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WATERLINE
From the President
Hello, my name is Matthew Henderson. I am part owner of a water well drilling
and pump service company, and have been involved in the groundwater industry for 14 years. Drilling has been a large part of my life growing up as a thirdgeneration driller here in Wyoming.
I am excited for the next two years as President of the WGWA. We started off
with a bang at the 2018 annual convention. Travis and the board did an amazing
job, along with Jade and Kristen. The scholarship auction exceeded all expectations! It was great to see everyone that attended and enjoyed the vendors and
speakers. Holding the convention at the Ramkota this year proved to work out
really well. We have high expectations for next year’s convention at the same
venue.
The board looks forward to working with the Wyoming Water Well Contractors
Licensing Board, concerning any possible legislation and regulation changes. It is
important that we as an association, and you as the contractor, be involved and
be heard on matters. I invite you all to attend meetings, and encourage you to
be involved. It will take all of us as a voice to be heard, and to move the industry
forward in the best interest of preserving and use of groundwater.
Thank you again, and let 2018 be a good year.

Legislation is in Session!
• Please be active and atten-

tive to the legislation. Everyone needs to be involved,
not just the association.

• The following website will

Note from the Executive Director
THANK YOU!!
Thank you to everyone who attended Convention and helped make it a success. Thank you to everyone who donated an auction item and to those who bought the items. Our auction brought in over
$11,700 this year!
A heartfelt THANK YOU to all the speakers who took time to attend and give a presentation. To the
exhibitors who attended, you guys are all awesome and we appreciate your support! We also appreciate all of our Sponsors—You guys are the best!
I also want to thank the board, but especially Travis Hueller and Matt Henderson. I appreciate every
little bit of help and all the ideas that you threw my way! Last but not least...Kristen, THANK-YOU
for all the help and hard work you put in.

provide information on
proposed bills: http://
legisweb.state.wy.us/2018/
billreference/
BillReference.aspx?
type=ALL

• Senate File 73 may be of

interest to some. It is in
regards to Permits for Small
Underground Water Wells.

State Engineer Revises Policy on Stock and Domestic
Wells
Since the early 1980s the State Engineer’s Office has required that stock
watering wells applied for with a 25
gallons per minute (GPM) or less
production rate be classified as a
“miscellaneous -stock watering pipeline” permit, which included a Beneficial Use (BU) Map upon adjudication, if the following conditions were
met:
• The application showed more
than four (4) stock tanks, and/or
• The application contemplated
more than one mile of stock
pipeline

By statute, such a “miscellaneous”
use permit would then need to become adjudicated. Frequently, appropriators complained about the
cost of the BU map for adjudication,
which required hiring a licensed surveyor or engineer. If the typical 25
GPM stock well permit had less than
4 tanks, and less than a mile of distribution pipeline, neither adjudication nor a BU Map was required, and
no certified survey was needed.

A copy of the policy memorandum can be found on the Wyoming State Engineer's website - https://

sites.google.com/a/wyo.gov/seo)

SPECIAL THANK S TO
John Mitchell with Drilbert Engineering
John Zupan
Clint Tyler
Thom Hanna
Sheri Culver and Water Well Contrac-

After significant review, the State Engineer has rescinded the previous policy
and practice that required additional information, and higher cost, noting
that a BU Map and adjudication will no longer be required for any single stock
well proposing to use 25 gpm or less, regardless of the number of tanks or
miles of conveyance (often by pipeline). However, as a permit condition for
those applications meeting the previous policy’s description of miscellaneous
use, appropriators will still be required to provide the locations of their well
and all points of use, but this information can be obtained using a hand-held
Global Positioning System (GPS) device. The primary requirement is that the
well produce no more than 25 gpm at all times, a value the appropriator may
be asked to verify during a field inspection.

tor’s Board
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Mark Scheulfer
Ron Smith
Kevin McGinnis
NGWA Past President –Todd Hunter

Similarly, the State Engineer has rescinded the previous policy and practice
which limited domestic use filings to no more than one well per three single
family dwellings. Once again, in addition to compliance with the Regulations
and Instructions of the SEO relating to groundwater, the primary requirement
is that flow from a single well produce no more than 25 gpm at all times or a
miscellaneous filing will be required. Further, applications which propose to
supply more than three single family dwellings with one well will be subject
to the same permit condition described above for stock use.

