
“So for tonight we pray for 
What we know can be  
And on this day we hope for 
What we still can’t see 
It’s up to us, to be the change….” 
                From the song, “Thankful” written by David W. Foster/Richard James Page/ 
 Carole Bayer Sager  
 
Dear Volunteers and Supporters of the Guardian ad Litem Program,  
 
As we approach the holidays and set aside quiet moments to reflect on the persons and 
things for which we are thankful, I can’t help but think of the volunteers who grace our    
Program with their gifts of time, hopefulness, humor, patience and dogged                          
determination.   The volunteers, who despite their own struggles and challenges, do what-
ever is necessary to help their children overcome their unimaginable circumstances.    
 
2018 has been quite the year.   To date, we’ve served 2,480 dependent children.   Most of 
these children were below ten years of age and the majority were removed from their     
parents/caregivers due to their addiction to drugs or alcohol.   
 
While the back story on why these children enter care has for the most part remained     
unchanged, our level of advocacy has increased. We’ve become much more assertive.  When 
a new case arrives on our desks containing facts that warrant review for possible                
Termination of Parental Rights, we hold immediate Ad Hoc meetings with Rashel Johnson, 
Esq., Supervising Attorney, to determine strategy and how best to proceed.  In those         
instances where the case has lingered for more than two years, we schedule Support 
Staffings or Multidisciplinary Meetings wherein personnel beyond the immediate team are 
called upon to lend a fresh set of eyes,  guidance and advice.     
 
Today, we have more volunteers approved as Educational Surrogates and Transporters than 
ever before.   As a result, fewer children’s needs are overlooked in the classroom and more 
children are exposed to activities and events that will influence them for years to come.   
 
Is there more that could be done?  Of course!   However, our Program can be proud of what 
we’ve accomplished this past year.   We can be proud of the lives we’ve changed.    
 
Thank you for serving as a Guardian ad Litem volunteer.   Have a blessed and joyful holiday 
season.    
 
Respectfully yours, 
Marcia Hilty, Circuit Director 
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“Time is the most precious gift you can give to someone” Gloria Tesch 

At our recent training in August, the Hernando office was thrilled to gain 18 new volunteers.  These  volunteers have 
jumped right into action, accepted cases, and starting visiting children.  We welcome them to the GAL team. We 
would also like to thank our experienced volunteers who have agreed to take our newest GALs on their first visits.   

Our Brown Bag on October 8th, organized and lead by Senior Best Interest Attorney, Joneall’e Hill, brought some 
humor along with great information to attendees. This Brown Bag featured a Courtroom Etiquette Play, starring the         
Hernando GALP team in a series of mini courtroom comedy skits. Thanks to Joneall’e for her hard work, and to all of 
those who assisted and attended. 

Kate Strohl has taken a part-time position in Hernando and started October 1st. Kate was previously a volunteer 
Guardian ad Litem as well as a CAM in Citrus County. After taking some down time, she filled in a temporary        
position in Hernando earlier in 2018. Now, we welcome Kate back to the Hernando office as an Assistant Child    
Advocate Manager. We are very grateful to Voices for Children for funding this part-time position to allow Kate to 
assist our hardworking team. 

Lastly, CAM II, Susan Landry, would like to thank Cindy Ellerbee for stepping in as Lead CAM in Susan’s absence for 
FMLA during September and October. Cindy has done a wonderful job in supporting the rest of the CAMs and 
providing experienced leadership. And as usual, Brandy, Cindy, Jerri and Lynn have all gone above and beyond to 
assist Susan with her cases and volunteers, in addition to performing their own job duties in Susan’s absence. She is 
very grateful and appreciative.   And as always, a big thanks to the legal part of our team – Sylvia Simmons, Joneall’e 
Hill and Latisha George – for their unflagging support in very hectic times.  

