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- PRESERVING MILITARY AVIATION HERITAGE

ON APPROACH

T

he time for Holiday cheer is once again here, I must
admit in what seems to be in a blink of an eye! To me I
view this in terms of the Museum having so many good
and positive achievements that we simply lost track of time in
2018. I feel blessed to lead such a wonderful team of talented
staff, and volunteers that move the Museum forward. All of
this of course takes funding to sustain this historic treasure.
We sometimes feel we run a small city with various
departments, all with one common goal. To propel us forward
and continue “to preserve military aviation heritage for future
generations.” With a vision to acquire, preserve, and educate.
I would also like to pause, reflect, and thank all of the generous
donors who have donated monetarily and with needed product

By: Joe Pruzzo, CEO

in 2018, which make such an immense difference!
Christmas came early for the Museum this year with a special
delivery in the form of a Lockheed MC-130 P Hercules Search
and Rescue Aircraft from the 129th Air Rescue Wing. This
particular aircraft has significant historical provenance as it
led the raid on the Son Tay Prison in November 1970 in North
Vietnam to liberate American POWs. We plan on getting this
aircraft moved from the Castle Airport Ramp over to the
Museum hopefully by the end of January 2019.
Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
We look forward to each of you visiting the Museum in 2019!

HANGAR HAPPENINGS
By: Jeff Heyer

S

ince our last update we have had a great group of 21 UC
Merced Engineering Interns come through our
Restoration Hangar doors. A win for the museum, five
of the interns are staying on as restoration volunteers. During
their time with us, the interns got valuable hands-on aircraft
restoration experience. Top aviation companies have
knowledge of our restoration internship program and this can
be very important when applying for first job in your new
career. I would like to thank all CAM volunteers and members

for welcoming and teaching our intern partners. Repairs
continue on the RB36, B58, F100, F102, and D21. The F105
metal replacement, canopy controls, paint, and markings work
has been completed, and the aircraft was returned to display.
An air stair for the EC 121 was dragged in to the hanger
dissembled, welded and painted up and is now just waiting
on concrete pads to be poured for installation. Thanks to the
Restoration Crew for all their hard work and we look forward
to a great new year.

UC Merced Restoration Interns Presentation Day.
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ON THE LINE
CARE OF YOUR AIRCRAFT DISPLAY

C

rew Chief support is an absolute must to maintain the
presentation and stay ahead of the projects on the
display aircraft. Weed Control, Rodent damage to the
ground and aircraft, Bird Proofing and Bird waste cleanup.
All of these conditions cannot be eliminated only controlled
and repaired. But they require regular attention. For bird
proofing we have available bird netting, wire screen, bird
spikes and in some cases Tangle Foot. Rodent control is
handled by Pest Companies or our Grounds Maintenance
crew. Crew Chiefs should focus on repairing the ground dug
up by the rodents; back filling holes and grading the lava
rock. For cleanup of bird droppings, we have available a
Hotsy Pressure washer if needed beyond water washing.
In recent months several display aircraft have been identified
such as the F-100 Super Saber and the F-102 to be sent to the
restoration hangar for corrosion repairs and repaint. A
schedule of which aircraft goes next to the hangar was
MC 130 Flight Crew

By: Bob Scoble, Line Chief

developed. Also, the CF-100 Canuk required the removal of
badly deteriorated wing leading edge thermal deicers. This
work was accomplished on-site. There is always something
to accomplish. One aircraft that has been neglected for far
too long is the HH-43 Husky Rescue helicopter. The plan is
to send it to the hangar to recondition the Husky when
manpower is available. But a recent review indicates a good
cleaning inside and out, especially inside, raking the red lava
rock and dressing up the edging boards may be enough to
bring this aircraft back to life. Anyone interested in taking on
a special project? If you are let me know so that you get the
support and equipment needed.
One final reminder the rainy season (I hope) is not far away.
Remember to check the low point drains are clear and
openings in the aircraft especially on upper surfaces are sealed
or closed. After a rain it’s also worth your time to check the
aircraft interior for pooled water and remove as necessary.
Thank you for the support and the work you accomplish.
There is plenty to accomplish.
Incoming MC 130 Hercules

