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Introduction 

    Welcome to our Parish Profile for the beautiful charge of Appin linked with Lismore. 

Location 
The linked parishes of Appin and Lismore are in North Argyll on the west coast of Scotland. 
The Isle of Lismore in Loch Linnhe is a short journey by passenger ferry from mainland Appin. 
The 2 Parishes were formally linked in 1981 but have been bound in Christianity since St 
Moluag’s arrival around 563 AD. 

 
The Vacancy 

The Vacancy occurred following retirement of the previous Minister. 

The Call is without readjustment and is unrestricted. Permission to Call was granted by the 
Presbytery of Argyll on 14 February 2020. 

In accordance with the Ministers and Deacons in Civil Partnerships and Same Sex Marriages – 
Act 1, 2015 both Kirk Sessions have agreed to depart from traditional practice and permit 
consideration of ministers in civil partnerships and same sex marriages. 

 

Today 
The two kirks are linked in many ways through the actions of the congregations. Examples     
include joint services, occasional joint Board and Session and the occasional ceilidh! 

Sunday worship in Appin Kirk is at 10.00 am each Sunday and completes in time for the Preacher 
to take the ferry to conduct the 12.30 pm service at the Kirk on Lismore. 

 

The Manse 
In June 2018 we were delighted to buy a modern one and a half storey house as our Manse 
of the charge. Within walking distance of Appin Church, it replaces the previous Manse, 



now sold, reducing maintenance costs and providing a much more comfortable modern 
family home for future ministers. 

As Manse of the charge, it serves as the minister’s home. Its maintenance is funded by 
both parishes. The Church House (or “wee manse”) near to Lismore Kirk is used for 
essential overnighting on Lismore.  

Built in 2004 in the small housing development of Tynribbie Place, Appin, the Manse has an 
easily maintained garden with a large shed, driveway and parking area. 

Accommodation consists of a kitchen, utility room, living room, dining room, 4 bedrooms 
(master ensuite), study (or 5th bedroom), 2 bathrooms and a downstairs cloakroom/toilet. 
Central heating is oil-fired. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



APPIN PARISH PROFILE 
Introduction 

Appin is bordered by magnificent hills and glens to north and east and Loch Linnhe and Loch 
Creran its sea lochs to the south and west. Its stunning location and active community make it 
highly attractive either to settle and work in or to visit for tourism and memorable recreational 
activity. Access is via the A828. 

 

The Church 

 
 

The Ministry 
 

There are 79 on the Communion Roll and 17 on    the Adherents Roll. 
According to the 2011 Census 47% of people registered an affiliation to the Church of 
Scotland. Though comparing favourably with national averages, there is plenty of scope for 
development! 

Average attendance at Sunday worship is around 45, often further enhanced with visitors 
at Christmas, Easter or holiday season. Local members of other denominations (e.g. 
Quakers, Episcopal) also participate regularly. 
The Kirk Session has 12 active Elders (6 male, 6 female), there are 3 Elders Emeritus.  
The Congregational Board consists of Kirk Session + 6 non elder members. 
Currently we have two Joint Session Clerks. 
 
 
 



 
Worship Life 

Our Sunday worship in the Kirk is at 10.00 am each Sunday and completes in time for the 
Preacher to take the ferry to conduct the 12.30 pm service on Lismore. 
Additional services are usually held at Easter and Christmas. 
 

 
 
There are memorials to two World Wars within the church and the annual Remembrance 
Service for the village is conducted within the church. 

We have 2 volunteer organists and a readers’ rota (all ages) at our services. 
The Sacrament of The Lord’s Supper is held quarterly and on other occasions as determined 
by the Minister and Session. 
A goodly number of willing preachers are available within the area to conduct Sunday 
services when the Minister is on holiday or incapacitated. 
On the last Sunday of each month, an ‘All Age’ service is led by the young people and is 
followed by refreshments. 
Some Elders have attended training for their role in the Kirk and a few members have 
attended short courses in conducting worship. 
 

Outreach 
Our Guild is a major asset to the Kirk, having 15 members meeting monthly and often 
enjoying joint activities with the neighbouring Guilds.  
 
Our Fundraising Committee organizes coffee mornings, afternoon teas, Sunshine Bags and 
events such as Burns suppers, Ceilidhs, Pudding Night and Mock Weddings. Not only does this 
raise significant sums for Church Fabric Funds, but also promotes community fellowship and 
fun in the name of Appin Church. 

 

Our members readily support such annual initiatives as the Christian Aid Lunch and Sale, Jars 
of Grace, Hope Kitchen, Mary’s Meals and Blythswood Shoe Box Appeal. Often this involves 
working together with other Christian faith groups in the community as well for events such 
as the Quakers for World Day of Prayer or joining our Episcopal friends for their monthly 
Evensong. 



