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Warning: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people are advised that this
eNews may include images of persons who are deceased. Not displaying correctly?

August 2020

To all in our community, we hope you are keeping well and safe
under the recently announced restrictions across Victoria. As a
community working in partnership with Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people, we remind everyone to take the recommended
precautions to keep yourselves, our Elders and our communities
safe.
 
We are excited to announce that we will be hosting our AGM on 7
November, with further details yet to be confirmed. Save the date!
 
It has been encouraging to see the momentum for self-
determination, treaty/ies and truth-telling continuing to push forward
and gain traction, with the recent announcement from the Victorian
Government committing to a formal truth-telling process, the first of
its kind in Australia, led by the First Peoples’ Assembly of Victoria. It
brings us hope and renewed energy to see the Victorian
Government’s ongoing commitment to Aboriginal self-determination,
and to see the hard work of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
leaders across Victoria finally coming to fruition. For further
information about the announcement, check out the news section
below.
 
The Barengi Gadjin Land Council community newsletter ‘Yarning
Up’ is back. They have put together a special edition on Treaty that
outlines the Victorian Treaty journey so far. Thank you to Janine
Coombs and the Barengi Gadjin Land Council for allowing us to
share. Check it out here!
 
On behalf of the team here at Reconciliation Victoria, thank you for
continuing to join us on this reconciliation journey. Continue to
acknowledge the truth-telling, past injustices, and ongoing
inequalities faced by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people
and continue to commit towards a more just and respectful future.
This movement cannot happen without you.
 
Stay safe and stay healthy.
 
Diana David
Chief Executive Officer
Reconciliation Victoria
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NEWS

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
readers are advised that this article
contains images and mentions of
people who have passed.

 

William
Barak

This month, on 15 August, we commemorate the anniversary of
William Barak’s death and pay tribute to his incredible legacy.

William (Beruk) Barak, a Wurundjeri man, is a prominent figure in
our Victorian history, and a leader in the fight for Aboriginal rights
and justice. In partnership with his cousin Simon Wonga, he
established and protected Coranderrk, a self-sufficient Aboriginal
farming community in Healesville. He worked to record Koorie
culture through storytelling and art, and invited non-Koorie visitors to
the Coranderrk reserve to learn about Aboriginal culture. William
Barak played a major role in advocating for Aboriginal rights and
justice, and in protecting his peoples’ culture.

We encourage you to read more about this influential man to learn
more about our true history, and an important figure in this history.
The Koorie Heritage Trust have information about his life and legacy
available here.

Delivering truth
and justice for
Aboriginal
Victorians
On 11 July, the Victorian
Government announced that it
will begin work, in partnership
with the First Peoples'
Assembly of Victoria, to
establish a truth and justice
process to formally recognise
historic wrongs – and address
ongoing injustices – for
Aboriginal Victorians.

The process means Victoria is now the first and only
jurisdiction to begin actioning the Treaty and Truth elements of
the Uluru Statement from the Heart and represents a significant
step forward on Victoria’s path towards Treaty and
reconciliation.

and Torres Strait
Islander Children's
Day
>  9 August 
International Day of
the World's
Indigenous People
>  15 August 
Anniversary of
William Barak's
death in 1903

Education

National Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Children’s Day
(Children’s Day) is celebrated
across the country each
year on 4 August. Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islanders
peoples felt a day was needed
to celebrate our children, to
give them confidence and
make them feel special and
included.

The date 4 August was
historically used to
communally celebrate the
birthdays of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander
children who were taken
from their families at a
young age, without knowing
their birthday – the Stolen
Generations.
This year’s theme is We are
the Elders of tomorrow, hear
our voice, highlights the
uniqueness and importance of
the knowledge and wisdom
that starts in childhood.
Hearing children’s voices
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Read the full statement from the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs here.

Local
Government
Elections -
October 2020

Did you know that out of over 630 Councillors in Victoria, there is
only one Aboriginal Councillor?

Your local government is more than just rates and bin collection.
Local government is a key area where action on reconciliation can
be taken - Councillors make decisions on a range of issues from
January 26 commemorations, decisions about Country, community
art projects and support services for young people.

It is essential for the reconciliation movement that more Aboriginal
and/or Torres Strait Islander people are in positions of power where
they can make decisions for their communities. Reconciliation
Victoria encouragesAboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander people
living in Victoria to consider running in this year's Local Government
Elections.

