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How have I 
changed since I 
was a baby? 
Reflectiveness - 
children will reflect 
on their lives so far 
to draw 
conclusions about 
change. 

Changes within 
living memory – 
toys and games 
Transport 
Readiness - 
children will be 
ready to compare 
their own 
experiences to 
those of others 

Events beyond living 
memory that are 
significant nationally– 
Great Fire of London 
Responsibility – 
Children will learn 
lessons from the 
Great Fire of London 
about our own 
responsibility towards 
fire safety. 

Changes in Britain 
from Stone Age to 
Iron Age 
Resilience – 
Children will see 
how resilient the 
ancient people of 
this country had to 
be to survive. 

Roman Empire and 
its impact on 
Britain 
Resourcefulness – 
Children will 
understand the 
resourcefulness 
and inventions of 
the Romans and 
the impact that this 
had on Britain.  

British history 
beyond 1066 – 
Elizabethan 
England 
Children to reflect 
on the birth of the 
Church of England 
and the impact 
changes to religion 
had on normal 
people’s lives.  

British history 
beyond 1066 – 
Victorian Britain 
and Industrial 
Revolution 
Resourcefulness – 
Children to 
understand the 
major impact on 
the development 
of the modern 
world from this era 
of British 
resourcefulness. 

Why do we wear 
different clothes 
during the year? 
Resourcefulness - 
Children will think 
about how we use 
the resources 
around us to our 
best advantage 

Significant 
individuals from 
the past – 
Christopher 
Columbus and 
Grace O’Malley 
Resourcefulness – 
Children will 
understand where 
some resources 
come from and 
how Columbus and 
O’Malley were 
intent on 
increasing the 
resources of their 
nations. 

Significant historical 
events, people and 
places in their own 
locality – Roald Dahl 
(RAF, war, Great 
Missenden/Aylesbury) 
Reflectiveness – 
Children will reflect 
on the significance of 
a great local figure to 
our local history 

Ancient Egyptians 
Readiness – 
Children will be 
ready to learn 
about and 
compare different 
ancient peoples 
and their practices 
to those others in 
the ancient world 
and to our lives 
today 

Britain’s settlement 
by Anglo-Saxons 
and Scots 
Resilience – 
Children will focus 
on the resilience of 
the Anglo-Saxons 
and Scots in 
developing farming 
methods and early 
British societies. 
 

Mayans 
Responsibility – 
Children to 
understand they 
have a 
responsibility to 
look beyond our 
own shores and 
understand the 
history of different 
parts of the world 
that was occurring 
at the same time as 
our own large 
events.  

Local study – WWI 
and Stone 
Responsibility – 
Children to 
understand the 
responsibility of 
each generation to 
honour the impact 
of local heroes.  



What are our 
favourite 
celebrations during 
the year? 
Responsibility - 
children will 
understand their 
responsibility to 
learn about 
different customs 
to our own. 

Significant 
individuals from 
the past – Neil 
Armstrong and 
Katharine Johnson 
Resilience – 
Children will see 
how significant 
individuals had to 
over come hurdles 
to achieve their 
goals 

Significant historical 
events, people and 
places – national or 
international 
achievements – 
Florence Nightingale 
and Mary Seacole 
Readiness – Children 
will be ready to 
compare the lives of 
these women and see 
the dual importance 
of their contribution 
to medicine. 

Ancient Greeks 
Reflectiveness – 
Children will reflect 
on the way the 
ancient Greeks still 
influence our lives 
today, from 
language to 
thinking, theatre to 
politics with a 
particular focus on 
the birth of 
democracy 

Viking and Anglo-
Saxon struggle for 
kingdom of 
England up to 
1066 
Readiness – 
Children to 
understand the 
struggle for these 
isles and the 
readiness of others 
to fight over them. 

Local study – 
English Civil War 
Resilience – 
Children to 
understand the 
tremendous impact 
of civil war on a 
nation and see how 
families were torn 
apart for their 
political beliefs 
during this 
turbulent period in 
British history. 
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Today, yesterday, 
tomorrow, the 
present, the past, the 
future, day, week, 
month Long ago, old, 
new/recent, parent, 
grand parent, great 
grandparent, Clue, 
memory, lifetime, 
calendar, Who? 
What? materials, 
plastic, remember 

