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EYSF Year 1 Year 2 Year3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Hello World – 

Introduction to the 

Globe. Where are we 

from? Where are our 

family from? What 

holidays have we been 

on/places have we 

visited? (Links to history 

topic of how we have 

changed since we were 

babies) 

Reflectiveness – Children 

will reflect on their own 

lives and the lives of 

their family 

 

Barnaby Bear and the 

seasons - (Links to history 

topic of what clothes we 

wear at different times of 

year) 

Resourcefulness – 

Children will think about 

how they prepare 

themselves for different 

weathers 

 

Traditions and 

celebrations around the 

world - (Links to history 

topic of What are our 

favourite celebrations 

during the year?) 

Hello Britain – In depth 

study of UK and its four 

countries with Barnaby 

Bear and his travel 

journal 

Readiness – Children will 

be ready to apply their 

knowledge of the UK and 

build on this existing 

knowledge. 

 

Our Place – Study of the 

local area through field 

work at Woodland 

Wednesdays 

Reflectiveness – Children 

will be able to use the 

environment around 

them to learn more 

about our world. 

 

What’s the Weather like? 

– Study the weather in 

different parts of the 

world and undertake a 

depth study of the 

weather in our location. 

Resilience – Children will 

look at harsher weather 

climates and understand 

the resilience it takes to 

operate in them 

Animals of the World – 

study of continents, coasts, 

oceans and seas hot and 

cold animals and polar 

regions, seasonal changes, 

national animals and British 

wildlife 

Responsibility – Children 

will think about how we 

are all responsible for the 

world’s animals and their 

survival. 

 

Map Makers – Using an 

atlas, compass points, 

aerial views and plan 

perspectives, reading maps, 

designing and making maps 

and 3D maps (possibly use 

Woodland Wednesday 

session for this module) 

Resourcefulness – Children 

will understand that they 

need to be prepared with 

the correct equipment to 

make and use maps. 

 

Life in an African Village -

Where is Kenya (choose 

village in Kenya to focus 

on)? Weather and climate, 

Kenya's African Animals, 

Kenya's landscapes, people 

Our European 

Neighbours - Facts about 

Europe, countries of 

Europe, features of 

European countries, 

capital cities of Europe, 

London vs Paris, and an 

individual country study.  

Responsibility – children 

should be responsible for 

learning about their 

nearest neighbours and 

understanding their ways 

of life. 

 

Local Settlement and 

Land Use – Explore 

through Woodland 

Wednesday key aspects 

of types of settlement 

and land use. Compare 

the geographical 

similarities and 

differences of 

Buckinghamshire to 

another region of the UK. 

Sketch maps of local area. 

Reflectiveness – Children 

will be able to reflect on 

their surroundings and 

see similarities and 

differences between 

Stars and Stripes -  

Exploring the States, 

landscapes, American 

cities, national Parks, 

natural phenomena, 

farming in the USA, 

visiting America, 

Comparing the Rockies to 

the Alps and British 

mountains. 

Reflectiveness – Children 

will be able to reflect on 

the similarities and 

differences between 

North America and other 

parts of the world.  

 

Take me to the River – 

Explore rivers and the 

water cycle. Possibly use 

Woodland Wednesday to 

facilitate this learning. 

Focus on Rivers of Europe 

and make comparisons to 

rivers of UK. Brilliant 

cross curricular links here 

Resilience – Children will 

understand that they 

must make serval 

attempts to understand 

difficult concepts like the 

water cycle. 

 

Become an Explorer – 

Examine Shackleton’s 

Antarctica, identify skills 

it would take to be an 

explorer, develop map 

skills with focus on 

reading ordinance survey 

maps six figure gird 

references, prime 

meridian and time zones. 

Include a UK focus on 

locating and describing 

several physical 

environments.  Useful 

links 

Resilience – Children will 

think about the 

resilience it takes to 

explore different parts of 

the planet and operate in 

extreme conditions. 

 

Earth Matters: Biomes 

and vegetation -   

Main land biomes of the 

world; research a biome 

and role-play life as an 

indigenous person living 

in the biome, understand 

the interdependency of 

organisms, consider the 

adaptations of living 

things and how their 

Globe trotters: Natural resources 

and global trade -  

Land Use, burning gas, clean 

energy, timber, paper, rubber & 

steel production, glass and 

concrete, global trade. Useful link 

here 

Resourcefulness – Children will 

understand their own natural 

resources and how we utilize 

them. 

 

Exploring Asia: In depth study of 

either China, India or Japan - 

Where is Japan/China/India? 

Latitude and Longitude, 

Earthquakes or Natural Disasters, 

Physical Geography, Culture, 

School Life 

Reflectiveness – Children will 

reflect on the lives of others 

around the globe and compare 

their own experiences to those 

of others.  