Submitted by Cindy Ellerbee, CAM I & Susan Landry, CAM II 
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Once Again, Lake County has some of the Best Donors in the World. The           
Sonnentag Foundation Grant, through the County Materials Corporation, has 
awarded the Lake County Guardian ad Litem Program $2500.00 for use with Lake 

County children. The money is to be spent on normalization and critical needs for our children.  We have until June 
2019 to spend this money. I am sure the generosity of this  Corporation will go a long way to make the lives of our 
children more enriched. Please let your CAM know if you have a child in Lake County who has a need for financing a 
normalcy activity or a critical need that has not been met. 
 
In addition, it is that time of year again, when all of the Guardian ad Litem Elves begin to work on supplying Christmas 
to all the children in Lake County. It is a busy time of year but always worth it when we see the smile on a child ’s face 
or the twinkle in their eyes when they see the Christmas presents under the tree. Again, our donors are the Best! So 
do not forget to get those children’s wishes to the office so their names can be distributed. Santa’s workshop will 
open in December. 
 
Last but not least. For those of you who did not know, James Grant has transferred to Marion County. While we will 
miss his sense of humor and his advocacy cannot be replaced, we understand his reasons for transfer. We have been 
conducting interviews for an Assistant Child Advocate Manager and hope to hire very soon. Until then, the current 
staff is still here to answer your questions and assist when needed. 
 
In conclusion, Thank You for all you do. Not only for the children but for the Guardian ad Litem Program too. 

Submitted by Connie McMaster, Lake County CAM II  
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Fall officially started on September 22, 2018, though it can be hard to tell in Florida where the temperatures and 
humidity are still high. The children are back in school and for the Citrus County Guardian ad Litem Program, our 
monthly Brown Bag trainings have begun again! Our first Brown Bag of the season was held on September 11, 2018, 
where we received a great overview of new legislation and Conditions for Return, as well as a refresher on Court 
Reports. Although we try to keep the date and time the same for Brown Bags, some days are different due to the 
availability of our venue. Please refer to the calendar below for the upcoming dates and times.  
 
On October 5, 2018, we’ll be saying goodbye to our Assistant Child Advocate Manager, Andrew Welfel. Although he 
hasn’t been with our Program for very long, we’ll miss him and we’re very excited for his new business opportunity. 
We are currently in the interview and hiring process for a new Assistant Child Advocate Manager, which takes some 
time, but we’ll keep everyone updated. 
 
As always, don’t forget to update Optima often with home visits and other contacts made on each case. Last, the 
holidays are right around the corner, so start compiling lists of things your kids want or need. Information will be 
sent out soon on the holiday present process. Thank you for all you do for our children! 
 
Brown Bag schedule: 
     
October 9, 2018 1:00-2:00   March 12, 2019 12:00-1:00  
November 13, 2018 12:00-1:00  April 9, 2019 12:00-1:00 
December 4, 2018 12:00-1:00  May 14, 2019 12:00-1:00 
January 8, 2019 12:00-1:00  June 11, 2019 12:00-1:00 
February 12, 2019 12:00-1:00 

Submitted by Amy Nourie,  Citrus County CAM II 
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Around the Circuit - Marion County 

At the end of August the Marion County Guardian ad Litem Program moved into our new offices just across the street 
from the Courthouse!  We are enjoying the fresh paint and light, as well as the bright spaces – keep an eye out for an 
upcoming Open House! 
 

 
 

Submitted by Buff Moring, Marion County CAM II 



 

The story was written by a youth, Carlee, (now over 18) who was adopted from Sumter County but since moved 
to Texas with her family.  We were contacted by her mother a few months ago for information on getting the 
tuition waiver for children that were adopted through dependency.  After speaking to the Carlee’s mother, I 
learned how bright Carlee is as a young woman.  She also shared that Carlee enjoys writing and said that Carlee 
would really love to share her story with the GALP.  When I spoke to Carlee, she was eager to tell other GALs 
how her GAL impacted her.  Carlee also wanted to share her photo with the GALP.  
 