Living memory, 
remembers, 
materials, 
mechanical, 
inventions 
grandparents’ time, 
the older generation 
Year, decade, 
century, ancient, 
modern, long ago, 
timeline, date order, 
Similar, different, 
because, important, 
explorers, Columbus, 
travel, encounter, 
impact, brave, 
pioneer, Atlantic 
Ocean, America 
Photograph, camera, 
detective, opinion, 
artefact, Armstrong, 
Johnson, Moon 
landings, NASA 

Chronological order, 
era/period, The Tudors, 
The Stuarts, plotters, 
Parliament, secret, 
Catholic, Protestant, 
traitor, treason, The 
Great Fire of London, 
Samuel Pepys, diary, 
danger, Christopher 
Wren, St Paul’s 
Cathedral Aviation, 
dispute, service/duty, 
pilot, Royal air 
force/RAF Experts, 
opinion, artefact, 
What…? When…? 
Where…? Germs, 
hygiene, Crimean War, 
prejudice   

Stone Age, Iron Age, 
chronological order, 
era/period, B.C.E 
(Before the Common 
Era) 
C.E (The Common 
Era), B.C (Before 
Christ), A.D (Anno 
Domini), millennium, 
thousands of years, 
Bronze Age, hunter-
gatherer, Neolithic, 
sacrifice, nomad 
Change, continuity, 
this suggests… may 
be, perhaps, could 
be, primary sources, 
secondary source, 
myths and legends, 
oral history, 
museum, conquest, 
revolt, outpost, 
colony, 
gods/goddesses, 
invention, 
archaeologist, 
archaeology, 
sources, pharaoh, 
pyramid Athens, 
Sparta, trade, 
culture, theatre, 
education, 
gods/goddesses, 
importance, 
significance, legacy, 
impact, effects, 
reason 

Romans, invasion, 
civilisation, Emperor, 
Caesar, republic, 
empire, 
army/soldiers, 
resistance, conquest, 
revolt, Latin this 
source suggests 
that…this source 
doesn’t show 
that…reliable 
could have been… 
might have been…, 
may be, impact, 
effects, 
consequences, 
legacy, significance, 
impression, change, 
continuity, cause/s, 
infer, suggest, my 
conclusion is that…. 
historian 
 

Armada, Tudors, 
Monarch, Catholic, 
Protestant, Pope, 
Rome, Reformation, 
extent of 
change…extent of 
continuity…turning 
point 
The Break with 
Rome, divorce, male 
heir,  
Reliability, source, 
Central America, 
civilisation, Maya, 
society, legacy, 
impact, trade Civil 
War, Roundhead, 
Cavalier, parliament, 
Oliver Cromwell, King 
Charles, pike, pike 
man, Stuarts, to 
weigh up both sides, 
on one hand, 
different experiences 

this source suggests 
that…this source 
doesn’t show 
that…reliable, could 
have been…might 
have been…may be, 
impact, effects, 
consequences could 
have been…might 
have been…may be, 
impact, effects, 
consequences, 
legacy, significance, 
cause/s 
extent of continuity 
extent of change 
My conclusion is 
that… Conscription, 
influenza, 
remembrance, 
memorial, prisoner 
of war, aviation 
 

 

 

 



  Key Stage 1 Key Stage 2 

National 
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 EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

C
o

m
m

u
n

ic
at

io
n

 

How have I changed 
since I was a baby? 
 
 

Changes within 
living memory – 
toys and games 
transport 

Events beyond living 
memory that are 
significant nationally 
or globally – Great 
Fire of London 

Changes in Britain 
from Stone Age to Iron 
Age 

Roman Empire 
and its impact 
on Britain (focus 
on the Roman 
army and 
invasion of 
Britain) 

British history 
beyond 1066 – 
Elizabethan 
England 

British history 
beyond 1066 – 
Victorian Britain 
and Industrial 
Revolution 

What is a timeline? How people moved 
around to see each 
other/trade/work/ 
school 

Communication with 
emergency services 

Cave paintings and 
Iron Age art 

Organised 
infrastructure – 
roads, forts 

Francis Drake and 
trade 

Transport – 
railways, canals, 
roads 

Photos/drawings   Samuel Pepys’ diary Technology and travel 
in the Stone Age 

Latin Spanish Armada Transatlantic 
Slave Trade 

   https://www.bbc.co.uk 
/news 
/science-environment-
42939192 
 
Early man in Britain 
had dark skill 
according to recent 
research. 

Newspapers, 
calendar, laws, 
census (written 
on stone and 
metal) 

  

    Trade   

    Fall of the 
Roman Empire 

  

Remember: we can 
use a timeline to put 
things in time order. 

Remember: we 
can compare how 
things were in the 
past to how things 
are today. 