 

HOLIDAY! – Pupils given a budget 

and asked to design their dream 

holiday. They must research 

flights, tourist destinations, 

natural sights they might want to 

see, places to stay as part of their 

budget. Investigate Eco tourism 

through Woodland Wednesday. 

https://www.stem.org.uk/resources/community/collection/266633/rivers
https://www.stem.org.uk/resources/community/collection/266633/rivers
https://www.stem.org.uk/resources/community/collection/284639/explorers
https://www.stem.org.uk/resources/community/collection/284639/explorers
https://www.planbee.com/geography/ks2-geography/year-5-geography
https://www.planbee.com/geography/ks2-geography/year-5-geography


Readiness – Children will 

be ready to celebrate 

different traditions 

around the world. 

 

Landmarks - What is a 

landmark? Are there any 

near school? Look at local 

area and local landmarks. 

Design a landmark for 

school. Go-jetters link 

 

Resilience – Children will 

be able to research 

independently the 

different landmarks in 

the country and around 

out local area 

 

Transport – How is our 

country and our world 

connected? (links to 

History topic looking at 

changes over time to the 

transport system) 

Resourcefulness – 

Children will look at how 

transport options effect 

the way we live our lives 

and the choices we 

make. 

and culture, compare 

Kenyan village and Stone 

Link to helpful plans 

Readiness – Children 

should be ready to learn 

about new cultures and 

ready to empathise with 

those in different 

circumstances globally. 

 

Bucks and other areas of 

the UK. 

 

Coastal Regions - Coastal 

Erosion, physical 

features, coastal 

defences, Britain's 

beaches, describing 

coastal areas by making a 

travel presentation, 

changes in land use. 

Resourcefulness – 

Children will see the 

resources of coastal 

regions and understand 

how they are used. 

 

Extreme Earth – explore 

the impact of volcanoes 

and earthquakes on 

different regions of the 

world. Link to helpful 

planning  and for more 

ideas try this link 

 

Readiness– Children will 

be ready to learn about 

earthquakes in different 

regions of the world and 

apply their knowledge of 

global geography to 

deepen their 

understanding.   

adaptations have enabled 

them to survive, 

understand 

interdependence of 

ecosystems and know 

about global 

environmental problems 

and solutions. Woodland 

Wednesday provides 

excellent opportunity to 

explore Biomes. 

Resourcefulness – 

Children will think about 

their own 

resourcefulness and how 

their needs would 

change according to the 

different regions 

geographically in which 

they live. 

 

Breath taking Brazil - 

Where is Brazil? Physical 

Geography of Brazil, The 

Amazon Rainforest, 

Urbanisation Rio de 

Janeiro, Tourist 

Attractions, Brazilian 

Culture. 

Reflectiveness – Children 

will reflect on their own 

lives to compare them to 

that of children in 

different parts of Brazil. 

How could we transform base 

camp into an eco-tourist 

destination? 

 

Responsibility – Children will 

appreciate their role as global 

citizens and understand their 

responsibilities to the planet in 

developing and promoting more 

sustainable past times such as 

eco-tourism 
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Home, abroad, foreign, 

local, landmark, 

continent, ocean, land, 

Africa, Antarctica, Asia, 

Australia, Europe, North 

America and South 

Pacific Ocean, 

Atlantic Ocean, Indian 

Ocean, Southern Ocean aka 

Settlement, Community, 

landscape, relief map, 

political map, cliff, ocean, 

Greenhouse, polytunnel, 

intensive farming, arable 

farming, market 

Arctic, Antarctic, Climate/ 

weather 

climate zones 

Tributary, delta, flood plain 

meander, surface, sea level, 

mouth source, irrigation, ground 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/pshe-eyfs-ks1-go-jetters-uk-places-and-landmarks/zkyjkmn
https://www.planbee.com/geography/ks1-geography/year-2-geography
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/natural-disasters-topic-plan-for-year-4-6384839
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/natural-disasters-topic-plan-for-year-4-6384839
https://www.stem.org.uk/resources/community/collection/284761/earthquakes-and-volcanoes


globe, world, season, 

similarity, difference, 

map, community. 

 

America, city, town, 

village, factory, farm, 

house, office, port, 

harbour, shop, season 

and weather, foreign, 

domestic, home, abroad, 

transport, area, global, 

local, international, 

national, continent, 

capital, prediction, 

climates, beach, cliff, 

coast, forest, hill, 

mountain, sea, ocean, 

river, soil, valley, 

vegetation. 