FROM THE CURATOR’S DESK
Tony Rocha, Curator

I

’d like to recognize American Carports for their gracious
donation of a steel carport which will house the Japanese
Kamikaze display of the Ohka, solid rocket powered,
piloted bomb of WWII. The carport was installed on the
museum grounds, north of the museum entrance. The display
will feature a diorama around the aircraft as it may have
appeared in a hangared setting. The display will be a full size
“shadow box” as many of us have made sometime in our lives,
depicting a dynamic scene. Containing this display within a
structure is essential due to the high winds during winter
storms. Although a mock-up of the aircraft, American

Carports can proudly say they were the first to cover an
aircraft display on museum grounds. Castle Air Museum is
grateful to American Carports for it’s generous donation.
I would also like to thank Castle Air Museum
Member/Volunteer and B-25 Crew Chief, Tim Brown for
helping me with this display. He is one of the most creative
individuals I know and his exuberance and skills to bring this
display to reality is greatly appreciated. Much
gratitude goes out to Tim from myself and Castle Air
Museum.

VOLUNTEER CORNER
by Kim Heyer, Volunteer Coordinator/Special Events

A

s the year comes to a close I would like to thank every single volunteer
and member who has helped with all the special events, tours, drove carts,
handed out candy, cleaned planes, pulled weeds and simply talked with
our guests who visited us. Your faces are the faces of the museum and we could
not be luckier because… what a great face we have!! In the upcoming year we
will be experiencing many new faces and events that will hopefully help the
museum grow and flourish. As a sneak peak we will be having the Wine and Craft
Beer Festival and Pilots and Treats Halloween carnival again. Both were wildly
successful and well received by the public, and will be bigger and better!!! In the
Gift Shop you will see a Featured Aircraft of the Month and a bio of its Crew
Chief and Crew Members. For the newsletter there will be an article by a
volunteer or member letting you know what has been happening on their side of
the museum. We have some very interesting people that work out here!! Don’t
you want to get to know them?? Please know that we are open to suggestions for
events and ideas to help us grow, so don’t keep it to yourself. You can email us
or stop by and talk. We also have some wonderful volunteers that help in other
capsities. Tim Brown and Echo Company went to Paridise, CA to assist with the
many many people displaced by the fire. Tim and his men helped with crowd
control and organization. within 12 hours of the call for help Echo Company 2nd
Reg. California State Militia had arrived and set up a command center, medical
ten, large mess call , communications, lighting, security liaison with local police
nad material handlers. Echo Company worked with Pastor Joe Thurber and The
Fathers House evacuation center. A majority of Echo Companys memberes are
military veterans and law enforcement and live right here in the Central Valley.
Thank you to all the men who stepped fowrd to assist our neighbers to the north.
WEll DONE!!
I hope everyone has a wonderful Holiday season and a great New Year. See ya
all in 2019!!
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CASTLE AIR MUSEUM FOUNDATION, INC.
“MEMORIAL HERITAGE PARK”
Name: ___________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________
Home Phone:__________________________Cell:________________________

We have settled on a brick design for our “Memorial Heritage Park”
which will be installed in an area next to the SR-71 by the Castle
& 93rd signs. The bricks for the design will be offered for sale to
the general public, our membership, and volunteers for $100.00.
We have chosen the “Regimental Red” for the display. You may
have up to three (3) lines of text with up to 20 spaces per line.

Email: ___________________________________________________________

We have applications and photo examples in the office and gift
shop if you are interested. Or, if you prefer we will be happy to mail
you information on this project.

Text on Brick #1 (up to three (3) lines - with up to 20 spaces per line):

This will be a wonderful way to commemorate a loved one or an
event and to support Castle Air Museum at the same time. Again,
if you have any questions, please contact the office or gift shop.

Select: Number of bricks (

) Cost: $________________(@ $100.00 per brick)

Credit Card # _________________________________________Exp. ________
Order Date _______/________/________

Text on Brick #2 (up to three (3) lines - with up to 20 spaces per line):
Text on Brick #3 (up to three (3) lines – with up to 20 spaces per line):
Add additional sheets for each additional Brick ordered.
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