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Resources from the Book of Common Prayer

Before Midnight: An Order for Compline (p. 127)
Canticles 9 and 10 (p. 86-87)
Canticle 14 (p. 90-91)
Canticles 18 and 19 (p. 93-94)
The Great Litany (p. 148-153)
The Collects of Lent and Holy Week (p. 217-221)
The Collect for Holy Cross Day (p. 244)
The Collects for Various Occasions (p. 251-261)
The Litany of Penitence (p. 267-269)
The Good Friday Anthems (p. 281-282)
The Prayers of the People (p. 383-395)

See also the index of prayers and thanksgivings found on 
pages 810-813.



For Meditation and Prayer
God is infinitely more than just. God is the foolishness of love that 
never ceases coming down into our hell to raise us up again. Each 
one of us is the laborer of the eleventh hour (Matthew 20: 1-16) of 
whom nothing else is asked but a cry of trust and hope.

Olivier Clement

What more could Christ still do for us, that he has not done? He 
has opened his very heart to us, as the most secret chamber 
wherein to lead our soul…for it is his joy to be with us in silent 
stillness, and in peaceful silence to rest there with us…He gives 
us his heart entirely, that it may be our home. He desires our hearts 
in return that they may be his dwelling place.

Johann Tauler

It is not easy to accept the love of Jesus, neither in its lofty forms 
nor in its emptying itself. It is not easy to let oneself be loved by 
Jesus completely. Something in us rebels against it. But Jesus 
says, “If you do not allow my love to the very end, you do not 
belong to me.” Let us contemplate with profound respect how 
Jesus washed the feet of his disciples…Jesus is the image of the 
Father. From Jesus we can learn how God is. God as the host who 
receives. God as the one who has room for everyone, not just for 
people of an ideal world in which sin does not occur, but for each 
person of our messy world which is sometimes so full of treason 
and spite. Such is the hospitality of our God, such is God’s love to 
the very end. It shows itself in a context of betrayal, enmity, and 
rejection. In this broken world, Jesus lived and loved. Such a love 
could not but end on a cross. 

Peter van Breemen, S.J.

For Meditation and Prayer
The prayer vigil begins at the conclusion of the Maundy Thursday 
evening service and continues until noon on Good Friday. It is inspired 
by the gospels of Mark and Matthew, when, in the Garden of 
Gethsemane, Jesus asks the sleeping disciples, “Could you not watch 
one hour? Watch and pray…” (Mark 14:38). During this time, you are 
encouraged to both read from the Sacred Scriptures and to pray, with or 
without words. The suggestions provided here are intended as starting 
places for you, not requirements or limitations. 

From the Scriptures:

The Psalms, especially 22,40, 51, 116, 118, 119, 129, 130, 131, 
132, 137, 139, 140, 141, 142, 143.

The Four Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke and John

The Lessons for Good Friday: Isaiah 52:13-53:12 
Hebrews 10:16-25
John 18:1-19:42

The Lessons for Holy Saturday: Job 19:21-27a, Romans 8:1-11
John 19:38-42

In Christ we have everything…
If you want to heal your wound, he is the doctor.
If you are burning with fever, he is the fountain.
If you are in need of help, he is strength.
If you are in dread of death, he is life.
If you are fleeing the darkness, he is light.
If you are hungry, he is food: ‘O taste and see that the Lord

is good!’ (Psalm 34:8).
Ambrose of Milan