Submitted by Leila Chacko,  Sumter County Program Attorney 
 
 
 

 
 For every success and failure we make as people there is always the 
guarantee that we have made an impact on someone’s life in one way or 
another whether we know it or not. Most people never know the impact 
they have on someone’s life.  
 My guardian’s name was Barbara Wheeler. She basically became 
part of our family when she was assigned to me. She was one of the first 
people that made me see how much a total stranger could love so freely. 
Not only did she love deeply but she fought fiercely for my aunt to have  
custody of me. She was very strong, and her heart was bigger than an ocean. 
It makes me feel sad that she didn’t live long enough to see the full impact 
she had on my life. Because of her hard work I was adopted into a safe and 
loving family.  
 So, Guardians I want to tell you that the work you are doing is 
amazing and even though the work may be tiring and at times heartbreaking 
what you all are doing makes not only ripples of impact but roaring waves as 
well. Also, to the children in foster care, whether you are age five or age 
seventeen you matter. Each one of you are a precious, beautiful gift and all 
of you deserve a family that loves you, cares for you, and will keep you safe. 
Keep in mind, however, that even after adoption life isn’t always gumdrops 
and rainbows. 
  You may have times when you will fall and not want to get back up. 

I know this from self-experience all too well because once I was adopted I needed time to recover from an     
abusive parent and the death of my uncle who was pretty much my father. I went to many doctors that told me 
“it’s just ADHD.” Or “Oh you have Asperger’s, Tourette’s, ADHD, and OCD’s but, I was actually  trying to cope 
with feelings of abandonment and all the trauma my biological mother put me through.  Remember to always 
allow yourself time to heal.  
  There will be bumps along the way as well as multiple twists and turns but always remember foster 
children and guardians alike “…you are the light of the world…” according to God -Mathew 5:14 and are loved 
deeply.  
 

 Carlee Lang 
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A Message from Rashel Johnson, Supervising Attorney 

Available Resources: 
 
In dependency cases, often the issues that starts a case is not what we are dealing with in the middle and 
end of a case. Our cases are not static, but always changing. Advocates in dependency court need to   
remain      flexible and be extremely resilient in the face of changes, unexpected needs and delays.  
 
There are several resources available to our volunteers to empower them in their advocacy for their    
assigned children. 
 
1) Your immediate supervisor (Child Advocate Manager). Ask them how to resolve your current issues. If 
you need additional help, request a staffing with the attorney to discuss legal options. 
 
2) Brown Bag meetings.  These meetings allow you to stay up to date with changing laws and available 
services for your children.  This is also a great time to network with other volunteers.  
 
3) Circuit-wide  trainings.  These trainings are on specific topics that your management team has deemed 
relevant and timely based on current needs or systemic issues.  These trainings are also a great time to 
network with other volunteers. 
 
4) State-wide trainings in new laws and educational advocacy. The statewide Guardian ad Litem Program 
now has the I am for the child Academy with great trainings available for you at a click of a button – 
http://guardianadlitem.org/training-advocacy-resources/    Your CAMs will also send you notices of  
webinars & conference calls being provided.  You should also browse around the state website for other 
trainings that may interest you as well. 
 
5) Support Staffing (s). If you are still feeling stuck, you can request a support staffing.  Simply email your 
CAM, copy our Program Director, Doug Feldkamp, at douglas.feldkamp@gal.fl.gov, and put SUPPORT 
STAFFING(s) in the subject line.  A support staffing will allow more people to review (ing) the case, as it 
will include your Circuit Director, Program Director, and Supervising Attorney. 

Welcome Christian Grenet - Legal Intern for Marion County 

Christian Grenet grew up in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. Currently, he is in 
his second year at the Florida Levin College of Law.  He chose to intern 
for Guardian ad Litem because he is interested in helping advocate for 
those in our community who are most vulnerable. Christian stated he 
wants to be part of a team that fights for the needs and well-being of 
such an important segment of society.  
 
