
                        

  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Dear Parents & Guardians        
  
We have had an amazing first week back with the children. It has been so wonderful to see all the children 
and families again and to start to get to know new members of our community.  
 
At around 6.30pm yesterday evening we heard the very sad news regarding the death of Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth II. Despite all being aware of this inevitability, we find ourselves shocked and moved by 
the loss of a wonderful queen and role model whose reign has covered our whole lifetimes and more. To 
support us and the children, Canon Phil will be in school Monday afternoon leading a special collective 
worship. 
 
As you will be aware, the country has entered into a ten-day mourning period. This official period of 
mourning will end with the funeral of Her Majesty. The date for this has not yet been confirmed, however 
if it falls on a weekday this is likely to be a day where schools are expected to close. When we have 
further information, we will confirm the details of this.  
 
As I mentioned in my letter last week, we are focusing on wellbeing as one key aspect of our school 
development plan this academic year. I am sure that you have seen reports in the news stating that 
mental health issues in children are increasing while child wellbeing is deteriorating. It is true that children 
today have to navigate a complex and ever-changing world alongside the challenges they have faced 
over the last few years. 
  
Therefore, we aim to support our children further in developing their wellbeing by becoming more active 
and healthier and developing the social and emotional skills, knowledge and behaviours which will help 
them to build resilience and set the pattern for how they will manage their mental health and wellbeing 
throughout their lives.  To help us with this we have appointed a Pastoral Support Lead who you will find 
out more about later in this newsletter.  
 
We always acknowledge and appreciate the support you provide and I cannot emphasise enough the 
importance of us working together to support the wellbeing of the children - so we are starting this project 
with a sound foundation. There are already many positive things happening in school that promote 
wellbeing including growth mindset, mindfulness sessions, nurture groups, social skills groups, Internet 
safety training, extra-curricular clubs and opportunities for children to take on responsibility through roles 
such as House Captain etc. The pandemic, has obviously affected some of the opportunities that children 
have had over the last few weeks so this year we are going to begin by reviving ‘hot chocolate with the 
headteacher’. This is a reward for one pupil from each class each week who does a special act of 
kindness for somebody else. You will find out who has achieved this in the newsletter each week.  
 
We will keep you updated with the initiative we are implementing to support our children’s mental health 
and wellbeing as the weeks go on.  
 
On this occasion I will end my letter with the following: 
 
God Save the King 
 
Regards, Mrs D Morrison 
 
Here is a prayer which you may find useful to use with your child: 
 
Loving God, 
Our Queen has died and people are sad. 
Thank you for her long life 
and her care for her people. 
We pray for our new King.  
Bless and guide him as his reign begins. Amen.  
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         Book of Condolence  

We will be making a book of condolence available to the children next week in which they may write a 

message or just sign their name if they wish.  
 
 

Books of condolence and memorial sites open across Buckinghamshire 
  
Following the announcement of the death of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II yesterday, books of 
condolence and memorial sites are opening in Buckinghamshire for residents and visitors to pay their 
respects. 
  
Books of condolence are open at the following locations: 

  
·         Reception of the council offices in Walton Street, Aylesbury 
·         Reception of the council offices at The Gateway, Aylesbury 
·         Reception of the council offices in Queen Victoria Road, High Wycombe 
·         Reception of the council offices at King George V House, Amersham 
·         Chesham and Buckingham libraries 

  
The books of condolence will be open between 9am – 5pm every day (including the weekends) up 
to the day following The Queen’s funeral, the date of which is expected to be confirmed later today. 
There is also a link to an online book of condolence on the official website of the Royal Family; you 
can find this link on the Buckinghamshire Council website. 
  
The council is also setting up three temporary memorial sites – fenced off areas in town centre 
locations where residents can lay flowers and other tributes; these are at: 
  

·         Aylesbury The Queen Elizabeth II statue in Market Square (next to the steps of Metro 
Bank) 
·         Amersham Adjacent to the flagpole outside King George V House, Amersham 
·         High Wycombe Outside the entrance to the Council Chamber, on Queen Victoria Road, 
High Wycombe 

 
The Bishop of Oxford has issued the following statement. 
  
Her Majesty the Queen has been a cherished presence in all of our lives and for the whole of our lives. 
She has been our example and a rock for the nation and commonwealth. Her devoted service has given 
stability to the nation throughout this Elizabethan age. Her deep, personal Christian faith has been an 
inspiration to many, including me. 
 
The whole nation will be united in mourning for our beloved Queen in the coming days. We will need time 
to grieve and to share our grief with others. We pray at this time for the Queen’s family and especially for 
Charles as he prepares to become King. This will be a season for deep reflection in the life of our nation 
as we look back in thanksgiving and forward in hope.  
 
This United Kingdom has deep foundations in Christian faith. A key part of our faith is the distinctive hope 
of resurrection from the dead: that our life in Christ endures beyond death and for eternity. As we grieve 
and pray, we also look forward together in hope to that new and eternal life with God.  
 
We have prayed through all of our lives: God save the Queen. We now entrust Her Majesty to her Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ and commit ourselves afresh to his service and to God’s eternal kingdom. 
 

