
Going beyond the intent of mere decoration, the art collection 
at Rosewood Abu Dhabi features more than 180 pieces 
scattered throughout the hotel. Blending Eastern and 
Western contemporary works of art, the Rosewood 
showcases local, regional and international artists. You’ll find 
it hard not to be drawn to San Francisco-based artist Damon 
Hyldreth’s polished cast bronze sculpture when you enter the 
lobby of the hotel – the huge piece has been commissioned 
just for the Rosewood and is eye-catching to say the least.

Head towards the hotel’s elevators and you’ll see the work of 
New York-based gemstone painter Fareen Butt in the 
corridor. Her Mirage Half Dome 1.1 is just one painting from 
The Mirage Series and is made from crushed gems and 
precious minerals such as aquamarine, platinum and 
sapphire. Born in Toronto to an Afghan mother and a 
Kashmiri father, she studied as an apprentice for jewellery 
designers in Islamabad and Rajasthan – the birthplace of 
gemstone painting. Inspired by famous landscapes, 
mountains and sunsets, it is based on an abstract depiction 
of Half Dome, a famous mountain in Yosemite National 
Forest in California.

Home to one of the finest corporate modern art 
collections in Singapore and Southeast Asia, there are 
4,200 pieces of artwork and sculptures in the property 
valued at approximately SGD 5 million, including 30 key 
works by Frank Stella, Dale Chihuly, David Hockney and 
Henry Moore. 90 percent of the works were specially 
commissioned for the hotel which opened in 1996, 
including 350 major, «museum quality» pieces which 
enhance the hotel’s distinctive contemporary architectural 
design.

Ellerman House was voted by Condé Nast Traveler as the 
Number 13 best Hotel in the World and the Top Hotel in 
Africa and the Middle East. Ellerman House owns an 
extraordinary art collection of over 1000 works, spanning 
original works from the turn of the last century to 
contemporary African art that are exhibited as part of 
creating a unique and memorable artistic experience for 
their guests.

Ellerman House ArtAngels Initiative founded in 2011 is a 
charity art auction to raise funds for The Click Foundation, 
targeted at groups of young children commencing on their 
reading journey through Early Childhood Developing 
Centers, schools and after school programmes. The 
proceeds of the charity event are used to buy computers 
and expand the reach of the Reading Eggs programme in 
the environments in which they operate.

Dubai’s very first art inspired hotel apartments located in Al 
Barsha, near the Mall of Emirates. The new concept was 
visualized by Mr. Khalid Al Mutawa and was created by 
three acclaimed Arabic artists: Dr. Najat Makki (Emirati), Ali 
Hassan (Qatari) and Khaled Ben Slimane (Tunisian). These 
three artists have created the concept of ‘art of hospitality’ 
and the entire hotel has been inspired by the art of the 
three artists too.

A true and dedicated art corner installed in different parts 

of Pullman hotels, enables local artists and designers to 

exhibit and showcase their works to guests, visitors and 

locals alike. Through interactive elements such as live 

performances and workshops, hotel guests get the 

opportunity to connect with the art experience in an 

interesting and meaningful way. Contemporary art 

becomes a connecting thread that links artists and guests 

from far and wide. Timeless and original, these 

exhibitions allow travellers and visitors to immerse 

themselves in each artist's cultural environment.

Constantly seeking out new ways to deliver the global 

zeitgeist of the 21st century, Pullman once again shows 

itself to be a genuine cultural player, promoting the 

accessibility of art through the prism of these talents. No 

longer simply serving as places in which to eat and sleep, 

each Pullman is a stimulating, creative and inspiring 

environment.

Pullman hotels and resorts are famed for their 

contemporary edge, strong connection to the local 

culture, and their strong commitment to the worlds of 

design, art, and photography. This creative initiative 

accurately and consistently reflects the world of the 

Pullman brand and its "Our World is your Playground" 

philosophy.

With the strong presence of contemporary art very much 

in its DNA, Pullman creates showcases for established and 

emerging talents right in the heart of its hotels. Painters, 

sculptors, video makers, photographers, illustrators, 

designers – each artist is free to exhibit their art here.

Already featured in seven cities – Hong Kong, Shanghai, 

Barcelona, Aachen Quellenhof, Munich and London – the 

programme has proved to be a great success. This bodes 

well for future collaborations, with the concept due to be 

rolled out in Brussels in March 2017.

A Louisville-based combination of contemporary art museum and boutique hotel 

chain. 21c Museum is North America's only museum dedicated to collecting and 

exhibiting contemporary art of the 21st century.

STEVE WILSON  l   FOUNDER

21c Museum Hotels, Louisville, USA
TARISSA TIBERTI  l  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

MGM Resorts Art & Culture, Las Vegas, USA

Art, Real Estate and the Build Environment

Under The Patronage Of Her Royal Highness, Princess Sabeeka Bint Ibrahim Al Khalifa, 

Wife Of His Majesty The King Of Bahrain, President Of The Supreme Council For Women
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The Ritz Carlton, Millenia Singapore, 
Singapore Artist Playground by Pullman

Ellerman House Cape Town, 
South Africa

Rosewood Abu Dhabi

Noon Art Boutique Hotel Apartments

In downtown Toronto, stackt is taking unused land and 
through the use of shipping containers is transforming it 
into an experience of curated discovery. stackt is opening 
in late spring 2018 for planned 1000 days on a 100,00 sq. ft. 
plot of city owned land. Early plans show it has potential to 
revolutionize the way public space can be used. This 
visionary complex will have one of kind curated 
experiences in the food & beverage, retail, arts & culture, 
maker, and wellness verticals to name a few. The hope is 
that this is a proof of concept that will lead to a roll out of 
other stackt's globally. This form of temporary, portable or 
"pop-up" style urban action is one that has grown 
increasingly popular over the past few years. Shipping 
container markets have become local hotspots in cities 
such as London, New York and San Francisco, amongst 
many including right here in Dubai.

