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Warning: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people are advised that this
eNews may include images of persons who are deceased.

September 2020
We are excited to be hosting another Webinar this September as
part of our work in the education space. On 15 September we will be
hosting a Beginning your RAP for Victorian Schools and Early
Learning Services webinar via Zoom. If you are working in a
school or early learning service in Victoria and are looking to start a
RAP or are already beginning your RAP journey, we strongly
encourage you to attend. More information and tickets are available
in the Events section of this eNews.
The Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Council and IPAA Victoria
have developed a series of three online regionally focused events
throughout September and October 2020, titled ‘Caring for Country’.
The series is an opportunity to hear from Traditional Owners from
across Victoria, talking about why it is so important to protect cultural
heritage, how it is managed, and what needs to occur at the
government level to help Traditional Owners (and all Victorians)
better care for Country. The ﬁrst event in the series is with
Barengi Gadjin Land Council. We strongly encourage you to
attend!
We are also lucky to have the opportunity to attend a short series of
lectures titled ‘Black Fire – a Taste of History’. The series is
comprised of lectures from Dr Tony Birch, Jacqui Katona and Prof.
Gary Foley, three of Australia's foremost Aboriginal thinkers, writers
and academics. Read more about each lecture and purchase
tickets, the link is available in our Events section.
Reconciliation Victoria were proud to present our enrolments video
last month, encouraging people to enrol for the Local Government
elections this October. The video featured messages from Aunty
Vicki Clark OAM, Shane Charles, Levi McKenzie-Kirkbright and
myself. Thank you to all involved for sharing your time, your words,
and your knowledge. We look forward to sharing more videos in the
coming months.
I hope you are all keeping safe and well throughout this COVID
period. Remember that in keeping apart, we are keeping in this
together. Take care of yourselves, our Elders, and our communities
by following the recommended guidelines, so that we can continue
to push forward and return to a safe, healthy environment. With the
https://mailchi.mp/reconciliationvic/september-2020-enews
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we are
looking forward as an organisation, and

preparing to hit the ground running as things return to a sense of
normalcy. We look forward to our November Forum, which will be
held over Zoom this year, and will be sharing further details about
this soon.
Diana David
CEO Reconciliation Victoria

Indigenous Literacy
Day
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Wednesday
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This year, to promote enrolment for the Victorian Local
Government Elections, Reconciliation Victoria shared important
messages from Aunty Vicki Clark OAM, Shane Charles, Levi
McKenzie-Kirkbright and Reconciliation Victoria CEO Diana
David.
View the message here.

This day is organised by the
Indigenous Literacy
Foundation to help raise
funds to raise literacy levels
and improve the lives and
opportunities of Indigenous
children living in remote and
isolated regions. It is also a
great opportunity to celebrate
the growing range of books
written and illustrated by
Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islanders people from all over
Australia.
The Indigenous Literacy
Foundation are holding their
celebratory event this year
on their YouTube channel at
12.30 on Wednesday
2 September.
Settle in with a good book
that explores Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander
cultures, stories, languages
and literacy.

Heritage protection of Djab Wurrung
trees rejected
The Commonwealth Government have rejected an application to
protect sacred Djab Wurrung trees by granting them heritage
protection. This now means construction of the Western Highway
can proceed.
We must stand in solidarity with Traditional Owners and protect this
culturally signiﬁcant Country. Head over to Djab Wurrung Heritage
Protection Embassy to ﬁnd out how you can take a stand.
"These trees are our ancestors and we must protect them to
the best of our ability. Destroying them is severely upsetting,
https://mailchi.mp/reconciliationvic/september-2020-enews

This is a great opportunity to
use the Indigenous
Language Map to find the
country that the book, the
author and the illustrator
comes from. Having a printed
version of the map allows you
to put a sticker or a mark on
the different places that you
“visit” as you read more
books.
Both Magabala Books and
Walker Books have a large
range of books and many of
them have free teacher
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– Quote used from the heritage protection application.
Read more here.

resources that go with them.
Translate
Yarn Strong Sista is a
Victorian-based place for
books and teacher resources
with a focus on Early
Childhood.