Thank you for sharing your
knowledge with our members.
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Manufacturer/ Supplier
Social Sponsors
Thank you to the following for sponsoring the Wednesday evening social
at convention. Your support of
WGWA and its’ member is greatly
appreciated!

Fouled Well Test Results Expected Soon
The Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality has completed its testing of private wells
around Carlile and will be releasing results to the public by the end of the month, said DEQ
spokesperson Keith Guille.
Last October, the DEQ held a public meeting in Moorcroft over concerns of wells running dry
and the water rising in acidity. At the time, they were seeking permission from private well owners to test the water in their wells in hopes of determining the source of the problems.
These problems began after the city used hydraulic fracturing stimulation to increase the
water production at the wells in the Madison Field, which supplies water to the City of Gillette.
The process uses water, sand, and a small amount of chemicals, which include acidic chemicals.
There’s no conclusive proof the problems with the wells in the area are related to the city’s
activity at the Madison well fields. It is one of many possible causes, and it’s unclear whether the
source of the problems will ever be determined for certain.
Michael Cranston has a well right near the well fields. Last summer, his well went dry. He
drilled new wells, only to have the water come out with an acidic taste to it.
There are four houses near Cranston’s, and he said they all lost water. They’ve since been
drilling new wells and hauling their own water. He said the water around the area used to be
clean and clear, and they never had problems before last summer.
“I remember when I was young, I used to watch the deer come in and drink. Now they won’t
go near it,” he said.
At the time of the October meeting in Moorcroft, the DEQ said testing would take four to six
weeks. A total of 53 private wells were tested, according to Guille.
Guille said the testing was all done in-house, and the technicians can only test about a well or
two a day. And that can only be done after coordinating with the landowners for permission to
test the well.

— County17.com
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2018 Submersible Pump Sponsor
Welcome to the Board

We held elections at the
General Business Meeting
for President, Area 2 and
Area 4 Director. A new M/S
Representative was also
appointed.

Matt Henderson– President
Wes Moody– Area 2 Director
Cody Smith– Area 4 Director
David Wilson–
M/S Representative

Caption describing picture or graphic
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Congratulations and
Welcome to the Board!

2018 Scholarship Recipients
Congratulations to the 2018 recipients! We wish you the best of
luck on your future endeavors.
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Mikalah Jones– Glenrock

Brock Jones– Glenrock

Cade Zupan– Thermopolis

Caden Curry– Casper

Corrie Petersen– Casper

Holly Fertig– Glendo

Lexie Dockery– Lusk

Tanner Luthy– Gillette

NGWA Offers Resource on ELD Mandate Exemptions
The mandate to install electronic logging devices in commercial vehicles is
in place—as of December 18, 2017.

Thanks for your support!!

2018 Elevator Sponsor

To ensure NGWA members are aware of the exemptions to the mandate,
the Association prepared a postcard for you and your members to download and reference at http://www.ngwa.org/Advocacy-Awareness/
Documents/ELDpostcard.pdf. Please consider sharing this with anyone who
may be subject to or exempt from the mandate.
NGWA encourages any drivers who are operating under the exemptions to
keep the postcard with them because there may be a learning curve with
enforcement of this new mandate, and this postcard can serve as a helpful
tool in answering any questions during an inspection.