Located on a 60-acre site directly east of Toronto’s 
downtown core, East Harbour is the largest commercial 
project currently planned in Canada. Once complete, this 
12-million square foot, unique mix of office, retail, and 
institutional developments will employ approximately 
50,000 workers. With the population of the GTA estimated 
to reach 9.4-million by 2041, Toronto needs a major new 
employment node in order to maintain a competitive 
advantage in the global competition for talent. East 
Harbour will be a development catalyst for critical 
infrastructure projects in and around the area, and will 
transform a previously inaccessible site into a world-class 
centre for art, commerce, and healthy living.

Canada

stackt, Toronto, Canada

East Harbour, Toronto, Canada

 MGM Resorts has long recognized the power of art to evoke emotion, engage the senses

 and spark conversation. In Las Vegas and beyond, art is a cornerstone of the sensory

 experience throughout our resorts, creating environments that are interesting, exciting

and distinct.
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The presentation of bespoke art is considered to be one 
of the biggest trends in Real Estate and Hospitality 
developments today. In locations with high density 
development of luxury hotels, resorts and high-end 
apartments, the competition for differentiation is tough; 
amenities such as pools, gym and golf simulators are no 
longer enough to convince potential buyers. A new trend 
to boost sales in the high-end market is art.
An increasing number of luxury hotels are positioning 
themselves, not just as premium accommodation, but also as 
art destinations. High-end properties are becoming a 
traveler’s substitute for traditional art galleries, creating an 
insightful, luxury experience. Art has become a fundamental, 
rather than ornamental, element of a design. 
Art has been used by hoteliers as an integral part of their 
marketing strategy, to challenge guests to think more 
deeply about their experience at the hotel, and to attract 
luxury travelers. Art has developed into a critical part of a 
hotel’s brand and identity while Art has been seen by 
Investors and Real Estate developers as a way to 
influence real estate values and maximize property prices

Since the 2003 inauguration, XVA is a place where 
heritage and history merge to create a constantly 
evolving designer haven. The inspired owner, Mona 
Hauser, has created 15 unique and individual guest rooms 
which showcase architectural and cultural motifs of the 
region. The hotel is located in the heart of the Al Fahidi 
Historical Neighborhood, unique for its architectural 
heritage, the mystery of its traditional maze-like 
alleyways, and proximity to the Creek. Housing an 
internationally acclaimed art gallery, the hotel also 
boasts an award-winning restaurant.
XVA Gallery is one of the leading galleries in the Middle 
East that specializes in contemporary art from the Arab 
world, Iran and the Subcontinent. The gallery exhibitions 
focus on works by the regions foremost artists as well as 
those emerging onto the scene. The gallery’s artists 
express their different cultural identities and 
perspectives while challenging the viewer to drop 
prejudices and borders. XVA Gallery exhibits both locally 
and internationally; collaborating with galleries and 
participating in international art fairs and exhibitions. 
XVA founded and organized the Bastakiya Art Fair from 
2007- 2010 as part of its commitment to raising the 
profile of contemporary art practice in Dubai and the 
profile of Al Fahidi Historical Neighborhood. 

James Company is led by its Founder and Chief Curator 
Katherine Gass Stowe.  Katie is a highly seasoned curator 
and advisor who has put together dozens of private and 
public collections, installations, and related programming 
for clients worldwide.  She was the Global Art Curator for 
Jumeirah Group from 2007 - 2012, where she expanded a 
multi-platform art program she created for Jumeirah Essex 
House and branded it Culturally Connected.  The new 
program was a blueprint to be implemented by Jumeirah 
properties across three continents to engage and actively 
support their local art communities.  Katie has been the 
New York collections curator for Bank of America since 
2002.  She has held posts at The Whitney Museum and the 
Aldrich Contemporary Art Museum.  She has an M.A. in the 
History of American Art Advocacy from The Gallatin School 
at New York University and has served on the Board of 
Directors of Skowhegan School for Painting and Sculpture, 
Maine, and SculptureCenter, New York.  Katie is a member 
of the Association of Professional Art Advisors and Art 
Table, the leading organization for women in the arts.  
Most recently she developed a collection for the 
award-winning The Beekman, A Thompson Hotel, in New 
York City.  She is currently launching Cause Curating™ an 
innovative curatorial program designed to align corporate 
missions and identity through art.  
   

09:00

11:15

Art, Real
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Hospitality
MODERATED BY

DUBAI

KATHERINE GASS STOWE  l  FOUNDER & CHIEF CURATOR

James Company Contemporary Art Projects, 
New York, USA 

MODERATED BY

DR VARKKI PALLATHUCHERIL  l   DEAN OF THE COLLEGE 

OF ARCHITECTURE, ART & DESIGN

American University of Sharjah, Sharjah, UAE

MODERATED BY

MATT SHAW  l  SENIOR EDITOR

The Architect’s Newspaper, New York, USA 
Founder & Co-Editor of Mockitecture 

Varkki Pallathucheril is Dean of the College of 
Architecture, Art and Design at the American 
University of Sharjah, one of the leading centers of 
design and art education in the region that includes 
degree programs in architecture, design management, 
interior design, multimedia design, and urban 
planning. Educated as an architect and urban planner, 
Dr Pallathucheril's teaching and research interests lie 
in urban design and the use of information 
technologies in urban planning and design. With his 
students, he has looked at the evolution of residential 
neighborhoods in Sharjah and factors that drive the 
quality of life in them. He has also worked for many 
years on integrating into real-world urban planning 
processes a dynamic-spatial model of the way cities 
evolve and the consequences of this evolution.
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NETWORKING LUNCH AT
THE PENTHOUSE AT THE
FIVE PALM JUMEIRAH