Remember: there are 
records of what have 
happened in the past 
(artefacts)  

Remember: stone age 
people communicated 
verbally and in 
pictures. 

Remember: the 
Romans had a 
huge empire 
and brought 
new things to 
Britain. 

Remember: 
people discovered 
new lands and 
trade through 
long sea voyages. 

Remember: 
industrialisation 
meant the need 
for quicker 
transport and 
more labourers.  

Why do we wear 
different clothes 
during the year? 

Significant 
individuals from 
the past – 

Significant historical 
events, people and 
places in their own 

Ancient Egypt Britain’s 
settlement by 
Anglo-Saxons 

Mayans Local study – 
WWI and Stone 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-42939192
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-42939192
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-42939192
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-42939192


Christopher 
Columbus and 
Grace O’Malley 

locality – Roald Dahl 
(RAF, war, Great 
Missenden/Aylesbury) 

and Scots 

Pictures/videos of 
different types of 
transport and 
weather 

Transport - boats Stories Hieroglyphics  Alphabet Number system Communication in 
the war 

  Musical film – Chitty 
Chitty Bang Bang 

The Nile Trade Writing system War heroes - 
memorial and 
graves in Stone  

  Johnny Smythe joined 
the RAF when he 
knew the British were 
going to war with 
Hitler. He was from 
Sierra Leone and was 
incensed by Hitler’s 
treatment of black 
people. He was 
trained at Westcott 
airfield and flew raids 
into Germany. On one 
he was shot down and 
spent the rest of the 
war in a prisoner-of-
war camp in 
Germany.  

Drawings on pottery – 
Gods and demi-Gods 

 Trade of cocoa 
bean 

 

     First contact with 
outside world 

 

Remember: we wear 
different clothes 
depending on the 
weather. 

Remember: 
Christopher 
Columbus’ boats 
were: La Santa 
Maria, The Nina 
and The Pinta. 

Remember: Johnny 
Smythe was in the 
RAF and was 
captured during 
WWII. 

Remember: Egyptian 
life and beliefs can be 
seen in their drawings 
and writing called 
Hieroglyphs.  

Remember: the 
Anglo Saxons 
used an 
alphabet called 
runes. 

Remember: the 
Mayans had a 
number system 
using lines, dots 
and pictures of 
cocoa beans. 

Remember: we 
can visit the war 
memorial to 
think about the 
people who gave 
up their lives for 
our freedom. 



What are our 
favourite 
celebrations during 
the year? 

Significant 
individuals from 
the past – Neil 
Armstrong and 
Katharine Johnson 

Significant historical 
events, people and 
places – national or 
international 
achievements – 
Florence Nightingale 
and Mary Seacole 
 
 

Ancient Greece Viking and 
Anglo-Saxon 
struggle for 
kingdom of 
England up to 
1066 

Local study – 
English Civil War 

 

Photos/videos of 
different celebrations 

  Athens vs Sparta Raiders and 
invaders 

Battles of the Civil 
War – local view 

 

Artefacts/decorations 
from different 
celebrations 

  Alphabet Storytelling and 
myths 

  

Timeline of 
celebrations 
throughout the year 

  Trade and navies    

 Remember: we use 
decorations to help 
us celebrate. 

Remember: Neil 
Armstrong was the 
first person to 
walk on the moon. 

Remember: Mary 
Seacole was a nurse 
in the Crimean War. 

Remember: Ancient 
Greece was made up 
of small city states. 

Remember: 
Vikings crossed 
the North Sea in 
boats to plunder 
and invade. 

Remember: 
Cavaliers 
(Royalists) fought 
the Roundheads 
(Parliamentarians)  

 

 

 

 

 

  Key Stage 1 Key Stage 2 

National 
Curriculum 

   

 EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Li
f e in …

 How have I 
changed since I 
was a baby? 

Changes within 
living memory – 
toys and games 
transport 

Events beyond living 
memory that are 
significant nationally 

Changes in Britain 
from Stone Age to 
Iron Age 

Roman Empire and its 
impact on Britain 

British history 
beyond 1066 – 
Elizabethan 
England 

British history 
beyond 1066 – 
Victorian Britain 



or globally – Great 
Fire of London 

and Industrial 
Revolution 

Skills and 
milestones 

Changes and 
continuity for toys 
and games 
 
Focus on Lonnie 
Johnson, African 
American inventor 
of the super 
soaker and former 
Nasa scientist. 

