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 Throughout the development of human 
history, governments have risen and fallen 
based on their ability to adapt to challenges 
created by the ever-increasing modernization 
of human civilization. The technological evo-
lution is arguably the most rapid and exponen-
tially expanding modernization challenge that 
global governments have had to face to date. 
Within the advancement of technology is the 
need to update governing practices, regula-
tions, and policies to meet the ever-changing 
relationship between technology and soci-
ety. Also, within technological advancement 
there are opportunities for governing bodies 
to increase their efficiency and effectiveness. 
Governments must confront advancements 
in technology and recognize their ability to 
harness such advancements as a tool to cre-
ate more effectiveness within their governing 
institutions. Blockchain technologies are one 
such technological modernization that gov-
ernments must address as a potential oppor-
tunity. Blockchain is a data structure used to 
record transactions and is maintained through 
a web of peer-to-peer networks. This decen-
tralized network allows blockchain to better 
ensure security and transparency as altering 
the record kept in blockchain is highly im-
probable. As a simple illustration, tampering 
with the information in blockchain would re-
sult in an alteration in the hash of the associ-
ated block. The following blocks would reflect 
this hash alteration and subsequently become 
invalid because it would be clear that they had 
been tampered with. Even if a person were able 
to adjust the following blocks’ hashes to make 
them appear correct, a fail-safe system called 
proof of work would also need to be altered. 
Altering proof of work would require altering 
the proof of work for all blocks subsequent 
to the altered block in all the chains in which 
the block was distributed in order to achieve 

consensus. In sum, it would be a monumental 
and likely impossible task. This immutability 
regarding alteration is what facilitates a high 
level of trust and transparency between par-
ties in a blockchain interaction. This ability 
to engender trust and promote transparency 
among the parties could have broad applica-
tions in governance. A fundamental element 
of social cohesion and, by extension, govern-
mental institutions is trust. Trust can be en-
couraged through blockchain technology im-
plementation within the relationship between 
citizens and the government in which they 
may strengthen their institutions through col-
laboration and transparency. However, relying 
solely on blockchain technology to establish 
trust between a government and its citizenry 
is a mistake. There must be an existing will to 
build trust between the government and the 
population. The implementation of this will, if 
it does not already exist, will undoubtedly re-
quire a human element. Without this trust in 
governmental institutions, blockchain could 
be viewed as another tool of oppression imple-
mented by the governing elite. To combat this 
viewpoint, the establishment of blockchain 
platforms and the subsequent rules that gov-
ern them must be created in such a way as to 
benefit the populace. If the government is not 
able to adequately address the citizen’s expec-
tations, a rejection of the implementation of 
the technology will likely result. The potential 
for blockchain technology to improve gover-
nance is one that must be addressed but should 
be meticulously crafted prior to implementa-
tion in an environment in which trust between 
citizens and the government already exists to 
avoid an outright rejection and abandonment 
of the possibilities of blockchain technology in 
government applications by citizens.

A gLAWcal comment on  Farah, Paolo Davide and Prityi, 
Marek, Public Administration in the Age of Globalization and 
Emerging Technologies: From Theories to Practice (2019). Uni-
versity of Missouri-Kansas City Law Review, Vol. 88, No. 2, 2019



gLAWcal is an independent non-profit research organization (think tank) that aims at providing a new 
focus on issues related to economic law, globalization and development, namely the relationship be-
tween international economy and trade, with special attention to a number of non-trade-related val-
ues and concerns.Through research and policy analysis, gLAWcal sheds a new light on issues such as 
good governance, human rights, right to water, rights to food, social, economic and cultural rights, la-
bour rights, access to knowledge, public health, social welfare, consumer interests and animal welfare, 
climate change, energy, environmental protection and sustainable development, product safety, food 
safety and security.

To collaborate with Government, Civil society and 
business community to balance the excess of glo-
balization with Non Trade Concerns.

To influence policymakers, to raise awareness 
over Non Trade Concerns, to encourage stake-
holder participation, and to disseminate gLAW-
cal’s publication results.

OUR  MISSION

OUR GOALS Email: research@glawcal.org.uk
Website: glawcal.org.uk
Facebook: gLAWcal - Global Law Initia-
tives for Sustainable Development
Twitter: @gLAWcal 
LinkedIn: gLAWcal 

Cite as: gLAWcal Comment “Trust as a Precondition for Governmental Blockchain Applications” (2019) 
based on  Farah, Paolo Davide and Prityi, Marek, Public Administration in the Age of Globalization 
and Emerging Technologies: From Theories to Practice (2019). University of Missouri-Kansas City Law 
Review, Vol. 88, No. 2, 2019

The gLAWcal comments are insight and short analytical pieces written by the gLAWcal team. The 
gLAWcal comments are based on, and inspired by, the books and chapters published within one of the 
gLAWcal book series published by Routledge Publishing (New York/London).