16:45

17:45 END OF CONFERENCE

Encapsulating the Importance of Art and Culture to Orchestrate a 
Memorable Guest Experience

REDEFINING SPACES 

Creating New Perspectives and Exploring Art and Design beyond the Interior 
and Architectural Landscape

HOTEL XCHANGE
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FOUNDER

21c Museum Hotels, Louisville, USA

MONA HAUSER  l   FOUNDER

XVA Gallery and Art Hotel, Dubai, UAE
Awarded Best Boutique Hotel in the 
Middle East 2016 & 2017

PIERRE GERVOIS
FOUNDER & PRESIDENT

Gervois Hotel Rating

PIERRE YAMMINE   l   GENERAL MANAGER

Noon Art Boutique Hotel Apartments, 
Dubai, UAE

PAUL BRUCE-BAND   l   GENERAL MANAGER

Ellerman House, Cape Town, South Africa
Ranked Number 13 Best Hotel in the 
World and the Top Hotel in Africa and 
Middle East by Condé Nast Traveler

PETER MAINGUY   l   GENERAL MANAGER

The Ritz-Carlton, Millenia Singapore, 
Singapore

ROLAND DUERR   l   MANAGING DIRECTOR

Rosewood Abu Dhabi, Abu Dhabi, UAE

TARISSA TIBERTI  l  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

MGM Resorts Art & Culture, Las 
Vegas, USA

ISABEL PINTADO   l   SENIOR VICE 

PRESIDENT & MANAGING DIRECTOR MEA

Wilson Associates, Dubai, UAE
Named No 3 to the Power List of 50 most 
Influencial Individual in the Middle East’s 
Design Sector in 2016

SUSAN BRUCE  l  SENIOR ASSOCIATE l   
SENIOR PROJECT DESIGNER

WATG & Wimberly Interiors, Dubai, UAE
WATG Ranked 2nd in the World among 
Hotel Architectural Firms. 
Wimberly Interiors ranked 10th by 
Interior Design Magazine in 2016 
Hospitality Giant Survey

CHRISTIAN MERIEAU   l   MANAGING PARTNER

MMAC Design Associates, Dubai, UAE
Firm awarded Best Interior Design 
Concept of the Year and Best 
Hospitality Project at Middle East 
Design and Architectural Awards 2016

PALLAVI DEAN   l   FOUNDER & DESIGN 

DIRECTOR 

Pallavi Dean Interiors, Dubai, UAE

JYOTI NARANG  l  PARTNER

Wayfare Ventures, Mumbai, India 
Former Chief Operating Officer & 
Global Head of Marketing Taj Hotels 
and Resorts
Recognized as the most powerful woman 
in the travel industry

CANDICE D'CRUZ   l  VICE PRESIDENT, 

LUXURY BRAND MARKETING & 

MANAGEMENT

Marriott International, Middle 
East & Africa, Dubai, UAE

XAVIER LOUYOT  l  SENIOR VICE 

PRESIDENT BRAND CONTENT MARKETING, 

LUXURY & UPSCALE BRANDS, 

AccorHotels, Paris, France

ANNE-CECILE DE CHAUMONT   l   
CREATIVE CONSULTANT

Dubai, UAE
Former Director of Design Rove Hotels

CULTURAL GAME CHANGER

Understanding the Integral Role of Art in Brand Marketing for Luxury and 
Lifestyle Hospitality

15:30
ART, ARCHITECTURE AND DESIGN
Heralding a new era of Art in Contemporary Architecture and Design 

JOE TABET  l  FOUNDER & MANAGING 

DIRECTOR

JT & Partners, Dubai, UAE
Ranked under Top 40 most Powerful 
Architects in the Middle East

ANDRÉ C. MEYERHANS  l   PARTNER

Fischermeyerhans, Dubai, UAE
Ranked under Top 40 most Powerful 
Architects in the Middle East

RAYA ANI  l  FOUNDER & DESIGN 

DIRECTOR 

RAW-NYC Architects, Dubai, UAE
"Top most powerful Architects in the Middle 
East" by designMENA 2015, 2016, 2017

Re-Assessing the standards of Hotel Rating 
Systems beyond its amenities and luxury to create 
emotions and mood through art to attract and 
retain the sophisticated affluent travelers. 

IN
CONVERSATION WITH 

STEVE
W I L SON

Pierre Gervois is a media entrepreneur and luxury 
hotels expert.  Born in Paris, he started his career in 
politics and worked as Chief of Staff of Mr Laurent 
Fabius, Former French Prime Minister. 
In 1999, following Mr Fabius appointment as French 
Finance & Industry Secretary, he was appointed Head 
of the Chinese affairs at the ACFCI (French National 
Federation of Chambers of Commerce and Industry), 
and has been involved in many bilateral negociations 
with the Chinese Government. In 2007, he relocated to 
Shanghai and founded the STC magazine, a luxury 
travel publication in Chinese Mandarin for HNWI 
Chinese global travelers. Since 2013, he is based in New 
York City and is the Founder and President of Gervois 
Hotel Rating, a new hotel rating system for U.S. hotels 
focused on the sophisticated guests' experience, and 
Publisher of GERVOIS magazine, a travel publication 
about the United States.

