
   
 

ADVENT LESSONS & CAROLS 
December 13, 2020 

 
 

 
 
 

Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 
— Isaiah 7:14 

 

Welcome to St. James’ and this Celebration of Advent Lessons and Carols. 

Advent is a season of both quiet reflection and joyful expectation. This service is intended to be a time 
of spiritual preparation, as we watch and wait for the coming of the Kingdom of God. Through our 
experience of sacred Word and music, the story of the coming of Christ gradually unfolds and deepens 
our understanding of God’s unrelenting message of love and redemption. May these words and this 
music bless and propel you quietly toward the true joy of Christmas.  

Christ our Savior now draws near. 

O Come let us adore him. 
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Prelude                                     Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, BWV 660 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 
 
 
Matin Responsory                                   Aspiciens a longe   adapted by: G.P. da Palestrina (1525-1594) 
 
Cantor  I look from afar: 
Solo  And lo, I see the power of God coming, and a cloud covering the whole earth. 
 
Cantor  Go ye out to meet him and say: 
Choir  Tell us, art thou he that should come to reign over thy people Israel? 
 
Solo  High and low, rich and poor, one with another. 
Choir  Go ye out to meet him and say: 
 
Solo  Hear, O thou shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a sheep, 
Choir  Tell us, art thou he that should come? 
 
Choir women  Stir up thy strength, O Lord, and come 
Choir  To reign over thy people Israel. 
 
Cantor  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
Choir  I look from afar: and lo, I see the power of God coming, and a cloud covering 
  the whole earth.  Go ye out to meet him and say: Tell us, art thou he that should 
  come to reign over thy people Israel? 
 
 

All stand and join in the singing of  
Processional Hymn, vs. 1, 2, 3, 5  Come thou Redeemer of the earth              words: Ambrose of Milan c. 397  
                                                                                                                     music: Puer nobis, Michael Praetorius 
 
 

1. Come, thou Redeemer of the 
earth,  

Come, testify thy Virgin-birth: 
All lands admire, all times 

applaud! 
Such is the birth that fits a God. 
  

3.  Forth from his chamber 
goeth he, 

That royal home of purity, 
A giant in twofold substance 

one, 
Rejoicing now his course to 

run. 

2.  Begotten of no human will, 
But of the Spirit, thou art still 

The Word of God in flesh 
arrayed, 

The promised fruit to man 
displayed. 

  

5. All praise, eternal Son to thee 
Whose Advent doth thy people 

free 
Whom with the Father we adore 
And Holy Ghost forever more 
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The Welcome and Bidding Prayer 
 
Dear People of God: in the Season of Advent, it is our responsibility and joy to prepare ourselves to hear 
once more the message of the Angels, to go to Bethlehem and see the Son of God lying in a manger. 
 
Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God's loving purpose from the time of our rebellion 
against him until the glorious redemption brought to us by his holy Child Jesus, and let us look forward 
to the yearly remembrance of his birth with hymns and songs of praise. 
 
But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world, for peace and justice on earth, for the unity and 
mission of the Church for which he died, and especially for his Church in our country and in this city of 
South Pasadena. 
 
And because he particularly loves them, let us remember in his name the poor and helpless, the cold, the 
hungry and the oppressed, the sick and those who mourn, the lonely and unloved, the aged and little 
children, as well as all those who do not know and love the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Finally, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and that whole multitude which no one 
can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in Jesus, we are one for 
evermore.  

And now, to sum up all these petitions, let us pray in the words which Christ himself has taught us, 
saying:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  
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The People may be seated for 

The First Lesson: Genesis 2:4b-9, 15-25                                                                              Sally Godwin                                                              
God creates man and woman to live in obedience to him in the Garden of Eden.             

In the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens, when no plant of the field was yet in the 
earth and no herb of the field had yet sprung up-- for the LORD God had not caused it to rain upon the 
earth, and there was no one to till the ground; but a stream would rise from the earth, and water the 
whole face of the ground-- then the LORD God formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed 
into his nostrils the breath of life; and the man became a living being. And the LORD God planted a 
garden in Eden, in the east; and there he put the man whom he had formed. Out of the ground the LORD 
God made to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food, the tree of life also in the 
midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. And the LORD 
God commanded the man, "You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; but of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die." 

Then the LORD God said, "It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper as his 
partner." So out of the ground the LORD God formed every animal of the field and every bird of the air, 
and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man called every living 
creature, that was its name. The man gave names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every 
animal of the field; but for the man there was not found a helper as his partner. So the LORD God 
caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up its 
place with flesh. And the rib that the LORD God had taken from the man he made into a woman and 
brought her to the man. Then the man said, 
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"This at last is bone of my bones  

and flesh of my flesh;  
this one shall be called Woman,  

for out of Man this one was taken."  

Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become one flesh. And 
the man and his wife were both naked, and were not ashamed. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Choir Anthem                                         Adam Lay Ybounden                                      Boris Ord (1897-1961) 
 

Adam lay ybounden, bounden in a bond, 
Four thousand winter thought he not too long. 
And all was for an apple, an apple that he took, 

As clerkes finden written in their book. 
 