The first step is to make sure your enrolment details are up to date
by 4pm on 28 August. You can do this here:
www.vec.vic.gov.au/Enrolment/

Being a Councillor is a part-time, paid role. Anyone can run to be a
Councillor - so why not you?

If you or an Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander person you know
is interested inn running in the Local Government elections, please
email our Project Officer Otis at otis.heffernan-
wooden@reconciliationvic.org.au.

Federal Government signs new Closing The
Gap Deal developed with Indigenous
Australians

The Federal Cabinet has signed off on 16 new Closing The Gap
targets to improve outcomes on health, education and wellbeing for

today plays a crucial role in
their development towards
being influential Elders and
leaders of the future. 

This year’s poster features the
artwork from Matt Adnate of
Jedda, a Wurundjeri and
Kalkadoon girl. Educators
might like to display the
posters in their classroom or
service around 4 August, a
great way to start a
conversation with children.
There are also lots of free
activities available on the site
and past posters and
themes to explore.
For more information go to the
National Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Children’s
Day website. 

SNAICC also has resources
for Children’s Day and lots of
other resources for
COVID for children and
families.

August 15 to 23 is National
Science Week

This year’s theme is Deep
Blue: innovations for the
future of our oceans.
Everything we do on land
impacts our oceans. Through
STEM we can try and solve
some of these problems and
protect the future of our
oceans. You can introduce an
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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People.

The new agreement is the first such deal to be developed with
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. The 16 new targets
were agreed to earlier this month at a meeting with Indigenous
leaders and governments.

They cover education, employment, health and wellbeing, justice,
safety, housing, land and waters, and languages.

Read about the decision here.

Pictured above: Minister for Indigenous Australians Ken Wyatt and
Co-Chair of the Joint Council on Closing the Gap Pat Turner. 

Cheese Brand
renamed after
years of activists
campaigning
 

Owners of ‘Coon’ cheese have
announced that the cheese
will be renamed due to the
racist connotations of the
word.

The change comes following a letter written to the company in
June by Dr Stephen Hagan (pictured above), who has been
campaigning for the name to be changed for 20 years.

Other companies have also been reflecting on the true history of
their brand names, and have taken action to change these names,
such as popular lolly company Allen’s, who announced that they
would be changing the name of ‘Chicos’ and ‘Red Skins’ due to the
racist connotations of these words.

Read the article about ‘Coon’ cheese here.

As a not-for-profit
organisation, we rely on
donations and partnerships
to help create change and
work towards a Victorian
identify that reflects our true
history, promotes and
celebrates Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander
culture, equity and self-
determination.

Donations are used to fund our ongoing work and projects that
support meaningful reconciliation. We also welcome corporate
sponsorships and partnerships. Please contact us to discuss
opportunities, or donate by visiting our webpage.

Aboriginal perspective by
looking at the ways that
Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples have been
interacting and protecting the
oceans for tens of thousands
of years. Explore STEM
through the stone fish weirs of
the Torres Strait and the fish
traps used by the Yolgnu
people. Technology and
engineering knowledge that
has been handed down from
generation to generation to
fish sustainably by taking only
what they need. Explore the
eel trap system and stone
houses of the Gunditjmara
people at World Heritage listed
Budj Bim in Victoria and the
life cycle of the eel that lives in
fresh water and the oceans for
different parts of its life cycle.

How will you Science this
National Science Week?

Education Enquiries
For education related
reconciliation enquiries, send
us an email.

WATCH ANY
TIME: https://bit.ly/VideoFirs
tNationsEDU

If you missed Reconciliation
Australia's live event, you can
now watch the Q&A session
on catch up.

In My Blood It Runs
documentary and Children's
Ground join for a special
conversation about the future
of First Nations education.
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The Maggolee website, developed by Reconciliation Victoria,
includes information on policy and programs, protocols and cultural
awareness, Traditional Owner groups and local Aboriginal
organisations, Aboriginal languages, key local contacts, news and
events.

It contains information about each of the 79 Victorian local
government areas, and about actions councils can take across key
function areas to build closer relationships with Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander communities and to progress reconciliation. 

Maggolee has also proven to be a useful resource for teachers,
educators and the wider community.

We live, work and play on Aboriginal land. Land that was forcibly
taken from Aboriginal people, to whom reparations have never been
paid. The Pay The Rent Campaign calls for people to act in
solidarity with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people by
committing 1% of their income in rent, or what people can afford.

