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Carlos Cruz Diez JR has been instrumental in the realization process of monumental 
works of Carlos Cruz Diez being integrated in architecture and urban landscape.

Wahat Al Karama exemplifies the power of fusion between 
art and architecture in a project that conveys purpose and 

emotion and creates a place of reflection, serenity and 
significance for its nation.

UAP collaborated with British artist, Idris Khan, to realise a 
monument as the centrepiece of the new United Arab 

Emirates (UAE) Memorial Park, ‘Wahat Al Karama’, in Abu 
Dhabi. Commissioned by His Highness Sheikh Mohammed 

bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy 
Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, the 
memorial honours the members of the UAE Armed Forces 

and the sacrifices made in support of their country’s 
sovereignty, dignity and freedom.

The centrepiece of ‘Wahat Al Karama’, meaning “the oasis of 
dignity”, is a 90-metre long monument comprised of 31 
leaning tablets which symbolise the support between 

soldiers, families and citizens in the face of adversity. Clad 
with over 850 cast aluminium panels, sections of the tablets 
are sandblasted and stamped with poems by emirs of the 

UAE. The ‘Pavilion of Honour’ positioned at the end of the 
memorial journey was designed by Khan in collaboration 

with bureau^proberts. The internal walls of the pavilion are 

clad with over 2,700 plates cast from 11 tons of recycled 
aluminium sourced from decommissioned armoured 

vehicles. The plates are embedded with names of UAE 

heroes whose lives have been lost in service.

SUBODH GUPTA  l   ARTIST

New Delhi, India

CARLOS CRUZ-DIEZ, JR.   l   MANAGING DIRECTOR

Atelier Cruz-Diez & Art Team Paris, Paris, France

The term percent for art refers to a program, often a city 
ordinance, where a fee, usually some percentage of the 
project cost, is placed on large scale development projects in 
order to fund and install public art. The details of such 
programs vary from area to area. Percent for art programs 
are used to fund public art where private or specialized 
funding of public art is unavailable. Similar programs, such 
as "art in public places", attempt to achieve similar goals by 
requiring that public art be part of a project, yet they often 
allow developers to pay in-lieu fees to a public art fund as an 
alternative.

Boston

The Mayor’s Office of Arts and Culture released the City’s 
first cultural plan, Boston Creates, in 2016, calling for 
increased support to Boston’s arts and culture ecosystem.
The Percent for Art Program, included for the first time in 
the FY18-22 Capital Plan, is a critical policy outcome of this 
planning process. The Percent for Art Program 
demonstrates the City’s leadership and commitment to 
sustainable funding for the arts by setting aside one percent 
of the City’s annual capital borrowing for the commissioning 
of public art.

Established by Futurecity Founder Mark Davy, together with 
Pace Gallery's Mollie Dent-Brocklehurst and Pace 
worldwide CEO Marc Glimcher, Future\Pace offers an 
innovative approach to commissioning art in the public 
realm. It draws on the expansive and important histories of 
Futurecity and Pace, combining expertise in commissioning 
large-scale collaborative, multidisciplinary artworks 
alongside an extensive global network of contemporary 
artists, galleries and resources.
Future\Pace works with a carefully selected group of artists 
drawn from Pace's longstanding commitment to artists 
working in the fields of technology and experiential art. The 
Pace Art + Technology programme, launched in 2015, has 
drawn a connection from the Art and Technology movement 
of 1970s California, pioneered by Robert Irwin and James 
Turrell, to the artists that are breaking boundaries in the way 

Future / Pace

US Percent for Art Program

Wahat Al Karama
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San Francisco

The City has two Percent for Art programs, in which a percentage 
of construction costs are allocated to art. The San Francisco Arts 
Commission manages the Art Enrichment Ordinance that 
ensures that 2% of construction costs of civic buildings, 
transportation improvement projects, and new parks be 
allocated for public art. The Planning Department administers 
the 1% for Art program, which requires private developers of 
buildings over 25,000 square feet in the downtown area and 
nearby neighborhoods to commission publicly accessible art 
equal to 1% of the development's hard construction costs. The 
intent of the 1% for Art program is to enrich large building 
projects with publicly accessible artworks.  

Los Angeles County

Los Angeles County is the largest municipal jurisdiction in the 
United States serving a population of over ten million people. 
In 2004, the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors 
adopted the County’s first Civic Art Policy, which allocates 1% 
of design and construction costs of County capital projects to 
a Civic Art Special Fund.
The Los Angeles County Arts Commission Civic Art Program 
provides leadership in the development of high quality civic 
spaces by integrating artists into the planning and design 
process at the earliest possible opportunity, encouraging 
innovative approaches to civic art, and providing access to 
artistic experiences of the highest caliber for the residents of 
Los Angeles County. Working with leading artists, emerging 
public artists, County departments and communities, the 
Civic Art Program creates artwork, design, public 
engagement activities, exhibitions, temporary art, and event 
based programming for new and renovated facilities 
throughout Los Angeles County. The program has 
commissioned work for capital projects for public libraries, 
parks, pools, community centers, jails and health centers.