Ne had the apple taken been, the apple taken been, 
Ne had never our lady been Heavene Queen! 

Blessed be the time that apple taken was, 
Therefore we moun singen, Deo Gracias! 
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The Second Lesson: Isaiah 40:1-11                                                                         Pamela Scott-Johnson 
 God comforts his people and calls on them to prepare for redemption. 
 
Comfort, O comfort my people,  

says your God.  
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,  

and cry to her  
that she has served her term,  

that her penalty is paid,  
that she has received from the LORD's hand  

double for all her sins.  
 
A voice cries out:  
"In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD,  

make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  
Every valley shall be lifted up,  

and every mountain and hill be made low;  
the uneven ground shall become level,  

and the rough places a plain.  
Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,  

and all people shall see it together,  
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken."  

 
A voice says, "Cry out!"  

And I said, "What shall I cry?"  
All people are grass,  

their constancy is like the flower of the field.  
The grass withers, the flower fades,  

when the breath of the LORD blows upon it;  
surely the people are grass.  

The grass withers, the flower fades;  
but the word of our God will stand forever.  

 
Get you up to a high mountain,  

O Zion, herald of good tidings;  
lift up your voice with strength,  

O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,  
lift it up, do not fear;  

say to the cities of Judah,  
"Here is your God!"  

 
See, the Lord GOD comes with might,  

and his arm rules for him;  
his reward is with him,  

and his recompense before him.  
He will feed his flock like a shepherd;  

he will gather the lambs in his arms,  
and carry them in his bosom,  

and gently lead the mother sheep.  
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Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
                                                                                                            
 
 
Choir Hymn: 67                               Comfort, comfort, ye my people                                             PSALM 42 
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The Third Lesson: Baruch 4:36-5:9                                                                                     Kevin Baaske                                                                                                                                         
 The Scribe Baruch urges the people to look East because salvation is at hand. 

Look toward the east, O Jerusalem, and see the joy that is coming to you from God. Look, your children 
are coming, whom you sent away; they are coming, gathered from east and west, at the word of the Holy 
One, rejoicing in the glory of God. 

Take off the garment of your sorrow and affliction, O Jerusalem, and put on forever the beauty of the 
glory from God. Put on the robe of the righteousness that comes from God; put on your head the diadem 
of the glory of the Everlasting; for God will show your splendor everywhere under heaven. For God will 
give you evermore the name, "Righteous Peace, Godly Glory." Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the 
height; look toward the east, and see your children gathered from west and east at the word of the Holy 
One, rejoicing that God has remembered them. For they went out from you on foot, led away by their 
enemies; but God will bring them back to you, carried in glory, as on a royal throne. For God has 
ordered that every high mountain and the everlasting hills be made low and the valleys filled up, to make 
level ground, so that Israel may walk safely in the glory of God. The woods and every fragrant tree have 
shaded Israel at God's command. For God will lead Israel with joy, in the light of his glory, with the 
mercy and righteousness that come from him. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
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Choir Anthem                                          Thou Shalt Know Him                                     Mark Sirett (b. 1952) 
 

Thou shalt know him when he comes, 
not by any din of drums, 

nor his manners, nor his airs, 
nor by any thing he wears. 

  
Thou shalt know him when he comes, 

not by crown or by gown, 
but his coming known shall be, 

by the holy harmony 
which his coming makes in thee. 

Thou shalt know him when he comes. Amen. 
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The People are seated. 
The Fourth Lesson:  Isaiah 11:1-9                                                                          The Rev. Gethin Wied                                                                                                
 The Spirit of the Lord will rest upon the Holy One. 
 
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,  

and a branch shall grow out of his roots.  
The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him,  

the spirit of wisdom and understanding,  
the spirit of counsel and might,  
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.  

His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.  
He shall not judge by what his eyes see,  

or decide by what his ears hear;  
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,  

and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;  
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,  

and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.  
 
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist,  

and faithfulness the belt around his loins.  
The wolf shall live with the lamb,  

the leopard shall lie down with the kid,  
the calf and the lion and the fatling together,  

and a little child shall lead them.  
The cow and the bear shall graze,  

their young shall lie down together;  
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.  

The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,  
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den.  

They will not hurt or destroy  
on all my holy mountain;  

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD  
as the waters cover the sea.  

 
Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 



 11 

 
 
 
Choir Hymn: 81                               Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming                                         ES IST EIN ROS   
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The People are seated. 
The Fifth Lesson:  Luke 1:26-38                                                      The Rev. Dr. Michelle Baker-Wright                          
 The Angel Gabriel announces to the Virgin Mary that she will bear the Son of the Most High. 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin 
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. And he 
came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." But she was much perplexed by 
his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, 
Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 
and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord 
God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and 
of his kingdom there will be no end." Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" 
The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, 
your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who 
was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God."  

Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word." Then the 
angel departed from her. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 

 

Meditation     The Rev. Canon Anne Tumilty 
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La Virgen y El Niño by Maximillian Liebenwein 
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Choir Hymn: 265                        The angel Gabriel from heaven came                          GABRIEL’S MESSAGE 
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The Sixth Lesson: Luke 1:39-56                                                                The Rev. Canon Anne Tumilty 

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she entered 
the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the child leaped in 
her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, "Blessed are 
you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the 
mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my 
womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was 
spoken to her by the Lord." 

And Mary said,       

 
Miriam Davison reads the Magnificat. 

 
"My soul magnifies the Lord,  

and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,  
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.  

Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;  
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,  

and holy is his name.  
His mercy is for those who fear him  

from generation to generation.  
He has shown strength with his arm;  

he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.  
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,  

and lifted up the lowly;  
he has filled the hungry with good things,  

and sent the rich away empty.  
He has helped his servant Israel,  

in remembrance of his mercy,  
according to the promise he made to our ancestors,  

to Abraham and to his descendants forever."  
 
 

And Mary remained with her about three months and then returned to her home. 
 
 
Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
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Choir Anthem                                                    Ave Maria                         Tomas Luis de Victoria (1548-1611) 
 

Ave Maria, gratia plena, 
Dominus tecum; 

benedicta tu in mulieribus, 
et benedictus 

 fructus ventris tui, Jesus. 
Sancta Maria, Mater Dei, 

ora pro nobis peccatoribus, 
nunc et in hora mortis nostrae. 

Amen. 

Hail Mary, full of grace, 
the Lord is with thee; 

blessed art thou among 
women, 

and blessed is the 
fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
pray for us sinners, 

now and at the hour of our 
death. Amen. 

 
                                                                                                                                                                  
 

 
 
 
 
Choir Anthem                                        Keep Watch, Dear Lord                                 Craig Phillips (b. 1961) 

Text: Book of Common Prayer  
                           

Keep watch, dear Lord, keep watch. 
Keep watch with those who work, or watch or weep this night 

And give your angels charge over those who sleep. 
Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, 

Bless the dying soothe the suff’ring, 
Pity the afflicted, shield the joyous, 

And all for your love’s sake. 
Keep watch, dear Lord, keep watch. 

Amen 
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Vesper Responsory                                                                                                              G. P. da Palestrina 
Adapted by Philip Ledger (1937-2012) 

 
Cantor  Judah and Jerusalem, fear not, nor be dismayed;  
Choir  Tomorrow go ye forth, and the Lord, he will be with you.  
 
Cantor  Stand ye still, and ye shall see the salvation of the Lord.  
Choir  Tomorrow go ye forth, and the Lord, he will be with you.  
 
Cantor  Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost 
Choir  Tomorrow go ye forth, and the Lord, he will be with you. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Collect of the Day 
 Priest and People 
Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely 
hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for 
ever.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Advent Blessing  
   
Celebrant May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great  
  humility, sanctify you with the light of God’s blessing and set you free from all sin.   
  Amen. 
 
  May Christ whose second coming in power and great glory we await, make you steadfast              

in faith, joyful in hope, and constant in love.  Amen. 
 
  May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at the second Advent be  
  rewarded with unending life.  Amen. 
 
 The Blessing concludes with 
And the blessing of God Almighty,  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain 
with you for ever.  Amen. 
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Choir Hymn: 59 Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding   MERTON 
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The Dismissal 
 
 Our King and Savior now draws near. 
People Thanks be to God. 
  
 
 
 
Postlude                                            Toccata on “Veni, Emmanuel”                          Andrew Carter (b. 1939) 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

We thank the members of the St. James’ Choir for 
their Advent gift to us this night: 

Sharon Kunde, Frances Chee, Dermot Kiernan, Garth Neustadter and Tim Morton 
 

We also thank the Lectors and  
the Live-Streaming Team: 

Aubree and Chris Roney, Robert Gonzalez, and Susanne Wright-Nava 
 

May your Advent continue to be blessed. 
 

The Rev. Canon Anne Tumilty, Officiant 
The Rev. Dr. Michelle Baker-Wright, Assisting 

The Rev. Gethin Wied, Assisting 
Sarah Gonzalez, Minister of Music 

 Jason Klein-Mendoza, Organist 
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Thank you for joining us tonight. 
We invite you to celebrate Christmas, 
the Feast of the Incarnation, with us. 

 
Thursday, December 24, 4:00 p.m. – Family Christmas Eve 

Children's Christmas Pageant (Zoom) 
 

Thursday, December 24, 9 p.m. – Festive Christmas Eve Service  
(Live Stream) 

 
Sunday, December 27, 9 a.m., 1st Sunday after Christmas (Live Stream) 

 
(These will be available by visiting our website at www.sjcsp.org 

and clicking on the appropriate links.) 
 
 

 
Saint Joseph and the Infant Christ, c. 1670-85 

Giovanni Battista Gaulli also known as Baciccio. 1639-1709 
Oil on canvas, Norton Simon Museum 
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