2018 Pipe Wrench
Sponsors

As a reminder, while fines and enforcement officially began on December
18, 2017, out-of-service criteria associated with compliance will not begin
until April 1, 2018.
The ELD mandate will increase the cost of doing business for those subject
to comply. However, NGWA hopes the tool will enable drivers to take advantage of the exemptions, if possible, and avoid undue scrutiny during
inspections.
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Similarly, the State Engineer has rescinded the previous policy and practice
which limited domestic use filings to no more than one well per three single
family dwellings. Once again, in addition to compliance with the Regulations
and Instructions of the SEO relating to groundwater, the primary requirement
is that flow from a single well produce no more than 25 gpm at all times or a
miscellaneous filing will be required. Further, applications which propose to
supply more than three single family dwellings with one well will be subject
to the same permit condition described above for stock use.

Thank you for sharing your
knowledge with our members.
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State Engineer Revises Policy on Stock and Domestic
Wells
Since the early 1980s the State Engineer’s Office has required that stock
watering wells applied for with a 25
gallons per minute (GPM) or less
production rate be classified as a
“miscellaneous -stock watering pipeline” permit, which included a Beneficial Use (BU) Map upon adjudication, if the following conditions were
met:
• The application showed more
than four (4) stock tanks, and/or
• The application contemplated
more than one mile of stock
pipeline

By statute, such a “miscellaneous”
use permit would then need to become adjudicated. Frequently, appropriators complained about the
cost of the BU map for adjudication,
which required hiring a licensed surveyor or engineer. If the typical 25
GPM stock well permit had less than
4 tanks, and less than a mile of distribution pipeline, neither adjudication nor a BU Map was required, and
no certified survey was needed.

A copy of the policy memorandum can be found on the Wyoming State Engineer's website - https://

sites.google.com/a/wyo.gov/seo)
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After significant review, the State Engineer has rescinded the previous policy
and practice that required additional information, and higher cost, noting
that a BU Map and adjudication will no longer be required for any single stock
well proposing to use 25 gpm or less, regardless of the number of tanks or
miles of conveyance (often by pipeline). However, as a permit condition for
those applications meeting the previous policy’s description of miscellaneous
use, appropriators will still be required to provide the locations of their well
and all points of use, but this information can be obtained using a hand-held
Global Positioning System (GPS) device. The primary requirement is that the
well produce no more than 25 gpm at all times, a value the appropriator may
be asked to verify during a field inspection.
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Similarly, the State Engineer has rescinded the previous policy and practice
which limited domestic use filings to no more than one well per three single
family dwellings. Once again, in addition to compliance with the Regulations
and Instructions of the SEO relating to groundwater, the primary requirement
is that flow from a single well produce no more than 25 gpm at all times or a
miscellaneous filing will be required. Further, applications which propose to
supply more than three single family dwellings with one well will be subject
to the same permit condition described above for stock use.

Thank you for sharing your
knowledge with our members.
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Fouled Well Test Results Expected Soon
The Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality has completed its testing of private wells
around Carlile and will be releasing results to the public by the end of the month, said DEQ
spokesperson Keith Guille.
Last October, the DEQ held a public meeting in Moorcroft over concerns of wells running dry
and the water rising in acidity. At the time, they were seeking permission from private well owners to test the water in their wells in hopes of determining the source of the problems.
These problems began after the city used hydraulic fracturing stimulation to increase the
water production at the wells in the Madison Field, which supplies water to the City of Gillette.
The process uses water, sand, and a small amount of chemicals, which include acidic chemicals.
There’s no conclusive proof the problems with the wells in the area are related to the city’s
activity at the Madison well fields. It is one of many possible causes, and it’s unclear whether the
source of the problems will ever be determined for certain.
Michael Cranston has a well right near the well fields. Last summer, his well went dry. He
drilled new wells, only to have the water come out with an acidic taste to it.
There are four houses near Cranston’s, and he said they all lost water. They’ve since been
drilling new wells and hauling their own water. He said the water around the area used to be
clean and clear, and they never had problems before last summer.
“I remember when I was young, I used to watch the deer come in and drink. Now they won’t
go near it,” he said.
At the time of the October meeting in Moorcroft, the DEQ said testing would take four to six
weeks. A total of 53 private wells were tested, according to Guille.
Guille said the testing was all done in-house, and the technicians can only test about a well or
two a day. And that can only be done after coordinating with the landowners for permission to
test the well.
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Corrie Petersen– Casper
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NGWA Offers Resource on ELD Mandate Exemptions
The mandate to install electronic logging devices in commercial vehicles is
in place—as of December 18, 2017.