Gervois
Hotel Rating

Art,
Architecture
& Design

Redefining
Spaces

In a conversation with Katherine Gass Stowe, Steve 
Wilson will share on the Evolution of Museum Art 
Hotels and how 21c Museum is reinvigorating and 
challenging the traditional standards of hospitality.

17:15 IN
CONVERSATION WITH 

In a conversation with Katherine Gass Stowe, 
Marcello Cabezas will share on reimagining the role 
of spaces, with special highlights on the stackt and 
East Harbour project in Toronto.

MARCELLO
CABEZAS
ARTISTIC PRODUCER

macIDeas, Toronto, Canada

Matt Shaw is the founder and co-editor of Mockitecture, a 
half-manifesto/half-satire collection of architectural 
debauchery. He has worked for the Columbia Laboratory 
for Architectural Broadcasting (C-Lab), Storefront for Art 
and Architecture, Architizer, and been published in The 
Architectural Review, Beyond, Domus, and Icon. He wrote 
and researched two editions of the guidebook "Europe's 
Top 100 Architecture and Design Schools" for Domus. Matt 
leads the experimental research group Critical Method 
Unit (CMU) at Syracuse University NYC Architecture 
Program and has been an invited critic at numerous 
schools including Yale University, Columbia University, 
SCI-Arc, and UCLA.of the Board of The Architecture Lobby 
and Tenured Professor at Pratt Institute.

XVA Art
Hotel
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ANDRÉ C. MEYERHANS  l  PARTNER

Fischermeyerhans, Dubai, UAE

André C. Meyerhans is an award-winning, Swiss architect 
who lives and works in the GCC for over a decade. André 
has been recognized as one of the most influential 
architects in the region by Middle East Architect 
Magazine as well as one of the most talented architect 
and designers by Architectural Digest.
Prominent architectural projects of his include Al Nadi 
Tower in Abu Dhabi and New Garhoud Bridge in Dubai. 
His artworks have been commissioned for the lobbies of 
Yas Viceroy Hotel and the Swiss Embassy in Abu Dhabi. 
Smaller works have been exhibited in various galleries in 
and beyond the region, including at the International 
Conference on Contemporary Islamic Art in Istanbul. 
André creates also jewellery under Mario Uboldi 
Jewellery Art and Uboldi Charms which were exhibited at 
Bellerive Museum in Zurich, Switzerland, and Liberty in 
London, UK. Other highlights were a collaboration with 
Rolles Royce and with the Institute of 4D Technologies at 
the University of Applied Sciences and Arts 
Northwestern Switzerland.
André is a member of the Swiss Society of Engineers and 
Architects (sia) and holds a Masters in Architecture from the 
Swiss Federal Institute of Technology (ETHZ) as well as an 
MBA from London Business School. Before his independent 
career, he worked with signature architect Santiago 
Calatrava, created brand architecture for Alfred Dunhill, 
Cartier, Hugo Boss as well as Christian LaCroix, established 
the architectural department for an international 
engineering company and developed real estate for various 
sovereign wealth funds in the Middle East.

CHRISTIAN MERIEAU  l  MANAGING PARTNER

MMAC Design Associates, Dubai, UAE

With 30 years of experience in interior design, Mr. Merieau has 
honed his skills from the foundations of interior craftsmanship 
rising to the ranks of senior management. After an early 
education in hotel administration, he obtained a degree in 
Interior Design in 1989 and later qualified as Interior Architect 
in Geneva, Switzerland. Christian Merieau relocated in Dubai 
2005 as Managing Director for well know international design 
firm. After nearly 20 years with this firm designing projects for 
international hotel operators such as Hyatt, IHG, Millennium, 
Rezidor, Rosewood, Marriott, Starwood and Accor, he 
launched MMAC Design Associates, an award winning 
boutique Dubai based interior design consultancy agency 
specialized in mid-scale & luxury hospitality design. Mr. 
Merieau was listed on several occasion as one of the most 
influential designer in the Middle East by Commercial Interior 
Design magazine. He has also helped drive the growth of APID, 
the Association of Professional Interior Designers since 2009 
and currently holds the role of Executive Board member. Mr. 
Merieau, born in Vevey Switzerland and residing in Dubai, is 
married with two young daughters.

JYOTI NARANG  l  PARTNER

Wayfare Ventures, Mumbai, India 

Jyoti is a business leader with 20 years of senior leadership 
positions in the hospitality industry. 
She has a formidable track record for product and service 
innovation. She is currently a partner in Wayfare Ventures, 
an early stage  fund, aimed at investing in travel tech 
opportunities. Prior to that, she was the Chief Operating 
Officer of Taj Hotels, Resorts & Palaces, India and the Global 
Head of Marketing for the Taj Group. The Taj group 
manages a large and varied portfolio of 122 hotels spread 
across 5 continents. 
Her contribution led her to be recognized as the most 
powerful woman in the travel industry worldwide.
She is India Co Chair for Women Corporate Directors, the 
largest and most influential global membership organization of 
women on boards. She has an MBA in Finance and is an alumni 
of the Advanced Management Program at Harvard.