During his final two years in law school,  he hopes to gain more        
exposure in public interest law and  potentially higher education law. 

http://guardianadlitem.org/training-advocacy-resources/
mailto:douglas.feldkamp@gal.fl.gov
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Voices for Children 

Effective Monday October 1st,  Wanda Vogler,  has stepped down as the Treasurer for Voices.  Don Rausch of Voices and 
a Citrus GAL will be your contact from this point forward.  Don has been on the Voices board for some time now and has  
graciously agreed to be the liaison between the CAMs/Guardians and our new bookkeeper.   
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
“It has been my pleasure as Treasurer to work with you these past few years.  People associated with the GAL Program 
are some of the best in the world. I feel privileged to have had the opportunity to get to know many of you.” 
 
Thank you, 
Wanda Vogler 

Once again, our annual quarter auction was a huge success.   
WE WISH TO THANK ALL THE  

SPONSORS AND DONORS WHO ARE SO GENEROUS IN 
 THEIR SUPPORT OF OUR CHILDREN 

Below are just a few of our amazing donors: 

Presenting Sponsors 
CAFFEE & RAUSCH 
Investment Planning Group 
Of Raymond James 
$6000 
  
AMVETS LADIES AUXILIARY 1992, MT DORA 
$2500 
  

Platinum Sponsors 
($1000—$2499) 
 
Chris Semans State Farm 
Citrus Chronicle 
Closet Maid 
Crystal Automotive/Motorcycle Group 
Dunnellon Community Thrift Shop 
Harry’s Seafood Bar & Grill 
 

GOLD 
($500-999) 
 
AccuForm Angels        
Alfred & Carolyn Burchett 
Citrus County Executives’ Association 
Dave Carter & Associates 
Faye & Paul Clark 

GOLD (con’t) 

 
Eagle Buick GMC, Homosassa 
Florida Cancer Specialists 
Gold & Diamond Exchange, Inverness 
Village Cadillac 
 Ted Williams Museum  
 

SILVER 
($250-499) 
 
Anonymous 
Busch Gardens 
Sue Carpenter 
Faye & Paul Clark 
Coldwell Banker/Riverland Realty, Dunnellon 
Eagle Ridge olf Club, Summerfield 
Fero & Sons Insurance 
First Congregational United Church, Ocala 
Hilton Ocal 
JW Morton Real Estate, Inverness 
Specialty Gems, Crystal River 
Karen & Mel Strouse 
SummerGlen Golf Club 



GAL OFFICES 
 
 

Marion County 
34 NW 1st Avenue 

Ocala, FL 34475 
352-671-5757 

 
Citrus County 

110 N. Apopka Avenue 
Inverness, FL  34450 

352-341-8770 
 

Hernando County 
20 N. Main Street 

Brooksville, FL 34601 
352-754-4226 

 
Lake County 

418 West Alfred Street 
Tavares, FL 32778 

352-343-2736  
 

Sumter County 
115 N. Florida St. 

Bushnell, FL 33513  
352-569-6980 

 

5th Circuit GAL Management Team 

 

Marcia Hilty, Circuit Director 

Douglas Feldkamp, Assistant Circuit Director 

Rashel Johnson, Supervising Attorney 

Buff Moring, CAM II, Marion County 

Amy Robertson, CAM II, Special Projects 

Connie McMaster, CAM II, Lake County 

Amy Nourie, CAM II, Citrus County 

Susan Landry, CAM II, Hernando County 

Verna Cardona, Administrative Assistant 

Diana Gisonni,  Director of Recruitment / Training 

I am For the Child 

 

We are on the Web 
www.guardianadlitem5.org 

Volunteers don't get paid, not because they're 
worthless, but because they're priceless.  

 ~Sherry Anderson~ 

Newsletter Publisher  -  Diana Gisonni 