Thanks for your support!!

2018 Elevator Sponsor

To ensure NGWA members are aware of the exemptions to the mandate,
the Association prepared a postcard for you and your members to download and reference at http://www.ngwa.org/Advocacy-Awareness/
Documents/ELDpostcard.pdf. Please consider sharing this with anyone who
may be subject to or exempt from the mandate.
NGWA encourages any drivers who are operating under the exemptions to
keep the postcard with them because there may be a learning curve with
enforcement of this new mandate, and this postcard can serve as a helpful
tool in answering any questions during an inspection.

2018 Pipe Wrench
Sponsors

As a reminder, while fines and enforcement officially began on December
18, 2017, out-of-service criteria associated with compliance will not begin
until April 1, 2018.
The ELD mandate will increase the cost of doing business for those subject
to comply. However, NGWA hopes the tool will enable drivers to take advantage of the exemptions, if possible, and avoid undue scrutiny during
inspections.
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WATERLINE
From the President
Hello, my name is Matthew Henderson. I am part owner of a water well drilling
and pump service company, and have been involved in the groundwater industry for 14 years. Drilling has been a large part of my life growing up as a thirdgeneration driller here in Wyoming.
I am excited for the next two years as President of the WGWA. We started off
with a bang at the 2018 annual convention. Travis and the board did an amazing
job, along with Jade and Kristen. The scholarship auction exceeded all expectations! It was great to see everyone that attended and enjoyed the vendors and
speakers. Holding the convention at the Ramkota this year proved to work out
really well. We have high expectations for next year’s convention at the same
venue.
The board looks forward to working with the Wyoming Water Well Contractors
Licensing Board, concerning any possible legislation and regulation changes. It is
important that we as an association, and you as the contractor, be involved and
be heard on matters. I invite you all to attend meetings, and encourage you to
be involved. It will take all of us as a voice to be heard, and to move the industry
forward in the best interest of preserving and use of groundwater.
Thank you again, and let 2018 be a good year.

Legislation is in Session!
• Please be active and atten-

tive to the legislation. Everyone needs to be involved,
not just the association.

• The following website will

Note from the Executive Director
THANK YOU!!
Thank you to everyone who attended Convention and helped make it a success. Thank you to everyone who donated an auction item and to those who bought the items. Our auction brought in over
$11,700 this year!
A heartfelt THANK YOU to all the speakers who took time to attend and give a presentation. To the
exhibitors who attended, you guys are all awesome and we appreciate your support! We also appreciate all of our Sponsors—You guys are the best!
I also want to thank the board, but especially Travis Hueller and Matt Henderson. I appreciate every
little bit of help and all the ideas that you threw my way! Last but not least...Kristen, THANK-YOU
for all the help and hard work you put in.
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family dwellings. Once again, in addition to compliance with the Regulations
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There’s no conclusive proof the problems with the wells in the area are related to the city’s
activity at the Madison well fields. It is one of many possible causes, and it’s unclear whether the
source of the problems will ever be determined for certain.
Michael Cranston has a well right near the well fields. Last summer, his well went dry. He
drilled new wells, only to have the water come out with an acidic taste to it.
There are four houses near Cranston’s, and he said they all lost water. They’ve since been
drilling new wells and hauling their own water. He said the water around the area used to be
clean and clear, and they never had problems before last summer.
“I remember when I was young, I used to watch the deer come in and drink. Now they won’t
go near it,” he said.
At the time of the October meeting in Moorcroft, the DEQ said testing would take four to six
weeks. A total of 53 private wells were tested, according to Guille.
Guille said the testing was all done in-house, and the technicians can only test about a well or
two a day. And that can only be done after coordinating with the landowners for permission to
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