 
Buildings & Facilities 

The seating in the church accommodates around 200 people. There is an audio system with 
‘loop’ functionality. 

 
There is a small vestry which is also used for Church committee meetings. This incorporates 
a toilet with disabled access and a kitchen to provide refreshments for small meetings and 
selected services. 

 

For larger gatherings our Church regularly makes use of one of the Community’s two popular 
village halls – either Appin Hall next to the Church or the hall in Port Appin. 
 

Appin Hall adjacent to Church    Port Appin Hall 
 

 
 

The Community 
The Strath of Appin Primary school at present has 32 pupils and 8 pre-fives. 11 are catered for 
in the Gaelic Medium Unit. The pupils attend church for their end of   term services. 

 

An ‘all weather’ sports facility has been created adjacent to the school.  
Secondary age pupils commute daily by bus to Oban High School. 
Further Education opportunities in Argyll & Bute include Argyll College (University of 
the Highlands and Islands). 



Employment 
Our Appin residents of today work in an ever increasing range of industries: tourism, 
accommodation, catering and construction, for example, in addition to more traditional 
agriculture, forestry and fishing.  

 
 
Commuting to Oban and Fort William 

  

The town of Oban is situated 17 miles south of Appin. Oban has several supermarkets (Tesco, 
Aldi, Lidl, M&S) and a wide variety of other shops, as well as high-quality cafes, bars and 
restaurants plus the Phoenix Cinema and the Atlantis Gym and Leisure Centre. 

The Lorn and Island District General Hospital is located in Oban with air ambulance service to 
Glasgow. Oban High School is the local secondary school. 

The Oban Campus of the University of the Highlands and Islands and the world-renowned SAMS 
Centre for Marine Biology is in Dunstaffnage, just 15 miles from Appin. There are regular ferry 
services to the islands of Mull, Kerrera, Lismore, Barra, South Uist, Coll, Tiree and Colonsay. The 
Mull ferry provides a link to onward bus and ferry links to Iona. 

Oban is a thriving town, with many opportunities for employment in local Council offices 
(Planning, Social Work, etc.), Sheriff Court, various professional offices, several schools, and 
tourism and hospitality sectors. 

Appin folk also take advantage of similar opportunities in Fort William, the “Outdoor Capital of 
the UK”, 27 miles north of Appin in Lochaber (Highland Region). The town is home to a variety of 
industries as well as Belford Hospital and West Highland College (University of the Highlands & 
Islands). 

Job vacancies are regularly advertised in local press such as the Oban Times, the Argyllshire 
Advertiser and the Press and Journal. 

 

Community Social Outreach 
 

Appin is rich in its variety of community organisations which promote caring, wellbeing and 
enjoyment by and for each other. Church members are at the heart of such activity, particularly 
through serving on the Community Council, Coop and Community Trust, Community 
Development Trust and local volunteer Fire Service.  

 

For the elderly they organize the volunteer Community Transport Scheme and weekly soup 
Lunch Club and have recently set up CARAH, Appin’s own local home care company. Thus Appin 
was well-placed to create Appin Aid, a large pool of volunteers supporting vulnerable Appin 
residents in all sorts of ways through the recent pandemic. 



 

The Young Parents’ Toddler and Playpark Group, Country Dancing, the W.I., Art Group, Historical 
Society, Appin Agricultural Show, the Drama Festival, the Walking Group, Appin Skiff Group, 
even the Graveyard Maintenance Group -   in all the social activities of Appin our members are 
there! 

 

Accommodating Visitors 
Appin has a wide portfolio to meet our visitors’ needs: 2 award winning hotels (+restaurants) 
in Port Appin, a plethora of B&Bs, 2 pub/restaurants at Appin and Creagan, a Café 
overlooking Castle Stalker, holiday chalets and caravan/ camper sites. 

 
 

 
Shopping Facilities 

There are two shops in Port Appin. The Community Co-operative (with Post Office) catering 
for everyday needs and the Craft Shop with many items locally made and offering a very 
social coffee at the corner. 

 

 
There is also a garage located in Appin village.  

 

 Health 
In Port Appin there is a medical practice with regular consultative surgeries and a 
dispensary. The nearest hospital is Oban. Dental practices are in Oban and Glencoe. 

Communications 
Publications & Noticeboards: 

Our quarterly Church and community newsletter “The Light” is subsidised by Appin 
Community Trust and delivered free to all Appin residents.  

Local Church and Community news is also to be found on our Facebook page (Appin Parish 
Church) and on www.appin.scot . Local noticeboards are also very effective.  
 



Transport Links 
Glasgow with its international airport is around 3 hours drive away.  