House materials, 
being built close 
together 

Neolithic hunter 
gatherers and early 
farmers e.g. Skara 
Brae 

Life in a Roman food – 
concrete, heating, 
bath house, sewers, 
aquaduct etc. 

Life in Elizabethan 
Aylesbury 

Victorian Schools 

How has their 
family changed? 

Changes and 
continuity for 
different modes of 
transport 

Safety  Iron Age hill forts 
and tribal kingdoms 

Arts and 
entertainment - 
Mosaics and statues 
(art) 

Clothing Children  

Physical changes  Cause and 
consequence  

Farming Food  Theatre Toys 

  Life on the streets of 
London e.g. shops 

Culture Black Romans in 
Britain 
https://www.history.co.uk 

/article/the-history-of-

black-britain-roman-

africans 

Black Elizabethans  
Shakespeare’s 
Othello 

Factories 

  Rats     Inventors and 
inventions 

Remember: 
Babies grow in to 
toddlers then in to 
children. 

Remember: cars 
and toys have 
changed over 
time especially 
how they look 
and what they 
are made from. 

Remember: many 
houses used to be 
made of wood with 
thatched rooves 
which meant fire can 
spread quickly if they 
were close together. 

Remember: 
Nomadic 
Mesolithic hunter 
gatherers began to 
settle and by the 
end of the 
Neolithic period 
they lived in small 
farming 
communities. 

Remember:  
Romans brought 
many different 
modern 
technologies to 
Britain like sewers 
and under floor 
heating. 

Remember: 
Elizabethans loved 
being entertained 
at the theatre, 
William 
Shakespeare was a 
famous 
playwriter. 

Remember: many 
children worked 
in factories which 
was very 
dangerous. Later 
in Victorian times 
laws were passed 
to protect 
children and send 
them to school. 

Why do we wear 
different clothes 
during the year? 

Significant 
individuals from 
the past – 

Significant historical 
events, people and 
places in their own 

Ancient Egypt Britain’s 
settlement by 
Anglo-Saxons and 

Mayans Local study – WWI 
and Stone 

https://www.history.co.uk/article/the-history-of-black-britain-roman-africans
https://www.history.co.uk/article/the-history-of-black-britain-roman-africans
https://www.history.co.uk/article/the-history-of-black-britain-roman-africans
https://www.history.co.uk/article/the-history-of-black-britain-roman-africans


Christopher 
Columbus and 
Grace O’Malley 

locality – Roald Dahl 
(RAF, war, Great 
Missenden/Aylesbury) 

Scots 

Changes over time 
– seasons, 
sequential order 

Life at sea Life in the RAF Theatre - roles of 
men and women 
e.g. only men were 
allowed to act; 
women didn’t have 
any rights 

Clothing, houses, food Family, jobs Women getting 
the vote 

Transport in 
different weathers 
and for different 
reasons 

Discoveries e.g. 
foods that were 
brought back to 
this country 

Role in the war Clothing, houses 
and furniture 
demonstrated rank 

Beliefs Sport and games Trenches 

  Life in 
Buckinghamshire 

Farming Role of women vs 
men 

Culture Home front 

     Farming  

Remember: some 
transport like cars 
and buses have a 
roof which is good 
for bad weather. 

Remember: new 
foods like 
tomatoes, 
potatoes and 
cocoa were 
brought back from 
‘The New World’. 

Remember: life as a 
captured POW was 
very hard.  
 
There were rations 
on food. 

Remember: rich 
and poor people 
wore different 
clothes and lived in 
different types of 
homes. 

Remember: Anglo 
Saxon were 
superstitious and 
believed in lucky 
charms. 

Remember: Maya 
farmers cleared 
jungle using 
slashing and 
burning and grew 
crops in the rainy 
season. 

Remember: 
trenches provided 
fighting cover on 
the front lines. 

What are our 
favourite 
celebrations 
during the year? 

Significant 
individuals from 
the past – Neil 
Armstrong and 
Katharine Johnson 

Significant historical 
events, people and 
places – national or 
international 
achievements – 
Florence Nightingale 
and Mary Seacole 
 

 

Ancient Greece Viking and Anglo-
Saxon struggle for 
kingdom of England 
up to 1066 

Local study – 
English Civil War 

 

Which festivals do 
we enjoy 
celebrating with 
our families at 
home? 

