
May 2022

Dear Friends,

Food builds community.

For those of you who have joined us over the years at UMCS’s resident Christmas dinner, Chili Fest, Block Party or an
impromptu Bucks championship barbecue celebration, you know how much we like to enjoy good food in the company of
our friends, family and neighbors. Food has the power to bring us together, to build connections and to fulfill not only our
basic need for sustenance but to live in community with others. Since 1993, UMCS’s emergency food pantry has served
as the hub for our food security outreach in the Washington Park neighborhood, offering a space for community
members to receive free food assistance and get connected to other resources.   

In 2022, UMCS has plans to bring the connections made through food to the forefront of our programming in the
emergency food pantry. Our vision is to transform our traditional food pantry model into one in which Washington Park
residents can gather comfortably to experience fellowship, support, and community. This new space will prioritize
dignity and choice in a relaxed, community-centered environment where neighbors can meet for a cup of coffee,
connect with one another and resource providers, and select their favorite items from a greater variety of fresh,
healthy foods.

To execute this vision, UMCS will take a phased approach to converting our current food pantry program from pre-
packed boxes into an entirely choice shopping experience for the community. Phase 1 will involve transforming the large
pantry area into more of a grocery store shopping experience, with shelving units, fresh food displays, refrigerators and
freezers where individuals can come choose the foods that best align with their family’s needs and preferences. Phase 2
will include additional renovations so that we can more effectively host community service providers and create better
systems for food storage and the re-stocking of our shopping area.

To complement the new choice shopping program, UMCS will also renovate the small kitchenette in our community room
into a full-use kitchen where cooking demonstrations, nutrition classes, and community meals can be held. During pantry
hours, the community room will be a place where neighbors can enjoy a cup of coffee, prepare for their shopping
experience and meet with community partners to address other important needs. Our hope is that the space will be one
that is truly warm, inviting, and comfortable for all who visit.

Through the committed support of our partners, donors, volunteers, and the Washington Park community, UMCS has had
the privilege of providing free food security resources to individuals and families for almost 30 years. As with our other
programs, we have seen the need to evolve our food pantry program to better fit the needs of the community in a way
that elevates our values of dignity, compassion and respect for all. Today I ask you to donate to UMCS to uplift our
vision for the future - of our programs, our mission, and the Washington Park community. 

With all my gratitude,

Bill Schmitt
Executive Director
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Through the digital renderings below, experience the future of the UMCS
Emergency Food Pantry. Take a self-guided virtual tour here:

https://bit.ly/FoodPantryTour


