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 The problem of the North-South di-
vide in the world is not a new one. Already in 
the 70s, there were great discussions about 
it, but even today the topic is present. On the 
one hand, we have the industrialized nations 
in the North, which with their consumer be-
haviour and resource-intensive production 
bear most of the responsibility for man-made 
climate change, and on the other hand, we 
have the poorer states in the South, which 
are and will be severely affected by the con-
sequences of climate change. This injustice 
results in the obligation for the northern in-
dustrial nations to contain the climate change 
and its consequences for the southern re-
gions, but also to provide technologies and 
knowledge to the southern countries in such a 
way that they can adapt to the climate change 
and do not run the risk of further advancing 
it. In their article “Trade in clean energy tech-
nologies: sliding from protection to protec-
tionism through obligations for technology 
transfer in climate change, or Vice Versa?” 
the authors offer an interesting approach to 
solving this problem. They propose a South-
South technology transfer, whereby emerging 
economies act as a bridge between the north-
ern and southern states. They thus base their 
findings on the fact that access for emerging 
markets is significantly better than for devel-
oping countries. They are based on the fact 
that emerging markets are much better inte-
grated into the global market and that clean 
energy technologies are regularly transferred 
here. The absorptive capacity of emerging 
markets is simply much higher than that of 
developing ones. A thoroughly sensible con-
clusion. On the one hand, it shows how de-
pendent these countries are on the “goodwill” 
of the northern nations, and on the other, 

how important the regional framework con-
ditions are. The authors also break this down 
in their article. The authors argue in favour of 
South-South transfer by pointing out that the 
emerging markets not only purchase foreign 
technologies, but also produce and export the 
corresponding products themselves. These 
countries are therefore extremely well suited 
to act as a bridge between northern and devel-
oping nations. This is an very important con-
cern, as the authors themselves emphasize, 
because it is important that all countries have 
equal access to clean technologies. In order to 
overcome the inequality between North and 
South, it is also necessary to actively consider 
climate change. Today, development aid proj-
ects more often encounter problems caused 
by climate change. Therefore, it is necessary 
to consider development aid under the con-
ditions of climate change. For example, the 
technology transfer. The development of 
these countries can be steered and partly also 
corrected. In this context it seems to be very 
helpful to convey and anchor the necessary 
knowledge and education in the respective 
country within the framework of technology 
transfer. In this way, the differences between 
practice and knowledge in the regions can be 
contained and a sustainable perspective cre-
ated. This linkage must be created so that the 
poor regions in the South also develop posi-
tively in the long term and are not just depen-
dent on the knowledge and technologies of 
the northern states. This goal applies in order 
to counteract the problem of the North-South 
divide, taking climate change into account.
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