planning, and Tuna Fisheries. These apps provide
interactive decision-support for marine planners, the offshore energy sector, fisheries managers, and conservation scientists.
Thanks to hundreds of collaborating scientists and institutions, the Conservancy has grown its tracking databases to over 1200 individual tracks. Using these
tracks, migratory corridors are being updated and new corridors generated.
Two publications are also coming soon for this project. The first will be a report
focused specifically on seasonal distributions of migratory tunas in the Gulf.
The second will be a comprehensive list of migratory species in the Gulf and an
assessment of their conservation statuses, threats, and necessary conservation actions. Moving forward, the Conservancy hopes to expand this analysis
to other areas in the Atlantic and Caribbean.
Project website: MigratoryBlueways.org
Decision Support Tool: Maps.BluewaysConservation.org
Contact: valerie.mcnulty@tnc.org | jbrenner@tnc.org