XAVIER LOUYOT  l  SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT BRAND 

CONTENT MARKETING, LUXURY & UPSCALE BRANDS 

AccorHotels, Paris, France

As Senior Vice-President Brand Content Marketing for 
Raffles, Fairmont, Sofitel, MGallery, Pullman & Swissôtel, 
Xavier Louyot is at the healm of the Luxury and Upscale 
segment of the AccorHotels Group, the world’s leading 
hotel operator.
Xavier joined AccorHotels in 2011 as brand leader for 
Pullman, and three years later he assumed his most 
recent role of Senior Vice President, Marketing Europe, 
Middle-East & Africa for the Sofitel, Pullman and 
MGallery brands
His previous experience includes various Marketing and 
Communication positions with Le Méridien (Forte then 
Starwood Hotels & Resorts) and Lucien Barrière. In 2008, 
he joined the American group Dolce Hotels & Resorts as 
Marketing and PR Director for Europe before becoming 
Global Director, Marketing and PR.
Xavier Louyot is a graduate of the Ecole Hôtelière de 
Paris and also has a Masters 2 in direct marketing from 
the IAE Business School of Lille University.
 

MONA HAUSER  l   FOUNDER

XVA Gallery and Art Hotel, Dubai, UAE

Mona Hauser is the owner of XVA Art Hotel, Gallery and 
Cafe.  Born in the USA, she has cultivated a lifelong 
interest in art and design. A graduate of Washington 
State University with a combined degree in art and 
chemistry, she worked as a scientific glassblower in 
Washington for seven years. She lived between New York 
and Florida from 1986 to 1993 before moving to Dubai and 
England in 1993 – 2003. 
Mona opened XVA in 2003 to fill a void in Dubai. She envisioned 
XVA as a universe that matched her own mindset; a place where 
people could come and spend the day, even sleep over. Inspired 
by the tradition of the old salons, she set out to create an 
art-oriented salon; a forum for artists in Dubai. 
Since 2003, XVA, continues to raise the profile its artists and the 
historical Al Fahidi Neighborhood in Dubai through a rich 
cultural program. XVA organized the first CREEK 
CONTEMPORARY ART FAIR. Renamed AL BASTAKIYA ART FAIR 
in 2008-2010. .   BAF became SIKA Art Fair in 2011.  XVA Gallery 
has participated in numerous International Art Fairs including 
Art Basel Hong Kong and Abu Dhabi Art.
Mona was a Moderator at Dubai International Design Forum 
(2007), was a speaker at the Conference of Artists in Residence 
Program, Ministry of Culture and Knowledge Development 
(2017). As Hotel Owner Mona has received numerous awards, 
including Best Boutique Hotel in the Middle East (2016 & 2017)
Mona has two daughters.

PIERRE YAMMINE   l   GENERAL MANAGER

Noon Art Boutique Hotel Apartments, Dubai, UAE

Pierre Yammine is the General Manager of Noon Art 
Boutique Hotel Apartments located in Dubai, Al Barsha 1. 
Pierre is a graduate of Cesar Ritz University Switzerland, 
where he received his Master degree in International 
Hospitality Management.
After graduation in 2001, Pierre launched his career in Saudi 
Arabia, with IHG as Front Office Shift Leader that eventually 
led to build a solid background in hotel operations.
Pierre has a long record of successful career path; his 
specific areas of expertise include strategic planning, 
management and Sales & Marketing.

PALLAVI DEAN   l   FOUNDER & DESIGN DIRECTOR 

Pallavi Dean Interiors, Dubai, UAE

Pallavi is the founder and creative force behind Pallavi Dean 
Interiors. PDI is a boutique design consultancy with an 
award-winning portfolio. The company’s mission is to create 
great experiences through design! The firm has an international 
portfolio spanning three continents, flagship projects include 
flagship projects include the Paramount Residences, Edelman 
HQ and Sheraa Entrepreneurship Center. Pallavi is a trained 
architect and sustainability specialist, she’s won multiple 
awards for work across a range of sectors including 
commercial, hospitality and residential. She was born in India, 
raised in Dubai and spent years working in London; her designs 
reflect these eclectic influences. A former professor of interior 
design at the American University of Sharjah , she strives to 
implement the latest theoretical and practical research into the 
firm’s designs.  Pallavi debuted as a product designer at this 
Dubai Downtown Design 2016. 'Tension' is a line of furniture 
that documents her design journey to date. The lights are now 
a part of the Preciosa Lighting International Catalogue. The 
Collection also won the Harpers Bazaar Design Award in 2016. 
Firm bio : PDI is a Dubai-based interior design studio. Since 
launching in 2013 it’s built anaward-winning international 
portfolio spanning four sectors: hospitality, commercial, 
residential and education.Flagship projects include the 
Edelman head office in Abu Dhabi, the Sheraa entrepreneurship 
centre at the American University of Sharjah, and the 
forthcoming Delano Dubai hotel.PDI is a homegrown success 
story. Half the eight-strong team at the studio in Dubai Design 
District – including Pallavi – studied in the UAE. In September 
2017 the firm won Boutique Interior Design Firm of the Year at 
the Middle East Commercial Interior Design Awards.

ROLAND DUERR   l   MANAGING DIRECTOR

Rosewood Abu Dhabi, Abu Dhabi, UAE

Roland Duerr started his hospitality career as part of a 
six-month internship, in a gourmet restaurant in a 
traditional Swiss family-owned hotel. The experience very 
much grounded his hospitality career. About one year after 
graduating from Institut Hotelier Cesar Ritz in Switzerland, 
with an award for high academic achievement, Roland 
professional life started at one of Switzerland’s best hotels, 
the Relais & Châteaux hotel Le Vieux Manoir on Lake 
Murten, the journey continued at the Jumeirah Beach Hotel 
in Dubai, where Roland was appointed restaurant manager 
at Jumeirah Beach Hotel in Dubai. Duerr then moved to 
Berlin to work at the Four Seasons Berlin and then back to 
Dubai where he worked for 7 years at Burj Al Arab.
In 2011 Roland Duerr transferred to New York as Executive 
Assistant Manager for Food & Beverage of Jumeirah Essex 
House. The destiny of Rosewood Hotels & Resorts and a 
living Canvas philosophy started in 2012 where Roland was 
appointed Hotel Manager at iconic The Carlyle one of 
Rosewood’s Landmark properties, 3 years Abu Dhabi called 
and Duerr was appointed Managing Director of Rosewood 
Abu Dhabi which currently hosts 108 artworks.  