MARK DAVY  l  FOUNDER & CEO

FutureCity, London, UK
MOLLIE DENT-BROCKLEHURST  l  PRESIDENT 

Pace Gallery, London, UK

Minnesota 

The Minnesota Percent for Art in Public Places program 
acquires works of art to be exhibited in and around 
state-funded buildings in areas regularly accessible to 
the general public. The program is administered by the 
Minnesota State Arts Board in cooperation with the 
Minnesota Department of Administration. Percent for 
Art secures artwork in two ways: by purchasing existing 
work, or by commissioning artists to create new work 
especially for the building or site. In order to reflect the 
rich diversity of the citizens of Minnesota, the Percent 
for Art program chooses artwork that represents a wide 
range of social, cultural, and historical values. The work 
also must be enduring and thought provoking, as well as 
fiscally responsible and appropriate for the space.

that contemporary art is seen and experienced today. 
Through experience, interactivity and social media, our 
artists have created new ways of engaging with a new 
audience, resulting in a large, passionately supportive and 
global audience.
The partnership aims to create a 'gallery without walls', 
providing imaginative, site-specific contemporary art, 
embedded into infrastructure, architecture and urban 
landscapes. Their artists exist in a world where the 
interchange of disciplines is becoming the norm, working 
independently and in collaboration with other disciplines 
including architects, designers, landscape architects, 
engineers, community representatives, technologists and 
scientists, indeed with anyone interested in the idea of 
placing art in urban places.

A Pioneering 
Approach to 

Commissioning Art 
in the Public Realm

unfoldbrics.art Monday
March 19, 2018
1 Rajab, 1439
EARLY EDITION
©All rights reserved 2018

UNFOLDBRICS

Subodh Gupta chooses signature objects of the indian sub-continent and relocates them as art objects in monumental installations 
of stainless steel and tiffin-tins to create inspiring installations in public spaces. 



Public art offers more than aesthetic enhancements to 

today's built environment. It is a distinguishing part of 
our public history, our evolving culture and our collective 
memory. It reflects and reveals our society and adds 
meaning to our cities and uniqueness to our 

communities. Public art humanizes the built environment 

and invigorates public spaces. It connects our past, 
present and future.

Places with strong public art expressions break the trend 

of blandness and sameness, and give communities a 
stronger sense of place and identity. It can also generate 
positive bottom-line economic impact, with material 
financial benefit, thus creating an unintended revenue 
stream for developers and the local government.

Public art in transit-oriented developments offers 
exceptional marketing opportunities for both public 

agencies and private developers. The continuous high 

visibility, publicity, and brand identification of iconic 
public art can generate increased leasing interest, 
perhaps more than any other element of a transit-related 
project.

The intangible benefits of public art — aesthetic beauty, 
cultural interpretation, education, inspiration, and the 
general improvement of the urban environment — are 
well-known. These "soft" benefits, however, are often 
overlooked or dismissed as a low priority, especially 
during challenging economic times. 

Harmony is a state of coexistence, it is achieved when 
two or more entities complement each other and 
enhance one another’s effects. It is ubiquitous, but when 
things are in perfect harmony we rarely give a second 
thought to the disparate elements at play. As intuitive as 
it may seem, Architecture and Art are not always seen as 
cohabiters of the same space and is too often forgotten, 
an example of a harmonious relationship.
Sensitivity to the relationship between art and its 
surroundings has grown during the last decade to create 
a balance in interior and exterior design. There is an 
increasing importance of integrating art within 
architecture to meet the evolving needs of contemporary 
society and shape today’s real estate and the built 
environment. Utilizing art to enrich the urban landscape 
provides a unique identity and greater visibility to 
architectural excellence.

Theresa Sweetland is the Executive Director of Forecast 
Public Art and Publisher of Public Art Review Magazine. 
She holds a Master's degree in Urban and Regional 
Planning from The University of Minnesota Hubert H. 
Humphrey School of Public Affairs.  Previously, Theresa 
served as Executive/Artistic Director of Intermedia Arts, 
Minnesota's premier multidisciplinary, multicultural arts 
organization and as Director of Development and External 
Relations at the Minnesota Museum of American Art. 
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13:15 NETWORKING LUNCH AT MAIDEN SHANGHAI,

FIVE PALM JUMEIRAH DUBAI SPONSORED BY

09:15

11:00

 

PERCENT FOR ART PROGRAM 

The Role of Public Art in Enhancing the Environment, Increasing Civic Pride 
and Promoting Economic Development.

FUTURE\PACE 

A Pioneering Approach to Commissioning Major Artworks in the 
Public Realm

10:30 

12:15  

INSPIRING AND BUILDING BETTER COMMUNITIES 

Transforming Everyday Spaces into a New Public Art Gateway 

Public Art

Art &
Architecture

MODERATED BY

THERESA SWEETLAND  l  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Forecast Public Art, Minnesota, USA
Publisher Public Art Review - Forecast Public Art

MODERATED BY

MATT SHAW  l  SENIOR EDITOR

The Architect’s Newspaper, New York, USA
Founder and Co-Editor of Mockitecture 

09:00
SPECIAL KEYNOTE ADDRESS

Exploring the Current Trends and Examining the 
Critical Issues facing Artists, Public Agencies, Program 
Managers, City Planners, Educators, Developers and 
Others who comprise the Constellation of Public Art 
Stakeholders in our Contemporary Society

PAULINE KANAKO KAMIYAMA  l  
DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF CIVIC ART

Los Angeles County Arts Commission, 
Los Angeles, USA

BEN OWEN  l  PROGRAM OFFICER, 
PERCENT FOR ART

Minnesota State Arts Board, 
Minnesota, USA 

KARIN GOODFELLOW  l  DIRECTOR

Boston Art Commission & Boston AIR, 
Mayor’s Office of Arts & Culture, 
Boston, USA

DORKA KEEHN   l  PRINCIPAL

Keehn on Art, San Francisco, USA
Commissioner SF Arts Commission

LAUREN KENNEDY   l  EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR

UrbanArt Commission, Memphis,
Tennessee, USA

SAM RAUCH  l   DIRECTOR OF SPECIAL 
PROJECTS

Public Art Fund, New York, USA

SUBODH GUPTA  l   ARTIST

New Delhi, India

JESSE BRACKENBURY  l  EXECUTIVE 

DIRECTOR

Rose Kennedy Greenway Conservancy, 
Boston, USA

14:30

16:30

The Bay Lights, the USD$12 M 25,000 LED Installation by 
artist, Leo Villareal for the San Francisco Bay Bridge 
discussed by Dorka Keehn who led the fundraising.

