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A

t United Methodist Children’s Services, this spring and summer have
been a time of renewal and rededication to our mission as we look ahead
to a more hopeful future. Here in
Washington Park and across the country we witnessed how the pandemic
exacerbated and further exposed so
many of the deep-rooted disparities
and inequities that continue to afflict
our communities and prevent us from
achieving a more just and perfect
union. With so much more work to be
done, this moment presents us all with

both a challenge and an opportunity
to be better, to embrace discomfort
and be open to growth. However, despite the unprecedented struggles of
the past year, we also saw the power
of people coming together to support
their neighbors, to care for the most
vulnerable and sacrifice for the greater
good. It is that spirit of solidarity and
generosity from our many supporters
that allowed us to not only weather
the storm of the past year but, in many
ways, to emerge from it in a stronger position to fulfill our mission and
enhance the services that we provide.
We are excited to tell you some of
those stories of resilience and rebirth
in this newsletter, highlighted by the
re-opening of our childcare center, the
gradual resumption of in-person gatherings and more sustained, forward-
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looking community engagement in the
Washington Park neighborhood, our
home for the past thirty years.
And while we don’t have space to
focus on it here, I hope you had a
chance to read our supportive housing
profile from earlier this spring. So
much of what we do at UMCS falls
under the rubric of “supportive
housing,” and the pandemic didn’t
stop us from moving forward with
some major changes to a program that
can increasingly serve as a model to
others for how to do competent,
compassionate, and mission-driven
supportive housing. I hope you can
come visit us and check it out for
yourselves in the months ahead.
Thank you as always for your steadfast
support!
~ Bill Schmitt, Executive Director

The Growing Tree Children’s Center Reopens

O

n May 10th, UMCS was delighted
to reopen our childcare center, The
Growing Tree Children’s Center, for the
first time in over a year. We made the
difficult decision to close the center in
March 2020 due to the pandemic and
the health risks to our staff, children,
and their families. Now that the pan-

demic is easing, our teachers and staff
are excited to be back to doing what
they do best.
The Growing Tree Children’s Center
aims to foster a warm inviting environment in which children and their families feel safe, respected, valued and
cared for. Our teachers lead the way in
developing nurturing relationships
The Growing Tree believes that with each child that comes through
play is the best way for young our doors.
The Growing Tree believes that
children to learn.
play is the best way for young
children to learn. Several studies
have demonstrated that positive early childhood experiences
lead to longer life expectancy,
better overall health, and improved ability to manage stress.
Additionally, long-term socialemotional capabilities are more
robust when children have a

chance to learn through play, form
deep relationships, and develop their
brains in a nurturing, language-rich
environment that has a natural rhythm
and flow.
Children at UMCS use various toys
and manipulatives such as pretend
play areas, blocks, art, and independence-building activities to explore
their interests and the wider world
around them. Teachers enrich their
indoor learning with outdoor field
trips, nature walks in Washington Park,
and physical activity in our outdoor
play area. Our early literacy program
is blessed with a diverse selection of
books and provides children with opportunities to sing, write and engage
in fun and thought-provoking conversations.
The Growing Tree Children’s Center
is the place to be when you’re a kid!
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COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS

Active Streets 2021 Begins

U

MCS is proud to be a community partner
for the 2021 Active Streets program in
coordination with the City of Milwaukee’s
Department of Public Works. Mr. Sharaka
Berry, our intrepid Community Organizer,
is engaging residents and partner agencies to deliver a safe, fun and unifying set of
programming up and down our Active Street
along W. Galena and Cherry Streets between

N. 20th–40th Streets. Activities include
neighborhood BBQs and clean ups, bike
rides and walks, and community art projects.
Even more important, the program allows
residents to come together, spend time with
their neighbors and enjoy the outdoors with
a greatly reduced risk of reckless driving.
UMCS is excited to be a part of this impactful
program this summer!

COVID-19 Mobile Vaccination Clinic at UMCS

T

hrough a grant from the Wisconsin
Department of Health Services, UMCS
has been conducting COVID-19 vaccination outreach and education while also
hosting vaccinators from the Milwaukee
Health Department every Wednesday
at our food pantry hours. As of the end
of June, these mobile vaccination clinics
at UMCS have vaccinated a total of 41

people, with 36 of those being fully vaccinated.
Communities like Washington Park
have been among the hardest hit by the
pandemic. At UMCS we are thrilled to
be able to play our part in helping individuals fight back against the virus. We
do this by ensuring that neighborhood
residents have access to accurate health

information from a trusted, familiar person and by providing convenient access
to the vaccine in a positive, comfortable
environment.

UMCS Emergency Food Pantry Serves as Neighborhood Hub

W

ednesday afternoons are a
particularly active day at the
UMCS Emergency Food Pantry, which
we operate in partnership and with
support from Hunger Task
Force. Community partners
like Anthem Blue Cross
and Blue Shield, Hunger
Task Force Nutritionists,
Froedtert & the Medical

College of WI Community Care-A-Van,
City of Milwaukee Health Department
Maternal Fetal Outreach, Food Access
Workers, and more are stationed during
our food pantry hours offering
information and connections
to resources that are often
of urgent need to our
consumers.
UMCS cannot thank our

community partners enough for their
commitment to bring access to the basic
needs for our consumers. UMCS will
continue to foster partnerships with area
organizations that can help improve the
lives of the residents of our community.
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