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Warning: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people are advised that this
eNews may include images of persons who are deceased. Not displaying correctly?

May 2020

With the beginning of May, comes the glimmer of hope for everyone
that restrictions may soon lessen. The challenges that these times
have brought have certainly tested our ways of operating and
thinking, but rising to these challenges and continuing our work has
provided us a new outlook on how we can operate and has
refreshed our ideas on how we can work best to advance
reconciliation in Victoria.
 
At the end of April, our organisation farewelled Belinda Duarte from
her position as Aboriginal Co-Chair of our Board and welcomed
Shane Charles who has been co-opted in her place. Belinda has
been an integral part of our organisation, and her thoughtful
leadership, integrity and ability to navigate multiple contexts to
achieve reconciliation outcomes has been critical to the renewal and
positioning of our organisation. I thank her from the bottom of my
heart for her leadership, her friendship and for helping to guide us
on this reconciliation journey. We look forward to working with
Shane over the coming months.
 
At the end of this month, we will be acknowledging and celebrating
National Reconciliation Week (27 May – 3 June). We have been
thoroughly impressed with the high volume and the quality of
applications for our National Reconciliation Week Small Grants.
Thank you to everyone who submitted an application. We are
looking forward to sharing everyone’s adapted plans for celebrating
that we are #InThisTogether.

Please have a read of this resource about the Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Timeline of Resistance. It highlights the importance of
teaching our true history and in acknowledging important dates in
our history, including the significant dates that mark National
Reconciliation Week, the 1967 Referendum on 27 May and the High
Court Mabo Decision on 3 June.

We are so excited to also announce the finalists for the 2020 HART
Awards! The nominations for this year have all been amazing, and
have all contributed to meaningful reconciliation in Victoria. I strongly
encourage you all to read about the finalists below and to keep up to
date on our Facebook, website, and eNews where we will be
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announcing the winners on 5 June.
 
My thoughts and my well wishes are with everyone in our
community. Take care, and remember to move forward, as always,
with kindness and support for one another.
 
Stay safe and healthy,
 
Diana David
Chief Executive Officer
Reconciliation Victoria

NEWS

A New Aboriginal
Co-Chair for
Reconciliation
Victoria

Shane Charles, a proud Wurundjeri, Boon Wurrung and Yorta Yorta
man, has been unanimously endorsed by the Reconciliation Victoria
Board to take over from Belinda Duarte as Aboriginal Co-Chair of
the organisation. Mr Charles has been co-opted onto the Board until
the AGM later this year.

Mr Charles is a highly experienced and inspirational Aboriginal
leader with a strong track record across a range of sectors including
education and training, justice and cultural heritage within both
Aboriginal and mainstream organisations.

Mr Charles said he is a passionate advocate for reconciliation
who enjoys sharing cultural knowledge to make a difference.

Read the full statement from Reconciliation Victoria here.

Reconciliation Victoria and the VLGA are thrilled to announce the
finalists of the 2020 HART (Helping Achieve Reconciliation
Together) Awards. With 16 finalists over three categories: Local
Government, Schools and Early Years, and Community, the HART
Awards recognise outstanding reconciliation initiatives undertaken in
Local Government and in the Community. The nominations this year
have been amazing, all furthering meaningful reconciliation.
Nominees are to be commended for their achievements.

Sorry Day
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Education

Reconciliation Victoria
wants to hear from you.

Reconciliation Victoria wants
to be there with you and your
school or early learning centre
on your reconciliation journey.
To do this we need to know
the best way that we can work
together. 

You can contact us here and
let us know how we can
help.

Sorry Day
Sorry Day on 26 May is an
important moment to
remember the past policies of
forced child removal.

We reflect on the sad and
painful history of the Stolen
Generations and recognise
moments of resilience,
healing and the power of
saying Sorry.

This can be a difficult concept
for children to understand.
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Read about the finalists and our plans for this year's HART Awards
here.

Reconciliation Victoria was proud to be able to provide 18 NRW
Small Grants to schools, early learning centres, community groups
and local governments this year. Our Small Grants program helps
organisations to celebrate National Reconciliation Week and its
2020 theme ‘In This Together’. Activities funded this year include
virtual film nights, podcasts, virtual wellbeing checks and education
packs for school kids stuck at home.

Thanks to Reconciliation Australia for their continuing support of
our Small Grants program.

Special thanks to Beyond Blue, who very generously funded two of
this year’s grants. By supporting our Small Grants program, Beyond
Blue is helping create an Australia where all people achieve their
best social and emotional wellbeing. Heartfelt thanks from the
Reconciliation Victoria team.