Marque Exhibition of Public Art Fund's 40th year, Ai Weiwei: 
Good Fences Make Good Neighbours, a project of 
unprecedented scale and scope encompassing more than 
300 unique commissioned artworks installed throughout the 
urban landscape of New York

Random International is a collaborative studio for experimental 
practice within contemporary art. Founded in 2005 by Hannes 
Koch and Florian Ortkrass, the studio now includes a larger 
team in London and Berlin. Questioning aspects of identity and 
autonomy in the post-digital age, Random International's work 
invites active participation. Their work Rain Room—a 
large-scale environment of continual, responsive rainfall—has 
been exhibited at Los Angeles County Museum of Art (2015); 
Yuz Museum, Shanghai (2015); Museum of Modern Art, New 
York (2013); and London's Barbican (2012). 

teamLab is a collaborative and interdisciplinary group of 
‘ultra-technologists’, whose work rests at the intersection 
of art, science, technology and creativity.

Carlos Cruz Diez (Caracas, 1923) is the father of a new 
cognitive approach to color: he notably focused on a 
dissociation between form and color “I changed the colored 
plane into a succession of parallel colored lines laid out 
vertically”; “chromatic event modules” that materializes a 
color “constantly appearing and disappearing over time” as 
he explains. Based on this observation, he developed his 
work through several theories: Couleur Additive(1959), 
Induction Chromatique (1963), Physichromie (1986) and 
Chromosaturation to only name a few. Internationally 
renowned, Carlos Cruz-Diez exhibited his work at the 
MoMA in New York during “The Responsive Eye’s” 
exhibition in 1965, in the Venezuelan Pavilion at the Venice 
Biennale in 1970, as well as at the Museum of Fine Arts, 
Houston (MFAH), which has shown an extensive 
retrospective of his work in 2011.
But Carlos Cruz-Diez’s work isn’t just made for museums. In 
July 2016, the artist, interviewed by Olivier Namias for Jean 
Nouvel’s L’Architecture d’Aujourd’hui explains how his 
artistic commitment has always prompted him to intervene 
directly into the city: “The streets and architecture 
appeared to me as the best way to communicate art and to 
integrate it into society”. Carlos Cruz-Diez’s artistic 
approach shows him as a humanist, conscious of an art that 
is open to all, prompting him to work with architects and 
engineers in order to integrate his work in office spaces, 
public spaces, or passageways.

MARK DAVY  l   FOUNDER & CHIEF
EXECUTIVE OFFICER

FutureCity, London, UK

MOLLIE DENT-BROCKLEHURST  l  
PRESIDENT

Pace Gallery, London, UK
Founder of Future\Pace

IKKAN SANADA

FOUNDER & PRESIDENT

Ikkan Art International, 
Singapore

HANNES KOCH & FLORIAN ORTKRASS 

FOUNDERS & DIRECTORS

Random International, London, UK
The creators behind the immersive 
spectacle 'Rain Room'

MORNING REFRESHMENTS

SPECIAL PHOTOGRAPHY BY

UWE NIENSTEDT  l  SENIOR REGIONAL 
MANAGER MIDDLE EAST – NORTH AFRICA 

Skidmore Owings & Merill LLP, Dubai, 
UAE

CARLOS CRUZ-DIEZ, JR.   l   MANAGING
DIRECTOR
MARIANA CRUZ   l   PROJECT MANAGER 
Atelier Cruz-Diez & Art Team Paris,
Paris, France

DANIEL TOBIN   l  FOUNDER &
CREATIVE DIRECTOR
UAP, Brisbane, Australia

ERIC TOMICH

FAIA, RIBA
Adrian Smith + Gordon 
Gill, Dubai, UAE

ART MEETS ARCHITECTURE

The Role of Art as an Ideal Companion to Architectural Excellence

 
DARA TOWHIDI   l   PARTNER

Foster + Partners, London, UK

PLACEMAKING AND URBAN SPACES 

Creating High Performing Urban Cities through Creative Art-Based Placemaking

PHILLIP JONES     l    PRINCIPAL, 
MANAGING DIRECTOR MIDDLE EAST 
& NORTH AFRICA

B+H Architects, Dubai, UAE

ROBERT SHAKESPEARE    l    GROUP 
DESIGN DIRECTOR

Cracknell, Dubai, UAE
CHRIS RAZZELL    l    DIRECTOR

Aspect Studios, Melbourne, Australia

Matt Shaw is the founder and co-editor of Mockitecture, a 
half-manifesto/half-satire collection of architectural 
debauchery. He has worked for the Columbia Laboratory 
for Architectural Broadcasting (C-Lab), Storefront for Art 
and Architecture, Architizer, and been published in The 
Architectural Review, Beyond, Domus, and Icon. He wrote 
and researched two editions of the guidebook "Europe's 
Top 100 Architecture and Design Schools" for Domus. Matt 
leads the experimental research group Critical Method 
Unit (CMU) at Syracuse University NYC Architecture 
Program and has been an invited critic at numerous 
schools including Yale University, Columbia University, 
SCI-Arc, and UCLA.of the Board of The Architecture Lobby 
and Tenured Professor at Pratt Institute. 17:45 END OF CONFERENCE