Antarctic Ocean and Arctic 

Ocean, beach, cliff, coast, 

forest, hill, desert, 

mountain, sea, ocean, river, 

soil, valley, vegetation, 

village, trade, continent, 

politics, atlas, poles, 

comparison, perspective, 

aerial, 3D. 

fieldwork, sketch, North 

East, South West, Polar, 

longitude, valley, 

vegetation, soil, peat, 

loam, clay, lake, transport 

[carry], diagram, South 

East, Mountain, 

weathering, erosion 

[within weathering], port, 

harbour, factory, office, 

industry, compass, North 

West, climate zone, 

tropical, environment, 

weather, equator 

 

gardening, mixed 

farming, organic farming, 

distance, scale, grid 

reference, satellite, 

settlement patterns, 

inland, urban/ rural, 

warm, humid, coastal, 

evaporation, 

precipitation, 

hemisphere, productivity, 

natural resources, man-

made materials 

 

vegetation belts, river, 

ox-bow lake, grid 

reference, landscape, 

water cycle, arid, 

evaporation, settlement, 

excursion, grid reference, 

terrain, features, contour 

lines, natural, population, 

precipitation, 

condensation, industry, 

scale [maps], deposition, 

transportation, 

confluence, products, 

industrial, continent, sub-

continent, development, 

tourist, contours, 

latitude, longitude, 

Greenwich/Prime 

Meridian, Time zone, N. 

hemisphere, S. 

hemisphere, Tropic of 

Capricorn, Tropic of 

Cancer, Equator, Biome 

 

water, migrate, disperse, 

sustainability, natural disaster, 

natural resources canopy [trees] 

Ordnance Survey, distance, scale, 

grid reference, symbols, urban, 

rural, land use, congestion 

Pollution, tectonic plate, 

renewable, population, biomes, 

vegetation belts, climate zones, 

conservation, pollution, export, 

import, tropical, equatorial, 

subterranean, location, 

naturalised, indigenous, 

immigrant, survey, questionnaire, 

deforestation, magma 
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) EYSF Year 1 Year 2 Year3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Hello World - Comment 

and ask questions about 

aspects of their familiar 

world, such as the place 

where they live or the 

natural world. 

 

Hello World - Introduce 

the globe and look at 

maps as part of 

discussions about 

holidays and family from 

Hello Britain - UK 4 

countries and capitals 

and surrounding seas. 

Name and locate 

countries, cities and some 

counties of the UK using 

locational terminology 

(North, East, South, 

West).  

Introduce all terminology 

& wider world through 

stories (Barnaby Bear 

Animals of the World - 

North & South Poles, 

Equator, 5 oceans. Name 

and locate the worlds seven 

continents and five oceans. 

 

Map Makers – Use simple 

compass directions to 

identify places on a local 

map. Use simple fieldwork, 

particular focus on 

observational skills, to learn 

Our European 

Neighbours – Discuss 

Europe in relation to the 

Equator, N. & S. 

hemispheres, Tropics 

Cancer & Capricorn, 

Arctic and Antarctic 

Circle. Focus on rivers and 

where they are in the UK 

and Europe including 

discussion of trade and 

why there are 

Stars and Stripes -  

Look at latitude and 

longitude, 8 compass 

points, 4 fig GRs, with 

emphasis on locating and 

exploring North America 

through maps and atlases 

as well as google maps. 

 

Take me to the River - 

Use the globe and map to 

identify the position of 

Become an Explorer – 

Focus on Prime Meridian 

and time zones, six figure 

GRs, OS reading through 

Woodland Wednesday. 

Locate and describe 

several physical 

environments in the UK, 

e.g. coastal and mountain 

environments, and how 

they change. Also locate 

UKs urban areas and how 

Globe trotters: Natural resources 

and global trade – Revise & 

consolidate all location 

knowledge skills. 

 

Exploring Asia: In depth study of 

either China, India or Japan – 

Where is Japan/China/India in 

relation to UK and in the context 

of the globe. 

 



different parts of the 

world. 

 

Barnaby Bear and the 

Seasons - Look closely at 

similarities, differences, 

patterns and change. Link 

this to the seasons and 

look at Barnaby Bear as 

he travels through the 

seasons. 

https://www.geography.

org.uk/teaching-

resources/early-years-

and-primary-resources 

 

Landmarks -  

Find the school on a map 

and talk about where you 

live and your address. 

Zoom out to show and 

name the different 

countries of the UK: 

England, Wales, Scotland 

and Northern Ireland. 

Ask pupils what well 

known landmarks they 

have visited locally or 

further away. Discuss 

which landmarks pupils 

are most familiar with 

and where they are.  

Journal), games & 

context.  

 

Our Place - A local scale 

study of ‘Our Place’ 

through fieldwork at 

Woodland Wednesday 

with a focus on the key 

skills identified in the final 

section of this plan. 

 

What’s the weather like? 

– a comparison between 

our location on the globe 

and hotter and colder 

climates. 

 

Transport – look at 

distances around the 

globe and think about the 

most appropriate modes 

of transport for getting to 

them.  

about our local 

environment and create 

our own maps.  

