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 Over the last couple decades, more and more individuals have become concerned with the 
environment and the energy sources that we all use. All over the world countries are transitioning 
to renewable resources and increasing their own independence from foreign energy. However, this 
transition is not as easy as we all wish it was, meaning many countries still have a high level of 
dependence on energy imports. The European Union (EU) falls under this category. According to 
numbers provided by the EU’s official website, the level of import dependency was upwards of 60% 
when it comes to EU energy. This means that over half of the energy consumed in the EU comes from 
imported sources and this is a large issue for the EU. In fact, the issue of import dependency has 
increased a couple percent since the early portion of the 2000s. You would think that this wouldn’t 
be the case with the increase in renewable energy production over the same time period, but some 
countries do not have the necessary sources of energy to switch to renewables. Some countries do 
not have wind that blows enough or water that flows quick enough for these energy sources to be 
sustainable. Another issue that relates back to dependency on imports is that of price. Prices are up 
and down making it rather difficult to plan everything out accordingly. Also, according to the EU 
official website, there is a growing issue of global energy demand. Every day that goes by features 
new discoveries and new technology. This technology requires some form of energy to work. 
Computers, cell phones, and tablets, all of which have become staples of our everyday lives, are 
becoming more and more powerful, requiring more and more energy. These devices are supposed 
to be energy efficient, but half the time they really aren’t too efficient, especially when we must 
keep recharging them since we use them so much. In fact, the EU’s official website lists the slow 
progress of energy efficiency as one of the main issues that they face. With technology advancing 
every day, energy efficiency should be going up faster, but it is not. Thanks to all these seemingly 
smaller issues, there is a much larger, overarching issue that sticks out. That is the issue of energy 
security. Any country or region with as much import dependency as the EU has will have this issue. 
This is on top of the fact that the EU is the biggest energy customer in the world.

 Because of this very high level of import dependency, the EU’s future is hindered. When so 
much money is being spent on energy sources, it is rather difficult to invest in renewables and other 
energy sources that might lead to independence. As time goes on, the EU must do a better job to 
advance into the future. This will take much time and much dedication, but it can be done. It must 
be done.

A gLAWcal comment on  Farah, Paolo Davide, EU and 
CARICOM: Dilemmas versus Opportunities on Development, 
Law and Economics. Transnational Law and Governance 
Series, Routledge Publishing (New-York/London), October 
2020



gLAWcal is an independent non-profit research organization (think tank) that aims at providing a new 
focus on issues related to economic law, globalization and development, namely the relationship be-
tween international economy and trade, with special attention to a number of non-trade-related val-
ues and concerns.Through research and policy analysis, gLAWcal sheds a new light on issues such as 
good governance, human rights, right to water, rights to food, social, economic and cultural rights, la-
bour rights, access to knowledge, public health, social welfare, consumer interests and animal welfare, 
climate change, energy, environmental protection and sustainable development, product safety, food 
safety and security.

To collaborate with Government, Civil society and 
business community to balance the excess of glo-
balization with Non Trade Concerns.

To influence policymakers, to raise awareness 
over Non Trade Concerns, to encourage stake-
holder participation, and to disseminate gLAW-
cal’s publication results.

OUR  MISSION

OUR GOALS Email: research@glawcal.org.uk
Website: glawcal.org.uk
Facebook: gLAWcal - Global Law Initia-
tives for Sustainable Development
Twitter: @gLAWcal 
LinkedIn: gLAWcal 

Cite as: gLAWcal Comment “The Issue of Energy in the EU” (2022) based on   Farah, Paolo Davide, EU 
and CARICOM: Dilemmas versus Opportunities on Development, Law and Economics. Transnational 
Law and Governance Series, Routledge Publishing (New-York/London), October 2020

The gLAWcal comments are insight and short analytical pieces written by the gLAWcal team. The 
gLAWcal comments are based on, and inspired by, the books and chapters published within one of the 
gLAWcal book series published by Routledge Publishing (New York/London).