16:45
AFTERNOON REFRESHMENTS

SPECIAL PERFORMANCE 
& PHOTOGRAPHY BY

Artist Project
Feature
LEO VILLAREAL

AI WEIWEI

RANDOM INTERNATIONAL

TEAM LAB

CARLOS CRUZ DIEZ



DORKA KEEHN   l   PRINCIPAL

Keehn on Art, San Francisco, USA
Commissioner SF Arts Commission

Dorka Keehn is the Principal of Keehn On Art 
(keehonart.com), an art consulting firm that works with real 
estate developers on their building's art programming 
particularly their public art requirements. She serves as a 
San Francisco Arts Commissioner and chairs the Visual Arts 
Committee that commission's all of the city's public artwork. 
Additionally, Dorka is the co-founder of Sites Unseen 
(sitesunseen.org), a project that is activating neglected 
alleys with art installations in downtown San Francisco. She 
also led the fundraising effort for The Bay Lights, the $12M 
25,000 LED light installation by artist Leo Villareal for the 
San Francisco Bay Bridge.

KARIN GOODFELLOW   l   DIRECTOR

Boston Art Commission & Boston AIR, Mayor’s Office of 
Arts & Culture, Boston, USA

Karin Goodfellow drives all public art initiatives and policies for 
the City of Boston. As a leader in the arts in the Greater Boston 
Area, she is a relationship builder, connector, fundraiser, and 
arts advocate. Ms. Goodfellow leads the Boston Art 
Commission, housed in the Mayor's Office of Arts and Culture, 
to commission and approve innovative and transformative art 
and promote its accessibility to enrich the lives of Boston's 
diverse citizens and visitors. She has reinvigorated the City's 
portfolio of artworks to engage in contemporary trends and 
dialogues with an emphasis on artistic excellence that reflects 
the diversity and values of Boston's neighborhoods. An artist 
herself, Ms. Goodfellow fosters involvement of Boston's arts 
influencers, cultivates collaboration, curates projects, leads 
community engagement, and manages all aspects of 
operations. Since 2008, she has succeeded in increasing 
transparency and procedural clarity by removing obstacles to 
improve artistic performance and experience. In 2016, she grew 
that work to include projects funded through the City's capital 
budget with the creation of the City's first Percent-for-Art 
program. She also spearheaded the City of Boston's first 
Artist-In-Residency program, Boston AIR, now entering its 
third year. Through this expanding program, Ms. Goodfellow 
cultivates new approaches to familiar challenges in city 
government by supporting local artists as agents of reflection, 
collaboration, and activism.
A graduate of Dartmouth College, Harvard University, and 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Ms. Goodfellow 
has a background in project planning and design, policy and 
implementation, and visual arts and social practice.

PAULINE KANAKO KAMIYAMA  l  DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF CIVIC ART

Los Angeles County Arts Commission, Los Angeles, USA

Pauline Kamiyama is Deputy Director of Civic Art for the Los 
Angeles County Arts Commission. She is responsible for 
planning, developing and implementing what is becoming 
one of the largest public art programs in the country, with 
over 40 active projects, ranging in size from $10,000 to $1 
million. The Civic Art Program, which began in 2005, allocates 
1% of county capital projects for public art. The Deputy 
Director of Civic Art develops and articulates a broad vision 
for the program and oversees a team of project managers.
Ms. Kamiyama has more than 16 years of experience in the 
arts and culture sector, primarily in civic and community 
based institutions.  She has managed projects with budgets 
ranging from $5,000 to over $1,000,000. Ms. Kamiyama is a 
strong advocate for community engagement with innovative 
problem solving and collaborative strategies. She has a 
particular interest in creative placemaking that brings 
artists, residents, business owners, civic and community 
stakeholders together to assess and improve the unique 
physical and social character of a place through creative 
activities. She has worked on community development 
initiatives around issues of homelessness, cultural diversity 
and equity and health and sustainability. Ms. Kamiyama has 
a Bachelor’s degree in Political Science from CSU, Fullerton 
and post graduate studies in public administration. 

BEN OWEN   l   PROGRAM OFFICER, PERCENT FOR ART

Minnesota State Arts Board, Minnesota, USA

Originally from Chattanooga, Tennessee, but now happily 
rooted in Saint Paul, Minnesota, Ben Owen has more than a 
decade of experience in public art management for 
statewide public art agencies in the United States. In his 
current role at the Minnesota State Arts Board, he manages 
the Minnesota Percent for Art in Public Places program, 
which acquires works of art for communities throughout 
Minnesota using up to one percent of state-funded capital 
construction or renovation project budgets. Prior to making 
the move to Minnesota, he was based in Santa Fe, New 
Mexico, and was a project coordinator for the Art in Public 
Places program at New Mexico Arts, a Division of the 
Department of Cultural Affairs and the state arts agency for 
the State of New Mexico. Notable public art acquisitions that 
he has facilitated throughout his career as a public art 
administrator and independent consultant include the 
Student Innovation Center at Iowa State University in Ames, 
IA; the newly-developed Riverfront Plaza at the Mayo Civic 
Center in Rochester, MN; the Bioscience and Health Careers 
Center at North Hennepin Community College in Brooklyn 
Park, MN; Wade Municipal Stadium in Duluth, MN; WisePies 
Arena at the University of New Mexico in Albuquerque, NM; 
the Mark and Stephanie Medoff Theatre in New Mexico 
State University’s Center for the Arts in Las Cruces, NM; and 
Spaceport America in Upham, NM. Owen holds a Bachelor of 
Fine Arts in photography from the University of Memphis 
and an Associate of Science in fine art from Chattanooga 
State Community College. He is a professional member of 
Americans for the Arts and the National Assembly of State 
Arts Agencies, sits on the steering committee for the Public 
Art Scrambler, an initiative of Forecast Public Art, and is on 
the management team of Merriam Station Community 
Garden.