Education Roles of women/race Role of women 
(Spartan vs 
Athenean) 

Viking life Women in English 
Civil War 

 



Explore 
celebrations in 
different 
communities in 
the UK. Notting 
Hill Carnival, 
Chinese New Year 
for example 

Space  Nursing Theatre/Olympics Viking women   

  Role of women Hygiene and medicine Ancient Greek 
Pottery and 
depictions of 
‘Ethiopians’ 

   

  Comparison between 
Mary Seacole and 

Florence Nightingale – 
debate/persuasive 
writing as to why 

Mary Seacole should 
be given a 

medal/statue in her 
honour.  

    

 Remember: 
different 
communities have 
different 
celebrations. 

Remember: 
Katherine Johnson 
used maths to 
work out the path 
for a spaceship to 
orbit the earth 
and land on the 
moon. 

Remember: Florence 
Nightingale showed 
how important it was 
to keep things clean 
when looking after 
sick people (washing 
hands/ sheets/ 
floors). 

Remember: In 
Sparta Women had 
rights but in Athens 
Women were seen 
as property and 
had no rights. 

Remember: most 
Vikings were farmers 
and everyone in a 
community lived 
together in a 
longhouse. 

Remember: some 
women took on 
nursing roles in 
the civil war and 
others were used 
as spies. 
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How have I 
changed since I 
was a baby? 

Changes within 
living memory – 
toys and games 
Transport 
 

Events beyond living 
memory that are 
significant nationally 
or globally – Great 
Fire of London 

Changes in Britain 
from Stone Age to 
Iron Age 

Roman Empire and 
its impact on 
Britain 

British history 
beyond 1066 – 
Elizabethan England 

British history 
beyond 1066 – 
Victorian Britain 
and Industrial 
Revolution 

  The King’s role Bronze  Age religion 
– burial sites etc. 

Emperors – Julius 
Caesar  

Henry VIII – break 
with Rome 

Queen Victoria 

  Sir Christopher Wren Stonehenge Governance and 
the army 

Elizabeth I – fake 
news – depictures in 
artwork 

 

    Roman Gods 
(could cover in 
English) 

  

  Remember: King 
Charles II created fire 
breaks by tearing 
down wooden houses 
during the Great Fire 
of London to stop the 
fire spreading. 

Remember: bronze 
age burial mounds 
are called barrows. 

Remember: The 
Roman army was 
made up of the 
legion and the 
ancillaries and 
was used to 
control and 
conquer. 

Remember: Henry 
VIII created the 
(Protestant) Church 
of England. 

Remember: Queen 
Victoria reigned 
for 63 years and 
created a large 
British Empire. 

Why do we wear 
different clothes 
during the year? 

Significant 
individuals from 
the past – 
Christopher 
Columbus and 
Grace O’Malley 

Significant historical 
events, people and 
places in their own 
locality – Roald Dahl 
(RAF, war, Great 
Missenden/Aylesbury) 

Ancient Egypt Britain’s 
settlement by 
Anglo-Saxons and 
Scots 

Mayans Local study – WWI 
and Stone 

 Debate – whose 

crew would you 

like to join? 

World War 2 (age 
appropriate) 

Pyramids Invasion Gods Causes of the war 



Christopher 

Columbus’ or 

Grace O’Malley’s 

   After-life, 
Tutankhamen’s 
tomb 

Alfred the 
Great 

Pakal the Great  

   Egyptian Gods    

 Remember: Grace 
O’Malley is one of 
the most famous 
pirates of all time 
and came from 
Ireland. 

Remember: Roald Dal 
was a WW2 Fighter 
pilot and flew a 
Gloster Gladiator.   

Remember: 
Pyramids are tombs 
built to help a 
Pharaoh on the 
journey to the 
afterlife. 

Remember: Alfred 
stopped the 
Vikings from 
advancing south 
and promoted 
learning. 

Remember: Pakal 
ruled for 68 years 
and it was his job to 
keep the gods 
happy. 

Remember: one 
reason for the 
start of WW1 was 
the assassination 
of the Archduke 
Franz Ferdinand in 
1914. 

What are our 
favourite 
celebrations 
during the year? 

Significant 
individuals from 
the past – Neil 
Armstrong and 
Katharine Johnson 

Significant historical 
events, people and 
places – national or 
international 
achievements – 
Florence Nightingale 
and Mary Seacole 
 
 

Ancient Greece Viking and Anglo-
Saxon struggle for 
kingdom of 
England up to 
1066 

Local study – English 
Civil War 

 

Christmas, Easter, 
Diwali, Chinese 
New Year etc. 

African/American 
background and 
the impact e.g. 
segregation 

Why was there a 
Crimean war? 