 

Life in an African Village - A 

local -scale study of a non – 

European country e.g. 

African Village in Kenya.  

 

settlements at the head 

of rivers. Look at 

mountain regions of 

Europe too.  

 

Local Settlement and 

Land Use – Local 

settlement & land use 

through fieldwork at 

Woodland Wednesday 

 

Coastal Regions – Name 

the coastal regions of the 

UK and look the Cities on 

the Coast.  

the poles, the Equator, 

Northern Hemisphere 

and Southern 

Hemisphere, the tropics 

of Cancer and Capricorn, 

Arctic and Antarctic 

circles. Compare the 

rivers of the world and 

identify the longest, 

widest, busiest 

economically, most 

polluted.  

 

Extreme Earth – The 

children can identify the 

position of the prime 

meridian and understand 

the significance of 

latitude and longitude. 

Identify regions of the 

globe that are prone to 

different extreme natural 

phenomena such as 

earthquakes. 

some of these have 

changed over time. 

Locate the longest river 

and highest point of each 

country in the UK. 

 

Earth Matters: Biomes 

and vegetation -   

Locate places studied in 

relation to the Equator, 

latitude and longitude 

and relate this to their 

time zones, climate, 

seasons and vegetation.  

 

Breath taking Brazil – 

Locate Brazil on globe in 

context of equator, 

hemispheres, tropics of 

Cancer and Capricorn etc. 

HOLIDAY! - Where shall we go on 

holiday? The children can locate 

places to go on holiday in relation 

to the Equator, latitude and 

longitude and relate this to their 

time zone, climate seasons and 

vegetation.  

 

 

https://www.geography.org.uk/teaching-resources/early-years-and-primary-resources
https://www.geography.org.uk/teaching-resources/early-years-and-primary-resources
https://www.geography.org.uk/teaching-resources/early-years-and-primary-resources
https://www.geography.org.uk/teaching-resources/early-years-and-primary-resources
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Hello World - To know 

about similarities and 

differences between 

themselves and others. 

 

Traditions and 

celebrations around the 

world - To know about 

similarities and 

differences between 

themselves and others, 

and among families, 

communities and 

traditions. 

Hello Britain – Look at 

the landscape of Britain. 

Where are the longest 

rivers? What are the 

highest mountains? What 

seas surround us?  

 

Our Place – Study our 

local landscape through 

field work at Woodland 

Wednesdays. Include 

familiarisation with keys 

skills identified in final 

section 

 

What’s the weather like? 

- What’s the weather like 

today? What about in 

other parts of the UK? 

Children to undertake 

daily weather reporting 

duties for the local area. 

What things can affect 

the weather? Link to 

global warming issues. 

Where are the sunny and 

shady places in our school 

grounds? What’s ‘our 

place’ like? 

  

Animals of the World – 

Comparing the fauna of 

different areas of the 

planet to our own and 

understanding the impact 

of physical and seasonal 

differences to the wildlife 

we find there. 

 

Life in an African Village - 

Comparing African village 

to us. Focus on currency, 

trade communications, and 

politics. 

 

 

 

 

Our European 

Neighbours – Compare 

Paris and London in terms 

of human and physical 

geography. What is life 

like in other parts of 

Europe? How does 

Southern Europe 

compare to Northern 

Europe? Depth study of 

one country to compare 

to life in Stone.  

 

Local Settlement and 

Land Use – Local 

settlement & land use 

through fieldwork at 

Woodland Wednesday. 

The child can identify and 

sequence a range of 

settlement sizes from 

village to city. 

 

 

Coastal Regions – look at 

the impact of coastal 

erosion on life in coastal 

towns. Investigate a 

coastal town through 

travel presentation work.  

Stars and Stripes – 

Explore life in the USA, its 

cities and study what it 

would be like to visit the 

region. Distribution of 

natural resources such as 

water, Rivers.  

 

Take me to the River - 

The children can use 

simple geographical 

vocabulary to describe a 

river and mountain 

environment in the UK 

and abroad. They can 

describe the water cycle 

in sequences. 

 

Extreme Earth - They can 

describe and understand 

key aspects of physical 

geography including 

earthquakes, volcanoes, 

rivers and mountains. 

Become an Explorer – 

Life as an explorer, living 

in the Polar regions. 

 

Earth Matters: Biomes 

and vegetation - impact 

of humans on Biomes 

 

Breath taking Brazil – 

Urbanisation of Brazil, 

impact of humans on the 

rain forest, Rio and 

tourism in Brazil, Brazilian 

culture. 

Globe trotters: Natural resources 

and global trade – Positive and 

negative impacts of global trade. 

 

Exploring Asia: In depth study of 

either China, India or Japan – 

School life in these countries, 

cultural differences, traditions 

and celebrations. 