JESSE BRACKENBURY   l   EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Rose Kennedy Greenway Conservancy, Boston, USA

Jesse Brackenbury leads the Rose Kennedy Greenway 
Conservancy, the non-profit that manages the Rose 
Kennedy Greenway, a signature contemporary public park. 
Jesse manages the Conservancy’s public-private 
partnership, reimagining the use of public space with a 
keen understanding of The Greenway’s position as an 
economic driver, a front-yard for neighbors, and a 
destination for visitors. Jesse works with the Board of 
Directors on strategic planning and revenue generation, 
and he oversees organizational management and external 
relations. Under Jesse’s leadership, the Conservancy added 
acclaimed offerings including the landmark Greenway 
Carousel at The Tiffany & Co. Foundation Grove, the 
Mobile Eats Program, the free Wi-Fi network, and Boston’s 
first beer garden in a public park. The Conservancy has 
become a leader in temporary exhibitions of contemporary 
public art with installations from renowned artists 
including Os Gemeos, Janet Echelman, Ai Weiwei, 
Lawrence Weiner, and Mehdi Ghadyanloo. The 
Conservancy’s programming, organic horticulture 
practices, and public art have all won awards under his 
stewardship. Jesse was recognized by the Greater Boston 
Chamber of Commerce as one of the 2015 “Ten 
Outstanding Young Leaders” and by the Boston Business 
Journal as one of their 2014 “40 under 40” honorees." Jesse 
serves on the state’s Public Market Commission. He 
previously served on the Downtown Waterfront Municipal 
Harbor Plan Advisory Committee and the Governor’s Public 
Art Task Force. Jesse joined the Greenway Conservancy as 
Chief Operating Officer in 2009 and has led the 
Conservancy since 2013. Jesse has also worked for The 
Boston Consulting Group, the City of New York 
Department of Parks and Recreation, United Nations 
World Food Programme in Italy. 

CARLOS CRUZ-DIEZ, JR.   l   MANAGING DIRECTOR

Atelier Cruz-Diez & Art Team Paris, Paris, France

Managing Director of Atelier Cruz-Diez & Art Team Paris
Managing Director of Espace Expression (Miami, USA), an 
art centre dedicated to thematic exhibitions.
Managing Director of Logistics Fine Arts (Miami, United 
States), a company specialized in art logistics services 
and the construction of works of art integrated in urban 
space and architecture.
Director of the Cruz-Diez Art Foundation (Houston, USA)
Director of the Foundation Taller Cruz-Diez Caracas 
(Caracas, Venezuela)
Advisor to the East China Architectural Design & 
Research Institute (ECADI), for projects that contemplate 
the integration of art in architecture
For over 40 years Carlos Cruz-Diez Jr. has been working 
as a manager and technical director in the Ateliers of his 
father, the artist Carlos Cruz-Diez, in Paris and Caracas. 
He has participated with Carlos Cruz-Diez in the 
realization of monumental works of art integrated in 
architecture and urban landscape, also in the production 
and organization of exhibitions and other artistic events 
in America, Europe and Asia.

MOLLIE DENT-BROCKLEHURST    l   PRESIDENT

Pace Gallery, London, UK - Founder of Future\Pace

Mollie Dent-Brocklehurst is the founder of Future\Pace. 
She held the position of President of Pace London gallery 
from its launch in 2010 until 2017. After graduating from 
Brown University with a degree in Semiotics, Mollie worked 
as Researcher in the Contemporary & Impressionist 
department at Sotheby’s London (1994–95) and then as a 
Specialist in the department of Impressionist & Modern art 
at Sotheby’s New York. From 1997 to 1999 she was a Director 
at Gagosian Gallery, New York, and in 1999 Mollie returned 
to England to orchestrate the opening of Gagosian’s first 
London gallery. She was Managing Director until 2004. Prior 
to joining Pace London, Mollie was the International 
Director and  Programme Coordinator for The Garage 
Centre for Contemporary Culture,  Moscow, where she 
oversaw the development of the space from its conception.

IKKAN SANADA   l   FOUNDER & PRESIDENT

Ikkan Art International, Singapore

Ikkan Sanada, founder and president of Ikkan Art 
International, has been active on global art market for the 
past 40 years.
Over the past seven years, Ikkan has worked closely with 
teamLab, a digital art collective based in Tokyo, as their primary 
advisor and dealer, helping them chart a course that has 
generated the global awareness of their digital work. teamLab is 
an interdisciplinary group of ultra-technologists whose 
collaborative practice seeks to navigate the confluence of art, 
science, technology, design and the natural world.