Gods and beliefs Study of Dangeld  Causes of the Civil 
War 

 

   Athens vs Sparta Viking Gods - 
myths 

Difference between 
Cavaliers and 
Roundheads 

 

   Democracy Laws and justice Execution of the 
King 

 

     Last Anglo-Saxon 
kings 

Oliver Cromwell  

Remember Remember: we 
celebrate things in 

Remember: 
because Katherine 

Remember: Russia 
wanted to expand its 

Remember: Ancient 
Greeks believed 

Remember: 
Dangeld was a tax 

Remember: Oliver 
Cromwell led the 

 



different ways 
and by eating 
different food. 

Johnson was 
African American 
she forced to 
work, eat and go 
to the toilet in a 
different place to 
people who were 
white. 

empire by taking 
control of the Crimea. 

that that the Greek 
Gods held power 
over every part of 
their life (work, 
love, battle etc.). 

used by King 
Ethelred to raise 
money to protect 
his kingdom 
against Viking 
invaders. 

Parliamentarian 
army against King 
Charles I and then 
became Lord 
Protector. 

 

 

  Key Stage 1 Key Stage 2 

National 
Curriculum 

   

 EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
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Chronological understanding 

I can place known 
events in the order of 
when they 
happened…e.g. My 
Life timeline 
 
 

I can place known 
events in the order 
of when they 
happened…e.g. 
Toys over 
time…’recent’ 
dated events to 
older post war 
 
 

I can show an 
awareness of the 
past, using 
common words 
and phrases 
relating to the 
passing of 
time…past, 
present, 
future…year ago, 
decade, century, 
era, Stuarts. 
 
 

I can use an 
increasing range 
of common 
words and 
phrases relating 
to the passing of 
time e.g. decade, 
century, 
millennium, era, 
period, Stone 
Age, Iron Age, 
Ancient Egypt 
and Ancient 
Greece, BCE and 
AD(Anno 
Domini)/ACE 
 
 

I can use historic 
terms related to 
the period of 
study see vocab 
lists…but also 
generic ones e.g. 
decade, century, 
millennium, era, 
period, Roman 
Britain, Vikings, 
Saxons, Dark 
Ages  BCE and 
AD(Anno 
Domini)/ACE 
 
 

I can use dates to order and 
place events on a timeline 
and I can explain varied 
duration and impact (extent 
of change) of some of this. 
Timeline overviews from 
Stone Age to present day  
 
 

I can place some 
key eras/events in 
date order…on 
timelines from 
Stone Age to 
present day 
…understanding 
varied duration and 
extent of impact 

I can use common 
words and phrases 
relating to the 

I can use common 
words and phrases 
relating to the 

I can describe 
where people and 
events fit within a 

I can place some 
events/eras from 
history in order 

I can place some 
historical periods 
in a chronological 

I can compare what was 
happening in different parts 
of the world at similar times 

I can talk about 
some aspects of 



passing of time…past, 
present, 
future…yesterday, 
today, 
tomorrow…long ago, 
years, decade, 
century 

 

passing of 
time…past, present, 
future…yesterday, 
today, 
tomorrow…long 
ago, years, decade, 
century 

 
 

timeline and 
identify some 
change and 
continuity 
between ways of 
life in different 
periods…e.g. 
comparing 
medicine across 
time …comparing 
life at time of 
Great Fire to 
now…timelines 

e.g. development 
of Ancient 
Greece 
 
 

framework e.g. 
eras such as 
Roman Britain to 
Vikings…and 
being to 
understand 
about different 
durations of eras 
and their impact 
 
 

in history…e.g. the 
Elizabethans and the 
Mayans 

local, British and/or 
world history 
 

 I can sequence 
events and recount 
changes within 
living memory 
…comparing 
parents/grandpare
nts childhoods to 
now  
 

I can describe 
changes within 
living memory 
and aspects of 
change in national 
life… e.g…WWII 

I can make some 
comparisons of 
change and 
continuity 
between eras 
e.g. Stone Age to 
now or Egyptian 
to Greek 

I can make 
comparisons 
between eras 
about the extent 
of change and 
continuity 

 

 I can use some 
historical 
vocabulary 
correctly e.g. 
Chronology/chrono
logical...  
anachronism… 
evidence, clues, 
artefacts, opinion, 
impact, legacy… 
language of 
explanation 
(because, 
so)important/signifi
cant…using 
evidence (this 
suggests, may be, 
perhaps, could be) 