 

HOLIDAY! – Landmarks and key 

physical and cultural sights to see 

in each place. 
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Traditions and 

celebrations around the 

world - To know about 

similarities and 

differences between 

themselves and others, 

and among families, 

Hello Britain – 

Understand the distances 

involved in the geography 

of our country. How far is 

it from one part of the 

county to another? 

 

Animals of the World – 

touch on migration and see 

how we are connected to 

different parts of the globe 

through migration of 

animals 

 

Our European 

Neighbours - Explore the 

political changes to clarify 

Britain’s place in Europe  

 

Coastal Regions - 

Understand the physical 

Stars and Stripes - 

Describe and compare 

similarities and 

differences between 

some regions in Europe 

and North. For example, 

the Rockies and the Alps. 

Become an Explorer – 

How do Explorers 

communicate?  

 

Earth Matters: Biomes 

and vegetation – 

Exploring the 

Globe trotters: Natural resources 

and global trade – Trade routes. 

Create a world food map to see 

where our goods come from and 

work out the miles our dinner has 

travelled to reach our plates. 



communities and 

traditions. 

 

Hello World - To know 

about similarities and 

differences between 

themselves and others. 

 

Transport – explore how 

the country is connected 

together via its transport 

networks.  

 

Map Makers – discuss the 

importance on maps in 

connecting the world and 

improving our 

communications. 

 

Life in an African village - 

Comparing African village 

to us. Focus on currency, 

trade communications, and 

politics. 

 

and human geography of 

the UK and explain why 

some regions are 

different from others, 

(research a coastal 

locality and make a travel 

agent style presentation 

to a group of people to 

promote the human and 

physical characteristics of 

the area and how they 

combine to form a unique 

environment). Discuss the 

importance of coastal 

area and link to trade. 

Are these links as 

important today? Why do 

Coastal areas struggle to 

attract industry today 

compared to the past? 

How do these compare 

with UK mountains? 

London vs New York 

 

Take me to the River – 

How have rivers been 

used to communicate and 

trade? Explore the Rhine 

and its importance to 

trade in Europe. Is this 

similar to the Thames? 

 

Extreme Earth – How so 

we communicate natural 

disasters and predict 

them? Can lessons be 

learnt from one disaster 

to another that will help 

us all?  

relationships between 

species in a Biome and 

the relationship of 

Biomes to each other. 

How do we all work 

together and what 

happens if this balance is 

disrupted? 

 

Breath taking Brazil – 

Tourism in Brazil. The 

impact of humans on the 

rain forest. 

Communication along the 

Amazon. 

Explore the impact of this on the 

environment. 

 

Exploring Asia: In depth study of 

either China, India or Japan – 

Our relationship as a country to 

either Japan, China or India. 

Comparing our school life to 

those of children in a different 

country. 

 

HOLIDAY! – Research travel to 

and within the chosen country 

including the costs verses 

environmental impact of your 

chosen destination.  
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Use junk modelling to 

create festival 

decorations. Talk about 

waste at celebration 

times and encourage 

children to think of ways 

they can create more 

sustainable celebrations.  

Look at litter and how it 

affects wildlife as we 

walk to woodland 

Wednesday’s. Take an 

audit of how much litter 

we see on the way. 

Create a ‘Stop litter’ local 

campaign to highlight 

this issue. 

Look at endangered 

species as part of our 

studies of animals of the 

world. Create a campaign 

to promote the issue and 

raise awareness. 

Focus on coastal erosion 

and the impact of this on 

our country.  

Look at pollution of 

waterways and the affect 

this has on the local 

environment and 

eventually the sea and its 

life.  

Focus on global warming 

and the affect on 

biomes. What happens if 

this balance is disrupted? 

 

 

Promote sustainability through 

Eco-tourism. How could we 

encourage people to make more 

environmentally friendly 

choices? 
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Develop critical thinking 

skills that allow pupils to 

know about similarities 

and differences in 

relation to places, 

objects, materials and 

living things. They talk 

about the features of 

- Name and locate 

the 4 countries and 

capital cities of the 

UK 

- Understand 

geographical 

similarities and 

differences through 

- Name and locate the 

worlds seven 

continents and five 

oceans 

- Compare the 

geographical 

similarities and 

difference of a small 

- Locate the world’s 

countries using 

maps to focus on 

Europe and North 

and South America, 

concentrating on 

environmental 

regions and key 

- What is a region? 

What different 

climates are there 

and why? Where 

are they? 

