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December 2021 

 

Dear Friends, 

Building for the future after a year of resilience, restoration and gratitude 

Our annual UMCS resident Christmas party is always one of the highlights of the year. Last 
evening, parents bundled up the kids and came to our community room to celebrate with a 
delicious meal, share some good cheer and return home with a few gifts of gratitude for the many 
ways in which they enrich our community throughout the year.  

This morning, thoughts have already shifted to the next 
set of tasks at hand, but before getting caught back up in 
the daily grind I wanted to take a moment to reflect on 
the past year and, on behalf of the entire UMCS staff and 
Board of Directors, express our sincere gratitude to our 
amazing supporters and partners who have allowed us 
to finish 2021 on a high note and look towards 2022 with 
hopeful anticipation. 

At the outset of 2021, with Covid-related uncertainty still looming large, the UMCS daycare 
remained closed, and our supportive housing program was still in the midst of a painful but much-
needed transition to in-house property management. However, if you looked closely enough 
during those difficult days you could see that the seeds of restoration were already beginning to 
sprout.  

Spurred on by the outpouring of support that we received 
following the outbreak of the pandemic, the UMCS team was 
more determined than ever to put in the work, day after day, 
to stabilize operations and get all our programs back on track. 
Today, as 2021 comes to a close, I couldn’t be happier to let 
you know that that is exactly what happened. The daycare is 
once again humming with activity and our mission-driven 
housing program is better-managed and more vibrant than 

ever, each program now with waiting lists of families eager to become part of the community. 
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From this position of renewed strength, we see 
huge unmet needs across our Washington Park 
neighborhood and ask ourselves what more can 
UMCS do to provide pathways of hope to all of the 
people who call this place home. 

We dream of a renovated food pantry that offers 
greater choice, variety and nutrition to our 
consumers. We dream of greater collaboration with 
our neighborhood partners to eliminate health disparities, reverse the tide of declining home 
ownership and advance the cause of housing and economic justice in our community. As we aspire 
to this and more in the year ahead, I have great confidence that you, our faithful supporters, will 
again rise to the occasion and walk with us on this journey. 

I thank you again for your support and for believing in the mission and work of UMCS. I hope 
that our paths will cross during the coming year. Please contact me anytime if you would like to 
learn more about our work, to visit or volunteer with our programs, or to share your own dreams 
about we can do together in service. 

Sincerely, 

 

Bill Schmitt 
Executive Director 
 

 

PS. UMCS will celebrate its 60th anniversary starting in 2022! To get updates on the special 
celebrations and events happening in honor of this momentous occasion, make sure to subscribe 
to our email newsletter or follow us on Facebook & Instagram.  