Understanding the Death of the Queen 

Newsround have some excellent, age appropriate resources to support with children's understanding of 

the death of the Queen. Their resources are for age 6+ and can be found by following this 

link: https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround


                        

 

          COMING UP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                 Vacancy  
 
We have a vacancy for a Teaching Assistant, term time only working every day from 8.40am to 3.15pm, 
plus INSET days. If you are interested in joining our friendly team please see the advert on the Bucks 
County Council website or ring the school and ask for Mrs Loxley. 
 
Stone Church of England Combined School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 
children. Therefore, we expect all workers and employees to share this commitment. All appointments 
are subject to satisfactory pre-employment checks, including a satisfactory Enhanced Criminal Records 
with Barred List check through the Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS).    
 
 

 Healthy Eating Lunch Idea 
 
Lunch Box Pasta Salad 
Ingredients 
400g pasta 
4-5 tbsp fresh pesto 
1 tbsp mayonnaise 
2 tbsp Greek yogurt 
½ lemon, juiced 
200g mixed cooked veg such as peas, green beans, courgette (chop the beans and courgette into pea-
sized pieces) 
100g cherry tomatoes, quartered 
200g cooked chicken, ham, prawns, hard-boiled egg or cheese 
 
Method 
STEP 1 
Cook the pasta in boiling water until it is al dente, so about 11 mins, but refer to the pack instructions. 
Drain and tip into a bowl. Stir in the pesto and leave to cool. 
 
STEP 2 
When the pasta is cool, stir through the mayo, yogurt, lemon juice and veg. Spoon into lunchboxes or on 
to pasta plates and put the cooked chicken or protein of your choice on top. Chill until ready to eat if 
intended for a packed lunch. 
 
 
 
 

 

Monday 12th September- IRock Music Tuition starts 
Monday 12th September – Class 6, Meet the Teacher drop in 3.30-
5.00pm 
Tuesday 13th September – Class 6, 11+ practice  
Wednesday 14th September – Classes 1 to 5, Meet the Teacher 
drop in 3.30-5.00pm 
Thursday 15th September – Class 6, 11+ test 
Thursday 15th September – Class 5, Swimming lessons start 
Thursday 22nd September – All classes, individual photos 

 



                        

 
 
 

 
 
 
                                        
 

       New Deputy Head Teacher 
 
Hello Stone School Community.  
I am Mrs B Jones and I am the new Deputy Headteacher sharing the role with Mrs S Hale. I will be 
working on Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. I have really enjoyed meeting many of the children 
already and look forward to meeting them all in the coming weeks. The school community has been very 
welcoming and it is a privilege to be a new member of the team. Before joining Stone, I worked in a range 
of Primary schools in Oxfordshire, London and overseas in Melbourne as a Deputy Headteacher and 
SENDCo.  
 
I really enjoy getting outdoors and going for walks in the countryside with my family. I also love to find 
time to read a good book.  
 
I look forward to meeting you all so please come and introduce yourselves to me when you see me 
around before and after school. I am really looking forward to working with you and your children.  
 
 
 

       Birthdays 
 
A very happy birthday to the following children who have had a birthday since the start of term: 
 
Darcy C – CR 
Reina P – C1 
Darcie P and Maxwell S – C3 
Freyja C-B and Grace C-B – C4 
Thomas F and Neriah-Mae A – C5 
Max S – C6 
 
 
 
  

                   Skills for Life  

During our first week back, we have been revisiting the 5R's for effective learning. We use animals to 
support children with these and talk about them all the time to encourage them to become independent, 
confident learners. 



                        

                            

Recommended Resource 

Please find attached a Positive Parenting Daily Focus Planner and there is also one for children. This 

planner helps you focus on what you appreciate about your child and the world around you We hope 

some families will find this useful. 

Family Support Courses 

Please find attached various courses on offer from the Family Support Service aimed at Year 7 and 

above. 

 

                          Focus on Inclusion 
 
We are an inclusive school and our aim is for every child to feel positive about themselves and a part of 
our community. We strive for every child to reach 'their star' - their potential. Each week, we will be 
including information about different areas of inclusion.  
 
This week, we would like to ensure all of our new families have the contact details of two key members 
of staff who lead on inclusion in the school. 
 
SENDCo 
Emma Webb (our reception class teacher) is our Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Coordinator.  
A SENCo is responsible for the day-to-day operation of the school's SEN policy. All mainstream 
schools must appoint a teacher to be their SENCo. The SENCo will co-ordinate additional support for 
pupils with SEN and liaise with their parents, teachers and other professionals who are involved with 
them. If you have any concerns about your child's development, please speak to their class teacher in 
the first instance. If you have a child with Special Educational Needs or Disabilities or have spoken to 
your child's class teacher about potential needs and require additional information or support, Mrs Webb 
can be contacted by emailed sendco@stone.bucks.sch.uk 
 