If you are interested in donating to our organisation to fund a Small
Grant for next year, you can do so by contacting
info@reconciliationvic.org.au and donating here. Donating enables
us to help fund more organisations to celebrate and acknowledge
National Reconciliation Week.

National Reconciliation Week Resources
have arrived!
Check out Reconciliation Australia's website for the latest resources
to assist you in celebrating and acknowledging that we are in
#InThisTogether #NRW2020

Coral Vass has written a book
about what Sorry Day means
to Maggie and her mother. It
contains beautiful and
powerful illustrations.

If you don’t have a copy of the
book you can click here to
have the story read to you by
Trevor Jamieson, a
Pitjantjatjara and Nyungar
man, through Storybox Library.
He introduces what Sorry Day
is before he reads the book
and at the end there is further
discussion. It is a great way
for children and adults to learn
about what Sorry Day means.

Trevor Jamieson reads the
Coral Vass's book, Sorry Day.

Dust Echoes

Dust Echoes is a series of
twelve beautifully animated
Dreamtime stories from
Central Arnhem Land, telling
stories of love, loyalty, duty to
Country and Aboriginal
custom and law.

View here.
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Coroner releases findings into the Coronial
Inquest of Tanya Day’s death in custody

Last week, the Coroner released their findings into the Coronial
Inquest of Tanya Day’s death in custody. We strongly encourage you
to read about the findings.

"While there are sparks of justice in today's decision, for as
long as Aboriginal people are targeted by police … the fight for
true and complete justice for our people will be ongoing."  
– Warren Day

We would like to advise people that the following article contains
distressing footage. Read the full article here.

Anti-oppressive / anti-racist
homeschool options during
quarantine

A small collection of anti-
oppressive, anti-racist
homeschool curriculum ideas
and resources for families
impacted by closures caused
by the coronavirus.

View here.

Stream the film. Request the
DVD. Access the resources.

Education resources for
schools, sporting clubs and
community organisations.
Available here.

Culture is Life (an Aboriginal
not-for-profit), in partnership
with The Australian Dream,
is excited to launch the ‘My
Australian Dream’ campaign.
The campaign places
Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples at the centre
of the conversation. It
unearths some of their
heartfelt desires and extends
the invitation to all Australians
to share their hopes and
dream Australia.
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Victorian Aboriginal Honour Roll
Nominations close Monday 31 May at 11.59pm.

The Honour Roll recognises achievements of Aboriginal people
(both past and present) who have made a profound contribution to
their community.

To date, 117 outstanding Aboriginal people have been recognised in
a wide range of fields, including justice, education, health, sport, the
arts, community leadership and military service.  

We encourage people to nominate an outstanding individual.  

Read more about the Honour Roll and view past inductees here.

Gambay: A Map of Australia’s First
Languages
First Languages Australia in partnership with local language centres
across Australia have developed an interactive map to display and
promote the diversity of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
languages. The map, titled Gambay, translates to "together" in the
Butchulla language of the Hervey Bay region in Queensland.

Gambay showcases over 780 languages, using data
contributed by regional language centres and programs
working directly with language communities around Australia.

Explore the map and read more here.

Koorie Heritage Trust has curated a digital collection for First
Nations voices to be heard. KHT Voices presents a series of short
essays, interviews and stories about how communities are
responding to the COVID-19 crisis.

New stories will be added on a regular basis. Read here.

How you can support the
campaign.

•  Follow Share and
Like @cultureislife and
#MyAustralianDream on
Instagram, Facebook, and
YouTube
•  Join the dream by posting
your own
#MyAustralianDream posts
and learn more about the
campaign.
•  Host a screening of The
Australian Dream Film and
down load the screening
guide – this can be intimate in
your home or in your school or
work place. Click here to host
a screening.

Culture is Life –
My Australian Dream
Educational Resources can be
found on the ABC Website

Check out the latest
Narragunnawali
News containing information
about reconciliation in
Australia, ideas for driving
reconciliation in schools and
early learning services, and
highlights of great things
happening in schools and
early learning services across
the country.

Podcasts
TV • Books
Films

First Peoples’
Assembly of
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Uncle Rick’s COVID-19 Rap
Listen to Dja Dja Wurrung Elder and Traditional Owner Uncle Rick
Nelson as he shares his health message here.

There's a new Aboriginal superhero
in the DC Universe and

she's a deadly Ngarluma hunter
from the Pilbara!

New DC comic book superhero Thylacine is
an Indigenous Australian from the Pilbara

"She's the one [character] who can walk into any situation and walk
back out again alive," says her co-creator, Melbourne-based comic
book writer Tom Taylor.