LAUREN KENNEDY   l   EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

UrbanArt Commission, Memphis, USA

Lauren Kennedy started as the Executive Director for the 
Urban Art Commission in January 2015. Kennedy brings to 
the organization extensive project and event management 
experience and a sincere enthusiasm for contemporary art. 
She comes to UAC from Ballet Memphis, where as the 
Partnership Manager, she focused on collaborative projects 
and opportunities with creative individuals and other 
organizations around Memphis. 
Prior to Ballet Memphis, Kennedy was the Program Manager 
for the Dallas Art Fair, overseeing the various logistics of the 
three-day, contemporary art fair. Kennedy also ran an 
alternative gallery space for art and conversation called 
Southfork-Memphis out of her home for three and a half 
years. She was a CODA (Center for Outreach in the 
Development of the Arts) Fellow at Rhodes College where she 
received a Bachelor’s of Art in Art History in 2008. Kennedy 
was named one of Memphis’ 20<30 by the Memphis Flyer in 
2014 for her contributions to the local creative community.

DANIEL TOBIN   l   FOUNDER & CREATIVE DIRECTOR

UAP, Brisbane, Australia

As co-founder and creative director of UAP (Urban Art 
Projects), Daniel Tobin has worked on a diverse range of public 
projects and public art master plans, including Education City, 
Qatar; Al Maryah Island, Abu Dhabi, and King Abdullah 
University of Science & Technology, Saudi Arabia. He has 
worked on public commissions with artists Ai Weiwei, Carsten 
Höller, Sui Jianguo, Ned Kahn, Lindy Lee, Iñigo 
Manglano-Ovalle, Sopheap Pich, Arne Quinze, and Nike Savvas; 
most recently working with London-based artist Idris Khan in 
creating an award-winning memorial in Abu Dhabi.  
Mr. Tobin established UAP’s artist edition program which 
facilitates and funds the production of new works for artists, 
including Penny Byrne’s seminal “Felled,” and Reko Rennie’s 
“Regalia” for the 2015 Venice Biennale in the Palazzo Mora. 
With Mr. Tobin’s creative leadership, UAP has collaborated 
with architects Gehry Partners for the University of 
Technology Sydney Business School; Snøhetta for the King 
Abdulaziz Center for World Culture, Dhahran, Saudi Arabia; 
Ralph Appelbaum Associates for the ExxonMobil corporate 
headquarters, Houston, and Kohn Pedersen Fox for Hudson 
Yards in New York City.
His artwork “Gathered Together” has been commissioned by 
the West Hollywood Foundation as the concept underpinning 
the creation of a National AIDS Monument to be built in 2019.
A creative industries outstanding alumnus of the 
Queensland University of Technology, Mr. Tobin was a 
speaker at the 2015 American Institute of Architects 
National Convention in Atlanta, a panelist at the 2015 Global 
Cities at the Crossroads Symposium in New York and at the 
International New York Times’ Art for Tomorrow in Doha. 
Australian by birth, he has lived and worked in the United 
States, the Middle East and China. He currently shares his 
time between Brisbane, New York and Shanghai.

CHRIS RAZZELL   l   DIRECTOR

Aspect Studios, Melbourne, Australia

Chris is a landscape architect and urban designer and has 
been the Director of ASPECT Studios for the past 20 
years. He founded the Melbourne practice in 1993 and 
has been the key point of responsibility for its business 
development and growth across Australia and 
internationally. Chris has been the Director of ASPECT’s 
Shanghai studio since its formation in 2008.

SAM RAUCH   l   DIRECTOR OF SPECIAL PROJECTS

Public Art Fund, New York, USA

Sam Rauch is a New York-based contemporary art 
professional with extensive experience realizing ambitious 
exhibitions in both the public and institutional realms, 
currently serving as the Director of Special Projects at Public 
Art Fund.  Since 2007, he has managed the development and 
implementation of dozens of New York City’s most significant 
public art projects, including major commissions by Antony 
Gormley, Rafael Lozano-Hemmer, Jessica Stockholder, Jeppe 
Hein, Monika Sosnowska, Thomas Schutte, Danh Vo, 
Katharina Grosse, Ugo Rondinone, and most recently, Good 
Fences Make Good Neighbors, an unprecedented 300+ site 
citywide exhibition by celebrated Chinese artist and human 
rights activist Ai Weiwei. Prior to his current role at Public Art 
Fund, he served as the Director of Exhibitions Management at 
the New Museum of Contemporary Art, where he oversaw 
the institution’s Exhibitions Department and organized a 
number of record-breaking exhibitions, including Pipilotti 
Rist: Pixel Forest, Anri Sala: Answer Me, Jim Shaw: The End Is 
Here, and The Keeper.  
A veteran of nonprofit public/private partnerships, Rauch's 
experience connecting the cultural, corporate and civic 
communities in New York City has enabled him to work 
successfully to advance the mission of Public Art Fund, an 
organization founded in 1977 to bring dynamic 
contemporary art to a broad audience in New York City and 
beyond by mounting ambitious free exhibitions of 
international scope and impact that offer the public 
powerful experiences with art and the urban environment.