The Copyright of
the Aboriginal Flag
Last month, the controversy
surrounding the copyright
of the Aboriginal Flag was
brought into the limelight as
the AFL Indigenous Round
began, with the Aboriginal
Flag missing from team
jerseys.

WAM Clothing (a non-Aboriginal business) continues to hold the
exclusive rights to use the Aboriginal ﬂag on clothing. This means
that they collect fees from every use of the ﬂag on clothing, and that
it cannot be used without their consent.
The ﬂag was designed, by an Aboriginal man, to represent and unify
Aboriginal people, and it should not be costing Aboriginal people
anything to use it.
We must not be complicit, and we must continue this
conversation to ensure that non-Aboriginal businesses do not
continue to proﬁt off the backs of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people. #FreeTheFlag
Read more here. from ABC News.

National NAIDOC
Teacher Resources
Released!

Did you know?
Deadly Science are taking
literacy to remote schools with
a focus on Science. Some of
the schools that they have
given books to had as few as
15 books in their library for the
whole school when first
contacted. Though the gift of
books and science resources
the attendance rate at these
schools has increased and the
children are excited to get to
school to read.

National NAIDOC have
released resources for
Teachers and Students to
celebrate and acknowledge
NAIDOC Week (8-15
November) in the classroom.
Check them out here!
#AlwaysWasAlwaysWillBe
#NAIDOC2020
Sunday 13 September
celebrates the UN
Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous People all over
the world. Human rights are
the basic freedoms and
protections based on
dignity, equality, and mutual
respect regardless of your
nationality, religion or
beliefs.
Human rights are about being
https://mailchi.mp/reconciliationvic/september-2020-enews
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treated fairly and treating
others fairly. It is also about Translate
having the ability to make
choices about your own life.
Promoting and protecting
human rights is everyone’s
responsibility.
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If you are looking for
resources for your classroom
to support the Personal and
Social Capability for Year 7 to
10 and History for Year 9 and
10 go to this link for teachers,
or for some online activities for
your students click here.
Amnesty International also
has some great resources.
Please contact our Education
Officer for further education
related enquiries
education@reconciliationvic
.org.au

As a not-for-proﬁt
organisation, we rely on
donations and partnerships
to help create change and
work towards a Victorian
identify that reﬂects our true
history, promotes and
celebrates Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander
culture, equity and selfdetermination.

Donations are used to fund our ongoing work and projects that
support meaningful reconciliation. We also welcome corporate
sponsorships and partnerships. Please contact us to discuss
opportunities, or donate by visiting our webpage.

SNAICC also has resources
for Children’s Day and lots of
other resources for
COVID for children and
families.

Check out the latest
Narragunnawali
News containing information
about reconciliation in
Australia, ideas for driving
reconciliation in schools and
early learning services, and
highlights of great things
happening in schools and
early learning services across
the country.

Books
The Maggolee website, developed by Reconciliation Victoria,
includes information on policy and programs, protocols and cultural
awareness, Traditional Owner groups and local Aboriginal
https://mailchi.mp/reconciliationvic/september-2020-enews

In honour of Indigenous
Literacy Day, please enjoy
Reconciliation Victoria’s
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It contains information about each of the 79 Victorian local
government areas, and about actions councils can take across key
function areas to build closer relationships with Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander communities and to progress reconciliation.

Education selection of
books. All of these books Translate
can be viewed on our
website, check regularly on
the Education page of the
website as we continue
updating and expanding our
work.

Maggolee has also proven to be a useful resource for teachers,
educators and the wider community.

We live, work and play on Aboriginal land. Land that was forcibly
taken from Aboriginal people, to whom reparations have never been
paid. The Pay The Rent Campaign calls for people to act in
solidarity with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people by
committing 1% of their income in rent, or what people can afford.
You can read more and make a contribution to the campaign
here.