Code name Thylacine (Corinna in her civilian life) is the latest recruit
for DC's Suicide Squad, and has been created by Taylor and artist
Bruno Redondo, in careful consultation with writer, actor and
director Shari Sebbens and Cleverman creator Ryan Griffen.

"We chose Corinna [as Thylacine's civilian name] as a way to
acknowledge the thylacine's place in Tasmanian Aboriginal history
and culture..."

Read the full article here.

As a not-for-profit
organisation, we rely on
donations and partnerships

Victoria
First Peoples' Assembly of
Victoria are currently doing a
series of podcasts sharing
some of the work and actions
being undertaken by the
Assembly. Listen in to keep up
to date with their work.

Listen to Episode 2 here.

Check their Facebook to keep
updated on future episodes.

A documentary about the
desecration of Aboriginal
peoples' burial places in the
name of research and the fight
to return our Ancestors to
Country.

The Victorian Aboriginal
Heritage Council has
released the documentary
Returning Our Ancestors for
viewing online.

Watch here.

Join us on the journey to
reconciliation as we listen,
learn and share stories from
across the country, that
unpack the truth telling of our
history and embrace the rich
culture and language of
Australia’s First Peoples.

Watch here.
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to help create change and
work towards a Victorian
identify that reflects our true
history, promotes and
celebrates Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander
culture, equity and self-
determination.

Donations are used to fund our ongoing work and projects that
support meaningful reconciliation. We also welcome corporate
sponsorships and partnerships. Please contact us to discuss
opportunities, or donate by visiting our webpage.

The Maggolee website, developed by Reconciliation Victoria,
includes information on policy and programs, protocols and cultural
awareness, Traditional Owner groups and local Aboriginal
organisations, Aboriginal languages, key local contacts, news and
events.

It contains information about each of the 79 Victorian local
government areas, and about actions councils can take across key
function areas to build closer relationships with Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander communities and to progress reconciliation. 

Maggolee has also proven to be a useful resource for teachers,
educators and the wider community.

We live, work and play on Aboriginal land. Land that was forcibly
taken from Aboriginal people, to whom reparations have never been
paid. The Pay The Rent Campaign calls for people to act in
solidarity with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people by
committing 1% of their income in rent, or what people can afford.

You can read more and make a contribution to the campaign
here.

EVENTS

Fire Country

How Indigenous Fire
Management Could Help
Save Australia
by Victor Steffensen

Australia is full of diverse
Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander nations. From
Bunuba to Wiradjuri, Mabuiag
to Palawa, every mob has its
own language and unique
culture. 

Each episode of Little Yarns
will take you on a journey to
a different nation to learn a
first word on Country.

Listen to Little Yarns here.
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Stories From The Forefront of Conservation

No need to register. Join on the day by going to https://zoom.us/join
When prompted enter meeting ID: 867 1532 6920
Password: 031995

Direct link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86715326920?
pwd=ZzlLb2p0ZkcxbW5GWTVtaGVBRzZRUT09

The event is free and open to everyone interested in Victoria's
environment. You do not need to download Zoom.

Thursday 7 May
12 - 3pm
Event link here

KHT Virtual Exhibition Tour of "Affirmation"

Join us virtually for this unique live, online event to experience the
stories behind the artworks and artists in Affirmation. This will
include live Q & A and exclusive look at the exhibition.

Wednesday 13 May
2 - 3pm
Event link here

In My Blood It Runs
Meet ten-year-old Dujuan – a
child-healer, a good hunter
who speaks three languages
– as he discovers the
resilience and resistance of
many generations of his
people and faces the history
that runs straight into him. 

As he shares his wisdom of
history and the complex world
around him, we see his spark
and intelligence, yet Dujuan is
'failing' in school and facing
increasing scrutiny from
welfare and the police. As he
travels perilously close to
incarceration, his family fight
to give him a strong Arrernte
education alongside his
western education lest he
becomes another statistic. We
walk with him as he grapples
with these pressures, shares
his truth and somewhere in-
between finds space to dream,
imagine and hope for his
future self.

More information.
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With absolutely everything up in the air right now, having a goal to
keep us focused and active has never been so important. Let’s
control the controllable and continue to kick start our health and
well-being goals. Looking after our physical, emotional and spiritual
health right now is a huge protective factor in staying well!

Sign up to run/walk 5km, run/walk 10km, run half marathon or
full marathon. You choose the location close to home and we
all do it together on the weekend of 30 and 31 May.

Sign up for RonaRun and let’s get our Rona-vation back on track,
virtually!! 
#RunRona #VirtualRun
More information and registration here.

We respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the
lands and waters of Victoria.
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