
 

French Curriculum 
INTENT 

• Our Vision  
At Stone CE School, it is our intent that our children will achieve their full potential and become 
independent, ‘lifelong learners’ who are prepared for the future. We aim to prepare children for 
the wider world and living in a multi-cultural society. We want children to foster an interest in 
learning about different languages and cultures and understand about the differences between 
cultures. We believe the learning of foreign languages provides a valuable educational, social and 
cultural experience for children. By developing communication and literacy skills, children develop 
the essential foundations required to learn languages, whilst also reinforcing the skills required for 
learning English. We believe an insight into their own culture and those of others enables them to 
broaden their knowledge and become more tolerant citizens. 
 

• The rationale 
At Stone School, we use the Twinkl scheme of work to ensure we teach a broad and progressive 
curriculum. The accompanying resources ensure that children are able to hear the correct 
pronunciation of the French language, supporting non-specialist teachers. Children are given 
numerous opportunities in lessons to develop their oracy and literacy skills. There is a focus on 
developing vocabulary as children progress through the curriculum and opportunities are provided 
for the children to rehears and refine vocabulary, phrases and language structure taught previously. 

 

• Meeting the needs of identified groups i.e. SEN, EAL, disadvantaged children and the most 
able pupils  

Teachers use the progression of skills document to ensure that the French curriculum is taught 
progressively and builds upon prior knowledge. Lesson plans are adapted by teachers and provision 
for different groups of pupils is identified on the plan to show how they will be either supported or 
challenged in lessons. Teachers set tasks that can be completed in mixed ability pairs or groups to 
ensure that less able pupils or those needing additional support can be supported by their peers. A 
subject guide for staff has been produced by the subject leader which gives examples of what a 
child should be achieving to be considered greater depth in French. Teachers use this information 
to help set challenging tasks that would show children are working at greater depth. 
 

• Reading in this subject 
In every lesson, children are given the opportunity to read in French. There are numerous 
opportunities for children to read to themselves, to their partner and to the class to practise their 
reading and French speaking skills. New vocabulary is introduced and is translated into English for 
the children to say and read in every lesson. 
 

IMPLEMENTATION 
• Introducing new learning 

A comprehensive progression of skills document has been drawn up and introduced to show the 
progression in French from Year 3 to Year 6. This clearly shows what knowledge and skills children 
need to have gained in previous years to ensure they are ready for the next step in their learning. 
Because these are passed up with children throughout their time at Stone School, teachers use this 
document to check for any gaps in previous learning and can address these before then moving the 
children on to ensure that children are developing their understanding and acquiring the skills they 
need. Units have been planned sequentially to ensure that the learning is building on knowledge 
and skills taught in previous years. 
 



• Teaching approaches 
At Stone School, French lessons are taught weekly across Key Stage 2. Planning is taken from the 
scheme and adapted as necessary by teachers. A WALT and clear S2S for the lesson are identified 
and shared with the children at an appropriate point in the lesson. A range of auditory, visual and 
kinaesthetic approaches are used in lessons to support children as they learn including games, role-
play, songs and a range of other media. Throughout the curriculum children complete tasks 
individually, in pairs or in groups depending on the skills they are learning, encouraging independent 
and collaborative learning. Lessons consist of both oral and written tasks so that children have an 
opportunity to practise their spoken French as well as their written French. 
 

• Schemes/resources 
The Twinkl scheme of work is used to teach French across Key Stage 2 to ensure a broad and 
progressive curriculum is taught. Each lesson comes with the necessary resources and also includes 
PowerPoints with French dialogue embedded to support non-specialist teachers with their delivery 
and to ensure children are hearing the correct pronunciation of the French language. 
 

• Educational visits and enrichment activities to develop cultural capital 
In Year 5, the children plan and run a French market where they are encouraged to use all of the 
knowledge and skills they have learnt over the previous years. They invite the rest of the children 
from Key Stage 2 to attend the market, giving all of the children in Key stage 2 the opportunity to 
practise their French speaking skills. 
 

• Ensuring good progress and attainment 
Children’s individual French books are monitored by the subject leader to ensure progression and 
a broad curriculum is being covered. Class teachers assess children half termly and say whether 
they are WTS, ARE or GD in French. This data is then monitored by the subject leader and compared 
to progress in reading, writing and maths across the school. This is monitored by the subject leader 
across the year and reported to senior staff in school. 
 

IMPACT 
• Expected outcomes 

That children have made good progress from their starting points, evidenced by teacher 
assessment. That assessment data shows that children are achieving to the same standards as in 
core subjects evidenced by teacher assessment and work in books. 
 

• How outcomes for pupils are measured 
Children’s individual French books are monitored by the subject leader to ensure progression and 
a broad curriculum is being taught. Interviews with the children take place once a year to ascertain 
the children’s thoughts and feelings about French as well as to get their perspective on what they 
have learnt. Assessment data is reviewed termly to ensure progress and individual children and 
groups of children can be tracked as needed depending on the results of the data. 
 

• Other outcomes 
Through our French curriculum, we hope to help the children develop a passion for learning about 
other languages and cultures. We aim to help the children build resilience when facing new 
challenges, particularly those they may encounter when learning a new language. We aim to build 
their independence and confidence as they are encouraged to speak French in front of their peers 
and understand that making mistakes is part of the learning process. We hope to develop 
independent, lifelong learners who show an enjoyment in their learning and display their readiness 
to participate in a multi-cultural society. We aim to develop their French vocabulary  and use their 



‘reading to learn’ skills to ensure they can actively engage in the French language,  both written and 
orally. 

 