DARA TOWHIDI   l   PARTNER

Foster + Partners, London, UK

Dara Towhidi is a partner with international experience at all 
stages of the design process across a broad spectrum of 
building types.
He gained First Class Honours BSc in Architecture in 1997 from 
the Bartlett School of Architecture, University College London, 
completing his post graduate studies in 2000. His student work 
was nominated for the RIBA Bronze Medal and later featured in 
the Bartlett Book of Ideas, which showcased ten years of 
student work at the school.
He joined Foster + Partners following his graduation, initially 
working on the Tower Place office building in London. In 2001, 
he joined the team developing an arts complex in Japan 
incorporating a private house, museum and offices. He was 
initially engaged in the design and latterly moved to Japan to 
oversee construction, returning to London in September 2004.
Between 2005 and 2011 Dara was based in the UAE, where he 
oversaw construction of the Index tower in Dubai, an 80-storey 
360,000sqm mixed-use project, awarded the CTBUH Best Tall 
Building in the Middle East & Africa in 2011. He later worked on 
the Zayed National Museum in Abu Dhabi, leading the 
architecture and engineering teams based in Abu Dhabi. The 
museum will be the centrepiece of the Saadiyat Island Cultural 
District and will showcase the history, culture and social and 
economic transformation of the Emirates.
Dara returned to London in 2011 as the partner in charge of the 
420,000sqm Bund Finance Centre, Shanghai, designed jointly 
with Heatherwick Studio. Occupying a prominent site on the 
Bund, the buildings define the 'end point' to Shanghai's most 
famous street. More recently, he has been involved in a number 
of projects in Dubai, including a winning design competition for 
a Creative Community and the masterplan of the Dubai Design 
District Residential Quarter.
Dara relocated to Dubai in August 2015 to establish Foster + 
Partners’ local office. He was made an associate partner in 
2007 and partner in 2009.

SUBODH GUPTA   l   ARTIST

New Delhi, India

Subodh Gupta was born in 1964 in Khagaul, Bihar, India. 
He studied at the College of Art, Patna before moving to 
New Delhi where he currently lives and works. Trained as 
a painter, he has gone on to work with a variety of media 
including painting, performance, video, photography, 
sculpture, and installation. The artist oscillates between 
diverse media, collating disjointed nuggets of 
impressions and experiences, into a wholesome image, 
cast in metal, etched on a canvas, or as a recorded image. 
The inherently transient nature of memory builds in 
magnificently with the artistic urge to preserve for 
posterity the vestiges of what is seen, heard, felt, thought 
or believed.
Gupta is best known for working with everyday objects 
that are ubiquitous throughout India, such as 
mass-produced stainless steel utensils, bicycles, and milk 
pails. 
From these ordinary items the artist produces works that 
reflect on universal issues including migration, 
globalization, and the cosmos. Subodh Gupta’s work 
exemplifies the iconography of a banal, precarious, edgy 
and bustling everyday life, often humungous in 
magnitude, blown out of proportions, peeled out of their 
ordinary skins by their sheer mass and volume. 
His recent exhibitions include the ones at Sackler 
Gallery, Washington DC (2017), Savannah College of Art & 
Design, USA (2016), Museum of Fine Arts, Boston (2016), 
Victoria and Albert Museum, London (2015), The Museum 
für Moderne Kunst, Frankfurt, Germany (2014) and Arario 
Gallery, Seoul, Korea and Shanghai, China (2014).
Subodh Gupta’s retrospective exhibition at Monnaie de 
Paris opens in spring 2018. 

ERIC TOMICH   l   SENIOR ARCHITECT

Adrian Smith + Gordon Gill, Chicago, USA

Eric Tomich is a Senior Architect with over 34 years of 
experience, leading the technical design at Adrian Smith + 
Gordon Gill Architecture. 
His attitude to project work adopts a highly collaborative, 
multidisciplinary approach coupled with the expectation of 
yielding the best possible result in working as part of a 
design collective that assimilates the diverse inputs of 
technology, manufacturing, specialist expertise and craft.  
His career has included a strong focus on built projects and 
the quality of the final result. 
His experience encompasses a range of project types and 
scales, including supertall, mixed use, commercial, civic, 
hospitality and health care projects. He has completed projects 
in North America, Europe, the Middle East and Asia, and his 
global diversity of international project experience yields a very 
broad perspective that has informed his work worldwide. 
One of the most significant projects in his portfolio is the 
Burj Khalifa in Dubai, now the tallest building the world, 
where he functioned as the Dubai‐based Project Director, 
guiding all aspects of the project technical design and 
coordination from commencement to completion of the 
project.  Eric was previously an Associate Director at 
Skidmore, Owings, & Merrill (SOM).
Due to his history of on‐site experience in the Middle East 
and other large‐scale, highly complex projects, he is 
currently leading the Dubai based AS + GG team on the Al 
Wasl Plaza Project, which will form the centerpiece of the 
EXPO 2020 Dubai, and function as the performance and 
central public space for the entire exhibition.

MARK DAVY   l   FOUNDER & CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Futurecity, London, UK

Mark Davy founded Futurecity in 2007 as a culture and 
placemaking consultancy and a platform for the 
culture-driven development of our urban centres. His 
expertise places him at the forefront of the debate about the 
changing role and purpose of modern cities. 
As the Founder of Futurecity, Mark has won a large number 

of major culture and placemaking projects and played a 
leadership role in setting up new creative districts and 
neighbourhoods across London, the UK and internationally. 
He has raised millions of pounds of new funding for the arts 

by persuading the private sector of the importance of 
culture-led placemaking and the role of the arts in creating 
new places. 
In Australia, Mark has set up a new office promoting 
Futurecity’s UK placemaking experience to a growing 
property market to developers, urban regeneration agencies 
and city authorities in Sydney, Melbourne and other cities. 
In Boston, MA he has developed the new ‘Avenue of the Arts’ 
creative district programme for the Boston Foundation and 
the Massachusetts Cultural Council as well as a state-wide 
programme which will see 15 cultural cities announced by 
2022. 
In 2016 Mark co-founded Future\Pace, a strategic 
curatorial partnership with Pace London. The “gallery 
without walls” programme aims to offer opportunities to 
artists working in the medium of light and digital technology 
and to bring large scale art projects to cities across the 
world. 