- Use symbols and 

key (including 

ordnance survey 

- Identify the position 

of latitude, 

longitude, equator 

N. and S. 

Hemisphere and the 

Tropics of Cancer 

and Capricorn, 

- Name and locate counties 

and cities of the UK, 

geographical regions and 

their identifying human and 

physical characteristics, key 

topographical features 

including hills, mountains, 

coasts and rivers and land 



their own immediate 

environment and how 

environments might vary 

from one another. 

studying a small 

part of the UK 

- Identify seasonal 

and daily weather 

patterns 

- Use basic 

geographical 

vocabulary 

- Use world maps, 

and globes to 

identify the UK and 

its countries 

- Use simple compass 

directions (N, E, S, 

W) and locational 

and directional 

language (near, far) 

- Use aerial 

photographs to 

recognise 

landmarks 

- Devise a simple map 

using a key 

- Use observational 

skills to study 

geography of school 

and local area 

 

 

 

 

part of the UK like 

Stone to a non-

European area like an 

African village 

- Identify seasonal 

weather patterns 

across the globe in 

relation to the 

Equator, North and 

South Poles.  

- Devise a simple map 

using compass 

directions and 

identifying landmarks  

- Use observational 

skills to create a map 

of surrounding area 

including human and 

physical features.  

 

physical and human 

characteristics, 

countries and major 

cities.  

- Name and locate 

counties and cities 

of the UK 

- Use 4 points of a 

compass and simple 

symbols and keys to 

build knowledge of 

UK 

- Use fieldwork to 

observe, record and 

present the human 

and physical 

features in the local 

area using sketch 

maps. 

- Understand 

geographical 

similarities and 

differences through 

the study of human 

and physical 

geography of a 

region of the UK 

- Identify key aspects 

of types of 

settlement and land 

use. 

maps) to build their 

knowledge of the 

United Kingdom and 

the wider world 

- 8 points of the 

compass and 4 

figure grid 

references when 

using maps. 

- Use fieldwork in 

Woodland 

Wednesday to 

observe, measure 

and present human 

and physical 

features in the local 

area 

- Describe and 

understand key 

aspects of rivers and 

the water cycle 

- Describe key 

aspects of 

volcanoes and 

earthquakes 

- Identify key aspects 

of types of 

settlement and land 

use and economic 

activity of places 

studied.  

 

- Analyse a variety of 

maps, atlases, 

globes and digital/ 

computer mapping 

to locate countries 

and describe 

features studied.  

- Use 8 points of the 

compass, four and 

six figure grid 

references and 

more complex 

symbols and keys 

including the use of 

OS maps. 

- Use field work to 

observe, measure, 

record and present 

the human and 

physical features in 

the local area. 

- Understand the 

similarities and 

differences of UK 

and a region of 

South America. 

- Identify key aspects 

of types of 

settlement, land 

use, economic 

activity and trade 

links. 

 

use patterns, and 

understand how some of 

these aspects have changed 

over time. 

- Identify the position of 

latitude, longitude, equator, 

N. and S. Hemisphere, the 

Tropics of Cancer and 

Capricorn, Artic and 

Antarctic Circle, the Prime/ 

Greenwich Meridian and 

time zones. 

- Evaluate and create a 

variety of maps, atlases, 

globes and digital computer 

mapping to locate countries 

and describe features 

studied.  

- Apply knowledge of maps, 

grid references, scales and 

keys to answer geographical 

questions comparing 

different places around the 

world. 

- Select from fieldwork skills 

in order to answer 

geographical enquiry. Use 

the information gathered to 

suggest changes. 

Understand geographical 

similarities and differences 

through the study of two 

contrasting places in the 

world. 

- Compare key aspects of 

settlement and land use, 

economic activity, trade 



links, and the distribution of 

natural resources including 

energy, food, minerals and 

water. 
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By the end of the unit 

pupils will know / You can 

assess… 

 

The Globe Where are we 

from? Where are our 

family from? What 

holidays have we been 

on/places have we 

visited? Pupils show they 

can talk about their 

immediate environment 

and how environments 

on holiday vary. 

Suggested assessment – 

Presentation about 

holidays  

 

 

Barnaby Bear and the 

Seasons - Pupils can talk 

about and identify the 

different seasons and 

how clothing changes as 

the weather changes. 

Suggested assessment – 

match the clothes to the 

season.  

 

Landmarks - What is a 

landmark? Are there any 

near school? Look at local 

By the end of the unit 

pupils will know / You can 

assess… 

 

Hello Britain – In depth 

study of UK and its four 

countries with Barnaby 

Bear and his travel 

journal 

Name and locate the 4 

countries and capital 

cities of the UK. 

Understand geographical 

similarities and 

differences through 

studying a small part of 

the UK. Use world maps, 

and globes to identify the 

UK and its countries 

Suggested assessment – 

Map test on UK and its 

regions. 