Historical enquiry 



I can find answers to 
some simple 
questions about the 
past from simple 
sources of 
information…pictures
, artefacts 
 

I can find answers 
to some simple 
questions about 
the past from 
simple sources of 
information…pictur
es, artefacts, video 
clips, text  
 

I can show 
understanding of 
some of the ways 
in which we find 
out about the 
past and identify 
different ways in 
which it is 
represented…diag
ram of what we 
can use to find 
answers…from 
the time….letters, 
diaries, drawings, 
newspapers…from 
now…websites, 
books, tv, film, 
video clips, 
experts, other 
people 

I can ask and 
answer questions 
about the past 

I can use a 
variety of 
resources to find 
out about 
aspects of life in 
the past… 
diagram of what 
we can use to 
find 
answers…from 
the time….letters, 
diaries, drawings, 
newspapers…fro
m 
now…websites, 
books, tv, film, 
video clips, 
experts, 
museums, 
archaeology/arc
haeologists 

I can compare sources of 
information available for the 
study of different times in 
the past … diagram of what 
we can use to find 
answers…from the 
time….letters, diaries, 
drawings, 
newspapers…from 
now…websites, books, tv, 
film, video clips, experts, 
museums, 
archaeology/archaeologists 
 

I know that there 
are a variety of 
sources to use to 
find out about the 
past … diagram of 
what we can use to 
find answers…from 
the time….letters, 
diaries, drawings, 
newspapers…from 
now…websites, 
books, tv, film, 
video clips, experts, 
museums, 
beginning to work 
out which the best 
sources of 
information are for 
what answers 

 I can sort historical 
objects from 'then' 
and 'now'. 

I can describe some 
simple similarities 
and differences 
between man 
made objects e.g. 
toys/homes/houses 
then and now 

I can ask and 
answer questions, 
choosing and 
using parts of 
stories and other 
sources to show 
that I know and 
understand key 
features of 
events…5w 
questions…write 
descriptions 

I can use more 
than one source 
for research 

I can use sources 
of information in 
ways that go 
beyond simple 
observations to 
answer questions 
about the past… 
beginning to infer 
and back up 
ideas…this 
suggests…becaus
e…I can infer 
that….because... 

 I can think of and 
ask some sensible 
questions about 
what happened in 
the past..starting 
with the big 5w for 
initial research 



 I can sort historical 
objects from 'then' 
and 'now'. 

 I can show 
understanding of 
some of the ways 
in which we find 
out about the 
past and identify 
different ways in 
which it is 
represented 
(archaeology/arc
haeologist)…also 
that there are 
gaps in the 
evidence from 
long ago which 
we have to ‘best 
guess’ about 

I can make 
inferences about 
what some 
sources are 
telling me…This 
source suggests 
that…I can infer 
that… 

 I can 
investigate/find 
answers to my 
questions…from a 
varied range of 
sources 

 I can ask and 
answer relevant 
basic questions 
about the 
past…e.g. what was 
it like to…? What 
happened…why… 
when… 

     

Historical interpretation 

I can relate my own 
account of an event 
and understand that 
others may give a 
different 
version…e.g. discuss 
what they think 

I can relate my own 
account of an event 
and understand 
that others may 
give a different 
version…e.g. 
discuss what they 

I can relate my 
own account of 
an event and 
understand that 
others may give a 
different 
version…e.g. 
discuss how 

I can give my 
own view of an 
event and back it 
up with 
evidence…I see 
that others may 
come to a 
different view 

I can make 
inferences from 
pictures and 
written sources 
 

I can understand that the 
type of information 
available depends on the 
period of time studied 
   
    

I can use a variety 
of sources to 
research the past 
independently…and 
refer to it in written 
answers and 
explain why 
opinions might 



about a film or tv 
programme 
 

think about a film 
or tv programme 
 

sources 
differ…begin to 
think why this 
might be. 

because they 
have used 
different 
evidence to me 

differ   
  
  
  

  I can describe 
events beyond 
living memory 
that are 
significant 
nationally or 
globally… Great 
Fire, World War II, 
Developments in 
nursing 

I can identify 
differences in 
how the past has 
been reported 
e.g.  
   