Oban’s ferry terminal and airport connect to the Hebridean islands. 

Closest mainline stations are Connel, Oban and Fort William. 
 

Useful References & Contacts 
 

 Church of Scotland Statistics for Mission Group (Argyll Presbytery/Appin Parish). 
 www.appin.scot 
 www.oldappin.com 
 www.appincommunitycouncil.co.uk 
 Interim Moderator – Revd. Thomas Telfer 01866 822204  
  Email:  TTelfer@churchofscotland.org.uk 

 
 
 



Isle of Lismore Profile 
 

 
The Island 

Lismore is a long, low island about twelve miles long and a mile and a half wide, set in Loch 
Linnhe and surrounded by the hills of Morvern, Mull, Benderloch and Appin. 

Lios Mòr being Gaelic, means ‘great garden’ and as such is home to many varieties of plants and 
some rare birds, because of this the population increases during the summer months. The 
island retains its farming culture. 

We have two ferry services, one from Oban which runs at least three times a day carrying people 
who commute to work daily, cars and commercial vehicles and a passenger ferry from Port Appin 
which crosses almost every hour making it possible to work in Fort William and Oban and visit 
Inverness or Glasgow for the day. Although an island, we are very accessible and only 
occasionally cut off from the mainland. 

The Heritage Centre ( Comann Eachraidh Liosmor) is one of the hubs of the Island with a well run 
café , museum , and Gift Shop. The other is the Island Hall where the Art Group, Badminton and 
Choir are all held and other big events . The local shop is well supported by islanders and the 
Post Office is located there. 

 



Cathedral Church of St. Moluag 
Christianity can be traced back to the 6th century when St Moluag first arrived on this island 
having lost a finger, so the story goes, in a race for the fertile pastures of our island. St Columba 
had to find himself another island to settle on and convert to Christianity. St. Moluag founded a 
monastic centre from where he spread ‘The Word’ up the Great Glen to Cromarty on the Black 
Isle and beyond. His Staff can be seen at Bachuil where its hereditary keeper lives. 

The present Cathedral Church of St. Moluag dates back to the 14th century and retains many of 
the Cathedral’s original features as can be seen in the picture below. 

The service is held here at 12:30 at the moment to allow the minister to catch the 12 o’clock 
ferry from Port Appin. The Bible is read in both English and Gaelic during the service. 

We have six elders who form the Kirk Session also a Property Committee consisting of elders and 
members of the congregation. 

 

 
Although in reasonably good condition, renovation of the Church is envisaged as we feel 
we need to   be proactive to preserve this wonderful heritage. 

The Church is also working in conjunction with ‘An Comman Eachdraidh’ (The Heritage 
Centre) to preserve the many ancient grave slabs which date back to the 9th Century 
including that of ‘Domhnall nan Ord’ Chief of the Clan Stewart of Invernahyle, Appin. 

 

The Glebe 
There are a few acres of land around the Church which supports 20 sheep. This, at the 
moment,  is tenanted by one of our elders. 

 

St. Moluag’s Church House 
There is a ‘wee manse’ on the island consisting of two bedrooms, sitting room, kitchen and 
bathroom which is at the disposal of the minister (and family). A large meeting room, utility 
room and toilet make up the public rooms in the building which are separate from the 
minister’s private rooms and are used by various groups in the community. 



 We hope this building would be used frequently by the minister while attending the many and 
varied events which take place on the island. 

 
 

Minister’s Car 

The Minister will have access to a car whenever it is required. 
 

Lismore’s Children and Young People 

This year there will be 10 children in the school, 3 in the Pre-Fives .  
It is hoped to restart playgroup as there are 3 babies and 2 toddlers who could attend.  

Our older children leave home at the age of 12yrs to go to Oban High School where they 
complete their education before moving off to university, college, or employment. It’s now 
possible to commute each day but during the winter months most of the teenagers board in 
the hostel in Oban and return home for the weekend. 

The children must learn self-confidence and self-reliance from an early age. We would like to 
see our minister being able to relate to our young ones and to forge a link throughout their 
school lives and beyond. 

 

 

Islanders and their lives 

Lismore has an excellent mix of people from many parts of the world and all bring 
something  individual and special to make it the unique place it is. 

Gaelic is still a living language here with many people using it in everyday life and the 
children  learning it in both Primary and Secondary Schools. 

We have farmers and professors, scientists and shopkeepers coming together to ‘ceilidh’, at 
the  dance of life and debate the meaning of life and God’s love. 

There are around 200 people resident on the island, 38 of them are communicants plus 13 
adherents with 20 attending Church on a regular basis. 

 

References 
www.isleoflismore.com 

www.lismoregaelicheritagecentre.org



 
 
 
 
 