 

Our Place – Study of the 

local area through field 

work. Use basic 

geographical vocabulary 

Use simple compass 

directions (N, E, S, W) 

and locational and 

directional language 

(near, far) 

By the end of the unit 

pupils will know / You can 

assess… 

 

Animals of the World –  

Name and locate the 

world’s seven continents 

and five oceans. Identify 

seasonal weather patterns 

across the globe in relation 

to the Equator, North and 

South Poles.  

Suggested assessment – 

Map test on the world and 

its regions 

 

Map Makers – Using an 

atlas, compass points, 

aerial views and plan 

perspectives, reading maps, 

designing and making maps 

and 3D maps  

Suggested Assessment - 

Devise a simple map using 

compass directions and 

identifying landmarks  

Use observational skills to 

create a map of 

surrounding area including 

human and physical 

features.  

 

By the end of the unit 

pupils will know / You can 

assess… 

 

Our European 

Neighbours - Facts about 

Europe, countries of 

Europe, features of 

European countries, 

capital cities of Europe, 

London vs Paris, and an 

individual country study. 

Identify key aspects of 

types of settlement and 

land use. Locate the 

world’s countries using 

maps to focus on Europe 

concentrating on 

environmental regions 

and key physical and 

human characteristics, 

countries and major 

cities.  

Suggested Assessment – 

Map test on Europe 

identifying different 

countries and 

geographical features. 

 

Local Settlement and 

Land Use –Key aspects of 

types of settlement and 

By the end of the unit 

pupils will know / You can 

assess… 

 

Stars and Stripes -  

Exploring the States, 

landscapes, American 

cities, national Parks, 

natural phenomena, 

farming in the USA, 

visiting America. What is 

a region? What different 

climates are there and 

why? Where are they? 

Identify key aspects of 

types of settlement and 

land use and economic 

activity of places studied.  

Suggested assessment - 

Compare the Rockies to 

the Alps and British 

mountains. 

 

Take me to the River 

Explore rivers and the 

water cycle. Focus on 

Rivers of Europe and 

make comparisons to 

rivers of UK. Use symbols 

and key (including 

ordnance survey maps) 

to build their knowledge 

By the end of the unit 

pupils will know / You can 

assess… 

 

Become an Explorer – 

Examine Shackleton’s 

Antarctica, identify skills 

it would take to be an 

explorer, develop map 

skills with focus on 

reading ordinance survey 

maps six figure gird 

references, prime 

meridian and time zones. 

Include a UK focus on 

locating and describing 

several physical 

environments.  

Suggested assessment – 

Map test using 6 figure 

maps and ordinance 

survey. 

 

Breath taking Brazil - 

Where is Brazil? Physical 

Geography of Brazil, The 

Amazon Rainforest, 

Urbanisation Rio de 

Janeiro, Tourist 

Attractions, Brazilian 

Culture. Identify the 

position of latitude, 

By the end of the unit pupils will 

know / You can assess… 

 

Globe trotters: Natural resources 

and global trade -  

Land Use, burning gas, clean 

energy, timber, paper, rubber & 

steel production, glass and 

concrete, global trade. Apply 

knowledge of maps, grid 

references, scales and keys to 

answer geographical questions 

comparing different places 

around the world.  

Suggested assessment - Compare 

key aspects of settlement and 

land use, economic activity, trade 

links, and the distribution of 

natural resources including 

energy, food, minerals and water 

of UK and another country in the 

world. 

 

 

Exploring Asia: In depth study of 

either China, India or Japan - 

Where is Japan/China/India? 

Latitude and Longitude, 

Earthquakes or Natural Disasters, 

Physical Geography, Culture, 

School Life. Revise the position of 

latitude, longitude, equator, N. 



area and local landmarks. 

They talk about the 

features of their own 

immediate environment 

and how environments 

might vary from one 

another. 

Suggested assessment – 

Design a landmark for the 

school. Explain why this 

landmark would suit our 

environment. 

Use aerial photographs 

to recognise landmarks 

Devise a simple map 

using a key. Use 

observational skills to 

study geography of 

school and local area 

Suggested Assessment – 

orienteering challenge at 

forest school. 

 

What’s the Weather like? 

Study the weather in 

different parts of the 

world and undertake a 

depth study of the 

weather in our location. 

Identify seasonal and 

daily weather patterns 

Suggested assessment – 

Individual weather 

reports as a presentation 

 

Transport 

Look at History 

progression for these 

ideas. 

 

 

 

 

Life in an African Village -

Where is Kenya (choose 

village in Kenya to focus 

on)? Weather and climate, 

Kenya's African Animals, 

Kenya's landscapes, people 

and culture, compare 

Kenyan village and Stone 

Suggested assessment - 

Compare the geographical 

similarities and difference 

of a small part of the UK 

like Stone to a non-

European area like an 

African village 

-  

land use. Sketch maps of 

local area. Name and 

locate counties and cities 

of the UK. Use 4 points of 

a and simple symbols and 

keys to build knowledge 

of UK. Use fieldwork to 

observe, record and 

present the human and 

physical features in the 

local area using sketch 

maps. Identify key 

aspects of types of 

settlement and land use. 