PETER MAINGUY   l   GENERAL MANAGER

The Ritz-Carlton, Millenia Singapore, Singapore

A passionate hotelier, Peter Mainguy possesses more than 
25 years of hospitality experience; 16 of which were spent 
holding key appointments including that of General 
Manager at The Ritz-Carlton, Dubai and The Ritz-Carlton, 
Sharm El Sheikh in Egypt, before moving to helm The 
Ritz-Carlton, Millenia Singapore in 2008.
Under his outstanding leadership, the hotel has clinched 
numerous accolades over the years including the 
prestigious "Best Employer Singapore" by Aon Hewitt for 
nine consecutive years. Most recently, The Ritz-Carlton, 
Millenia Singapore was recognized as the "Top Hotel in 
Singapore" in the 2017 Travel + Leisure World's Best Awards. 
The hotel's Cantonese restaurant, Summer Pavilion, also 
garnered One Michelin Star in the 2016 and 2017 Michelin 
Guide Singapore.
Mainguy's foray into the hospitality industry began in room 
service at the Sheraton Hotel & Towers in Brussels, Belgium. 
His career progression in Sales and Marketing took him 
throughout Sub-Sahara Africa with Sheraton Management 
Corporation; Sheraton Abu Dhabi Hotel and Resort; Le Royal 
Meridien, Bahrain; Conrad International Cairo and the One 
& Only Royal Mirage, Dubai.
A charismatic presenter, Mainguy was certified as a 
Ritz-Carlton Leadership Center Ambassador for its 
Legendary Service Program in 2007. This was developed to 
meet a growing demand from organizations requesting a 
speaking engagement or benchmarking program. Having 
graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Business 
Administration from the Husson College in Bangor, Maine, 
Mainguy was also on the Judicial Board, Sergeant at Arms – 
Sigma CHI Fraternity. Counting dirt bike racing as a 
professional hobby, Mainguy actively participates in various 
motocross and desert "Baja" endurance races as a fully 
sponsored rider with the Middle East KTM Team out of 
Dubai, with many podium finishes under his belt.

RAYA ANI   l   FOUNDER & DESIGN DIRECTOR 

RAW-NYC Architects, Dubai, UAE

Raya Ani an award winning architect and urban designer 
with 25 years of professional experience having worked 
in Baghdad, Germany, Boston, New York City and Dubai. 
In 2015, 2016 and 2017, she was named one of the top most 
powerful Architects in the Middle East. In 2018, she was 
selected as one of the most influential architects in the 
region by Middle East Architect. In 2016, she was selected 
as one of five inspiring and powerful personalities in the 
world by Black Tomato travel and Cadillac and 
represented the MENA region. In 2012, she founded 
RAW-NYC Architects, an interdisciplinary architectural 
studio based in New York City. In 2014, She established 
the Dubai office. She is the 2017 President of the 
American Institute of Architects - Middle East Chapter. 

TARISSA TIBERTI  l  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

MGM Resorts Art & Culture, Las Vegas, USA

Tarissa Tiberti is the Executive Director of MGM Resorts Art & 
Culture, MGM Resorts International’s multifaceted arts 
program, which focuses on commissioning, collecting, 
supporting and presenting public art. Tiberti oversees a 
collection of over 800 works of modern and contemporary art 
across MGM Resorts’ destinations globally. This includes the 
MGM Resorts Fine Art Collection, the ARIA Fine Art Collection, 
and the MGM National Harbor Heritage Collection. Also under 
her purview is Las Vegas’ premier exhibition space, Bellagio 
Gallery of Fine Art (BGFA).
Under Tiberti’s leadership, MGM Resorts Art & Culture 
continues to expand its programming and partnerships both 
locally and globally. During her tenure at the company which 
began in 2007, Tiberti has organized collaborations with a 
number of world-renowned institutions, galleries and brands. 
For example, MGM Resorts Art & Culture collaborated with the 
Art Production Fund, New York, and the Nevada Museum of 
Art, Reno, to present Ugo Rondinone’s colorful, land-based art 
installation Seven Magic Mountains (May 2016-May 2018) 
located in the Nevada desert. ARIA Resort & Casino is the title 
sponsor of the public artwork. MGM Resorts Art & Culture was 
also the first official partner for the Public sector of Art Basel in 
Miami Beach (Dec 2016) and now serves as an Associate Partner 
of Art Basel globally, including Art Basel in Miami Beach, Art 
Basel in Hong Kong, and Art Basel in Basel, Switzerland. 
Tiberti previously served from 2007 to 2009 as the Director of 
Bellagio Gallery of Fine Art and was later promoted to Executive 
Director in 2010. 