WELCOME TO COUNTRY
by Aunty Joy Murphy
An Aboriginal ceremony of
Welcome to Country is
depicted for the first time in a
stunning book from two
Indigenous Australians.

EVENTS

RESPECT
by Aunty Fay Muir and
Sue Lawson

IPAA Victoria is proud to partner with Victorian Aboriginal
Heritage Council on Caring for Country, a series of three online
regionally focused events throughout September and October.
The series is an opportunity to hear from Traditional Owners from
across Victoria, talking about why it is so important to protect cultural
heritage, how it is managed, and what needs to occur at the
government level to help Traditional Owners (and all Victorians)
better care for Country.

Respect is about a way of life
that is older than flickering
stars, about stories that
shimmer through tall grasses,
and redgum leaves that
tumble to a parched and red
earth. It teaches children the
importance of family who
show the way and how we
need to listen, learn and
share.

At this ﬁrst event, we’ll hear from Barengi Gadjin Land Council.
Barengi Gadjin Land Council (BGLC) represents Traditional Owners
from the Wotjobaluk, Jaadwa, Jadawadjali, Wergaia and Jupagulk
peoples, who were recognised in a 2005 Native Title Consent
Determination, the ﬁrst in south-eastern Australia.

Friday 11 September
12.30 - 1.30pm
Register here.
https://mailchi.mp/reconciliationvic/september-2020-enews
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by Jasmine Seymour
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Beginning your
Reconciliation
Action Plan

Translate

Baby Business tells the story
of a Darug baby smoking
ceremony that welcomes baby
to country.

Victorian Schools and Early Learning
Services
Are you part of a school or early learning service in Victoria
that wants to start a Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP) but are
not sure where to start?
This session will help guide you through the basic process of
starting a Reconciliation Action Plan using the Narragunnawali
platform and explore the RAP actions required in a Victorian context.
This is also an opportunity to network with other educators in your
area to support you through the process.
We will be holding a future session for those schools and early
learning services that are wanting to refresh and extend on
their previous Reconciliation Action Plan.

Tuesday 15 September
4pm
Register here!

WANDIHNU AND THE OLD
DUGONG
by Elizabeth and
Wandinhu Wymarra
A contemporary story about a
young girl who has grown up
in the city and who is about to
return to Badu Island in the
Torres Strait to stay with her
aka (grandmother).

For Young Readers

'Black Fire - a Taste of History' is a short series of lectures from Dr
Tony Birch, Jacqui Katona and Prof. Gary Foley, three of Australia's
foremost Aboriginal thinkers, writers and academics. The lectures
will be held from 15 - 17 September 2020.

FINDING OUR HEART
by Thomas Mayor

More information and Tickets available here.
A story about the Uluru
Statement for young
Australians.

We respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the
lands and waters of Victoria.

eNews layout by Julie Cattlin

YOUNG DARK EMU,
A TRUER HISTORY
https://mailchi.mp/reconciliationvic/september-2020-enews
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Young Dark Emu, A Truer
History asks young readers to
consider a different version of
Australia's history preEuropean colonisation.

FAIR SKIN BLACK FELLA
by Renee Fogarty
Fogarty’s colourful children’s
book speaks of her own life
experiences as a ‘fair skinned’
Koori in Sydney, although she
is from the Wiradjuri people of
the Lachlan River in New
South Wales, and her young
character Mary lives on a
dusty red cattle station.

NGANGA
by Aunty Fay Muir and
Sue Lawson
Aunty, Uncle, sorry business,
deadly, women's business,
marngrook, dreamtime,
Elders, songlines. Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander
words have become part of
our everyday vocabulary but
we may not know their true
meaning or where the words
come from. In Nganga, Aunty
Fay Muir and Sue Lawson
have brought together these
words, their meanings and
their history.

https://mailchi.mp/reconciliationvic/september-2020-enews
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