Suggested assessment - 

Compare the 

geographical similarities 

and differences of 

Buckinghamshire to 

another region of the UK. 

 

Coastal Regions - Coastal 

Erosion, physical 

features, coastal 

defences, Britain's 

beaches. 

Suggested assessment - 

Describe coastal areas by 

making a travel 

presentation noting 

changes in land use. 

 

of the United Kingdom 

and the wider world, 

with focus on river 

locations. Use 8 points of 

the compass and 4 figure 

grid references when 

using maps. Use 

fieldwork in Woodland 

Wednesday to observe, 

measure and present 

human and physical 

features in the local area 

with focus on rivers. 

Identify key aspects of 

types of settlement and 

land use and economic 

activity of places studied.  

Suggested assessment - 

Describe and understand 

key aspects of rivers and 

the water cycle. 

 

Extreme Earth – explore 

the impact of volcanoes 

and earthquakes on 

different regions of the 

world.  

Suggested assessment - 

Describe key aspects of 

volcanoes and 

earthquakes 

longitude, equator N. 

and S. Hemisphere and 

the Tropics of Cancer 

and Capricorn in relation 

to Brazil, analyse a 

variety of maps, atlases, 

globes and digital/ 

computer.  

Suggested assessment - 

Understand the 

similarities and 

differences of UK and a 

region of South America 

by identify key aspects of 

types of settlement in 

Brazil, land use, 

economic activity and 

trade links compared to 

UK. 

 

Earth Matters: Biomes 

and vegetation -   

Main land biomes of the 

world, understand the 

interdependency of 

organisms, consider the 

adaptations of living 

things and how their 

adaptations have enabled 

them to survive, 

understand 

interdependence of 

ecosystems and know 

about global 

environmental problems 

and solutions  

and S. Hemisphere, the Tropics of 

Cancer and Capricorn, Artic and 

Antarctic Circle, the Prime/ 

Greenwich Meridian and time 

zones. 

Evaluate and create a variety of 

maps, atlases, globes and digital 

computer mapping to locate 

countries of Asia and describe 

features studied.  

Suggested assessment – 

Extended writing task on life in 

Japan 

 

HOLIDAY! – Pupils given a budget 

and asked to design their dream 

holiday. They must research 

flights, tourist destinations, 

natural sights they might want to 

see, places to stay as part of their 

budget. Investigate Eco tourism 

through Woodland Wednesday. 

Understand geographical 

similarities and differences 

through the study of two 

contrasting places in the world. 

Suggested assessment – Sales 

pitch on Ecotourism  



Suggested assessment - 

research a biome and 

role-play life as an 

indigenous person living 

in the biome 

 

An Explanation of this Curriculum 

This curriculum has been designed to adhere to the national curriculum in Geography for key stages 1 and 2 as well as the Early Years Frame Work. As well 

as these guiding principals Stone School have devised their own set themes, which we feel as a school reflect our values. We have prioritised skills and 

subject areas that provide students with the tools they will need to achieve their best in our ever-changing world. It is therefore fundamental to this 

curriculum that the skills for life of resilience, resourcefulness, readiness, reflectiveness and responsibility, or the 5Rs, are ever present in our teaching 

approach and our choice of subject.  

In Geography what this means is a focus not only on the skills of Geography, such as map work and field work, but also on threads of understanding being 

woven through our learning. Once such thread is Communication. We believe that understanding and interpreting our world is best done when children 

have a thorough appreciation of how interconnected the world is and therefore Communication is a theme that runs throughout all of our topic areas. We 

are also keen to promote an understanding of global difference and similarity, so we focus our studies on understanding ‘Life in’ a different country and 

culture. This enables us to explore the differences and similarities between ourselves and our neighbouring countries and well as societies across the globe.  

Another key area for us to prioritise to our students is Sustainability. This is why there are opportunities throughout every year group to focus on 

Sustainability, whether that be through local litter campaigns in year 1 on our way to Woodland Wednesday, or through the exploration and promotion of 

eco-tourism as a sustainable holiday alternative in year 6. 

We are fortunate at Stone to be surrounded by beautiful countryside. Our curriculum takes this into account and aims to develop our student’s 

appreciation of the local environment. Geography teaching takes place entirely outside in our Woodland Wednesday sessions for a half term a year. We 

also have built in lots of opportunity to carry out fieldwork through suggested assessments of map work and orienteering activities.  

Finally, our curriculum aims to give students the opportunity to explore the whole world and we have given different year groups different parts of the 

globe to explore, ensuring that by the time students reach year six they will have travelled the 5 continents of the world, with focused study in each along 

the way.  

 