You can read more and make a contribution to the campaign
here.

EVENTS

Learn to make a
'Dumbalk' Winter
Medicine Chest
 
My name is Sonia and I am a
Bunurong-Kulin/Scottish
woman with over 35 years
experience working with plant
medicine.

Come spend the day with
me making remedies for
winter.

Saturday 8 August
10am – 2pm

Register and Information

Stream the film. Request the
DVD. Access the resources.
Education resources for
schools, sporting clubs and
community organisations.
Available here.

Check out the latest
Narragunnawali
News containing information
about reconciliation in
Australia, ideas for driving
reconciliation in schools and
early learning services, and
highlights of great things
happening in schools and
early learning services across
the country.

Podcasts
TV • Books
Films

The N Word: One
Man’s Stand

by Stephen Hagan

Dr Stephen Hagan goes all
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Destiny
Exhibition at the National Gallery of Victoria
 

Destiny Deacon is one of Australia’s boldest and most acclaimed
contemporary artists. In the largest retrospective of her work to date,
Destiny marks the artist’s first institutional solo show in over 15
years.

A descendant of the Kuku and Erub/Mer people from Far North
Queensland and the Torres Strait, Deacon is internationally known
for a body of work depicting her darkly comic, idiosyncratic
worldview. Offering a nuanced, thoughtful and, at times, intensely
funny snapshot of contemporary Australian life, Deacon reminds us
that ‘serious’ art can also have a sense of humour.

Sunday 9 August
10am - 5pm

Register and Information

October 2020 Council Elections

Even if we’re not familiar with what councils do, it’s local government
that has the most impact on young people’s live. But like other forms
of governments, it’s still mostly run by people whose youth is long
behind them.

This training and panel discussion is a collaboration between
VLGA and YACVic to help young people understand and run for
their local council as a councillor in the October 2020 elections.

You’ll get to hear from young people who got elected to council,

the way to the United Nations
with his battle to remove the N
word from a sign at a
Queensland sportsground.
Discover the man behind the
public face and see how a
childhood growing up in a
fringe camp fired his
determination to fight for
human rights. 

Following the decision to
rename ‘Coon’ cheese after Dr
Stephen Hagan’s campaign,
we encourage everyone to
read Dr Hagan’s 2005 book,
‘The N Word: One Man’s
Stand’ available from
Booktopia.

Winner of the 2020 Miles
Franklin Literary Award

The yield in English is the
reaping, the things that man
can take from the land. In the
language of the Wiradjuri
yield is the things you give to,
the movement, the space
between things: baayanha.
Profoundly moving and
exquisitely written, Tara June
Winch’s The Yield is the story
of a people and a culture
dispossessed. But it is as
much a celebration of what
was and what endures, and a
powerful reclaiming of
Indigenous language,
storytelling and identity. Go to
Penguin Books to find out
where to buy this book.
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what changes young councillors can bring to their community, and
learn how to get elected yourself!

Wednesday 12 August
6 - 8pm

Register and Information

Our Online Cultural
Awareness Training supports
participants to learn about
Aboriginal culture and history
in Victoria, as well as culturally
respectful ways of working
and walking alongside
Aboriginal people, families and
communities.

Our sessions are held over
Zoom — and small class
numbers mean there is plenty
of time to ask questions,
interact and grow your
knowledge in a supportive and
engaging space.

Tuesday 25 August  10am - 3.30pm  
Register and Information

We respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the
lands and waters of Victoria.

eNews layout by Julie Cattlin

Showcasing Indigenous
entrepreneurship to the world.
Listen here. 

A podcast of yarns with First
Nations / Indigenous
academics.  Listen here.

Our Home, Our
Heartbeat
Adapted from Briggs’
celebrated song 'The Children
Came Back', Our Home, Our
Heartbeat is a celebration of
past and present Indigenous
legends, as well as emerging
generations, and at its heart
honours the oldest continuous
culture on earth.
Readers will recognise
Briggs' distinctive voice and
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contagious energy within the
pages of Our Home, Our
Heartbeat, signifying a new
and exciting chapter in
children's Indigenous
publishing. 
Buy the book here.

A documentary about the
desecration of Aboriginal
peoples' burial places in the
name of research and the fight
to return our Ancestors to
Country.
The Victorian Aboriginal
Heritage Council has
released the documentary
Returning Our Ancestors for
viewing online. Watch here.
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