PHILLIP JONES   l   PRINCIPAL, MANAGING DIRECTOR – 
MIDDLE EAST & NORTH AFRICA

B+H Architects, Dubai, UAE

Phillip joined B+H in 2011 and has more than 35 years of 
experience managing international, complex and 
large-scale projects. He has worked extensively in the 
Middle East and North Africa for over 27 years, where he 
honed his ability to successfully partner with global 
clients on challenging projects.  Prior to joining B+H, 
Phillip practiced with other major firms and worked on 
such notable projects as the Dubai Festival City, as well as 
the Dubai Marina Community Master Plan and Flagship 

ROBERT SHAKESPEARE   l   GROUP DESIGN DIRECTOR

Cracknell, Dubai, UAE

Robert has 27 years’ experience in Asia and the Middle 
East in the design and management of large scale 
landscape, urban design and master planning projects. 
His wealth of experience has been instrumental in 
changing the course of Cracknell and the Middle East 
by establishing new design standards and innovation 
throughout the region. As Group Design Director, Rob 
leads and inspires Cracknell design strategy for 
projects with a primary focus in Asia, India and the 
Middle East.
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UWE NIENSTEDT  l  SENIOR REGIONAL MANAGER MIDDLE 
EAST – NORTH AFRICA 

Skidmore Owings & Merill LLP, Dubai, UAE

Mr. Nienstedt is currently the Senior Regional Manager for 
the renowned architecture and planning firm Skidmore 
Owings and Merrill LLP in Abu Dhabi, responsible for the 
Middle East and North Africa region.
Mr. Nienstedt was the  Head of Master Planning for Emaar 
EC, leading the KAEC Master Plan team till summer of 2015
As Senior Manager for the Abu Dhabi Urban Planning Council 
Uwe oversaw all government led planning projects in Abu 
Dhabi.
At Siemens, he was Corporate Chief Architect and Head of 
Urban Development, responsible for Siemens’ Mega Cities 
initiative. 
At Foster and Partners, Uwe became the MD for the German 
office. He led the Reichstag (German Parliament) and 
Commerzbank projects.
He worked for the architects KEO, GMP, Helmut Jahn, and 
SOM. He taught at Stuttgart University and University of 
Louisiana.
Uwe holds a MBA from the Kellogg School of Management 
and a M.Arch from Virginia Tech. 

Six Tower Mixed Use Development (Dubai, United Arab 
Emirates) and King Abdullah University of Science and 
Technology (Jeddah Kingdom, Saudi Arabia).
Phillip's success with large mixed-use projects is based in 
the design resolution of the public realm and led to his 
recognition with the Architecture and Global Urban 
Design Award in 2005 for his work on Dubai Marina and 
the Doha Institute in 2016. He was also one of the authors 
of the City of Toronto's initial Tall Building Design 
Guidelines. Phillip complements the B+H senior team and 
will help the firm expand its client base in the Middle East 
and Canada.

HANNES KOCH & FLORIAN ORTKRASS I FOUNDERS & DIRECTORS

Random International, London, UK

Hannes Koch and Florian Ortkrass are the founders and 
directors of random international, a London-based studio that 
creates artworks and installations that focus on behavior, 
reaction and intuition in relation to natural phenomena and the 
human form. As directors at random international, Hannes and 
Florian maintains the studio's creative autonomy through their 
focus on the formal aspects and surrounding contexts of their 
projects. Hannes and Florian are driven towards cognition and 
human behavior, and its underlying principles. These interests 
are reflected in the studio's creations.



Home to one of the finest corporate modern art 
c
4
v
w
H
c
i
e
design.

E
N
A
e
o
c
c
their guests.

E
c
t
r
C
p
a
the environments in which they operate.

   unfoldbrics.art  I  Tuesday, March 20, 2018  I  Unfold Daily News

The Art of Insurance

Willis Towers Watson is a leading 
global advisory, broking and solutions 
company that helps clients around the 
world turn risk into a path for growth. 
With roots dating to 1828, Willis 
Towers Watson has 40,000 employees 
in more than 140 countries.

We design and deliver solutions that 
manage risk, optimize bene ts, 
cultivate talent and expand the power 
of capital to protect and strengthen 
institutions and individuals.

Our unique perspective allows us to see the critical 
intersections between talent, assets and ideas - the 
dynamic formula that drives business performance.

Together, we unlock potential.

In the U.A.E. we operate principally through Al 
Futtaim Willis, a joint venture between Al Futtaim 
Services Co LLC and Willis Group Limited. Al Futtaim 
Willis is a commercial insurance broker and 
consultant licensed in the U.A.E. since 1976.

Learn more at willistowerswatson.com
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LASVIT Middle East / PO Box 333272 
Dubai Design District / A 109, Building 6 / Dubai, UAE
T+971 4453 8689 / E me@lasvit.com

lasvit.com

For more information and inquiries, email

info@uapcompany.com

UAP collaborates with artists, architects, designers & developers

to bring uncommon creativity to the public realm.

We curate, design & construct
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La Mer, Dubai

Landscape Architecture • Urban Design • Planning 

Inspired by the element of water and Dubai’s 
maritime past, the dynamically-lit glass sculpture 
is composed of thousands of individually crafted 
glass pearls. Preciousness, rarity and timelessness 
– the qualities inherently present in hand-blown 
Bohemian crystal.

BUILDING 2A, AL MUSTAQBAL STR. CITY WALK, DUBAI, UAE

WWW.PIANOS.AE   PIANOS@PIANOS.AE   04 3854220  055 650385
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