CANDICE D'CRUZ   l  VICE PRESIDENT, LUXURY BRAND 

MARKETING & MANAGEMENT

Marriott International, Middle East & Africa, Dubai, UAE

Candice D’Cruz is the Vice President, Luxury Brand 
Marketing & Management, Middle East and Africa for 
Marriott International. She is responsible for leading the 
luxury portfolio that consists of eight distinctly 
differentiated hospitality brands; The Ritz-Carlton, The 
Ritz-Carlton Reserve, BVLGARI Hotels & Resorts, St. Regis 
Hotels & Resorts, EDITION, The Luxury Collection, JW 
Marriott Hotels & Resorts and W Hotels Worldwide; for the 
region. 
In her role, Candice is focused on developing and executing 
distinctive brand activations and partnerships that support 
the growth vision for each of the eight extraordinary luxury 
brands, while looking at unique ways to collectively bringing 
them together under the MILUX lens.
She drives the marketing strategy for luxury hotel openings 
across the Middle East and Africa, and is responsible for 
raising awareness around first-time introductions of the 
brand across the region. 

PAUL BRUCE-BAND  l  GENERAL MANAGER

Ellerman House, Cape Town, South Africa

Paul Bruce-Brand is the newly appointed General 
Manager for Ellerman House, which was voted by Condé 
Nast Traveler as the Number 13 best Hotel in the World 
and the Top Hotel in Africa and the Middle East. Ellerman 
House owns an extraordinary art collection of over 1000 
works, spanning original works from the turn of the last 
century to contemporary African art that are exhibited as 
part of creating a unique and memorable artistic 
experience for their guests.
Paul also works closely with the owners of Ellerman 
House on the Ellerman House ArtAngels Initiative which 
they founded in 2011 as a charity art auction to raise 
funds for The Click Foundation, targeted at groups of 
young children commencing on their reading journey 
through Early Childhood Developing Centers, schools 
and after school programmes. The proceeds of the 
charity event are used to buy computers and expand the 
reach of the Reading Eggs programme in the 
environments in which they operate.
Prior to his appointment as General Manager at Ellerman 
House, Paul was a General Manager with Seasons in 
Africa for 6 years. Paul comes from a strong Human 
Resources background where he was a HR Manager at 
Sun International and a HR Practitioner at Anglo 
American. Paul is passionate about hospitality and 
enthusiastic about building a unified team of motivated 
people working together to create an unforgettable and 
unmatched experience for guests.
Paul has obtained a CHA through the American Hotel and 
Lodging Educational Institute.

ANNE-CECILE DE CHAUMONT   l   CREATIVE CONSULTANT

Dubai, UAE
Former Director of Design, Rove Hotels

Anne-Cecile de Chaumont is a versatile Creative 
Consultant with an expertise on hospitality concepts. She 
works across brand positioning and design with a guest 
centric approach and a solid business understanding. 
She served as Director of Design for Rove hotels – a 
contemporary lifestyle and design-influenced brand – 
leading the design of all guest facing components from 
ideation to implementation. She was also in charge of the 
Art Program for the Brand. 
Rove hotels have been featured in several publications 
(Sleeper Magazine, Dezeen, Harper’s Bazaar…). In 2017 
Rove was awarded Best Concept of the Year at the 
inaugural AHEAD MEA awards.
As a freelance consultant Anne has undertaken a taste & 
style audit for Emaar Hospitality Group and she has been 
conducting the Material Innovation Workshop at SIKKA 
Art Fair, in partnership with Zayed University and 
DuPont. 
She was also Project Manager in charge of site analysis, 
functional planning and design concepts for the Jardin de 
Valloires and the Hotel of Cap Hornu in Saint Valery in 
France.
Parallel to her consultancy work she is also a Professor in 
Interior Design and Visual Arts and served as Adjunct 
Assistant Professor at Zayed University in Dubai and 
Chairwoman in Interior Design in France.
Anne de Chaumont holds the equivalent of a Master of 
Architecture from the National School of Architecture of 
Versailles; the equivalent of a Doctor of Education in 
Design and Art from Ecole Normale Supérieure de 
Cachan in Paris and the equivalent of a Master of Arts in 
Interior and Product Design from Ecole Boulle, Paris.

ISABEL PINTADO  l  SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT & MANAGING 

DIRECTOR MEA

Wilson Associates, Dubai, UAE

Isabel epitomizes a style of harmonious natural and 
contemporary elements. 
She is a seasoned interior architecture professional with an 
invaluable familiarity of the region’s culture and business 
landscapecombined with an in-depth knowledge of the 
industry. As Senior Vice President and Managing Director, 
Isabel leads the Dubai design studio, oversees the design 
direction for each project, and generates opportunities for 
Wilson’s global design studios. 
Under her leadership, the Dubai studio has doubled its staff 
and is preparing for a much-anticipated move to the Dubai 
Design District. For as long as she can remember, her 
passion has been for design. Isabel kindles her creativity by 
trekking in the mountains, camping in the desert, and 
hosting dinner parties for friends. Much of her inspiration is 
found through her love for travelling, watching people on 
the street, and visiting exhibitions by an eclectic roster of 
artists and designers.

JOE TABET  l  FOUNDER & MANAGING DIRECTOR

JT & Partners, Dubai, UAE

Joe Tabet is an exceptional and multi-award-winning 
architect with over 20 years of extensive experience in 
world-wide architectural and construction industry as 
well as in master planning and urban design.
Named Principal of the Year by the Middle East Architect 
Awards 2017, he was described as “revolutionary”, 
breaking out of the traditional mould of architectural 
design and proceeded to create “structures and 
communities that would transcend design and 
encompass societal and environmental issues”.
He was selected as one of 40 most influential architects 
in the Middle East by Middle East Architect Power List 
2017. His strong belief in “to get... you need to sweat...” 
sculpted his personality and character, creating an urge 
within him to seek the right professional opportunities 
with determination to succeed through commitment, 
hard work and self-development.
Early 2015, he founded JT & Partners, with offices in 
Dubai, Abu Dhabi and Lebanon. Under his leadership, JT 
& Partners became an “overnight success”, quickly 
gaining recognition as a world-renown consultant and 
delivering iconic, environmental and socially sustainable 
projects located in international destinations, from 
Morocco to Seychelles, Lebanon, India, Sri Lanka, Angola, 
Cameroon, North and Central Africa, KSA and the UAE, 
spanning residential, hospitality, commercial, mixed-use 
and masterplan developments.

