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 As Haifeng Deng and Paolo Davide Farah have already beautifully illustrated in their article 
“China’s energy policies and strategies for climate change and energy security”, the question of 
energy security is not entirely unrelated to climate change. Energy plays an important role in global 
warming. With our high energy consumption and the use of fossil fuels, energy has a major impact 
on the climate. Burning fossil fuels to generate electricity and heat releases large amounts of 
greenhouse gases, which accelerate climate change. In addition, toxic pollutants are released into 
the environment. The changing environmental conditions caused by climate change, however, also 
ensure that our energy requirements shift and/or increase. It is therefore obvious that renewable 
energies will play a more important role in energy generation in the future. Politics and the economy 
must adapt accordingly and develop concepts that will continue to ensure a comprehensive 
supply of energy and heat in the future. Climatic change presents a health and economic threat 
and must be discussed comprehensively, in order to make sure the environment is preserved for 
future generations. A detailed description of the problems can also be found in the article by Deng 
and Farah. In their article they explicitly deal with energy security in the Chinese context. This is 
relevant as China is one of the main emitters of CO2 but will also be one of the main victims of 
climate change. China is one of the largest investors in renewable energy. In 2017 its share was 45% 
worldwide. They are the largest producer of wind turbines, solar modules, and electric vehicles. 
As an economic power China needs a lot of energy and with the advancing growth and changing 
conditions due to climate change, they will need much more in the future. An offensive energy 
tactic is therefore urgently needed for China. As Deng and Farah show, also in the context of BRI. 
Within this framework, the energy market is to be opened up, thereby expanding energy trading. The 
plan is to diversify energy sources to central Asian, Russian, southeast Asian sources. China plans 
to expand its economic position and to be a pioneer and dominant player across the entire value 
chain of green energy and other ecological technologies. This is particularly evident in the field of 
photovoltaic systems. In the beginning, European companies were the leaders, but soon after China 
took over. In the meantime, European companies can hardly keep up. State subsidies in China are 
far too high in comparison. It is obvious that China wants to dominate the promising energy and 
ecology industries. Deng and Farah show how China wants to achieve this goal in their article: They 
show how China’s energy policy is moving in an ecological direction and how this is reflected in the 
legal context. Not without addressing the problems of the Chinese energy environment. In all of 
this, one must not forget that despite all its efforts, China is also promoting and implementing non-
ecological technologies. China is still the largest coal producer in the world.

A gLAWcal comment on Haifeng Deng, and Farah, Paolo 
Davide. “China’s Energy Policies and Strategies for Climate 
Change and Energy Security.” The Journal of World Energy 
Law & Business, 2020.



gLAWcal is an independent non-profit research organization (think tank) that aims at providing a new 
focus on issues related to economic law, globalization and development, namely the relationship be-
tween international economy and trade, with special attention to a number of non-trade-related val-
ues and concerns.Through research and policy analysis, gLAWcal sheds a new light on issues such as 
good governance, human rights, right to water, rights to food, social, economic and cultural rights, la-
bour rights, access to knowledge, public health, social welfare, consumer interests and animal welfare, 
climate change, energy, environmental protection and sustainable development, product safety, food 
safety and security.

To collaborate with Government, Civil society and 
business community to balance the excess of glo-
balization with Non Trade Concerns.

To influence policymakers, to raise awareness 
over Non Trade Concerns, to encourage stake-
holder participation, and to disseminate gLAW-
cal’s publication results.

OUR  MISSION

OUR GOALS Email: research@glawcal.org.uk
Website: glawcal.org.uk
Facebook: gLAWcal - Global Law Initia-
tives for Sustainable Development
Twitter: @gLAWcal 
LinkedIn: gLAWcal 

Cite as: gLAWcal Comment “Securing the Energy Transition” (2022) based on  Haifeng Deng, and Far-
ah, Paolo Davide. “China’s Energy Policies and Strategies for Climate Change and Energy Security.” The 
Journal of World Energy Law & Business, 2020.

The gLAWcal comments are insight and short analytical pieces written by the gLAWcal team. The 
gLAWcal comments are based on, and inspired by, the books and chapters published within one of the 
gLAWcal book series published by Routledge Publishing (New York/London).