 

I can understand 
that sources can 
contradict each 
other… e.g. 
opinions about 
Ancient Rome 
 

When I give my own view of 
an event I back it up with 
evidence…I know that 
others may come to a 
different view because they 
have used different 
evidence to me or because 
they have a different 
viewpoint  
  
 

I can make 
inferences from a 
variety of sources 
…this suggests/I 
can infer…this is 
because it 
says/shows … 
   
 

  I can describe 
events beyond 
living memory 
that are 
significant 
locally…life of 
Roald Dahl, 
development of 
the RAF at Halton 

I can give my 
own view of an 
event and back it 
up with 
evidence…I see 
that others may 
come to a 
different view 
because they 
have used 
different 
evidence to me 
e.g. Compare 
Athens and 
Sparta  
   
 

When I give my 
own view of an 
event I back it up 
with evidence…I 
know that others 
may come to a 
different view 
because they 
have used 
different 
evidence to me 

I can evaluate the 
usefulness of a variety of 
sources…starting to 
write…this is useful because 
it shows/suggests/tells 
me…however, it does not 
show…it might not be 
reliable… 

I can analyse 
sources (explain 
what they do and 
do NOT suggest and 
explain if they are 
reliable…writing 
developed answers 
on this) 

   I can make 
simple inferences 
from sources e.g. 
I can tell if a view 
is positive or 
negative 

   



Organisation and communication 
     

I can talk, draw or 
write about aspects 
of the past 

I can talk, draw or 
write about aspects 
of the past 

I can use a wide 
vocabulary of 
everyday 
historical 
terms…evidence, 
clues, artefacts, 
opinion, language 
of explanation 
(because, so) 
important/signific
ant…  
  
 

I can use a wide 
vocabulary of 
appropriate 
historical terms 
(see vocab list) 
  
 

I can explain 
what I have 
learned in an 
organised and 
structured way, 
using appropriate 
terminology…ext
ended and 
independent 
writing that uses 
paragraphs…. can 
begin to explain 
ideas and make 
and support 
conclusions 

I can use a range of relevant 
history vocabulary in my 
writing   
   

I can explain e.g. 
why Britain became 
the most powerful 
nation in the 
world…  
  
 

  I can speak about 
how I have found 
out about the 
past  
  
 

I can write 
developed 
answers…paragr
aphs and series 
of paragraphs 

 I can provide an account of 
an historical event based on 
more than one 
source…ideally in writing of 
developed paragraphs citing 
sources of information e.g. 
as x says…y tells us that…
  

I can examine 
evidence to decide 
how reliable it 
might be 
   
   
 

  I can record what 
I have learned by 
drawing and 
writing. Beginning 
to develop from 
sentences into 
paragraphs 

   I can weigh up both 
sides of an 
issue…Were they 
…? Did they…?  
 

      I can explain a 
range of different 
viewpoints…often 
based upon 
different 



experiences or gaps 
in evidence 

      I can make 
substantiated 
conclusions (ones 
that I can back up) 

      I can put 
conclusions into the 
context of the time 
(explain how 
people might think 
differently in the 
past) 

Understanding of events, people and changes 
 

 I can understand key 
features of events
  
   
 

I can understand 
key features of 
events and changes 
  
  
  

I can discuss the 
lives of significant 
people in the past 
who have 
contributed to 
national and 
international 
achievements and 
can compare 
aspects of life in 
different periods 
(similarities and 
differences) 

I know about 
different 
experiences of 
the past e.g. rich 
/ poor   
   
 

I can write about 
different 
experiences of 
the past e.g. rich 
/ poor 
 

I can give some reasons for 
some important historical 
events e.g. the break with 
Rome…why Victorians used 
child labour  
  
    

I can describe in 
detail events/eras 
and experiences in 
the past (by writing 
in ‘essay’ style 
using introductions, 
paragraphs and 
conclusions ….Also 
be exploring 
different 
experiences of 
these eras…e.g. 
changing attitudes 
to race and gender)
  
  
 

I can identify some 
similarities and 
differences between 
ways of life in 
different 

I can identify some 
similarities and 
differences 
between ways of 
life in different 

 I can describe 
the Stone Age to 
Iron Age 
  
  
 

I can describe 
Ancient Romans 
 

I can describe turning points 
such as the Tudors and the 
reformation and the English 
Civil War…seeing different 
experiences and views 
within these eras e.g. views 

I can describe the 
impact of World 
War II on Stone and 
its people.  



periods…then and 
now  

periods…then and 
now 

of Cavaliers and 
Roundheads…of rich and 
poor/ men and women in 
Tudor times  
  
 

   I can describe 
the Ancient 
Egypt and 
Ancient Greece 

I can describe 
Saxons 7 Vikings 
 

I can describe changes in 
Britain post 1066 and 
different experiences and 
views of it e.g. rich and 
poor/ men and women… 

 

 