SUSAN BRUCE  l  SENIOR ASSOCIATE  l  SENIOR PROJECT 

DESIGNER

WATG & Wimberly Interiors, Dubai, UAE

Susan brings to the team over 15 years of experience 
specializing in design conceptualization through 
installation. Her expertise includes golf clubs, hotels, 
resorts, restaurants, vacation ownership resorts, sales 
centers and private residence clubs. She contributes a 
wealth of knowledge and extensive understanding of the 
design process.
Susan approaches each project with creativity, insight 
and attention to detail to fulfill the needs of the client. 
Her responsibilities include design concept, project 
management, client relationships, FF&E selections and 
specifications, construction documents and 
construction administration. Her design capabilities 
extend to on-site supervision working in tandem with 
architects, artisans and craftsmen.
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STEVE WILSON  l   FOUNDER

21c Museum Hotels, Louisville, USA

Together with his wife, Laura Lee Brown, Steve Wilson is the creative 
force behind 21c Museum Hotels. He’s found success by using 
his passion and intuition as a guide in hospitality, farming, preservation, 
philanthropy, investing and collecting contemporary art. 
Aiming to engage the public with art in a new way, Wilson and 
Brown converted vacant buildings into an interactive museum, 
boutique hotel and restaurant. Today, 21c Museum Hotels has 
expanded into seven cities, a multi-venue museum with more 
than 70,500 square feet of exhibition space. Much of the art 
exhibited at 21c Museum Hotels draws from the couple’s 
personal collection of more than 3,000 works. Though their 

MARCELLO CABEZAS  l   ARTISTIC PRODUCER

macIDeas, Toronto, Canada
Placemaker, Curator, City Builder, Producer

Marcello Cabezas is a highly respected and National Award 
Winning Producer, Culture Curator, City Builder, Placemaker 
and HuffPo Canada Contributor. He is the recipient of the 
prestigious Arnold Edinborough Award for his contribution to 
national arts & culture development and the Toronto Star has 
called him "...a culture guru...the show business 
jack-of-all-trades, master of most." Chosen as one of the 
national Canadian Grey Goose Notables, he was a member of 
the Executiviva! Ambassador Program for the TO2015 
Pan/Parapan Games. He was also the co-chair and member of 

the steering committee that explored a bid for Expo Canada 
2025. In recent years, he has been seen as a leader in the 
placemaking discipline galvanizing his relationships with 
mavens in the food & beverage, arts & culture, wellness, play, 
technology and nightlife verticals. He has authored 
transformative interim use and master plan way forwards for 
leading developers such as First Gulf (interim use and East 
Harbour), Streetcar Developments, the restoration of The 
Paradise Theatre (Summer 2018), and the shipping container 
hub stackt (late spring 2018). His methodology and insights have 
translated to future work around the world and he actively 
contributes to creative economy policy for three levels of 
government in Canada.

tastes in art differ, their approaches are the same: never buying 
for investment, but rather for the love of the work.
As Chairman of 21c Museum Hotels, Steve is focused on 
ensuring the original vision of 21c Museum Hotels is translated 
into each project through art, architecture, hospitality, and 
food. Under his leadership, 21c was launched into the national 
spotlight, and the brand has sustained a tremendous growth 
trajectory. Prior to founding 21c, Wilson’s public sector career 
included work for the administrations of four Kentucky 
governors. He remains an active member of Louisville’s civic 
community, as well as the national arts community. Wilson 
serves on the National Committee of the Whitney Museum, the 
Kentucky Horse Park Board of Directors and is a founding member 
and past President of the Kentucky Museum of Art and Craft.
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The Art of Insurance

Willis Towers Watson is a leading 
global advisory, broking and solutions 
company that helps clients around the 
world turn risk into a path for growth. 
With roots dating to 1828, Willis 
Towers Watson has 40,000 employees 
in more than 140 countries.

We design and deliver solutions that 
manage risk, optimize bene ts, 
cultivate talent and expand the power 
of capital to protect and strengthen 
institutions and individuals.

Our unique perspective allows us to see the critical 
intersections between talent, assets and ideas - the 
dynamic formula that drives business performance.

Together, we unlock potential.

In the U.A.E. we operate principally through Al 
Futtaim Willis, a joint venture between Al Futtaim 
Services Co LLC and Willis Group Limited. Al Futtaim 
Willis is a commercial insurance broker and 
consultant licensed in the U.A.E. since 1976.

Learn more at willistowerswatson.com
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For more information and inquiries, email

info@uapcompany.com

UAP collaborates with artists, architects, designers & developers

to bring uncommon creativity to the public realm.
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Inspired by the element of water and Dubai’s 
maritime past, the dynamically-lit glass sculpture 
is composed of thousands of individually crafted 
glass pearls. Preciousness, rarity and timelessness 
– the qualities inherently present in hand-blown 
Bohemian crystal.

BUILDING 2A, AL MUSTAQBAL STR. CITY WALK, DUBAI, UAE
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