Inclusion Manager 
Mrs S Hale (Deputy Headteacher - Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday) is our Inclusion Manager. She 
oversees all areas of inclusion, including supporting the SENDCo, managing support for children with  
 
 
medical conditions, leading on provision for those in receipt of pupil premium funding, English as an 
Additional Language, mental health and wellbeing needs and behaviour support. Any queries or concerns 
surrounding inclusion, which are not answered by talking to your child's class teacher or the SENDCo (if 
appropriate) can be sent to inclusionmanager@stone.bucks.sch.uk 
 
 
 
 

mailto:sendco@stone.bucks.sch.uk
mailto:inclusionmanager@stone.bucks.sch.uk


                        

 

  Recommended Read 

An important message for the beginning of this new year and term is that we may feel like we cannot do 
things at the moment. That can be a daunting feeling that children and adults feel! It is important that we 
try to have a growth mindset and positive attitude and recognise that it is only that we cannot do these 
things....yet! :) 
 
'I Can't Do That Yet' by Esther Pia Cordova 
 
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=i+can%27t+do+that+yet+by+esther+pia+cordova 

 

       Spotlight on Safeguarding  

Talking about difficult topics  
 
The NSPCC provides great advice on how to start the conversations about 'difficult' subjects that you 
need to have if you want to keep your children safe – see link below. 
 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/talking-about-difficult-topics    

 

YEAR 6 

Year 6 Bridge Making 
 

As part of our PSHE topic of 'Working Together', Year 6 were given the challenge of using only paper 
and glue/sellotape to build a bridge that would carry the weight of a toy car. They embraced the 
challengeand persevered to build some fantastic creations - many of which met the goal    
 

                

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=i+can%27t+do+that+yet+by+esther+pia+cordova


                        

 

                                      

                                     

CLASS 1 

Class 1 were delighted to receive a letter and a card from the Queen after we wrote to her in the last 

school year about her jubilee. This letter is even more precious now. 

The letter on headed paper from Windsor Castle said: 

To: The Pupils at Stone CE Combined School 

The Queen wishes me to write and thank you for the splendid letters which you sent Her Majesty on the 

occasion of her Platinum Jubilee. 

The Queen was glad to hear from you and, although unable to reply to you personally, Her Majesty 

greatly appreciated the nice things you said.  

I am to thank you again for your messages of good wishes to The Queen in this, her Platinum Jubilee 

year.  

Lady – in Waiting. August 5th 2022 



                        

 

 

                  

 

Pastoral Support 

At Stone CE Combined School, we are delighted to announce that we have a new Pastoral Support 
Officer joining the safeguarding team to ensure that all of our pupils and families are supported and their 
needs are met.  

Miss Durham is our new Pastoral Support Officer who will play a key role in providing high quality and 

effective safeguarding, behaviour and pastoral support across the school. Miss Durham will work to 

support our pupils needs including Safeguarding those who are vulnerable. Miss Durham will work with 

parents to build strong relationships between home and school 

 

 

 

 

                   

 

                

 



                        

 

 

                               Help with the cost of living (Helping Hand) 

Buckinghamshire Council has a Helping Hand team which is available to help individuals or families in 
need, those on low incomes and those who are experiencing a financial emergency or crisis. Whether 
you get in contact by phone or the online form, they will ask you a few questions about your situation so 
that they can offer the best support or advice. You will find the information 
here: https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/cost-of-living/ 

 

          Pupil Premium 

Your child may be entitled to pupil premium funding to support your child’s learning and development in 
school if you receive one of the following benefits: 
 

Income Support (IS) 
Income Based Job Seekers Allowance (not contribution-based) 
Child Tax Credit Only (with income up to £16,190) with no element of Working Tax Credit 
Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
Guarantee Element of the State Pension Credit 
Income-related employment and support allowance 
Universal Credit (annual net earned income of no more than £7,400) 

  
Please email office@stone.bucks.sch.uk confidentially if you are receiving any of the above benefits and 
ask Mrs Loxley to check if you qualify. As well as the school receiving money to support your child's   
learning, your child can benefit from Free School Meals. 
  

 
                       Behaviour and Bullying 

We aim to establish and sustain high expectations of behaviour for all pupils, built upon relationships, 
rules and routines. 

  

We never tolerate bullying. Therefore, if you have any concerns that your child is being bullied, please 
contact your child’s class teacher in the first instance who will carry out a bullying investigation. If, 
following the outcome of this, your child is still reporting concerns, please contact Mrs S Hale who 
manages behaviour and discipline. 

 

          Dates for 2022/2023         
 
Autumn Term 
 
Tuesday 6th September to Tuesday 20th December 2022 
Half Term 
Monday 24th October to Friday 28th October 2022 
 
Spring Term 
 
Wednesday 4th January 2023 to Friday 31st March 2023 
Half Term 
Monday 13th February 2023 to Friday 17th February 2023 
 
 

https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/cost-of-living/
mailto:office@stone.bucks.sch.uk


                        

 
 
 
Summer Term 
 
Monday 17th April to Thursday 20th July 2023 
Half Term 
Monday 29th May 2023 to Monday 5th June 2023 
 
Inset Days 
 
Monday 5th June 2023 
Friday 21st July 2023 
 
 


